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APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT 

TEN-T Guidelines 
Rapporteurs: Georgios Koumoutsakos (EPP; GR) 

  Ismail Ertug (S&D; DE) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
The agreement reached with Council and 
Commission on 29 May 2013 was endorsed with 34 
votes in favour, 7 against and 2 abstentions.  
 
The agreement establishes a core transport 
network to be established by 2030, which will 
become the backbone for transportation within 
the Single Market. This will be supported by a 
comprehensive network of routes to be 
completed by 2050. 
 
Many of Parliament's amendments were taken 
into account in the final text, including: 
 
 An improved socio-economic cost-benefit 

analysis, with a climate impact assessment and 
a clear definition of the European added 
value. The Commission will publish underlying 
principles for the assessment of projects of 
common interest. 

 Strengthening the involvement of local and 
regional authorities and of civil society in the 
planning and implementation phase of a 
project of common interest. 

 Ensuring the right balance between 
environmental protection and the 
development of inland waterways with better 
safeguards for sensitive sites and habitats. 

 A stronger focus on TEN-T priorities and EU 
added value through narrowing the eligibility 
criteria for projects of common interest. 

 

 Strengthening the reporting obligations for 
Member States and the Commission regarding 
EU funding through all instruments, including 
Structural and Cohesion funds and EIB loans. 

 
 
MANDATE FOR NEGOTIATIONS 

Roadworthiness Package (3 proposals) 
Rapporteurs: Werner Kuhn (EPP; DE) 
  Olga Sehnalová (S&D; CS) 
  Vilja Savisaar-Toomast (ALDE; ET) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
The decisions to enter into negotiations were 
adopted by large majorities.  
 
 Periodic tests: 35 votes in favour, 5 against and 

3 abstentions. 
 Technical roadside inspection: 37 votes in 

favour, 4 against and 2 abstentions. 
 Registration documents: 37 votes in favour, 4 

against and 2 abstentions. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORT 

Marine Equipment Directive 
Rapporteur: Dominique Riquet (EPP; FR) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
Mr Riquet's report was widely supported during 
the consideration of amendments and the vote in 
the TRAN Committee. All the compromise 
amendments were adopted as well as a large 
majority of the amendments.  
 
The report highlights the need to ensure the safety 
of ships and their crew and also prevent maritime 
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accidents and pollution to the marine 
environment through harmonising the way 
Member States apply design, construction and 
performance standards of marine equipment the.  
The importance of reducing administrative 
burdens was underlined and the need for notified 
bodies to request certified copies of patents or 
licenses of marine equipment was removed. 
 

 
 
The option of electronic tagging to supplement or 
replace the wheel mark was adopted, which 
should make it more difficult to forge the relevant 
certificates in the future.  
 
The Committee adopted the report by 37 votes in 
favour, 3 against and 3 abstentions.  The 
mandate to enter into negotiations for a first 
reading agreement was subsequently endorsed 
by 41 votes in favour, 0 against and 2 abstentions. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in plenary tbc 

 
 

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORTS 

4th Railway Package - Part I (Governance 
and market opening pillar) 
Rapporteurs: Mathieu Grosch (EPP; BE) 

  Saïd El Khadraoui (S&D; BE) 
  Jaromír Kohlíček (GUE/NGL; CZ) 

Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
Mr Grosch's draft report on market opening and 
public service obligations supported the ending of 
across-the-board direct awards in respect of rail 
passenger transport but proposed a different time 
limit. Service contract awards for rail passenger 
transport would not have to be fully compliant 
with the new requirements until 2029. He 
considered the maximum thresholds for the 
volume of a public service contract needed to 
be higher than the Commission's proposal.  
 
Several Members criticised the Rapporteur's 
proposal to push back the transition period for 
abandoning direct awards until 2029. The respect 
of social standards when awarding public service 
contracts was also raised.   
 
Mr El Khadraoui proposed allowing Member 
States more options to limit open access services 
by giving exclusive rights to a company that has 
won a Public Service Obligation contract 
following a competitive tender. He largely 
maintained the Commission's proposal for 
unbundling operations from infrastructure 
management. However, he would leave the 
choice of the governance model open in the 
future and showed more flexibility as regards the 
details of integrated structures. The Rapporteur 
strengthened the social provisions and sought to 
enhance common ticketing systems.  
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Some Members underlined the importance of fully 
liberalising the rail market and expressed concern 
that the report was not ambitious enough in this 
respect. Others welcomed the Rapporteur's 
cautious approach and his inclusion of stronger 
social provisions. There was overall agreement 
that transparency of financial flows in integrated 
companies should be enforced and that the 
regulatory bodies needed to be strengthened to 
control those flows. 
 
Mr Kohlíček agreed with the Commission's 
assessment that the regulation on normalisation of 
accounts in its current form is discriminatory. 
However, he suggested evaluating the impact of 
the transposition of the recast of the 1st railway 
package before deciding whether to repeal this 
regulation or whether to modify it to grant the 
same support to all railway undertakings. He 
therefore proposed moving the date of the 
repeal to 2019. 
 
Most Shadow Rapporteurs agreed and argued 
that it was not yet clear how payments to railway 
specific retirement or accident insurance 
schemes would be supported after the repeal of 
the Regulation. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 16 September 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 26 November 2013 

Vote in plenary January 2014 

 
 

4th Railway Package - Part II (Technical Pillar) 
Rapporteurs: Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (ALDE; ES) 

  Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA; DE) 
  Roberts Zīle (ECR; LV) 

Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
The Rapporteurs each emphasised the need to 
unify the currently splintered European rail space 
so as to reduce costs and improve rail's 
competitiveness. They also favoured bringing the 
new rules into force quickly. Ms Bilbao Barandica 
called for an ambitious solution to replace rules 
that currently lacked transparency and were 
sometimes fairly arbitrary. Mr Cramer also called 
for a substantial reduction in what were currently 
more than 12 000 national rules. Mr Zīle pointed to 
the need to avoid stakeholders finding themselves 
disadvantaged by higher costs or longer delays 
before receiving authorisation. 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs broadly supported the 
Rapporteurs' approaches although some were 
concerned that the European Rail Agency (ERA) 
might be asked to take on too great a role. 
Others suggested that the greater the 
responsibilities, the longer the transitional period 
that would be required. Several Members thought 
that National Safety Agencies (NSA) could act 
more efficiently and quickly in certain cases. 
Other Members pointed to the contribution a 
single set of standards could make to the 
competitiveness of European manufacturers. This 
would become increasingly important in view of 
increased international competition including 
from China and Japan. 
 
Various Members argued that the Commission's 
proposals did not include sufficient resources for 
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the ERA to perform its new roles. Others were 
concerned about a clear allocation of 
responsibilities between the ERA and NSAs. Some 
also sought time limits for decisions by the ERA 
and its Appeal Boards. 
 
Mr Cramer replied that, as with the European 
Aviation Safety Agency, national bodies would 
continue to do most of the work. However, a 
strong European Rail Agency was required to 
ensure coherence. Ms Bilbao Barandica agreed 
on the importance of strengthening the ERA. Mr 
Zīle recognised that this would benefit pan-
European companies but favoured allowing firms 
operating within one Member State to seek 
authorisation from their NSA. He was also 
concerned to ensure reciprocal access from third 
countries. 
 
The Chairman and Rapporteurs agreed that care 
would need to be taken so that the proposals in 
the three reports were consistent.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 16 September 2013

Vote in TRAN Committee 26 November 2013 

Vote in plenary January 2014 

 
Occurrence reporting in civil aviation 
Rapporteur: Christine De Veyrac (EPP; FR) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
Ms de Veyrac called for strengthening of the EU’s 
proactive accident prevention system, the 
improvement the system for the analysis and 
rapid exchange of information and better legal 
protection for those alerting on incidents. She 

believed that general aviation should also be 
included within the scope of the legislation, taking 
into account of its specificities. Finally, the 
European Aviation Safety Agency should play a 
central role. 
 

 
 
The draft report was supported by all groups. A 
few matters remain to be adjusted, including 
delegated acts, the definition of the "designated 
contact person" and "gross negligence". Ms de 
Veyrac will work to find a consensus on these 
issues. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 18 July 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 September 2013

Vote in plenary October II 2013 
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Driving licences including functionalities of a 
driver card 
Rapporteur: Silvia-Adriana Ţicău (S&D; RO) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
This proposal was presented as a legislative 
package along with a proposal on tachographs, 
with the aim of better enforcing the social rules in 
road transport and of reducing fraud and 
administrative burdens.  
 
The Commission's proposal to amend the 
Tachograph Regulation provides that, with effect 
from 19 January 2018, driver cards shall be 
incorporated into driving licences. During the 
inter-institutional negotiations on the tachograph 
proposal, the Council and Parliament agreed to 
delete this article. In its first reading, Parliament 
considered that important questions, such as the 
costs of the measure, data protection issues and 
technology security requirements, had not been 
adequately addressed in the Commission's 
proposal.  
 
Following this approach, the Rapporteur called 
on the Commission to withdraw its proposal and 
only submit a new one after having carried out an 
impact assessment on the feasibility and merits of 
merging all the cards used by professional drivers. 
Members supported the Rapporteur's approach. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 12 July 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 September 2013

Vote in plenary October/ November 
2013 

 

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINIONS 

Follow up on the delegation of Legislative 
Powers 
Rapporteur:   Werner Kuhn (EPP; DE) 

  Saïd El Khadraoui (S&D; BE) 
Own Initiative report, Opinion to JURI 
 
The Rapporteurs tabled six new amendments and 
expressed their support for the seven tabled by 
other Members. They showed their willingness to 
propose wording which can integrate in the 
opinion the concerns expressed by Members. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in TRAN Committee 5 September 2013 

Vote in JURI Committee 14 October 2013  

 
Priorities for Budget 2014  
Rapporteur: Isabelle Durant (Greens/EFA; BE) 
Special procedure, Opinion to BUDG 
 
Members used the opportunity to comment on 
the newly agreed Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014-2020 and the Connecting Europe 
Facility. It was underlined that investments in 
transport infrastructure generate jobs and growth. 
Enough funds need to be reserved for 
implementation of the 4th Railway Package, 
including adequate funding for the European 
Railway Agency which will be entrusted with new 
tasks.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 24 July 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 5 September 2013 

Vote in plenary October 2013 
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Cars 2020 
Rapporteur: Oldřich Vlasák (ECR; CZ) 
Own Initiative report, Opinion to ITRE 
 
The Rapporteur supported the action plan, but 
stressed that the Commission's figures were far too 
optimistic as the car industry had undergone a 
serious recession. He called for a high level CARS 
2020 group to implement the action plan and 
prepare more impact assessments before further 
legislation. He warned that binding emissions 
targets should not be set before 2017. 
Furthermore, he wanted the European Investment 
Bank to contribute to the development of 
alternative fuels infrastructure and production 
restructuring. 
 
The Committee generally welcomed the draft 
report. The main issues to be further discussed 
were: alternative fuels, financial tools, training for 
skilled workers, energy efficiency and the limit to 
reduction of emissions.   
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 15 July 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 September 2013 

Vote in ITRE Committee 14 October 2013 

Vote in plenary 13 November 2013 

 
Proposal for Regulation on surveillance of the 
external sea borders 
Rapporteur: Nathalie Griesbeck (ALDE; FR) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, Opinion to LIBE 
 
Ms Griesbeck underlined that the 'transport' 
dimension of the Regulation was rather limited. 
Therefore her main focus was on search and 

rescue operations and on the exchange of 
information between agencies involved in 
maritime surveillance.  
 
Shadow Rapporteurs generally supported the 
draft opinion. They welcomed the extension of 
the scope of this Regulation on border 
surveillance to search and rescue operation. 
However, they pointed out that rescue operations 
are governed by international conventions and 
that consistency should be ensured between 
European and international law. They were also in 
favour of a better definition of the contiguous and 
search and rescue zones. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 11 July 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 September 2013 

Vote in LIBE Committee 14 October 2013 

 
 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

with the Lithuanian Minister for Transport and 
Communications, Mr Rimantas Sinkevičius 
 

 



 

 8 
TRAN NEWS / 11 July 2013 

 

Mr Sinkevičius presented Lithuania's priorities for its 
presidency of the Council. He focused on the 
Directive on alternative fuel infrastructure, the 
Regulation on the European Global Satellite 
Navigation System Agency, the technical pillar of 
the 4th Railway Package and air passenger rights. 
He acknowledged the challenges which lay 
ahead and praised the Irish Presidency for 
preparing the ground for a successful conclusion 
on many of these subjects.  
 
Members recognised that the agenda was 
challenging. They thanked the Lithuanians for 
their close cooperation with their predecessors 
and for their early involvement.  
 

 
 

However, they also criticised the shortcomings of 
the agenda which failed to address many 
important dossiers pending in Council. The 
spotlight was on the airport package, namely 
slots, noise and groundhandling regulations, 
which had been adopted by the Parliament and 
yet never formally discussed with the Council. 
Members also warned against splitting the 
technical part of the Railway Package from the 
rest of the proposals. 

 
 
There was also support for advancing the talks on 
the Single European Sky, negotiations that would 
not have been necessary had the Member States 
respected the laws they themselves approved.  
 
Finally, the Minister listened to Members' concerns 
about Lithuania's position on the ownership 
framework of the Rail Baltica project.  
 
 
PRESENTATIONS BY THE COMMISSION 

The Marco Polo programme - results and 
outlook 
 
According to the Commission, the programme 
successfully encouraged modal shift and resulted 
in considerable savings in terms of money, CO2 
emissions and road accidents. However, complex 
procedures and the economic crisis had not 
been helpful in fostering change.  
 
Members were interested to learn about specific 
examples of successful projects, as well as details 
of their geographical distribution. They questioned 
the complexity of the procedures and expressed 
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their concern about the low uptake of available 
funds (only €77 million of €450 million from 2007). 
They were also quite sceptical about the policy 
and funding frameworks under the TEN-T and 
Connecting Europe Facility and agreed that 
sustainability, efficiency and interoperability 
should remain as the objectives. 
 
CEF corridors alignment - results of the TEN-T 
evaluation of 2012/2013 
 
The Commission presented two TEN-T subjects: 
 
 The alignment of the CEF and rail freight 

Corridors as agreed between Parliament 
negotiating team and the Irish Presidency in 
the framework of the Connecting Europe 
Facility Regulation.  

 The results of the 2012/2013 TEN-T calls for 
proposals. 

 
Members raised a wide range of questions 
regarding particular projects selected under 
these calls. 
 
 
NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS 

Provisional agenda: 

Thursday, 5 September 2013, morning 

 Priorities for Budget 2014 - vote / Durant 
 Follow-up on the Delegation of Legislative Powers - 

vote / Kuhn / El Khadraoui 
 Establishing a framework for maritime spatial 

planning and integrated coastal management - 
presentation of draft report / Meissner 

 Parcel delivery market for e-commerce - 
presentation of draft opinion / Dantin 

 Multiannual funding for EMSA - consideration of 
amendments / Taylor 

Thursday, 5 September 2013, afternoon 

 Presentation of the Policy Department of study on 
Mega Trucks / Simpson 

 Tourism Task Force roundtable / Fidanza  
 
 
TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS 

Monday, 16 September, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 17 September, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 17 September, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 30 September, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 14 October, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 4 November, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 5 November, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 5 November, 15h00-18h30  
 
Thursday, 14 November, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 14 November, 15h00-18h30  

 
Monday, 25 November, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 26 November, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 26 November, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 16 December, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 17 December, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 17 December, 15h00-18h30  
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USEFUL LINKS 

 
TRAN website: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN 
 
Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do 
 
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: 
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 
 
European Railway Agency newsletters: 
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx 
 
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: 
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html 
 
SESAR Joint Undertaking news 
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news 
 
Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters: 
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/ 
 
DG MOVE newsletter: 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm 
 
Lithuanian Presidency: 
http://www.eu2013.lt/en 
 

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@EP_Transport 

 
 

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: 
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

 




