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ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORTS 

EU's external aviation policy 
Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP; RO) 
Own Initiative Report 
 
The adopted report calls for the EU to adopt a 
more united approach, both in negotiations with 
third countries and at the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation. It also expresses concern 
about subsidies received by European carriers' 
competitors, criticises delays in completing the 
Single European Sky. It therefore calls on the 
Council to give the Commission a negotiating 
mandate to reach wide-ranging aviation 
agreements with certain neighbouring countries 
and key economic partners. 
 

 
 
The opinion was adopted with 41 votes in favour, 
0 against and 3 abstentions. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in plenary June 2013 

 

Air Agreement EU-Sri Lanka 
Rapporteur: Petri Sarvamaa (EPP; FI) 
Consent procedure 
 
This is a typical horizontal air service agreement 
which aims to align the 15 existing bilateral 
agreements concluded between Member States 
and Sri Lanka with EU law. Like other agreements 
of this type, it provides for an EU designation 
clause, permitting all EU carriers to benefit from 
the right of establishment.  
 
The Committee unanimously recommended that 
the plenary give consent to the conclusion of the 
Agreement.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in plenary June 2013 

 
 
ADOPTION OF DRAFT OPINION 

Enabling state aid regulation 
Rapporteur: Brian Simpson (S&D; UK) 
Consultation procedure, Opinion to ECON 
 
The opinion was adopted unanimously with 44 
votes in favour, 0 against and 0 abstentions. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in ECON Committee 30 May 2013 

Vote in plenary July 2013 

 
 
 



 

 3 
TRAN NEWS / 8 May 2013 

 

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINION 

Fuels and energy from renewable sources: 
transition to biofuels 
Rapporteur: Sabine Wils(GUE/NGL; DE) 
Ordinary legislative procedure 
 
The Rapporteur questioned the sustainability of 
land-based biofuels, highlighting the competition 
with food production and the impact on food 
prices. In order to fulfil the target of a 20% 
reduction of greenhouse gases (GHG) by 2020 
without expanding the use of land-based biofuels, 
the Rapporteur was in favour of intensifying 
electrification.  
 

 
 
Ms Wils pointed out that there was an easy 
opportunity to electrify the railways, in particular 
through the use of renewable sources. The 
Rapporteur also acknowledged that there was a 
need to protect investments, in particular for 
production facilities that achieve GHG savings of 
60% or more.  
 

Most Members endorsed the objective of 
reducing the use of first generation biofuels and 
encouraging the production of advanced 
biofuels. However, some found that it was not 
pertinent to limit the use of all biofuels to 5%, while 
others were in favour of a limitation of land-based 
biofuels to 3%.  
 
Some Members also supported the multiple 
counting systems to stimulate the production of 
advanced biofuels. Others evoked the 
consequences of the proposal for third countries 
either from the food price perspective or from the 
growth expectation perspective.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 16 May 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 18 June 2013 

 
 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

on the deployment of alternative fuels 
infrastructure 
Rapporteur: Carlo Fidanza (EPP; IT) 
Ordinary legislative procedure 
 
The Rapporteur said that the proposal should be 
seen in the broader context of policy documents 
related to transport, in particular the CARS 21 
Action plan and the 2010 European strategy on 
clean and energy efficient vehicles.  
 
The proposal establishes a common framework of 
measures for the deployment of alternative fuels 
infrastructure in the Union in order to break the oil 
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dependence of transport. It sets out minimum 
requirements on alternative fuel infrastructure 
build-up and common technical standards.  
 
Most Members welcomed the proposal but 
wondered whether the goals were realistic and 
how this proposal would fit in with the energy 
strategy and overall energy mix. They also 
expressed concerns about financing, in particular, 
the extent to which EU co-funding could be 
allocated.  
 
Some Members thought that the proposal was 
too prescriptive and that technology 
developments should evolve in relation to 
consumers' demand. Others considered that in 
order to achieve the goal of 60% emission 
reduction by 2050, the proposal's scope should be 
widened and focus put on the development of 
zero or near-to-zero emission technologies. 
 
Members also generally welcomed the 
requirements for Liquefied Natural Gas 
infrastructure in ports. This would contribute to 
reducing emissions, in particular of sulphur, for the 
waterborne sector. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Presentation of draft report 16 September 2013

Deadline for amendments 1 October 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 14 November 2013 

 

HEARING 

The 4th Railway Package: Opening domestic 
passenger market and governance  
 

 
 
The first part of the hearing dealt with the opening 
of the domestic passenger market and the 
governance structure of the rail system. The 
debate was characterised by a broad range of 
views on those two topics, ranging from strong 
support to opposition.  
 
There was overall support for the principle of non-
discriminatory access to the rail network, ensured 
by regulatory oversight. Critical comments were 
made with regards to the provisions on the 
separation of infrastructure management from rail 
service operations and on the compulsory 
tendering of public service contracts. However, 
many speakers and experts expected that further 
liberalisation would lead to better and more 
attractive services for passengers, positive market 
development and reduced costs, leading to 
more jobs. There were calls for the creation of a 
European regulatory body and a European 
infrastructure manager.  
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Newcomers and private freight operators 
(Westbahn, RFG) argued that the role of a 
powerful infrastructure manager, capable of 
governing the network, was crucial to ensure fair 
access to the rail system. This was supported by 
the independent infrastructure managers (EIM). 
 
The view of the incumbents and system operators 
(CER) was that the constantly changing 
regulatory environment was a challenge that 
made business development difficult. They 
assured that technical and operational problems 
hampered the development of international 
traffic which is why the technical pillar of the 
package was of particular importance. Efficient 
and non-discriminatory access to infrastructure 
should be strengthened according to CER, 
whereas the governance structure of the rail 
system as well as the way public service contracts 
are designed and awarded should be left to the 
Member States.  
 
The trade unions' (ETF) were opposed to further 
liberalisation of passenger services and the 
separation of infrastructure manager from rail 
service operations.  According to ETF, increased 
liberalisation would lead to a competition on 
price which would trigger a downward spiral in 
railway workers' salaries.  
 
For passengers (FNAUT), rail was competing with 
the private car. Therefore, to be competitive it 
was essential that rail services were closely 
interlinked with other modes of transport to 
enable seamless changes, that information on all 
services was made available and that it should 

be possible to acquire a single transport ticket for 
a trip.  
 

 
 
From the rail regulator's perspective (BNetzA), the 
further opening of the rail passenger market was 
to be welcomed, as there was proof of a positive 
correlation of competition, market development 
and falling costs. As for the governance structure,  
it was argues that the stronger the regulatory 
oversight the less unbundling was required. 
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The 4th Railway Package: Interoperability, 
Safety and European Railway Agency  
 
The second part of the hearing concentrated on 
the so-called technical part of the package. Both 
the expert witnesses and Members expressed 
broad support for the main objectives of the 
proposals on safety, interoperability and the role 
of the European Railway Agency (ERA).  
 
This key goal consisted of filling the gaps in the 
delivery of the Single European Railway Area by 
removing administrative and technical barriers. 
These barriers are widely seen as creating long 
and costly procedures for the sector, thus 
affecting its competitiveness. 
 

 
 
There was support for establishing a common 
approach to safety and interoperability rules, thus 
progressively moving towards the establishment of 
a "single safety certificate" and ensuring the 
interoperability of the networks, especially in the 
field of technical standardisation. 

The new role of ERA as the one-stop-shop for all 
carriers was mentioned as a huge advantage for 
manufacturers. This would considerably reduce 
time and money spent on the vehicle 
authorisation and safety certification processes. 
 

 
 
The following issues were also mentioned: 
- The need to clearly define the specific areas of 
competence and tasks of the ERA and the 
National Safety Authorities, as well as of the other 
actors in the field; 
- The transitional provisions that have to be set out 
more precisely; 
- The specific case of isolated networks (the Baltic 
States & Finland) needs to be taken into account, 
where obstacles to the single European Railway 
Area are greater than anywhere else. It was 
argued that a single European authorisation by 
ERA has to be given as a choice, particularly in 
cases where the applicant seeks to operate only 
in one Member State; 
- How to avoid creating additional regulations 
instead of reducing them? The current lack of 
coordination at various levels was pointed out as 
an issue. 
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NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS 

Provisional agenda: 

Wednesday, 29 May 2013, morning 

 Marine Equipment Directive - presentation of draft 
report / Riquet 

 Environmental impact assessment - presentation of 
draft opinion / Cuschieri 

 Fluorinated greenhouse gases - consideration of 
amendments / Pargneaux 

 Blue growth - consideration of amendments / 
Danellis 

 4th Railway package: interoperability, safety and 
ERA - exchange of views / Bilbao/Cramer/Zile 

 

Wednesday, 29 May 2013, afternoon 

 Revision of Air Passengers Rights Regulation - 
exchange of views with stakeholders / Bach 

 Feedback on trilogues (TEN -T) (in camera) / 
Koumoutsakos/Ertug 

 

Thursday, 30 May 2013, morning 

 Fluorinated greenhouse gases - vote / Pargneaux 
 Blue growth - vote / Danellis 
 Road worthiness package - vote (3 reports) / 

Kuhn/Sehnalova/Savisaar 
 Parcel delivery market for e-commerce - exchange 

of views / Dantin 
 4th Railway package: opening of domestic 

passenger market and governance - exchange of 
views / Grosch/El Khadraoui /Kohlíček 

 

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS 

Monday, 17 June, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 18 June, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 18 June, 15h00-18h30  
-------------------  
Monday, 8 July, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 9 July, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 9 July, 15h00-18h30  
 
Thursday, 5 September, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 5 September, 15h00-18h30  
 
 Tuesday, 17 September, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 17 September, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 30 September, 15h00-18h30  
-------------------  
Monday, 7 October, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 8 October, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 8 October, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 14 October, 15h00-18h30  
 
For the complete 2013 meetings calendar click here 
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USEFUL LINKS 

TRAN website: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN 

 

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do 

 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

 

European Railway Agency newsletters: 

http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx 

 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html 

 

SESAR Joint Undertaking news 

http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news 

 

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters: 

http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/ 

 

DG MOVE newsletter: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm 

 

Irish Presidency: 

http://www.eu2013.ie/ 

 

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: 

tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

 




