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ADOPTION OF DRAFT OPINION 

Aviation ETS - Stop the clock 
Rapporteur: Mathieu Grosch (EPP; DE) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, opinion to ENVI 
 
The Committee’s opinion endorsed the key 
elements of the Commission’s proposal: a one 
year derogation applying only to flights coming 
from or going outside Europe. However it thought 
that Switzerland should not be regarded as part 
of the European area for this purpose. It favoured 
more generous treatment for airlines that had 
bought ETS credits before the Commission 
announced this “stop the clock” proposal. In 
addition, the final opinion asks the Commission to 
keep Parliament fully informed of progress in 
international negotiations and supports using the 
money raised by including aviation in the ETS to 
fund climate change mitigation projects. 
 

 
 
During the discussion of amendments, the 
Rapporteur, supported by most Shadows, 
emphasised the importance of a limited 
derogation to maintain pressure for an 
international agreement at the International Civil 

Aviation Organisation meeting in September. 
One group criticised the Commission for lacking a 
‘plan B’ if the international negotiations failed. It 
also expressed concern that continuing to 
include internal European flights in the ETS would 
distort competition. The Commission insisted that 
internal flights should not be exempt given that 
the Union was seeking to negotiate a more 
ambitious international agreement. If these 
negotiations failed, all flights would again be 
included within the ETS. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in ENVI 26 February 2013 

Vote in plenary April 2013 

 
 
PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINIONS 

Modalities for reaching the 2020 target to 
reduce CO2 emissions from new passenger 
cars  
Rapporteur: Eider Gardiazábal Rubial (S&D; ES) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, opinion to ENVI 
 
The Rapporteur presented the four main elements 
in her draft opinion:  
 a CO2 emissions target for 2025 within a range 

of 65 to 75 g CO2/km to be confirmed by the 
Commission in the legislative proposal to be 
submitted by the end of 2014;  

 an alternative system to super credits aimed at 
facilitating and accelerating the introduction 
of more ultra-low carbon vehicles into the EU 
market by incentivising and rewarding 
manufacturers who have invested in low-
emission technologies;  

 a dual scheme where footprint may be used 
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as an alternative to mass as a utility parameter 
from 2016;  

 a set of amendments aimed to ensure that test 
procedures adequately reflect the emissions 
generated by real driving on the road. 

 
The Committee welcomed these proposals. Some 
Members questioned whether setting a target 
beyond 2020 was appropriate at this stage. 
 
Modalities for reaching the 2020 target to 
reduce CO2 emissions from new light 
commercial vehicles 
Rapporteur: Eider Gardiazábal Rubial (S&D; ES) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, opinion to ENVI 
 
The Rapporteur proposed: 
 a CO2 emissions target for 2025 within a range 

of 100 to 115 g CO2/km to be confirmed by 
the Commission in the legislative proposal to 
be submitted by the end of 2014; 

 a set of amendments to ensure that test 
procedures adequately reflect the emissions 
generated by real driving on the road.  

 

 
 
As with the previous opinion, the Committee 

welcomed the Rapporteur's proposals while 
making similar comments. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 26 February 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee 26 March 2013 

Vote in ENVI Committee 
(passenger cars) 

25 April 2013 

Vote in ENVI Committee 
(commercial vehicles) 

7 May 2013 

 
 
FEEDBACK FROM RAPPORTEUR 

Port State Control trilogue  
 
The Rapporteur recalled that the proposal would 
incorporate the 2006 Maritime Labour 
Convention (MLC) into the Port State Control 
Directive. This would mean that EU port authorities 
would have to ensure that ships were in 
compliance with the MLC as well as with other 
international agreements already listed in the 
Directive. He added that, as the MLC was due to 
come into force in August 2013, it would be 
desirable to have the enforcement side adopted 
as soon as possible.  
 
The first trilogue meeting, on 30 January 2013, had 
focused on the two most controversial points 
concerning non-ratification and non-regression. 
The Committee and Council positions remained 
far apart. 
 
Mr Simpson said the Council had not offered any 
measures to encourage third countries to ratify 
relevant international agreements. While it had 
put forward a compromise on the question of 
how to ensure that this Directive did not lead to 
any reduction in workers’ rights under existing EU 
legislation (“non regression”), this did not address 
the Committee’s concerns.  
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A further trilogue was planned for 27 February 
2013.  
 
 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

with Executive Director of EASA, Mr Goudou 
and Director of BEA, Mr Troadec 
 
Meeting held in camera. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 

by Vice-President Siim Kallas on the 4th 
Railway package 

 
Mr Kallas presented the six new legislative files 
making up this package. It contains elements to 
open fully the domestic passenger market, 
including for services performed under public 
service contracts. It also proposes greater 
separation of the infrastructure manager and 
railway undertakings, to strengthen the European 
Railway Agency (ERA) and to enhance safety 
and interoperability between national systems. 
According to the Commission, the package will 
make the rail system perform better, with national 
borders no longer being a barrier. This should 
increase rail's attractiveness, and thus generating 
more passengers and freight. 
 
All Members agreed that the rail system should 
become more efficient and attractive. Many 
Members commented on the Commission's 
approach to separation requirements. A broad 
majority was in favour of increased financial 
transparency. Some favoured going further than 
the Commission had proposed. Others rejected 
the idea that Member States should be less free 
to choose their preferred structural model. The 

issue of increased market access was also raised 
as was how, under a new legal framework, non-
profitable public services, for example in remote 
areas, could be maintained and how cherry-
picking be avoided.  
 
Many were concerned that social and 
employment aspects be taken into account. The 
proposals to strengthen the ERA, enhance 
interoperability and harmonise safety 
requirements were welcomed. Many Members 
commented on the lack of budgetary resources, 
as it was felt that, without the appropriate 
financial support provided by governments, the 
rail system could not achieve its full potential.  
 
Presentation by Vice President Siim Kallas on 
Clean Power for Transport 

 
Mr Kallas said Europe was heavily dependent on 
imported oil. Oil accounts for 94% of energy used 
for transport, with a bill of up to €1 billion a day, 
leading to a significant trade deficit. The proposal 
aimed to develop infrastructure for alternative 
fuels (electricity, hydrogen and natural gas) and 
to implement common technical specifications. 
 
Members welcomed the Commission's proposal 
and expressed concern about the limited 
availability of alternative fuels due to 
technological and commercial short-comings, 
the lack of consumer acceptance and 
inadequate infrastructure. Better consumer 
information was needed. Members stressed the 
importance of mobilising private investment 
together with Union support from TEN-T, Cohesion 
and Structural Funds as well as European 
Investment Bank lending.  
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NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS 

Provisional agenda: 

Monday, 18 March 2013, afternoon 

 Feedback on trilogues 
 Groundhandling - exchange of views / Zasada 
 General Rapporteur for Budget 2014 Ms Anne 

Jensen 
 The EU's external aviation policy - consideration of 

draft report / Marinescu 

 

Tuesday, 19 March 2013, morning 

 Groundhandling - vote / Zasada 
 Roadworthiness package - consideration of draft 

report / Kuhn, Sehnalová and Savisaar-Toomast 

 

Tuesday, 19 March 2013, afternoon 

 Electronic toll service - consideration of draft INI 
report / Higgins 

 

TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS 

 
Monday, 25 March, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 26 March, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 26 March, 15h00-18h30  

 
Thursday, 11 April, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 11 April, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 22 April, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 23 April, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 23 April, 15h00-18h30  
 
 Monday, 6 May, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 7 May, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 7 May, 15h00-18h30  
 
Wednesday, 29 May, 15h00-18h30  
Thursday, 30 May, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 30 May, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 17 June, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 18 June, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 18 June, 15h00-18h30  

 
 
For the complete provisional 2013 meetings calendar 
click here 
 
*Please note that the meeting scheduled for 7 March 
2013 has been cancelled. 
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USEFUL LINKS 

TRAN website: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN 

 

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do 

 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

 

European Railway Agency newsletters: 

http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx 

 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html 

 

SESAR Joint Undertaking news 

http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news 

 

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters: 

http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/ 

 

DG MOVE newsletter: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm 

 

Irish Presidency: 

http://www.eu2013.ie/ 

 

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: 

tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

 




