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ADOPTION OF DRAFT OPINIONS 

EU Competition Policy 
Rapporteur: Syed Kamall (ECR; UK) 
Own Initiative Report, opinion to ECON 
 
The adopted opinion balances calls for greater 
liberalisation and integration of European 
transport services with the wish to maintain 
standards for travellers, workers and the 
environment. Shadow Rapporteurs welcomed the 
compromise amendments the Rapporteur had 
put forward dealing with the aviation, rail and 
road haulage markets. All were subsequently 
approved. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in ECON Committee February 2013 

Vote in plenary April 2013 

 
Discharge 2011: General Budget Section III, 
Commission 
Rapporteur: Isabelle Durant (Greens/EFA; BE) 
Discharge procedure, opinion to CONT 
 
The Committee adopted the opinion with 36 
votes in favour, 2 against and 2 abstentions. It 
includes a call for Member States to match EU 
commitment for Trans-European projects and asks 
the Commission to propose a multi-annual tourism 
programme.  
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in CONT Committee March 2013 

Vote in plenary May 2013 

 

Discharge 2011: European Maritime Safety 
Agency, European Aviation Safety Agency, 
European Railway Agency and SESAR 
Rapporteur: Gesine Meissner (ALDE; DE)  
Discharge procedure, opinion to CONT 
 
The opinions were adopted by large majorities 
with 38 votes in favour, 2 against and 0 
abstentions for EMSA, 37:3:0 for EASA, 37:3:0 for 
ERA and 36:2:2 for SESAR. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Vote in CONT Committee March 2013 

Vote in plenary May 2013 

 
 
PRESENTATION OF DRAFT OPINION 

Aviation ETS - Stop the clock 
Rapporteur: Mathieu Grosch (EPP; DE) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, opinion to ENVI 
 
Mr Grosch supported the Commission’s proposal 
to suspend for one year the inclusion of flights 
coming from or going outside Europe in the 
Emissions Trading Scheme. This would give the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation a chance 
to reach an international agreement this year. If 
there were no results, we would be back to EU 
law. Debating alternatives at this stage would 
only weaken the negotiating position. 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs broadly supported this 
approach although some expressed concern 
about the competitive position of European 
airlines. Some Members favoured postponing the 
inclusion of aviation in the ETS for all flights.  
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The Commission representative said the proposal 
was time-limited. Whilst the ICAO negotiations 
were taking place, there was a limit to how 
explicit the EU could be about its objectives. 
However the initial meetings of the ICAO working 
group were encouraging. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Deadline for amendments 28 January 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee February 2013 

 
 
FEEDBACK FROM RAPPORTEUR 

Groundhandling: 
Rapporteur: Artur Zasada (EPP; PL) 
 
The Rapporteur said it was still worth working on 
the proposal to improve minimum quality 
standards, establish a uniform procurement 
procedure and harmonised European approval, 
all of which would be lost if the Committee 
rejected the document again. His view reflected 
discussions during two meetings with the Shadow 
Rapporteurs in January.  
 

He also noted that further progress in negotiations 
on greater market opening in groundhandling 
services would depend on agreeing on social 
protection provisions that were within the 
exclusive competence of the Employment 
Committee. He therefore suggested that the 
TRAN and EMPL Rapporteurs and Shadows should 
meet.   
 
Most Members agreed and added that any 
further steps to liberalise the market could not be 
taken without improving the working conditions, 
guaranteeing transfer of staff and harmonising of 
training requirements. While they noted that the 
Rapporteur had shown willingness to 
compromise, much now depended on what the 
Employment Committee would do.  
 
This support was not unanimous as some groups 
called for the proposal to be rejected again. In 
their view, it would change very little and 
concerned only a few airports. Some Members 
added that partial liberalisation would confuse 
the citizens and trigger false expectations while 
leaving further liberalisation to Member States 
would also not work.  
 
Members decided that a meeting with the EMPL 
Shadows should be the next step before the 
Committee reports back to plenary on the 
procedure to be followed.  
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EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

with Cypriot Minister for Communications and 
Works, Mr Efthemios Flourentzou 

 
The Minister set out the Council decisions taken in 
October and December 2012 on the 
tachograph, roadworthiness tests, Flag and Port 
State proposals, airport slots and the Integrated 
Maritime Policy. He also highlighted the high-level 
meeting on the Single European Sky in which the 
Committee Chair, Brian Simpson, took part 
 

Members criticised the lack of progress towards 
the Single European Sky, where the December 
deadline for establishing Functional Airspace 
Blocks had passed.  There was also concern 
about the financing perspectives for Trans-
European Network for Transport during the next 
funding period.   
 
with Irish Minister for Transport, Mr Varadkar 
 
The Minister announced that the Irish Presidency 
would focus on advancing legislation which aims 
to provide stability, jobs and growth in Europe. For 
transport, the over-riding priority would be to 
promote a safer, more integrated, more efficient 
and sustainable network, not least to support 
Europe's global competitiveness and the 
completion of the single market.  
 
Improving European transport infrastructure was 
particularly important for Ireland, given that its 
recovery was based heavily on exports. The TEN-T 
and the CEF were therefore top priorities, as was 
the Agreement on the Multi-Annual Financial 
Framework.  

However, the Minister emphasised that 
agreements should not be sought for the sake of 
it, as too often happens, good proposals are 
watered down to the lowest common 
denominator with too many opt-outs.  
 

 
 
The Presidency would organise conferences on 
road safety, Intelligent Transport Systems and on 
heritage tourism.  
 
Members supported the Minister's position that 
legislation must add value and be in line with the 
objectives of competitiveness, growth and job 
creation. Efficient TEN-T projects and adequate 
CEF Funding were therefore of the utmost 
importance as were the completion of the Single 
European Sky and the fourth Rail Package. They 
also stressed the need to address road safety, air 
pilots' working conditions and lessons to be learnt 
from the Concordia accident.  
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EU's external aviation policy 
Rapporteur: Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP; RO) 
Own Initiative Report 
 
Mr Marinescu noted that, faced with competition 
from fast-growing economies in Asia and 
elsewhere, Europe should address its internal 
problems and complete the Single European Sky, 
while also include neighbouring countries. The 
Commission needed negotiating mandates for 
key trading partners such as China and India to 
promote a more coherent external aviation 
policy.  
 
Shadow Rapporteurs broadly endorsed the 
Rapporteur’s approach while highlighting issues 
such as the need to evaluate agreements 
concluded with third countries, suggestions that 
public funding from Gulf States distorted 
competition, the link between the US air 
agreement and possible Free Trade negotiations 
and problems caused by Russia’s attitude to 
overflights. Almost all speakers considered that 
European aviation would be much stronger if we 
spoke with 1 rather than 27 voices.  
 
The Commission representative emphasised that 
Europe still had three airlines and three airport 
hubs in the world’s top ten. Since 2005, 
agreements with third countries had brought 
legal certainty and substantial economic 
benefits. However national fragmentation was still 
a problem. With regard to ICAO, the solution was 
more coordination. Russia remained a major 
challenge but speaking with one voice would 
increase the likelihood of a satisfactory outcome. 
The Commission hoped Parliament would back a 
European approach to the issue. 

Timetable foreseen  

Presentation of draft report March 2013 

Deadline for amendments 27 March 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee May 2013 

 
European Electronic Toll Service and road 
vignette 
Rapporteur: Jim Higgins (EPP; IE) 
Own Initiative Report 
 
Mr Higgins said he was disappointed by the lack 
of progress made by Member States and 
operators in the implementation of the EETS. He 
intended to describe the ways to revive this 
important project when presenting his draft 
report. Members agreed that this was important 
for simplifying the lives of citizens and companies. 
However it was clear that several interested 
parties lacked the political will to move the file 
forward, given that the technology allowing full 
interoperability of toll services in Europe already 
exists.  
 
The debate concentrated on how to fund 
infrastructure fairly and cost efficiently without 
impeding freedom of movements within the 
internal market, how to develop the "polluter 
pays" principle and what was the best way to 
achieve full implementation of the EETS. The issue 
of data protection was also touched upon. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Presentation of draft report March 2013 

Deadline for amendments 20 March 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee April 2013 

Vote in plenary May 2013 (tbc) 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

Roadworthiness Package (3 proposals) 
Rapporteurs: Werner Kuhn (EPP; DE) 
  Olga Sehnalová (S&D; CS) 
  Vilja Savisaar-Toomast (ALDE; ET) 
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading 
 
 
It was underlined that roadworthiness testing 
would be based on a set of minimum standards 
giving Member States the possibility of setting 
their own higher ones. Members called for a 
proper balance to be found in the frequency of 
testing to avoid citizens facing unnecessary red 
tape. Some touched on the scope of the 
proposed measures, questioning compulsory EU 
wide testing of tractors, motorcycles and trailers.  
 

 
 

While the need for data exchange was 
recognised, its financial aspects should be 
considered. The proposed objective of 5% 

roadside inspections of commercial vehicles 
should take account of available financial 
resources. In addition, the safety risk of wheel 
cracks was addressed in the debate.  

 
Rapporteurs concluded that Europe needed the 
highest possible technical standards, 
independent test centres and well trained 
inspectors. Focus should also be put on financing 
roadside inspections and cargo securing. The 
question of who would be responsible for 
technical problems arising from roadside 
inspections of commercial vehicles need to be 
clarified. 
 
Timetable foreseen  

Presentation of reports March 2013 

Deadline for amendments 22 March 2013 

Vote in TRAN Committee May 2013 

Vote in plenary July 2013  

 
 
PRESENTATION OF STUDIES 

TEN-T large projects - Investments and costs 

 
Members welcomed the study and pointed out 
that many recommendations were in line with the 
Committee's report on the TEN-T guidelines. They 
emphasised the need for more transparency in 
project selection criteria, analyses performed and 
ex-post data from all Member States, suggesting 
that this information should be made available 
via a single source at the European Commission.  
 
Members also highlighted the need to improve 
existing reporting tools and to develop new, 
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easier-to-use reporting and comparison of 
different national methods. They favoured giving 
the European TEN-T Coordinators a stronger role 
and associating local and regional authorities as 
well as the general public at all project stages. 
The best possible economic forecasting and an 
appropriate balance of conditionality and 
proportionality for TEN-T project funding was also 
needed. 
 
The study was carried out and presented by the 
Fraunhofer Institut für System und 
Innovationsforschung (Karlsruhe), in parallel with 
the ongoing legislative work of the Committee on 
the revised TEN-T Guidelines and the Connecting 
Europe Facility.  
 
Industrial heritage and rural tourism 
 
Bernard Lane, one of the authors, explained that 
the study described and analysed how, why, 
when and where industrial heritage based and 
rural tourism had risen in Europe. Having grown 
rapidly since the seventies in response to new 
markets and lifestyles, they have become niche 
market tourism areas with very different features.  
 
Industrial heritage tourism is concentrated in 
North-West Europe. It is essentially public sector 
and managed by non-profit groups. Even though 
they cannot reverse the unemployment of areas 
that had suffered industrial decline, heritage 
conservation activities can improve the image 
and value of these areas. 
  
Rural and agri-tourism is widespread across 
Europe and has a much larger turnover and more 

employees. It is composed of a very large 
number of locally owned private sector micro-
businesses.  
 
Both industrial and rural tourism are important in 
terms of heritage conservation and both can 
make tourism more sustainable, including by low 
carbon approaches 
 
The study outlines a complex series of problems to 
be overcome before exploiting the potential for 
further growth in and proposes a range of 
developmental tools. Particular attention is paid 
to trails, heritage regions and visitor centres.   
 
Finally the study encourages European action to 
solve these problems. It proposes launching a 
prototype slow tourism corridor and encouraging 
tourism from newly-industrialising countries.  
 
Members were particularly interested in reducing 
the seasonality of tourism, including how to 
expand special interest tourism and sustainable 
modes of mobility, how to improve the visibility 
and empowerment of rural communities and how 
to attract young people towards industrial 
heritage activities.  
 
The study was carried out in cooperation with the 
ITT (University of Central Lancashire). 
 
 
ORAL QUESTIONS IN PLENARY 15-17 JANUARY 
2013, STRASBOURG 

Debate on longer and heavier trucks 
 
Members exchanged views with Commissioner 
Kallas on longer and heavier trucks. The 
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Commission was asked to put forward a full 
revision of the existing legislation which addresses 
the issue of cross border circulation of such lorries.  
 
The one-bag carry-on rule imposed by 
certain airlines  
 
The Committee Chair, Brian Simpson, introduced 
the debate by saying that action needed to be 
taken to address the inconsistency and lack of 
transparency people often faced when travelling 
by air. Some airlines charged airport purchases or 
laptops as extra baggage, while others 
considered these to be part of the carry-on 
allowance and so free of charge. This often left 
passengers angry, confused and with the feeling 
of having been "robbed".  
 
Other Members supported this assessment. The 
Commissioner defended the freedom of air 
carriers to set airfares and conditions as a 
cornerstone of the single aviation market. 
However, he stressed that airlines had to set terms 
and conditions transparently and in line with 
relevant EU legislation. Therefore, giving 
passengers better information about airlines' 
conditions would be vital to address the issue.  
 
 
NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS 

Provisional agenda: 

Monday, 18 February 2013, afternoon 

 Report back on trilogue on Port State control / 
Simpson 

 Aviation ETS - stop the clock - consideration of 
AMs / Grosch 

 

Tuesday, 19 February 2013, morning 

 Aviation ETS - stop the clock - vote / Grosch 
 Modalities for reaching the 2020 target by reducing 

CO2 emissions from new passenger cars - 
consideration of draft opinion & 
Modalities to reduce CO2 emissions from new light 
commercial vehicles - consideration of draft opinion 
/ Gardiazábal Rubial 

 Exchange of views with Executive Director of 
EASA, Mr Goudrou - in camera 

 

Tuesday, 19 February 2013, afternoon 

 Presentation by the Commission DG MOVE, Mr 
Ruete  on 4th Railway package 

 Presentation by DG MOVE, Mr Ruete on Clean 
Power for Transport (tbc) 

 
TRAN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2013, BRUSSELS 

Thursday, 7 March, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 7 March, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 18 March, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 19 March, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 19 March, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 25 March, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 26 March, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 26 March, 15h00-18h30  

 
Thursday, 11 April, 9h00-12h30  
Thursday, 11 April, 15h00-18h30  
 
Monday, 22 April, 15h00-18h30  
Tuesday, 23 April, 9h00-12h30  
Tuesday, 23 April, 15h00-18h30  
 
For the complete provisional 2013 meetings calendar 
click here 
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USEFUL LINKS 

TRAN website: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=TRAN 

 

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do 

 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

 

European Railway Agency newsletters: 

http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx 

 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: 

http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html 

 

SESAR Joint Undertaking news 

http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news 

 

Trans-European Transport Network Executive Agency newsletters: 

http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsletter/ 

 

DG MOVE newsletter: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm 

 

Irish Presidency: 

http://www.eu2013.ie/ 

 

For more information and subscription, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: 

tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

 




