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APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT 

Digital Tachograph 
Rapporteur: Silvia-Adriana Ţicău (S&D; RO) 
Ordinary legislative procedure 
 
The agreement reached with Council on 14 May 
was endorsed by 33 votes in favour, 3 against and 
1 abstention. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORT 

Promoting a European transport-technology 
strategy for Europe's future sustainable 
mobility  
Rapporteur: Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA; DE) 
Own-Initiative Report, first reading 
 
Mr Cramer’s report highlights the need to better 
align research and innovation with EU transport 
policy. Among other issues, it calls for noise 
reduction, seamless door-to-door mobility and 
increased support to SMEs.  
 
It was widely supported during the consideration 
of amendments and the vote. All the compromise 
amendments were adopted as were the 

amendments from the opinion-giving Committee 
on Regional Development.  
 
The importance of optimising transport flows and 
logistic chains is underlined as well as the need to 
encourage end-user behaviour-change when it 
comes to the use of public transport. Fair prices 
and integrated ticketing are identified as key 
factors relating to the transport sector’s 
competitiveness.  
 

 
 
Growth and job-creation are also highlighted, 
with emphasis being given to the social 
dimension. New technologies should focus on 
multimodality, passenger comfort and real-time 
information, whilst promoting technology-
neutrality.  
 
The report was adopted by 35 votes in favour, 2 
against and 1 abstention.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in plenary September 2013 
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ADOPTION OF DRAFT OPINIONS 

Environmental Impact Assessment 
Rapporteur:  Joseph Cuschieri (S&D; MT) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, Opinion to ENVI 
 
The adopted amendments reinforce the 
Rapporteur's initial approach by focusing on the 
transboundary nature of projects requiring closer 
cooperation between Member States and a 
stronger involvement of civil society. They also call 
for assessing the impact of projects on tourism 
and on local economies, and allow for projects 
aimed at protecting historical and cultural 
heritage to be exempted from the Directive.  
 
The Committee adopted the opinion by 34 votes 
in favour, 4 against and  no abstentions.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in ENVI Committee 10 July 2013 

Vote in plenary October 2013 (tbc) 

 
Fuels and energy from renewable sources: 
transition to biofuels 
Rapporteur: Sabine Wils (GUE/NGL; DE) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, Opinion to ENVI 
 
The Committee found a compromise to limit the 
amount of biofuels produced from cereals and 
other starch-rich crops, sugar and oil crops to 6.5% 
of the final consumption of energy in transport in 
2020 and to set a target of 3% for the 
consumption of advanced biofuels. These 
measures should contribute to minimising the 
overall indirect land-use change impacts in the 
period to 2020. An objective and harmonised 

methodology for estimating land-use change 
emission factors should be proposed by the 
Commission. 
 
Ms Wils' opinion underlines the need to reduce 
energy consumption in the transport sector and 
calls on the Commission to make 
recommendations for appropriate measures to 
improve energy efficiency and energy saving 
measures. It also requires that each Member State 
ensures that the share of electricity from 
renewable energy sources used in all forms of 
transport in 2020 is at least 2% of final 
consumption. It encourages the use of electricity 
from renewable energy sources in the rail sector 
by increasing the weighting of this energy supply 
towards the 10% target share of energy from 
renewable sources in transport. 
 

 
 
The opinion was adopted by 32 votes in favour, 6 
against and 1 abstention. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in ENVI Committee 10 July 2013 
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PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORT 

Multiannual funding for EMSA 
Rapporteur: Keith Taylor (Greens/EFA; UK) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
The proposed Regulation seeks to renew 
multiannual funding for the European Maritime 
Safety Agency, for the period from 2014 to 2020. 
This funding will enable the Agency to deal with 
pollution caused by ships and offshore oil & gas 
installations. 
 
Mr Taylor called for a proper level of funding for 
the Agency, so that it is not only able to keep up 
its current level of activities, but also take on the 
new responsibilities recently assigned to it. 
Therefore, he suggested increased funding of €25 
million over seven years.  
 
Most Members supported Mr Taylor’s report. Views 
ranged from recommending bigger increase to 
favouring cuts in the Agency's budget. Some 
Members argued that additional savings or new 
revenue streams should be found. The 
importance of a proper exchange of information 
and best practices in the field of pollution 
prevention was also mentioned. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 27 June 2013 

Consideration of 
amendments 

5 September 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 September 2013 

 
 

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINION 

Follow up on the delegation of Legislative 
Powers 
Rapporteur:   Werner Kuhn (EPP; DE) 

  Saïd El Khadraoui (S&D; BE) 
Own Initiative report, Opinion to JURI 
 
The aim of this own initiative report is to take stock 
of the latest developments in the application of 
the Treaty articles dealing with delegated and 
implementing acts. It aims to provide guidance to 
committees when dealing with such provisions.  
 
Members expressed their concerns about the 
Council's current hostility towards the use of 
delegated acts in legislation. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in TRAN Committee 5 September 2013 

Vote in JURI Committee 14 October 2013  

 
 
MINI-HEARINGS 

Clean Power for Transport 
Rapporteur:  Carlo Fidanza (EPP; IT) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
The Commission's proposal for a Directive on the 
deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure sets 
out requirements for the establishment of national 
policy frameworks to build-up alternative fuels 
infrastructure and to implement common 
technical specifications.  
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Minimum infrastructure coverage is proposed to 
be mandatory for electricity, hydrogen and 
natural gas, as market failures require public 
intervention, and for road and waterborne 
transport for which the development of a 
minimum necessary network cannot be achieved 
without Union support. These sectors represent 
more than 80% of freight and passenger transport 
by volumes.  
 

 
 
The Committee heard the views of industry 
representatives, transport users, local and regional 
authorities and the European Investment Bank. All 
stakeholders and Members agreed with the 
objectives of the proposal and the need for a 
pan-European approach in order to break oil 
dependence, improve the competitiveness of the 

European industry, and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
Members stressed the importance of ensuring 
safety, technological neutrality, market uptake 
and consumer awareness for the alternative fuels, 
but also interoperability through the use of 
common standards. In that regard, an inclusive 
solution is necessary in relation to the different 
standards available on the market for electric 
charging connectors with the view to ensuring 
pan-Europan interoperability and mobility of 
electric vehicles.  
 
Finally, Members expressed some concerns about 
the cost and the financing possibities for the build-
up of the alternative fuels infrastructure. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Presentation of draft report 16 September 2013

Deadline for amendments 1 October 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 14 November 2013 

 
 
Flight Time Limitation measures 
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The Commission stressed that it is committed to 
improving - in the sense of making more stringent - 
the current EU rules concerning flight time 
limitations. It stated that aviation safety is the 
absolute driver of the FTL legislation and that this 
should not be confused with other legislation 
related to social working conditions, which are 
not affected by the FTL proposal.  
 

 
 
Although the Commission explained that this 
objective was well attained by the technical 
proposals made by EASA in October 2012, Mr 
Baldwin, Director DG MOVE, said that the 
proposal had been improved following questions 
raised by the TRAN Committee and stakeholders. 

 
Some of the other speakers expressed concern 

about the safety implications of the Commission's 
proposed approach. They drew attention to the 
potential for a long period combining standby 
and working time. They also thought that the 
maximum length of night-time working should be 
reduced. 
 
 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

with the Irish Minister for Transport,  
Mr Varadkar 
 
Mr. Varadkar underlined the work undertaken, 
together with the European Parliament, on 
reaching an agreement on the Trans-European 
Networks, on the Tachograph Regulation as well 
as on two elements of the Road Worthiness 
Package. He detailed the progress made on the 
Connecting European Facility and on the Rail 
interoperability. 
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Members praised the Irish Presidency for its work 
with the Parliament, underlining the progress that 
had been made together on many important files 
which are essential for economic growth and jobs 
in Europe. 
 
All Members stressed the need to continue 
working hard to achieve as many agreements as 
possible during the next Presidency. 
 
 
NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS 

Provisional agenda: 

Monday, 8 July 2013, afternoon 

 4th Railway package (governance) - presentation of 
draft reports / Grosch/El Khadraoui/Kohlicek  

 Occurrence reporting in civil aviation - presentation 
of draft report / De Veyrac 

 Marine Equipment Directive - consideration of 
amendments / Riquet 

 

Tuesday, 9 July 2013, morning 

 Approval on TEN-T agreement - vote / 
Koumoutsakos/ Ertug 

 Roadworthiness package - mandate for 
negotiations - vote/ Kuhn/Sehnalova/Savisaar 

 Marine Equipment Directive - vote / Riquet 
 Priorities for Budget 2014 - presentation of draft 

opinion / Durant 
 Driving licences including functionalities of a driver 

card - presentation of draft report / Ţicău 
 Follow-up on the Delegation of Legislative Powers - 

consideration of amendments / El Khadraoui 
 4th Railway package (technical part) - presentation 

of draft reports / Zile/Bilbao/Cramer 

Tuesday, 9 July 2013, afternoon 

 Exchange of views with Lithuanian Minister for 
Transport - presentation of priorities 

 The Marco Polo programme - results and outlook - 
presentation by the Commission  

 Cars 2020 - presentation of draft opinion / Vlasák 
 Proposal for Regulation on surveillance of the 

external sea borders / Griesbeck 
 CEF corridors alignment - discussion with the 

Commission & Presentation of results of the 
evaluation of 2012/2013 calls for proposals 
 
 

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS 

Thursday, 5 September, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 5 September, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 16 September, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 17 September, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 17 September, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 30 September, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 14 October, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 4 November, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 5 November, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 5 November, 15h00-18h30  
 
Thursday, 14 November, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 14 November, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 25 November, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 26 November, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 26 November, 15h00-18h30  
 
 
For the complete 2013 meetings calendar click here 



 

 8 
TRAN NEWS / 20 June 2013 

 

 
USEFUL LINKS 

 
TRAN website: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN 
 
Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do 
 
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: 
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 
 
European Railway Agency newsletters: 
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx 
 
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: 
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html 
 
SESAR Joint Undertaking news 
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news 
 
Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters: 
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/ 
 
DG MOVE newsletter: 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm 
 
Irish Presidency: 
http://www.eu2013.ie/ 
 
Lithuanian Presidency: 
http://www.eu2013.lt/en 
 

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@EP_Transport 

 
For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: 

tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 




