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ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORTS 

European Electronic Toll Service and road 
vignette 
Rapporteur: Jim Higgins (EPP; IE) 
Own Initiative Report 
 
The Committee expressed its disappointment with 
Member States' lack of progress in deploying the 
EETS. It considered that the situation was not due 
to technological issues, which were already 
solved, but rather to the lack of political will and 
commercial interests on the part of Member 
States, toll chargers and EETS providers. It urged 
the Commission to take drastic action through 
infringement procedures and then by taking all 
appropriate legislative measures. 
 

 
 
Members reaffirmed their commitment to the 
success of the EETS as an important tool to 
improve the daily life of European citizens and 
businesses. In this regard, the step by step 
approach (regionalization) suggested by the 
Commission was not considered satisfactory. The 
Committee made it clear that it should only be a 

transitional step, the ultimate goal being a full 
European service. 

 
Members also underlined the need to preserve 
Member States' rights to decide on the 
introduction of a road charging system and on 
the use of the money collected. In any case, such 
a service should be proportionate, non 
discriminatory, affordable, user friendly and take 
into consideration the specific situation of cross-
border users. 
 
The draft report was adopted with 35 votes in 
favour, 5 against and no abstentions. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in plenary May 2013  

 
EU-Eurocontrol agreement on enhanced 
cooperation 
Rapporteur: Jaromír Kohlíček (GUE/NGL; CZ) 
Consent procedure 
 
This agreement strengthens and consolidates 
cooperation in the implementation of the Single 
European Sky. The Committee unanimously 
recommended that the plenary give consent to 
the conclusion of the Agreement.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in plenary May 2013 
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CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS 

Roadworthiness Package (3 proposals) 
Rapporteurs: Werner Kuhn (EPP; DE) 
  Olga Sehnalová (S&D; CS) 
  Vilja Savisaar-Toomast (ALDE; ET) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
Roadworthiness testing: 
 
The debate focused on the type of vehicles that 
should be tested. In particular, Members touched 
on the question whether to introduce compulsory 
EU testing for motorcycles, light trailers and 
tractors.  
 
There was also thorough discussion on separating 
repair and maintenance activities from 
inspections. Some Member States have a positive 
experience with the separation of these activities. 
Others allow both kinds of activities to be 
conducted by the same person and also do well 
in road safety statistics.  
 
Moreover, some Members stressed that the age 
of a car and mileage should affect the frequency 
of testing. The need to take measures against 
odometer manipulation was also underlined. 
Finally, many Members drew attention to the 
importance of subsidiarity on this subject and 
called for a change from a Regulation to a 
Directive.  
 

Technical roadside inspections: 
 
The Rapporteur mentioned the most controversial 
points, including:  

 the choice of legal instrument (Regulation or 
Directive);  

 the scope of the Regulation (inclusion of light 
commercial vehicles and tractors);  

 the use and characteristics of the risk rating 
system;  

 the number of checks to be carried out by 
Member States; and  

 the inclusion of cargo securing rules. 

Ms Sehnalova agreed with Mr Kuhn's remark that 
a common definition of roadworthiness test is 
necessary and showed her willingness to find 
compromises.  
 
Registration documents: 
 
Ms Savisaar-Toomast supported most 
amendments, except those seeking to delete the 
definitions of the withdrawal/cancellation of the 
registration and others that, in her view, 
complicated the procedure of registration. She 
insisted on the reduction of the physical size of the 
registration document and the interlinking of 
databases. Some concerns were raised about the 
distribution of data and whether it should be on 
an automatic or on an on-demand basis. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in TRAN Committee May 2013 

Vote in plenary July 2013  
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EU's external aviation policy 
Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP; RO) 
Own Initiative Report 
 
The Rapporteur explained that he had prepared 
a series of compromise amendments covering 
issues such as the completion of the Single 
European Sky, infrastructure development and 
the role of the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation. Shadow Rapporteurs welcomed this 
approach and also highlighted amendments 
dealing with trans-Siberian flights, unfair 
competition within Europe and the need for 
bilateral agreements to maintain European 
standards. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in TRAN Committee 7 May 2013 

 
PRESENTATION OF DRAFT RECCOMMENDATION 

Air Agreement EU-Sri Lanka 
Rapporteur: Petri Sarvamaa (EPP; FI) 
Consent procedure 
 
This is a typical horizontal air service agreement 
which aims to align the 15 existing bilateral 
agreements concluded between Member States 
and Sri Lanka with EU law. Like other agreements 
of this type, it provides for an EU designation 
clause, permitting all EU carriers to benefit from 
the right of establishment. The Rapporteur and 
Shadow Rapporteurs expressed their support for 
the conclusion of the agreement. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in TRAN Committee 7 May 2013 

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORT 

Blue Growth 
Rapporteur: Spyros Danellis (S&D; GR) 
Own Initiative Report 
 
The Rapporteur said that the urgent need for 
economic development and job creation meant 
that a new political approach to the maritime 
economy was required. The draft report focuses 
on addressing two basic challenges. The first is the 
need to ensure that the workforce has the 
necessary skills for the emerging maritime sectors, 
so that blue growth is synonymous with high-
employment growth. The second is to ensure the 
integrated sustainability of blue growth, so that it 
will not damage the fragile marine environment.  
 

 
 
The draft report contains recommendations for: 
 
 Maritime Spatial Planning; 
 Integrated Coastal Zone Management;  
 Maritime skills and employment;  
 Shipping and Shipbuilding;  
 Maritime and coastal tourism;  
 Blue energy;  
 Aquaculture;  
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 Marine Mineral Extraction; and 
 Blue Biotechnology. 
 
The Committee generally supported the 
approach of the Rapporteur and stressed the 
need for a realistic and coherent framework, 
opening up prospects for broad synergies 
between economic sectors. Many Members 
referred in particular to the need for a sustainable 
approach to blue growth in emerging activities 
such as wind and ocean energy, aquaculture 
and marine mineral extraction. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 29 April 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 30 May 2013 

Vote in plenary July 2013 

 
 
PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINIONS 

Enabling state aid regulation 
Rapporteur: Brian Simpson (S&D; UK) 
Consultation procedure, Opinion to ECON 
 
Members supported the Rapporteur's proposal to 
delete all references to Regulation 1370/2007 on 
state aid in public transport. Apart 
from underlining the particular importance of 
state aid to public transport services, Members 
were very critical of the procedure chosen by the 
Commission. They felt that this circumvented 
Parliament's legislative prerogatives. Any change 
to Regulation 1370/2007 should have been 
proposed as amendments to that regulation 
under the Ordinary Legislative Procedure. This is 
currently being debated in the context of the 4th 
railway package. 

Timetable foreseen  

Vote in TRAN Committee 7 May 2013 

Vote in ECON Committee 30 May 2013 

Vote in plenary July 2013 

 
Fluorinated greenhouse gases 
Rapporteur: Gilles Pargneaux (S&D; FR) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, Opinion to ENVI 
 
The Rapporteur supported the Commission's 
proposal to extend the scope of the current 
Regulation on fluorinated greenhouse gases to 
refrigerated trucks and trailers. However, in order 
not to introduce unfair competition between 
transport means and undertakings, he proposed 
broadening the scope of the Regulation to 
refrigerated equipments on vans, trains, trailers 
and containers, while also paying attention to 
feasibility aspects.  
 
The Rapporteur also thought that some provisions 
were not adequate for the transport sector. 
Finally, he suggested modifying the timeframe 
regarding the implementation of the quota 
system. 
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The Shadow Rapporteurs generally supported the 
approach of limiting the use of fluorinated 
greenhouse gases. However, most were 
concerned that the proposed measures would 
require increased investments. This could reduce 
competitiveness of the transport sector, and have 
a negative impact on SMEs, in particular if the 
scope of the regulation was extended to vans 
and trucks of less than 3.5 tonnes.  
 
With regard to the timeframe for phasing-down 
greenhouse gases, some Members opposed any 
speed-up of the phase-down while others were 
concerned about over-commitment.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 26 April 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 30 May 2013 

Vote in ENVI Committee 19 June 2013 

 
 
PRESENTATION OF WORKING DOCUMENT 

Occurrence reporting in civil aviation 
Rapporteur: Christine De Veyrac (EPP; FR) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
Ms de Veyrac underlined her strong support for 
the principle of reinforcing air safety. She saw the 
proposal as an important and positive step in that 
direction, through better exchange of 
information, enhanced protection for those 
making reports and greater transparency towards 
the general public.  
 
Some issues remain to be clarified, including the 
precise role of the European Aviation Safety 

Agency (EASA) and the extension of the reporting 
obligations to the non commercial-aviation 
sector. 
 
Many Members expressed their support for the 
aims pursued by the Commission and the ideas 
expressed in the working document. Some 
stressed the cultural differences between Member 
States related to incident reporting. 
 
All  speakers pointed out that EASA should play a 
stronger role and that, if the obligations to report 
were extended to non-commercial aviation, they 
should remain proportionate and take into 
account the economic and technical capabilities 
of this sector. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Presentation of report 17 June 2013 

Deadline for amendments 27 June 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 17 September 2013

Vote in plenary Oct/Nov 2013 (tbc) 

 
 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

on road cabotage including presentation of 
two studies: Social and working conditions of 
road transport hauliers and Development and 
implementation of EU road cabotage 
 
Even though road cabotage is only 1.2 % of 
services provided by EU 27 hauliers, two key 
changes had occurred in recent years: the 
amendment of the rules allowing the cabotage 
operations on a temporary basis and EU 
enlargements. The studies show that there is little 
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evidence of effective international cooperation in 
the enforcement of the current rules. They also 
concluded that the liberalisation process since 
the nineties contributed to degrading working 
environments for both resident and non-resident 
professional drivers. 
 
In the debate, most experts and many Members 
took the view that time was not yet ripe for further 
market opening. Instead, emphasis should be put 
on strengthening the enforcement of the existing 
rules. 
 
 
PRESENTATION 

on weights and dimensions Directive by VP 
Kallas 
 

 

Vice-President Kallas underlined that the main 
objective of the revision was to allow more 
energy efficient or aerodynamic vehicles to be 
put on the market. Currently, the improvement of 
vehicles’ aerodynamic performances and the 
installation of alternative propulsion systems, 
hybrid or electric, would reduce the vehicle’s 
commercial load and was therefore not 
attractive for business. He therefore proposed that 
certain environmental protection and road safety 
adaptations should be included in the size and 
weights calculations.  
 
However, the Commission also seeks to clarify 
their legal interpretation of the circulation of 
longer and heavier trucks "giga-liners", allowing 
them to cross borders between two Member 
States, if both States agreed. This part sparked 
diverging reactions from Members. 
 
 
NEGOTIATION MANDATES 

Following plenary adoption of the revised 
Committee report on groundhandling services on 
16 April 2013, the three Rapporteurs Artur Zasada 
(EPP), Giommaria Uggias (ALDE) and Jörg 
Leichtfried (S&D) received mandates to enter 
into negotiations with the Council and the 
Commission. In addition to groundhandling, the 
airports package includes proposals on common 
rules for the allocation of slots and noise-related 
operating restrictions. All three mandates are 
based on the Parliament's first reading. 
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NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS 

Provisional agenda: 

Monday, 6 May 2013, afternoon 

 Deployment of alternative fuels - Exchange of views 
/ Fidanza 

 Fuels and energy from renewable sources: 
transition to biofuels - presentation of draft opinion / 
Wils 

 Feedback on trilogues (in camera) 

 

Tuesday, 7 May 2013, morning 

 EU's external aviation policy - vote / Marinescu 
 Air Agreement EU-Sri Lanka  - vote / Sarvamaa 
 Enabling state aid regulation - vote / Simpson 
 Hearing on 4th Railway package / Grosch; El 

Khadraoui; Kohlíček 

 

Tuesday, 7 May 2013, afternoon 

 Hearing on 4th Railway package / Bilbao 
Barandica; Cramer; Zīle 

 

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS 

Wednesday 29 May, 9h00-12h30  
Wednesday, 29 May, 15h00-18h30  
Thursday, 30 May, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 30 May, 15h00-18h30  
-------------------  
Monday, 17 June, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 18 June, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 18 June, 15h00-18h30  
-------------------  
Monday, 8 July, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 9 July, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 9 July, 15h00-18h30  
 
Thursday, 5 September, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 5 September, 15h00-18h30  
 
 Tuesday, 17 September, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 17 September, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 30 September, 15h00-18h30  
-------------------  
Monday, 7 October, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 8 October, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 8 October, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 14 October, 15h00-18h30  
 
For the complete 2013 meetings calendar click here 
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USEFUL LINKS 

TRAN website: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN 

 

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do 

 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

 

European Railway Agency newsletters: 

http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx 

 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html 

 

SESAR Joint Undertaking news 

http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news 

 

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters: 

http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/ 

 

DG MOVE newsletter: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm 

 

Irish Presidency: 

http://www.eu2013.ie/ 

 

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: 

tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

 




