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ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORT 

Groundhandling services at Union airports 
Rapporteur: Artur Zasada (EPP; PL) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
Following a lively debate, Members overturned 
their November 2012 vote to reject the proposal 
by a narrow majority of 19 votes in favour, 15 
against and 10 abstentions. The amendments 
adopted include raising the threshold for the 
further opening of the market in restricted airside 
services to 15 million passengers and 200 000 
tonnes of freight, with a transitional period of up 
to 10 years and establishing minimum quality 
standards at all European airports.  
 

      
 
In addition, Members decided that all 
groundhandling companies, including self-
handling airlines and subcontractors, would have 
to go through the same harmonised approval 
procedure and respect social and working 
conditions.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in plenary April 2013 

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT REPORTS 

Roadworthiness Package (3 proposals) 
Rapporteurs: Werner Kuhn (EPP; DE) 
  Olga Sehnalová (S&D; CS) 
  Vilja Savisaar-Toomast (ALDE; ET) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
Roadworthiness testing: 
Mr Kuhn's draft report was generally welcomed 
by most Members. However, there were diverging 
views on organisational aspects of the 
inspections. The structure and organisation of 
operators dealing with roadworthiness testing 
differs in Member States. Many Members stressed 
that some Member States with good results in 
terms of road safety do not apply a strict 
separation of repair and control activities. Some 
Members questioned the proposed testing of 
tractors and light trailers. In addition, some 
Members recalled that the proposal aimed at 
both road safety and environmental protection.  
 
Technical roadside inspections: 
Ms Sehnalová stressed the huge differences 
between how technical roadside inspections are 
carried out in Member States. She said the 
proportion of vehicles found not to be compliant 
with roadworthiness requirements ranged from 
0.3% in one Member State to 63% in another, with 
significant differences even between 
neighbouring countries. Some Member States 
performed an elaborate test procedure when 
others carried out a visual inspection or simply 
controlled the documentation. 
 
Therefore she supported the Commission's 
proposal, in particular to introduce a risk rating 
system for the selection of vehicles to be subject 
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to a technical roadside inspection. She thought 
that the Regulation should include tractors used 
for commercial purposes and that training of 
inspectors performing the initial roadside check 
should also be considered. 
 

 
 
Registration documents 
The Commission proposal defines the place of 
registration of vehicles and introduces the 
withdrawal and the cancellation of registration 
certificates. New requirements concern 
electronic registration databases, re-registration, 
the destruction of vehicles and the follow up of 
roadworthiness test results. 
 
Ms Savisaar-Toomast supported the proposal and 
suggested the following amendments for 
coherency with existing legislation and to reduce 
administrative burden: 
 the reduction in physical size of the registration 

certificate and the inclusion of a reference to 
the roadworthiness tests so as to reduce the 
number of papers drivers have to carry; 

 the possibility for the vehicle owner to cancel 
the registration of a vehicle so as to be 
exempted from further liability; 

 all Member States to mutually recognise the 
validity of roadworthiness tests. 

 
The Committee generally welcomed the draft 
report. The main issues to be discussed further 
were: the need to connect or create databases, 
and the liability after the sale but before the re-
registration of a vehicle.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 27 March 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee May 2013 

Vote in plenary July 2013  

 
European Electronic Toll Service and road 
vignette 
Rapporteur: Jim Higgins (EPP; IE) 
Own Initiative Report 
 
The draft report's main elements were:  
 
 needing to create an effective and 

interoperable EETS; 
 avoiding road vignette systems that 

discriminated against occasional users; 
 allowing Member States to set out the amount 

charged for road use and to decide how to 
spend the revenues collected; 

 favouring distance-based rather than time-
based systems; 

 creating a common European road sign 
informing road users about toll services and 
their costs and developing online payments.  

 
The Committee welcomed these proposals. Some 
Members pointed out the need to assess the 
consequences of EETS on data protection rules 
and to ensure that no toll system would weaken 



 

 4 
TRAN NEWS / 21 March 2013 

 

the principle of free movements within the EU. 
 

 
 
The Commission welcomed the draft report and 
informed the Committee that the EU was 
currently the world leader regarding electronic 
tolls. It believes that the EETS could be developed 
through a step-by-step, regional approach. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 25 March 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee April 2013 

Vote in plenary May 2013  

 
EU's external aviation policy 
Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP; RO) 
Own Initiative Report 
 
 The draft report takes account of the many 
developments in aviation over the last seven 
years since Parliament last considered this topic. It 
includes references to the inclusion of aviation in 
the Emissions Trading Scheme and the need for a 
united European position in the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation. Members broadly 
welcomed Mr Marinescu's approach. Among the 

points they raised were the forthcoming revision 
of air passengers' rights, the challenges to 
European airlines posed by Gulf-based 
competitors, Siberian overflight charges and the 
importance of completing the Single European 
Sky.  
 
The Commission representative also responded 
positively to the draft report, noting that the free 
trade negotiations with the United States could 
lead to advances for aviation. He commented 
that the issues for discussion would not be limited 
to ownership and control. He also said that 
reciprocity was needed concerning overflight 
charges. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 27 March 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee May 2013 

 
 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

with the General Rapporteur for Budget 2014 
Ms Anne Jensen 
 
Ms Jensen provided Members with information 
about key steps in the 2014 budgetary 
procedure. This should be the first year of the new 
Multiannual Financial Framework. Mrs Jensen 
called on the Commission to present 2014 draft 
budget based on the figures in the Commission's 
MFF proposal rather than the Council's reductions.  
 
Members pointed out that an additional €16 
billion would be needed to cover commitments 
due in 2013. This should not be carried over to the 
2014 budget. Agencies needed adequate 
funding to carry out their tasks. In particular, 
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Members underlined that the European Railway 
Agency will be given new tasks, which must be 
reflected in the budget.  
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 

by Vice President Siim Kallas on Air Passenger 
Rights Regulation 
 
The Commission's new proposal aims to amend 
the rules on compensation and assistance to air 
passengers facing delays, cancellations or lost 
baggage  
 
This proposal takes up a number of requests in 
Parliament's resolution of October 2012 including 
the observance of relevant Court judgements, 
strengthened implementing rules and clearer 
definitions of "extraordinary circumstances" under 
which airlines are exempted from compensating 
passengers. Mr Kallas underlined that, while the 
proposal would reinforce the position of 
passengers, it does not aim to punish airlines.  
 

 
 
Members recognised that the Commission had 
proposed valuable improvements but considered 

that several points need to be examined more 
closely or did not satisfy their expectations. These 
included provisions regarding hand luggage, 
price transparency, a more harmonised 
approach for all transport modes and 
compensation for passengers if airlines became 
insolvent. Members were particularly critical of 
the Commission's proposal regarding 
compensation in case of long delays. 
 
by the Commission on Flight and Duty times - 
state of play 

 
Although the existing Regulation established the 
first mandatory EU flight and duty limitations and 
rest requirements, it did not fully harmonise these 
limitations. In 2009, the Commission asked the 
European Aviation Safety Agency to review the 
current requirements to ensure an acceptable 
level of safety and provide a level-playing field 
for European airlines and aircrew.  
 
Based on the EASA Opinion published in October 
last year, the Commission is preparing a 
comitology measure which will be sent to 
Parliament for scrutiny. Matthew Baldwin  
(Director DG MOVE) expressed the Commission's 
wish to find a balanced solution which could 
address all stakeholders' concerns, although he 
stressed that these were safety measures and not 
related to social legislation. 
 
Members asked the Commission to clarify issues 
including time on standby, EASA's proposal for an 
11-hour flight limit for night duty, the link between 
necessary harmonisation of rules and the non-
regression clause, the scientific studies considered 
by EASA and the comparison between EU and US 
rules. 
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NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS 

Provisional agenda: 

Monday, 25 March 2013, afternoon 

 Opinion on modalities to reduce CO2 emissions 
from new passenger cars - consideration of 
amendments / Gardiazábal Rubial 

 Opinion on modalities to reduce CO2 emissions 
from new light commercial vehicles - consideration 
of amendments / Gardiazábal Rubial 

 Promoting a European transport-technology 
strategy for Europe's future sustainable mobility - 
presentation of draft report / Cramer 

 EU-Eurocontrol agreement on enhanced 
cooperation - presentation of draft report / Kohlíček 

 

Tuesday, 26 March 2013, morning 

 Opinion on modalities to reduce CO2 emissions 
from new passenger cars - vote / Gardiazábal 
Rubial 

 Opinion on modalities to reduce CO2 emissions 
from new light commercial vehicles - vote / 
Gardiazábal Rubial 

 Report back on trilogues (CEF, TEN-T, 
Tachograph) / Riquet, Ayala Sender, 
Koumoutsakos, Ertug and Ticau 

 Workshop on an overview of the air services 
agreements concluded by the EU 

 Roadworthiness package - consideration of draft 
report / Kuhn, Sehnalová and Savisaar-Toomast 

 

Tuesday, 26 March 2013, afternoon 

 Tourism Task Force - Exchange of views with VP 
Antonio Tajani  

 
 

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS 

 
Monday, 22 April, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 23 April, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 23 April, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 6 May, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 7 May, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 7 May, 15h00-18h30  
 
Wednesday, 29 May, 15h00-18h30  
Thursday, 30 May, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 30 May, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 17 June, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 18 June, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 18 June, 15h00-18h30  

 
Monday, 8 July, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 9 July, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 9 July, 15h00-18h30  

 
For the complete provisional 2013 meetings calendar 
click here 
 
Please note that the meeting scheduled for 11 April 
2013 has been cancelled. 
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USEFUL LINKS 

TRAN website: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN 

 

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do 

 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

 

European Railway Agency newsletters: 

http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx 

 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html 

 

SESAR Joint Undertaking news 

http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news 

 

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters: 

http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/ 

 

DG MOVE newsletter: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm 

 

Irish Presidency: 

http://www.eu2013.ie/ 

 

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: 

tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

 




