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Draft amendment 363 
=== AGRI/6017 === 

Tabled by Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 05 08 77 16 — Preparatory action — Smart rural areas in the 21st century 

Amend figures as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

05 08 77 16 
2.0.PPPA 

p.m. 3 650 000 p.m. 3 650 000 4 000 000 350 000 4 000 000 4 000 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 3 650 000 p.m. 3 650 000 4 000 000 350 000 4 000 000 4 000 000 

Justification: 

The amendment aims at restoring the current (2019) level of spending in order to properly continue the 

implementation of this successful pilot project. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 378 
=== AGRI/6041 === 

Tabled by Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 05 08 77 17 — Pilot project — Developing a farmers’ toolbox for integrated pest management 

practices from across the Union 

Amend figures and remarks as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

05 08 77 17 
2.0.PPPA 

p.m. 315 000 p.m. 315 000 1 500 000 1 185 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 315 000 p.m. 315 000 1 500 000 1 185 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Remarks: 

Amend text as follows: 

While EU legislation has been developed over the years to allow for a sustainable use of pesticides, there 

are still many gaps in its implementation at Member State level and farmers say that replacing pesticides 

is difficult, costly and that alternatives do not exist.This appropriation is intended to cover commitments 

remaining to be settled from previous years under the pilot project. 

Based on the findings of the recent European Commission evaluation (COM(2017) 587 final), the 

proposed study would assess Integrated Pest Management (IPM) measures taken in each of the MS, 

including on the agricultural land managed under IPM and possibly classifying by type of crops. It will 

collect evidence of pesticide use reduction and gather practices applied. This project will develop a tool 

box to enable farmers and farmers’ advisors to accomplish the policy aim of significant reduction in 

pesticide dependency. The toolbox should describe, for a wide number of crops, the protocols to be applied 

for IPM, including the alternatives to chemical pesticides. The study will identify and propose effective 

approaches, beginning with the modification of farming practices, using rotation wherever possible, 

followed by introduction where appropriate of resilient and resistant crop varieties, use of beneficial 

insects, use of alternative pesticides, etc. The alternatives should be differentiated and adapted to local 

conditions. While Union legislation has been developed over the years to ensure sustainable use of 
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pesticides, there are still many gaps in its implementation at Member State level and farmers say that 

replacing pesticides is difficult and costly or that alternatives do not exist. 

The project, costing an estimated EUR 1.500.000 over 2 years, should take into account inter alia the 

experiences collected from work done by the International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC), 

International Biocontrol Manufacturer Association (IBMA) and organisations working on different 

agronomic approaches and IPM with farmers.Building on the findings of the recent Commission 

evaluation (COM(2017) 587 final), the study will assess integrated pest management (IPM) measures taken 

in each of the Member States, including farmland managed under IPM, and possibly classify them by type of 

crops. It will collect evidence of pesticide use reduction and gather information on the practices applied. The 

project will develop a toolbox to enable farmers and farmers’ advisers to achieve the policy aim of 

significantly reducing pesticide dependency. The toolbox should describe, for a large number of crops, the 

protocols to be applied for IPM, including the alternatives to chemical pesticides. The study will identify and 

propose effective approaches, beginning with the modification of farming practices, using rotation wherever 

possible, followed by the introduction, where appropriate, of resilient and resistant crop varieties and the use 

of beneficial insects and alternative pesticides, etc. Alternatives should be tailored to local conditions.  

The study will contain an analysis of how well the CAP tools are promoting IPM among farmers. It 

should also propose how to scale up practices throughout Europe, with the help of the post 2020 CAP 

instruments (e.g. Farm Advisory Services being able to inform farmers of how to apply IPM) and its 

Green architecture to encourage farmers to apply the principles ofproject will take into account inter alia 

the experiences gained from work done by the International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC), the 

International Biocontrol Manufacturer Association (IBMA) and organisations working with farmers on 

different agronomic approaches and IPM. 

The study would also investigate the obstacles (real or perceived) seen by farmers and experts that limit 

diffusion and uptake of IPM in the field.will contain an analysis of how well common agricultural policy 

(CAP) tools are promoting IPM among farmers. It will also propose how to scale up practices throughout 

Europe, with the help of the post-2020 CAP instruments (e.g. farm advisory services informing farmers how 

to apply IPM) and the CAP green architecture to encourage farmers to apply the principles of IPM. 

The EU Directive 2009/128/EC on Sustainable Use of Pesticides (SUD) foresees in article 14 that 

‘Member States shall take all necessary measures to promote low pesticide-input pest management, giving 

wherever possible priority to non-chemical methods, so that professional users of pesticides switch to 

practices and products with the lowest risk to human health and the environment among those available 

for the same pest problem.’study will also investigate the obstacles (real or perceived) seen by farmers and 

experts that limit dissemination and uptake of IPM in the field. 

The European Commission’s evaluation on the implementation of the SUD (COM(2017) 587 final) 

specifies: Article 14 of Directive 2009/128/EC on Sustainable Use of Pesticides (SUD) lays down that 

‘Integrated Pest Management is a cornerstone of the Directive, and it is therefore of particular concern 

that Member States have not yet set clear targets and ensured their implementation, including for the 

more widespread use of land management techniques such as crop rotation.Member States shall take all 

necessary measures to promote low pesticide-input pest management, giving wherever possible priority to 

non-chemical methods, so that professional users of pesticides switch to practices and products with the 

lowest risk to human health and the environment among those available for the same pest problem.’ 

And also: The Commission’s evaluation of the implementation of the SUD (COM(2017) 587 final) states: 

‘Member States need to develop clearly defined criteria so that they can assess systematically whether the 

eight principles of IPM are implemented, and take appropriate enforcement measures if this is not the 

case. Such tools could confirm that the intended outcome of IPM as specified in the Directive, a reduction 

of the dependency on pesticide use, is being achieved.Integrated Pest Management is a cornerstone of the 

Directive, and it is therefore of particular concern that Member States have not yet set clear targets and 

ensured their implementation, including for the more widespread use of land management techniques such as 

crop rotation.’ 
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Both the EU Council on Agriculture (on 6 November 2017) and the European Parliament (on 13 

November 2017) have discussed the findings in the Commission’s report and both have confirmed their 

engagement towards ensuring deeper and meaningful implementation in the future. It also notes that 

‘Member States need to develop clearly defined criteria so that they can assess systematically whether the 

eight principles of IPM are implemented, and take appropriate enforcement measures if this is not the case. 

Such tools could confirm that the intended outcome of IPM as specified in the Directive, a reduction of the 

dependency on pesticide use, is being achieved.’ 

This project will help farmers and Member States to start coherently applying IPM, and reducing 

farmers’ dependency on pesticides.Both the Agriculture Council (on 6 November 2017) and the European 

Parliament (on 13 November 2017) have discussed the findings in the Commission’s report and both have 

confirmed their commitment to ensuring deeper and meaningful implementation in the future.  

As indicated by the European Commission, a budget of at least EUR 1.500.000 is necessary in order to 

implement the project successfully. The pilot project´s results may be incorporated into the research 

project Stepping up integrated pest management. It can contribute to gathering information on the 

current application of the IPM on the ground and be useful for the Member States in order to design their 

CAP plans.This project will help farmers and Member States to begin applying IPM consistently, and reduce 

farmers’ dependence on pesticides. 

This ongoing pilot project, with a view to becoming a preparatory action, was reassessed successfully as 

its budget increase has been proposed: EUR 1.500.000 (total budget 2019-2020). The budget increase has 

been requested by EC services and stakeholders in order to ensure its optimal implementation. The 

increased amounts reflect the budget cuts which were made during the negotiations on PPPA compromise 

package in 2018.The pilot project will generate results that can be incorporated into the research project 

‘Stepping up integrated pest management’ and can contribute to gathering information on how IPM is 

currently applied on the ground, and will be useful for Member States in designing their CAP plans. 

Justification: 

A toolkit of successful IPM measures will be developed to help farmers and FAS advisors across the EU 

tackle the problem of pest resistance and increase input autonomy, so they can better choose measures 

tailored to their own agronomic and economic situations. This will help to bring about the sustainable use of 

pesticides as intended by Directive 2009/128/EC. The ongoing project will also identify obstacles to uptake 

and implementation in the field and suggest possible solutions. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 335 
=== ENVI/5446 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 05 08 77 17 — Pilot project — Developing a farmers’ toolbox for integrated pest management 

practices from across the Union 

Amend figures and remarks as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

05 08 77 17 
2.0.PPPA 

p.m. 315 000 p.m. 315 000 1 500 000 1 185 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 315 000 p.m. 315 000 1 500 000 1 185 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Remarks: 

Amend text as follows: 

While EU legislation has been developed over the years to allow for a sustainable use of pesticides, there 
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are still many gaps in its implementation at Member State level and farmers say that replacing pesticides 

is difficult, costly and that alternatives do not exist.This appropriation is intended to cover commitments 

remaining to be settled from previous years under the pilot project. 

Based on the findings of the recent European Commission evaluation (COM(2017) 587 final), the 

proposed study would assess Integrated Pest Management (IPM) measures taken in each of the MS, 

including on the agricultural land managed under IPM and possibly classifying by type of crops. It will 

collect evidence of pesticide use reduction and gather practices applied. This project will develop a tool 

box to enable farmers and farmers’ advisors to accomplish the policy aim of significant reduction in 

pesticide dependency. The toolbox should describe, for a wide number of crops, the protocols to be applied 

for IPM, including the alternatives to chemical pesticides. The study will identify and propose effective 

approaches, beginning with the modification of farming practices, using rotation wherever possible, 

followed by introduction where appropriate of resilient and resistant crop varieties, use of beneficial 

insects, use of alternative pesticides, etc. The alternatives should be differentiated and adapted to local 

conditions. While Union legislation has been developed over the years to ensure sustainable use of 

pesticides, there are still many gaps in its implementation at Member State level and farmers say that 

replacing pesticides is difficult and costly or that alternatives do not exist. 

The project, costing an estimated EUR 1.500.000 over 2 years, should take into account inter alia the 

experiences collected from work done by the International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC), 

International Biocontrol Manufacturer Association (IBMA) and organisations working on different 

agronomic approaches and IPM with farmers.Building on the findings of the recent Commission 

evaluation (COM(2017) 587 final), the study will assess integrated pest management (IPM) measures taken 

in each of the Member States, including farmland managed under IPM, and possibly classify them by type of 

crops. It will collect evidence of pesticide use reduction and gather information on the practices applied. The 

project will develop a toolbox to enable farmers and farmers’ advisers to achieve the policy aim of 

significantly reducing pesticide dependency. The toolbox should describe, for a large number of crops, the 

protocols to be applied for IPM, including the alternatives to chemical pesticides. The study will identify and 

propose effective approaches, beginning with the modification of farming practices, using rotation wherever 

possible, followed by the introduction, where appropriate, of resilient and resistant crop varieties and the use 

of beneficial insects and alternative pesticides, etc. Alternatives should be tailored to local conditions.  

The study will contain an analysis of how well the CAP tools are promoting IPM among farmers. It 

should also propose how to scale up practices throughout Europe, with the help of the post 2020 CAP 

instruments (e.g. Farm Advisory Services being able to inform farmers of how to apply IPM) and its 

Green architecture to encourage farmers to apply the principles ofproject will take into account inter alia 

the experiences gained from work done by the International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC), the 

International Biocontrol Manufacturer Association (IBMA) and organisations working with farmers on 

different agronomic approaches and IPM. 

The study would also investigate the obstacles (real or perceived) seen by farmers and experts that limit 

diffusion and uptake of IPM in the field.will contain an analysis of how well common agricultural policy 

(CAP) tools are promoting IPM among farmers. It will also propose how to scale up practices throughout 

Europe, with the help of the post-2020 CAP instruments (e.g. farm advisory services informing farmers how 

to apply IPM) and the CAP green architecture to encourage farmers to apply the principles of IPM. 

The EU Directive 2009/128/EC on Sustainable Use of Pesticides (SUD) foresees in article 14 that 

‘Member States shall take all necessary measures to promote low pesticide-input pest management, giving 

wherever possible priority to non-chemical methods, so that professional users of pesticides switch to 

practices and products with the lowest risk to human health and the environment among those available 

for the same pest problem.’study will also investigate the obstacles (real or perceived) seen by farmers and 

experts that limit dissemination and uptake of IPM in the field. 

The European Commission’s evaluation on the implementation of the SUD (COM(2017) 587 final) 

specifies: Article 14 of Directive 2009/128/EC on Sustainable Use of Pesticides (SUD) lays down that 

‘Integrated Pest Management is a cornerstone of the Directive, and it is therefore of particular concern 
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that Member States have not yet set clear targets and ensured their implementation, including for the 

more widespread use of land management techniques such as crop rotation.Member States shall take all 

necessary measures to promote low pesticide-input pest management, giving wherever possible priority to 

non-chemical methods, so that professional users of pesticides switch to practices and products with the 

lowest risk to human health and the environment among those available for the same pest problem.’ 

And also: The Commission’s evaluation of the implementation of the SUD (COM(2017) 587 final) states: 

‘Member States need to develop clearly defined criteria so that they can assess systematically whether the 

eight principles of IPM are implemented, and take appropriate enforcement measures if this is not the 

case. Such tools could confirm that the intended outcome of IPM as specified in the Directive, a reduction 

of the dependency on pesticide use, is being achieved.Integrated Pest Management is a cornerstone of the 

Directive, and it is therefore of particular concern that Member States have not yet set clear targets and 

ensured their implementation, including for the more widespread use of land management techniques such as 

crop rotation.’ 

Both the EU Council on Agriculture (on 6 November 2017) and the European Parliament (on 13 

November 2017) have discussed the findings in the Commission’s report and both have confirmed their 

engagement towards ensuring deeper and meaningful implementation in the future. It also notes that 

‘Member States need to develop clearly defined criteria so that they can assess systematically whether the 

eight principles of IPM are implemented, and take appropriate enforcement measures if this is not the case. 

Such tools could confirm that the intended outcome of IPM as specified in the Directive, a reduction of the 

dependency on pesticide use, is being achieved.’ 

This project will help farmers and Member States to start coherently applying IPM, and reducing 

farmers’ dependency on pesticides.Both the Agriculture Council (on 6 November 2017) and the European 

Parliament (on 13 November 2017) have discussed the findings in the Commission’s report and both have 

confirmed their commitment to ensuring deeper and meaningful implementation in the future.  

As indicated by the European Commission, a budget of at least EUR 1.500.000 is necessary in order to 

implement the project successfully. The pilot project´s results may be incorporated into the research 

project Stepping up integrated pest management. It can contribute to gathering information on the 

current application of the IPM on the ground and be useful for the Member States in order to design their 

CAP plans.This project will help farmers and Member States to begin applying IPM consistently, and reduce 

farmers’ dependence on pesticides. 

This ongoing pilot project, with a view to becoming a preparatory action, was reassessed successfully as 

its budget increase has been proposed: EUR 1.500.000 (total budget 2019-2020). The budget increase has 

been requested by EC services and stakeholders in order to ensure its optimal implementation. The 

increased amounts reflect the budget cuts which were made during the negotiations on PPPA compromise 

package in 2018.The pilot project will generate results that can be incorporated into the research project 

‘Stepping up integrated pest management’ and can contribute to gathering information on how IPM is 

currently applied on the ground, and will be useful for Member States in designing their CAP plans. 

Justification: 

A toolkit of successful IPM measures will be developed to help farmers and FAS advisors across the EU 

tackle the problem of pest resistance and increase input autonomy, so they can better choose measures 

tailored to their own agronomic and economic situations. This will help to bring about the sustainable use of 

pesticides as intended by Directive 2009/128/EC. The ongoing project will also identify obstacles to uptake 

and implementation in the field and suggest possible solutions. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 362 
=== AGRI/6014 === 

Tabled by Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 

------------------------------- 
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SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 05 08 77 18 — Pilot project — Establishing an operational programme: structuring the agri-food 

sectors to safeguard the handing-on of family farms and the sustainability of local agriculture 

Amend figures as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

05 08 77 18 
2.0.PPPA 

p.m. 315 000 p.m. 315 000 1 500 000 525 000 1 500 000 840 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 315 000 p.m. 315 000 1 500 000 525 000 1 500 000 840 000 

Justification: 

The amendment aims at restoring the current (2019) level of spending in order to properly continue the 

implementation of this successful pilot project. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 833 
=== S&D//7323 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 05 08 77 19 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

05 08 77 19 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Developing a farmers’ toolbox for integrated pest management practices from across the 

Union 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Amend text as follows: 

While EU legislation has been developed over the years to allow for a sustainable use of pesticides, there 

are still many gaps in its implementation at Member State level and farmers say that replacing pesticides 

is difficult, costly and that alternatives do not exist.This appropriation is intended to cover commitments 

remaining to be settled from previous years under the pilot project. 

Based on the findings of the recent European Commission evaluation (COM(2017) 587 final), the 

proposed study would assess Integrated Pest Management (IPM) measures taken in each of the MS, 

including on the agricultural land managed under IPM and possibly classifying by type of crops. It will 

collect evidence of pesticide use reduction and gather practices applied. This project will develop a tool 

box to enable farmers and farmers’ advisors to accomplish the policy aim of significant reduction in 

pesticide dependency. The toolbox should describe, for a wide number of crops, the protocols to be applied 

for IPM, including the alternatives to chemical pesticides. The study will identify and propose effective 

approaches, beginning with the modification of farming practices, using rotation wherever possible, 

followed by introduction where appropriate of resilient and resistant crop varieties, use of beneficial 

insects, use of alternative pesticides, etc. The alternatives should be differentiated and adapted to local 

conditions. While Union legislation has been developed over the years to ensure sustainable use of 

pesticides, there are still many gaps in its implementation at Member State level and farmers say that 
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replacing pesticides is difficult and costly or that alternatives do not exist. 

The project, costing an estimated EUR 1.500.000 over 2 years, should take into account inter alia the 

experiences collected from work done by the International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC), 

International Biocontrol Manufacturer Association (IBMA) and organisations working on different 

agronomic approaches and IPM with farmers.Building on the findings of the recent Commission 

evaluation (COM(2017) 587 final), the study will assess integrated pest management (IPM) measures 

taken in each of the Member States, including farmland managed under IPM, and possibly classify them 

by type of crops. It will collect evidence of pesticide use reduction and gather information on the practices 

applied. The project will develop a toolbox to enable farmers and farmers’ advisers to achieve the policy 

aim of significantly reducing pesticide dependency. The toolbox should describe, for a large number of 

crops, the protocols to be applied for IPM, including the alternatives to chemical pesticides. The study will 

identify and propose effective approaches, beginning with the modification of farming practices, using 

rotation wherever possible, followed by the introduction, where appropriate, of resilient and resistant crop 

varieties and the use of beneficial insects and alternative pesticides, etc. Alternatives should be tailored to 

local conditions.  

The study will contain an analysis of how well the CAP tools are promoting IPM among farmers. It 

should also propose how to scale up practices throughout Europe, with the help of the post 2020 CAP 

instruments (e.g. Farm Advisory Services being able to inform farmers of how to apply IPM) and its 

Green architecture to encourage farmers to apply the principles ofproject will take into account inter alia 

the experiences gained from work done by the International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC), 

the International Biocontrol Manufacturer Association (IBMA) and organisations working with farmers 

on different agronomic approaches and IPM. 

The study would also investigate the obstacles (real or perceived) seen by farmers and experts that limit 

diffusion and uptake of IPM in the field.will contain an analysis of how well common agricultural policy 

(CAP) tools are promoting IPM among farmers. It will also propose how to scale up practices throughout 

Europe, with the help of the post-2020 CAP instruments (e.g. farm advisory services informing farmers 

how to apply IPM) and the CAP green architecture to encourage farmers to apply the principles of IPM. 

The EU Directive 2009/128/EC on Sustainable Use of Pesticides (SUD) foresees in article 14 that 

‘Member States shall take all necessary measures to promote low pesticide-input pest management, giving 

wherever possible priority to non-chemical methods, so that professional users of pesticides switch to 

practices and products with the lowest risk to human health and the environment among those available 

for the same pest problem.’study will also investigate the obstacles (real or perceived) seen by farmers and 

experts that limit dissemination and uptake of IPM in the field. 

The European Commission’s evaluation on the implementation of the SUD (COM(2017) 587 final) 

specifies: Article 14 of Directive 2009/128/EC on Sustainable Use of Pesticides (SUD) lays down that 

‘Integrated Pest Management is a cornerstone of the Directive, and it is therefore of particular concern 

that Member States have not yet set clear targets and ensured their implementation, including for the 

more widespread use of land management techniques such as crop rotation.Member States shall take all 

necessary measures to promote low pesticide-input pest management, giving wherever possible priority to 

non-chemical methods, so that professional users of pesticides switch to practices and products with the 

lowest risk to human health and the environment among those available for the same pest problem.’ 

And also: The Commission’s evaluation of the implementation of the SUD (COM(2017) 587 final) states: 

‘Member States need to develop clearly defined criteria so that they can assess systematically whether the 

eight principles of IPM are implemented, and take appropriate enforcement measures if this is not the 

case. Such tools could confirm that the intended outcome of IPM as specified in the Directive, a reduction 

of the dependency on pesticide use, is being achieved.Integrated Pest Management is a cornerstone of the 

Directive, and it is therefore of particular concern that Member States have not yet set clear targets and 

ensured their implementation, including for the more widespread use of land management techniques 

such as crop rotation.’ 
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Both the EU Council on Agriculture (on 6 November 2017) and the European Parliament (on 13 

November 2017) have discussed the findings in the Commission’s report and both have confirmed their 

engagement towards ensuring deeper and meaningful implementation in the future. It also notes that 

‘Member States need to develop clearly defined criteria so that they can assess systematically whether the 

eight principles of IPM are implemented, and take appropriate enforcement measures if this is not the 

case. Such tools could confirm that the intended outcome of IPM as specified in the Directive, a reduction 

of the dependency on pesticide use, is being achieved.’ 

This project will help farmers and Member States to start coherently applying IPM, and reducing 

farmers’ dependency on pesticides.Both the Agriculture Council (on 6 November 2017) and the European 

Parliament (on 13 November 2017) have discussed the findings in the Commission’s report and both have 

confirmed their commitment to ensuring deeper and meaningful implementation in the future.  

As indicated by the European Commission, a budget of at least EUR 1.500.000 is necessary in order to 

implement the project successfully. The pilot project´s results may be incorporated into the research 

project Stepping up integrated pest management. It can contribute to gathering information on the 

current application of the IPM on the ground and be useful for the Member States in order to design their 

CAP plans.This project will help farmers and Member States to begin applying IPM consistently, and 

reduce farmers’ dependence on pesticides. 

This ongoing pilot project, with a view to becoming a preparatory action, was reassessed successfully as 

its budget increase has been proposed: EUR 1.500.000 (total budget 2019-2020). The budget increase has 

been requested by EC services and stakeholders in order to ensure its optimal implementation. The 

increased amounts reflect the budget cuts which were made during the negotiations on PPPA compromise 

package in 2018.The pilot project will generate results that can be incorporated into the research project 

‘Stepping up integrated pest management’ and can contribute to gathering information on how IPM is 

currently applied on the ground, and will be useful for Member States in designing their CAP plans. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

A toolkit of successful IPM measures will be developed to help farmers and FAS advisors across the EU 

tackle the problem of pest resistance and increase input autonomy, so they can better choose measures 

tailored to their own agronomic and economic situations. This will help to bring about the sustainable use of 

pesticides as intended by Directive 2009/128/EC. The ongoing project will also identify obstacles to uptake 

and implementation in the field and suggest possible solutions. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1071 
=== GUE//8235 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 05 08 77 19 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

05 08 77 19 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         
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 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Impact assessment of land grabbing practices in the EU 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

It is proposed that a study be drawn up to: 

quantify the transfer of properties and arable land to large economic groups and investment funds, 

clarify the distribution of property in Europe, 

examine the extent to which young farmers have access to arable land, 

examine the impact of land ownership arrangements on third party tenure in each Member State, 

examine protection measures for small and medium-sized agricultural systems and land ownership in 

each Member State. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

In the last decade, over 33 million hectares of land worldwide, a total area equal to the size of Portugal, have 

been sold to foreign investors in operations known as land grabbing. Such land deals frequently take place 

without the prior, free and informed consent of the communities and potentially undermining often result in 

the expulsion of farmers and families from their homes, as well as potentially undermining national 

sovereignty and land tenure. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1072 
=== GUE//8236 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 05 08 77 19 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

05 08 77 19 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Study of the impact of retail concentration on the earnings of farmers and stockbreeders 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 
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It is proposed that a study be drawn up to: 

- quantify the distribution of agricultural value added along the production and distribution chain, 

- examine retail market dynamics and resulting trends, particularly with regard to the operation of the 

market and the competition laws applicable in the EU, 

- recommend mechanisms to limit the margins at each stage of production and distribution, ensuring fair 

returns to producers and competitive prices for consumers. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The responsibility of large retailers in eroding prices paid to producers is widely recognised. The study seeks 

to quantify the overall implications of such practices and simultaneously examine possible ways of 

preventing them and ensuring fair returns for European farmers. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1073 
=== GUE//8237 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 05 08 77 19 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

05 08 77 19 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project —Study of land use in Europe - direct access to land for small farmers 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Study regarding needs and guarantees in respect of small and medium family farming, land ownership 

rights and dealings with the State, examining the impact of measures such as: 

use by each Member State of natural and acquired resources to increase national production and utilised 

agricultural land, 

a rural lease law that guarantees fair returns and stability for those who cultivate the land through a 

written contract tailored to each type of operation, bearing in mind the time needed for return on 

investment, 

energy charges tailored to family farming and payable only during the months of consumption and 

irrigation fees set in agreement with family farmers, 

taxes on small and medium-sized agri-rural holdings that take into account their net annual earnings, 

lower taxes on key factors of production and services, including energy and fuel costs and VAT, 
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better pension and retirement conditions that are equal for men and women, with periodic updates in line 

with rising living costs, 

guaranteed provision of local public services such as schools and health facilities, 

guaranteed public land exchanges to safeguard land acquisition by young farmers with small and 

medium holdings. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Small and medium-sized farms are of key importance when it comes to land use and quality food production 

in the vicinity. In addition, they embody respect for diversity and are therefore more environmentally 

friendly, using less aggressive farming methods and accepting responsibility for the conservation of breeds, 

species and indigenous seeds and the preservation of traditional methods of production and environmentally-

friendly practices. It is therefore increasingly important to ensure that they have access to land. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1074 
=== GUE//8238 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 05 08 77 19 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

05 08 77 19 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — encouraging the people to settle in rural areas - combating desertification 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This pilot project seeks to encourage people to settle in rural areas and arrive at a better understanding of 

possible ways of ensuring this through initiatives at local and regional level, identifying the needs and 

resources of each area/region. 

Project phases: 

. Collection of information in the Member States regarding needs to be addressed in encouraging people 

to settle in rural areas (involving consultations with individuals and various local agents and authorities); 

. Identifying the problems and potential of each region with this objective in mind; 

. Analysis of best practices and successful outcomes; 

. Launching of projects at local and regional level to encourage people to settle in rural areas. 
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Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Encouraging people to settle in rural areas is of utmost importance in ensuring territorial cohesion, 

preventing desertification, reversing the rural exodus, encouraging growth and averting disasters. While 

measures are provided for under Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013 of 17 December, they are proving 

insufficient or ineffective and are failing to produce the hoped-for results in enabling people to resettle in 

rural areas. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 11 
=== TRAN/5507 === 

Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 06 02 77 24 — Preparatory action — User-friendly information tool on urban and regional vehicle 

access regulation schemes 

Amend figures and remarks as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 24 
2.0.PPPA 

p.m. 500 000 p.m. 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 500 000 p.m. 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Remarks: 

After paragraph: 

The tool will primarily be targeted at private users .......... companies) and links to navigation and routing 

platforms. 

Add following text: 

The second year of implementation of the preparatory action will focus on extending the existing action to 

enable road users to be fully informed about urban and regional access schemes by working on the 

needed enablers, i.e. standardisation and data provision for the integration of the information in 

navigation tools. 

The project will as such consist of three stages: 

1. Work on a UVAR template in the context of the Single Digital Single Gateway Regulation, 

2. Work on data by working with DATEX experts etc. and 

3. Development of demonstrators. 

Justification: 

The extra year of the preparatory action and the additional budget would contribute mainly to the third stage 

of the project. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 
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Draft amendment 286 
=== REGI/6252 === 

Tabled by Committee on Regional Development 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 06 02 77 25 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 25 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Smart urban mobility by autonomous vehicles 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

For the mid and long term, cities across European Union should implement at a large scale the concept of 

autonomous/driverless electric cars, helping them to promote a better and green urban mobility policy 

towards their citizens, tourists, other relevant stakeholders, and the environment. Through this pilot 

project we are assuming the implementation of a set of integrated actions in at least 10 cities (pilot cities), 

with various sizes, from different EU member states, which includes urban congested centres and 

essential neighbourhoods, tourist destinations, including fortresses, thematic amusement parks or resorts, 

airports, educational campuses, big hospitals etc. The project takes into account a sound geographical 

balance between cities which are spread in EU countries (north, south, east, west, centre), between 

wealthier and poorer cities, between more significant or small to medium sized ones. We look at those 

with a strong political will, competent administrative and technical capacity to test these autonomous 

vehicles and to customise future initiative that adopts the pilot phase to a communitarian one.  

The project is combining in an integrated manner the acquisition of small shuttle driverless electric 

busses with a transporting capacity of 15 people, including the access for people with disabilities, which 

offer more, efficient, and smart mobility to the pilot cities and private sites.  

These shuttles use data from Lidar sensors, cameras, GPS RTK, IMU and odometry, which are merged 

and interpreted by in-depth learning programs, artificial intelligence and high-speed connectivity.  

The acquisition is complemented by intensive educational campaigns promoted using social media 

channels in city halls, schools, universities, touristic information centres, housing associations, unions 

etc. The goal of these campaigns is to develop a robust urban mentality, publicly orientated to the usage of 

this alternative transport model, and to enhance the importance of green mobility alternatives in the 

European urban environment; to promote the financial support of European Commission visibly, as well. 

At the end of the project, lessons learnt guide will be produced and delivered publicly in all the official 

languages of the EU. It will be disseminated on official relevant channels (e.g. association of 

municipalities in every EU member state, relevant umbrella networks for local governments, tourist 

destinations, transport unions. Public events (e.g. press conference) and practical demonstrations will be 

held in EU Parliament, Committee of Regions or European Commission and in every pilot city.  

The shuttles are accessorised with smart facilities (e.g. digital displays) which offer relevant information 

about the trip, destination, carbon footprint, educational message about the importance of living in a 

green urban environment; they measure the air quality in real time using sensors, communicate their 

arrivals/departures in stations using audio, and digital displayed messages. They provide passengers with 

free WI-FI. During the pilot project, access to the shuttles is free for citizens. The operational costs which 

are necessary for their optimal function are covered by the projects and the warranties offered by the 

company which won a public tender for delivering the shuttles.  
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Another fundamental argument is that this kind of pilot project through concrete results create a scalable 

model which could be escalated at the level of different cities across the EU, with different and specific 

mobility needs. Its results support municipalities and other relevant stakeholders (including private 

operators) to prepare their future mobility projects that could be financed by European Commission and 

national governments under the future period of allocation (2021 – 2024), through regional operational 

programmes and other programmes which support the EU cohesion policy. They become more aware of 

the costs, safety and security requirements, logistics, maintenance costs, affordability costs. Cities could 

adapt and adopt new local decisions/policies towards smart urban mobility, enhancing the importance of 

using integrated urban alternative modes, mobility as a service facility, fleets of green vehicles efficiently 

and secured adapted in a proper urban environment.  

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Autonomous vehicles (AutoV) used by local administration offer more than sustainable urban mobility 

solution. They are also the best technology adopted by people on a large scale. Being managed by an 

authority invested with trust by citizens, this solution offers opportunity to test and scale-up the 

people/technology co-habitation in the city, from the ethical code to be adopted to the public policies to 

insert it in the city life, more AutoV in cities will enhance local smart strategies. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 16 
=== TRAN/5527 === 

Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 06 02 77 26 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 26 
2.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project – Introduction of single and multimodal ticketing systems 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Urban mobility, where it concerns the diversity of public transport, must play its part in reducing the 

length of commutes (between work and home), ensuring interoperability, making public transport more 

attractive to populations and reducing the prevalence of private transport, thus furthering environmental 

and climatic sustainability and the development of society. Integrated transport systems, including with 

regard to ticket issuing, will be necessary for those goals to be achieved. Some metropolitan areas in the 

EU do not follow this principle and have dispersed transport systems and chaotic ticketing systems (some 

cities sell thousands of different tickets), which makes the use of public transport more complicated, as it 

becomes more expensive and less attractive. The purpose of this pilot project is to highlight situations in 
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which public transport ticketing is complex and to propose an action plan for the introduction of a single 

and multimodal ticketing system. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Some metropolitan areas in the EU do not follow the most sustainable practices with regard to public 

transport. Their transport systems are dispersed and their ticketing chaotic – in some cities, thousands of 

different ticket types are on offer. This makes the use of public transport more complicated, as it becomes 

more expensive and less attractive, increases the need for private transport, worsens gas emissions and 

reduces the operability of urban mobility. Systems such as the one above must, therefore, be created. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 844 
=== S&D//7334 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 06 02 77 26 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 26 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Smart urban mobility by autonomous vehicles 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

For the mid and long term, cities across European Union should implement at a large scale the concept of 

autonomous/driverless electric cars, helping them to promote a better and green urban mobility policy 

towards their citizens, tourists, other relevant stakeholders, and the environment. Through this pilot 

project we are assuming the implementation of a set of integrated actions in at least 10 cities (pilot cities), 

with various sizes, from different EU member states, which includes urban congested centres and 

essential neighbourhoods, tourist destinations, including fortresses, thematic amusement parks or resorts, 

airports, educational campuses, big hospitals etc. The project takes into account a sound geographical 

balance between cities which are spread in EU countries (north, south, east, west, centre), between 

wealthier and poorer cities, between more significant or small to medium sized ones. We look at those 

with a strong political will, competent administrative and technical capacity to test these autonomous 

vehicles and to customise future initiative that adopts the pilot phase to a communitarian one.  

The project is combining in an integrated manner the acquisition of small shuttle driverless electric 

busses with a transporting capacity of 15 people, including the access for people with disabilities, which 

offer more, efficient, and smart mobility to the pilot cities and private sites.  
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These shuttles use data from Lidar sensors, cameras, GPS RTK, IMU and odometry, which are merged 

and interpreted by in-depth learning programs, artificial intelligence and high-speed connectivity.  

The acquisition is complemented by intensive educational campaigns promoted using social media 

channels in city halls, schools, universities, touristic information centres, housing associations, unions 

etc. The goal of these campaigns is to develop a robust urban mentality, publicly orientated to the usage of 

this alternative transport model, and to enhance the importance of green mobility alternatives in the 

European urban environment; to promote the financial support of European Commission visibly, as well. 

At the end of the project, lessons learnt guide will be produced and delivered publicly in all the official 

languages of the EU. It will be disseminated on official relevant channels (e.g. association of 

municipalities in every EU member state, relevant umbrella networks for local governments, tourist 

destinations, transport unions. Public events (e.g. press conference) and practical demonstrations will be 

held in EU Parliament, Committee of Regions or European Commission and in every pilot city.  

The shuttles are accessorised with smart facilities (e.g. digital displays) which offer relevant information 

about the trip, destination, carbon footprint, educational message about the importance of living in a 

green urban environment; they measure the air quality in real time using sensors, communicate their 

arrivals/departures in stations using audio, and digital displayed messages. They provide passengers with 

free WI-FI. During the pilot project, access to the shuttles is free for citizens. The operational costs which 

are necessary for their optimal function are covered by the projects and the warranties offered by the 

company which won a public tender for delivering the shuttles.  

Another fundamental argument is that this kind of pilot project through concrete results create a scalable 

model which could be escalated at the level of different cities across the EU, with different and specific 

mobility needs. Its results support municipalities and other relevant stakeholders (including private 

operators) to prepare their future mobility projects that could be financed by European Commission and 

national governments under the future period of allocation (2021 – 2024), through regional operational 

programmes and other programmes which support the EU cohesion policy. They become more aware of 

the costs, safety and security requirements, logistics, maintenance costs, affordability costs. Cities could 

adapt and adopt new local decisions/policies towards smart urban mobility, enhancing the importance of 

using integrated urban alternative modes, mobility as a service facility, fleets of green vehicles efficiently 

and secured adapted in a proper urban environment. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Autonomous vehicles (AutoV) used by local administration offer more than sustainable urban mobility 

solution. They are also the best technology adopted by people on a large scale. Being managed by an 

authority invested with trust by citizens, this solution offers opportunity to test and scale-up the 

people/technology co-habitation in the city, from the ethical code to be adopted to the public policies to 

insert it in the city life, more AutoV in cities will enhance local smart strategies. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 17 
=== TRAN/5528 === 

Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 
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Add: 06 02 77 27 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 27 
2.0.PPPA 

    500 000 250 000 500 000 250 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 250 000 500 000 250 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Safe cars for ours kids. A feasibility study on the introduction of automatic alarm devices 

as mandatory systems on vehicles in order to prevent child abandonment. 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The pressing rhythms of today's society have increased the number of cases of amnesia or memory 

blackouts, which have lead to tragedy, like forgetting a child in the car with the consequent serious 

danger to his or her life. 

Currently, there are on the market devices that detect the presence of the baby on the child-seat and other 

new devices are under development. The phenomenon of babies forgotten in cars is becoming more 

relevant and object of research and technological innovations. The goal is to ensure that the car is a safe 

place for the babies. 

There is a need of new security systems and new standards. Citizens and manufacturers should be all 

involved in designing them. In particular, the automotive sector should improve the seat belts reminders 

using a combination of visual and sound signal, and also focusing on back and child seats and on the 

development of devices capable of promptly attracting the attention of the driver or of any person outside 

the vehicle through visual, sound and haptic signals which can be perceived inside and outside the 

vehicle. 

This preparatory action aims at requesting the launch of a feasibility study on the design of new 

automatic "anti-child abandonment" devices on cars, which are reliable, safe and capable of operating in 

all conditions. Devices that have technical-constructive and functional characteristics that comply with 

EU regulations. 

The car manufacturers should be obliged by the EU to equip new-registered cars with anti-child 

abandonment devices, which should not require any maintenance or installation, should not depend on 

other independent objects or devices and above all it should not have a high cost to avoid economic 

barriers to child safety. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Dissociative amnesia is a disorder whose main manifestation consists of one or more episodes of inability to 

remember important information belonging to the personal sphere. It can happen to anyone and the signs of 

this disorder can vary. 

This disorder leads to a real "black-out", which can however have dramatic consequences. Starting from this 

premise, calls the European Commission to launch a feasibility study on the design of new anti-child 

abandonment systems, as well as to introduce an obligation for car manufacturers to include this protection 

system as a standard device. 
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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 19 
=== TRAN/5530 === 

Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 06 02 77 28 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 28 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — IWT harmonized rules 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Inland waterway transport (IWT) is an integral part of the European logistics ecosystem. Additionally, it 

is primarily cross-border and a European priority. In the ‘White Paper on Transport’ of 2011, the 

Commission stated the objective of shifting 30% of road freight over 300 km to ‘environmentally friendly 

modes of transport’ by 2030 and 50% by 2050. One such mode involves IWT.  

The IWT sector still experiences sizeable obstacles when it comes to a lack of harmonisation of rules 

between Member states as well as excessive administrative burdens. IWT rules are also being 

implemented incorrectly or not implemented at all, leading to a fragmentation of rules and practices.  

In order to tackle these problems, a set of guidelines outlining measures to streamline European rules for 

navigation practices and remove administrative burdens in the IWT sector across Member States is 

needed. Such guidelines would describe how Member States can remove the current burdens in the IWT 

sector and rectify improperly implemented rules. This will support IWT crossing multiple waterway areas 

- for instance from the Rhine to the Main to the Danube - and will allow European IWT to become more 

economically viable, and thus more competitive and logistically relevant. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The European Union has been expanded with the accession of various inland navigation countries' systems - 

Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria. This expansion has made 

the institutional, adminisrative and technical issues in inland navigation more pressing. Progress in 

harmonisation of legislative framework in Europe, particularly in the field of technical, safety and manning 

regulations, has been considerable, but it is not enough. As traffic across waterways is more and more viable, 

this harmonisation becomes essential. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 22 
=== TRAN/5533 === 
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Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 06 02 77 29 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 29 
2.0.PPPA 

    4 800 000 1 000 000 4 800 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      4 800 000 1 000 000 4 800 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Eco labelling for aviation / Demonstration project for the introduction of a voluntary 

Green Label system in Aviation based on EASA Eco Portal. 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This project shall aim to allow easily accessible information on aviation’s environmental performance, 

ideally from a neutral and independent source, to the travelling public and people living near airports.  

In the same way European citizens are informed about organic products, passengers will be informed of 

the green record of aircraft and airlines. The project will look in the green record at aircraft level (noise 

and emissions) as well as air carrier level (Green House Gas emissions, particulate matter emissions, 

offsetting and sustainable (‘bio’) fuels, aircraft noise) as well as operational measures. 

The main activities will be on developing governance, metrics, communication design and the IT platform 

ecoPortal. The latter is an existing IT platform that will be expanded to include emissions, fleet and 

operational data to support the label activity.  

The system will also allow airports to rank airlines by environmental performance to provide local 

incentives. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Modern aircrafts show significant improvements in environmental performance. Between 2005 and 2017 the 

fuel efficiency of air traffic in Europe increased by 24 %. Noise per operation decreased by 14 %. While 

these significant technological improvements are well known within the industry, they are not visible to 

passengers and the public. At the same time, aviation is increasingly in the spotlight from an environmental 

perspective. The purpose of including aviation into the Eco-Label is to inform stakeholders and consumers 

that flying is safe for people and environment impact. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 26 
=== TRAN/5540 === 

Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 
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Add: 06 02 77 30 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 30 
2.0.PPPA 

    500 000 300 000 500 000 300 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 300 000 500 000 300 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Revitalisation of cross-border night trains 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

In view of the Commission's policy priorities to 'revitalise rail' and construct a 'single European railway 

area', to achieve 'modal shift' and also in view of the pressing need to find alternatives to medium-haul 

flights and to meet international climate targets, the focus of this pilot project is to analyse, study and 

formulate concrete policy recommendations that would help companies to establish viable international 

train services, in particular high speed and night-train services, including via the legislation on public 

service provision.  

The project would involve a comprehensive analysis of companies' new international services (high-speed 

but in particular night train) offers and their most recent experiences and perceived difficulties, including 

the aspects of ticketing, potential difficulties with concluding international public service contracts and 

the procurement and financing for upgrades and maintenance of rolling stock. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Achieving the European and international climate targets while restoring fair competition amongst mode of 

transports requires multiple measures to shift transport to rail. Night trains are part and parcel of this 

approach. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 28 
=== TRAN/5543 === 

Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 06 02 77 31 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 31 
2.0.PPPA 

    400 000 200 000 400 000 200 000 

Reserve         

Total      400 000 200 000 400 000 200 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Transport innovations for elderly people 
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Remarks: 

Add following text: 

A vast body of research focuses on demographic change and population ageing. New terms like ‘greying’ 

of society and silver economy amplified in the European Union have become commonplace. A number of 

studies examine traditional approaches to the problem and focus of transport need for older people. 

Findings suggest, increased access to efficient and effective transport services is closely associated with a 

better quality of life. As such, travel tendency and flexibility change pending older persons’ need, 

preference and behaviour. It can be observed that most of the studies explore how transport innovation 

best facilitate mobility for the elderly, in which, surprisingly, there is a lack of investigation for the 

opposite (i.e., how and which new solutions may change older people’s mobility patterns and then, 

eventually, influence future infrastructure development). This study should focus on all fields of transport 

innovation and correlate significant socially-oriented data with elderly persons’ requirements but also 

their rate of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) knowledge. It is clear that implementing, 

incorporating, administering and promoting transport innovation for the elderly will require context-

specific expertise, information and knowledge offered via an interdisciplinary array of sectors society-

wide. Therefore, this project requires both surveys among elderly people and interviews with different 

groups of stakeholders in the EU passenger transport market.  

The main aims of this project are following:  

 to synthesize findings on varying transport needs of elderly people in the EU (i.e., accessibility, 

affordability, availability and acceptability); 

 to synthesize findings on innovation types for elderly people (i.e., vehicle, infrastructure and 

organisation) from relevant literature and review of real solutions in the European countries;  

 to identify best practices and barriers;  

 to review current EU policy in this area and to determine main gaps and needs;  

 to provide indicators and recommendations regarding design, planning and management of transport 

innovation for the elderly;  

 to identify disruptive (and other) innovations that can change mobility patterns of elderly people;  

 to provide policy recommendations. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The project responds to challenges of demographic change and ageing. At the EU institutions level, a 

number of reports have been produced recently on the conditions and the need for action in relation to the 

mobility of older people, e.g. it is a discussion on wide scale implementation of driverless vehicles or the 

initiative ‘Europe, the best destination for seniors’ is promoted. However, still new comprehensive actions 

should be supported via an integrated approach that embraced the interrelationship between transport 

innovations and changing travel patterns of elderly people. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 29 
=== TRAN/5544 === 

Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 
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------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 06 02 77 32 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 32 
2.0.PPPA 

    400 000 200 000 400 000 200 000 

Reserve         

Total      400 000 200 000 400 000 200 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Capacity for greening of European sea ports 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

One of the directions of activities undertaken by port authorities that has been gaining momentum in 

recent times has been to determine such a set of development activities and investments which would on 

the one hand provide the expected technical and organizational condition for future port operations, 

while on the other hand, would take into account various social and environmental requirements to 

maintain or improve the level of quality of these two areas. The aim of the project is to present the 

research on the level of awareness and behaviour of European ports in the field of sustaining the 

development, and the Green Port Concept (GPC) in particular. A hypothesis has been formulated that the 

introduction of the GPC to the development strategy of European sea ports will improve their 

environmental relations and will support the competitiveness of European sea ports. The survey results 

will allow identifying the directions of activities for the development of green ports and undertaking 

research to construct a package of instruments that will support these activities. Thus, it will be possible to 

target the development strategies of European sea ports in line with the GPC.  

Outcome/possible evolution of the project  

Due to the wide potential for using the research results, the authors have plans for a series of activities 

intended to publicize the research results, including: a report on the quantitative survey; a series of 

scientific articles; monograph.  

Innovative/experimental nature of the project  

The authors of this project propose to use to conduct a survey (the first of its kind in Europe) on the 

perception of EU port authorities activities in the area of sustainable development of GPC. As next, the 

dependencies between actions undertaken and economic performance of the sea port will be delivered. 

The new knowledge collected in the project will establish new, complex and interdisciplinary approach to 

the organization and operation of a sea port for a business implementation. Moreover, any port will be 

able to be assessed, to how extent it is already realizing the green port concept and, as next, which kind of 

actions should be introduced to follow the direction and to proceed with the greening of the port. This 

should be the base for further Green Port Assessment development with appropriate measurements and 

their values according to the GPC goals. 

The maritime sector is witnessing heightened activity focusing on the sustainable development of sea 

ports. This activity covers the two main areas of their external operations, i.e. reducing the negative 

environmental impact of port investment and operational activity and the relations of ports with their 

surroundings. The social responsibility of sea ports is a tool with which to make a difference, especially in 

the latter area. At the same time, port management bodies and municipal authorities are increasingly 

showing interest in both of these areas. The ‘greenness’ of ports and their community relations are 

checked yearly through competitions and ranking tables (e.g. Green Port Awards). 

Legal basis: 
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Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

A noteworthy fact is that entire maritime economy sector concentrated around sea ports is now working 

towards sustainable development as envisioned in ‘green port’ theory. The ‘green theory’ is taken to include 

all areas of port operations comprising relations with the surroundings, impact on the natural environment 

and macro-economic regional and national growth. Consequently, academic endeavours should have a three-

pronged approach addressing the (port) economy, (port-and-sea) community and the (land-and-sea) 

environment. The science at present falls short of this goal. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 20 
=== TRAN/5531 === 

Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 06 02 77 33 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

06 02 77 33 
2.0.PPPA 

    500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Urban mobility interconnection with air transport infrastructure 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This project will be implemented in the form of a study and shall be designed to ensure the best 

interconnection between city centres and airports. While some airports are located at the close periphery 

of some big cities, some smaller airports are sometimes far away. Urban mobility should be investigated as 

possible solution for shortage of infrastructure capacity while taking into account the environmental 

dimension such as local air quality and noise. Traffic management as well as other technological options 

will also be assessed. 

The study will also address the issue of long distance high speed railway connections to/between airports 

and urban areas. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The idea is to facilitate the travelling experience for passengers by allocating them specific conventional 
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means as well as other non-traditional systems like electrical or hybrid aircraft (e.g.: gyrocopter) which are 

expected in the very near future to contribute to local mobility. Moreover, industry has developed 

prototypes, which require to be certified. 

This project will also contribute to reduce the environmental impact created by inefficient public 

transportation connections with airports and prevent traffic jams around them. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 377 
=== AGRI/6040 === 

Tabled by Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — EU pollinator monitoring and indicators 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The objective of the preparatory action is to support the implementation of an EU-wide monitoring 

scheme for wild insect pollinators in Member States and construction of associated indicators. 

Pollinators are an integral part of healthy ecosystems and their dramatic decline is a serious cause for 

concern. In Europe, animal pollination is primarily delivered by insects: around 2,000 bee species, 900 

hoverfly species, 500 butterfly species, 8,000 moth species. Other fly species, wasps and beetles also play 

an important pollination role. Without them, many plan species would decline and eventually disappear, 

with far-reaching consequences for nature and human wellbeing. In the EU, every 4 out of 5 crop and 

wild flowering plant species depend, at least in part, on animal pollination. Up to € 15 billion of the EU’s 

annual agricultural output is directly attributed to insect pollinators. They are widely regarded as one of 

the most important indicators of a healthy environment. 

On 1 June 2018, the European Commission adopted the EU Pollinators Initiative, following calls from 

the European Parliament and the Council for action to tackle the widely acknowledged dramatic decline 

of pollinators. The initiative sets a number of actions to address known causes of the decline, but also 

focuses on strengthening the knowledge base. It emphasises the importance of a systemic approach to 

collection of data and information on pollinators, in order to evaluate policy actions and improve their 

effectiveness. While in some areas we have reasonable knowledge (decline of butterflies, the poor state of 

their habitats and the drivers of declines), overall knowledge gaps remain in regards to the status and 

trends of most pollinator populations, as well as the causes and consequences of their decline. A 

coordinated monitoring process at EU level, powered by a standardised field data collection, will enable 

us to close the critical gaps and develop robust indicators to underpin impactful EU policies for 

pollinators.  

Pollinator indicators will be in particular essential for a new EU post-2020 biodiversity framework and 

the new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). Pollinators are a high profile topic in the work of the UN 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which sets a global framework of actions on biodiversity, and 

to which the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) actively contributes. This culminated with the 

first global report on pollinators issued by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity 
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and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) in 2016. It is expected that pollinators will feature in targets for the 

future global biodiversity framework. Besides pollinators being a target on its own merit, pollinator 

indicators will also help to measure progress towards a number of other biodiversity targets, including 

those related to the EU Habitats Directive, Natura 2000 network, agriculture and forestry. 

As stipulated under Action 5C of the EU Pollinators Initiative, the Commission will include a pollinator 

indicator in the performance and monitoring framework of the CAP once it is finalised and operational. 

Such an indicator would be an invaluable addition to the indicator framework in the Commission 

proposals for the CAP 2021-2027: insect pollinators are a good proxy for wider biodiversity and an 

essential factor in agricultural production. Due to this dual nature, pollinator indicators would be also an 

excellent addition to the monitoring framework for the implementation of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) in the EU, in particular Goals 15 (‘Life on land’) and 2 (‘Zero hunger’). The grassland 

butterfly indicator is already included in this framework and this action will help underpin the 

sustainability of butterfly monitoring and indicator reporting across the EU.  

While the monitoring and indicators developed under the EU Pollinators Initiative address wild pollinator 

species, these will greatly benefit also honeybee health and beekeeping sector. Managed and wild species 

share food/forage resources as well as the main pressures on their populations. Monitoring of wild 

species will not only provide good information about the quality of the environment for all pollinators, but 

also essential data for research into various pressures and their interplay. This is crucial for devising 

effective mitigation actions and supporting effective recovery. 

Beyond this fundamental contribution to policy-making, data and information generated by the 

monitoring scheme would enable development of tools for land managers, in particular farmers. Data on 

the status of pollinator species, paired with good crop data (for example as per outputs of Action 3B of the 

EU Pollinators Initiative), would enable development of an atlas of pollinators and pollination or an early 

warning system for pollination deficit. These would help farmers, whose yields and profits essentially 

depend on pollinators, to make informed decisions on how to secure this agricultural input and mitigate 

risks related to the decline of insect pollinators.  

Furthermore, it would also enable tools for actors higher up the biomass chain, such as risk assessment 

and management tools for food and drink manufacturers, suppliers or retailers whose products and 

services depend on pollinator-dependent agricultural produce. In this way, good data and information on 

pollinators would support the bioeconomy agenda more broadly. The 2018 update of the Bioeconomy 

Strategy includes an action that would support the development of such tools, with a view to facilitate 

integration of pollinators into supply value chains (Action 3.3.4).  

The scope of an EU pollinator monitoring scheme is expected to entail at least the main taxonomic 

groups: bees, hoverflies, butterflies and moths. At the moment, the only systemic EU-level monitoring of 

any pollinator group is conducted for butterflies in half of the EU Member States. In 2018, the 

Parliament has funded ‘Pilot Project EU Butterfly Monitoring and Indicators (ABLE)’ to expand that 

monitoring scheme. This preparatory action would build on this pilot project to ensure full EU coverage 

in regards to monitoring butterflies, and would help to establish the first-ever EU-level monitoring 

processes for other pollinator groups.  

The Commission expects to launch a technical expert group in May 2019, mandated to devise an EU-wide 

pollinator monitoring scheme and pollinator indicators by May 2020. With a view to implement the 

monitoring scheme and enable the flow of data to build indicators already in 2021, it will be crucial to 

kick off the necessary preparations in Member States in 2020. Many Member States are expected to face 

challenges in regards to administrative and academic capacities, so a successful implementation will help 

by focusing efforts early on. 

Activities of the preparatory action: 

The preparatory action would fund activities that help to address challenges in Member States’ capacities 

with a view to facilitate harmonised implementation of an EU-wide monitoring scheme for insect 

pollinators. 
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Specifically, the preparatory action would support the following activities:  

- Pooling of expertise at EU level, expert networking and training;  

- Coordination of implementation of the scheme across Member States;  

- Assistance with the preparation of administrative, financial and academic capacities in Member States;  

- Assistance with initial implementation of the scheme in Member States with inadequate capacities;  

- Building on and complementing the EP Pilot Project ABLE in regards to the existing butterfly 

monitoring scheme.  

This preparatory action will run for three years and will have a budget of EUR 5 million. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The dramatic loss of insect pollinators and its impacts on nature and human wellbeing is a great societal 

challenge. This action will support implementation of an EU-wide scheme for monitoring pollinators and 

constructing pollinator indicators. That is essential for developing effective policy responses and evaluation 

of their success in addressing insect declines and losses of pollination services, especially through the EU’s 

biodiversity policy and Common Agricultural Policy. This action will, among others, build on the ABLE 

butterfly monitoring pilot project. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 336 
=== ENVI/5447 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Environmental monitoring through honey bees 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The objective of this preparatory action is to put in place a tool for collecting environmental data with the 

help of honey bees and bee ‘products’. This will enable evaluation of pollution exposure and diffusion in 

the environment at landscape level. It will also enable evaluation of plant diversity across landscapes.  

Despite having large impacts on human wellbeing and nature, there are still considerable data and 

information gaps regarding exposure to various environmental pollutants, in particular pesticides. Honey 

bees come in contact with diverse matrices due to their biological needs and behaviour. During their wide-
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ranging foraging activity (up to 15 km radius) they are exposed to pollutants present in the atmosphere, 

soil, vegetation, and water. Numerous plants are visited every day to collect nectar, secretions from sap-

feeding insects, pollen and/or water, while plant gums are collected for propolis production. While flying 

they also come into contact with airborne particles, which stick to their body hairs or are inhaled via 

spiracles. Contaminants are brought back to the beehives and may be found in the beekeeping products, 

such as honey, wax, propolis, pollen, and bee bread. Besides pesticides, honey bees and their products 

could be also an excellent tool for monitoring other environmental pollutants such as heavy metals, 

particulate matter (PM), volatile organic compounds (VOC) or sulphur dioxide (SO2).  

Honey bees are already used as bioindicators of the level of environmental contamination. Studies have 

been performed using bees and beekeeping products as biological ‘monitoring instruments’ to measure 

environmental quality. Various levels of environmental monitoring with honey bees have already been 

described, differing in their degree of complexity and sensitivity. Concerned about honey bee colony 

losses, beekeepers, beekeeper technicians and scientists in specific areas of Europe started analysing the 

contaminant content of bees and bee products. The results are often the same: bees are exposed to a wide 

variety of contaminants simultaneously and consecutively.  

Furthermore, there are considerable knowledge gaps as regards plant species richness and abundance 

across various landscapes in the EU. Such knowledge is essential for evaluation of habitat quality as well 

as evaluation of pressures different land uses may exert on habitats. Collection and analysis of pollen 

from beehives offers a promising avenue to gather invaluable data and information that can help to cover 

those knowledge gaps.  

Environmental data and information generated through monitoring using honey bees would support EU 

policies in the following areas:  

 Public health and food safety 

 Plant and animal health, including bee health 

 Agriculture rural development, including beekeeping 

 Agricultural production and food security 

 Environmental protection (nature, air, water, soil) 

 Biodiversity 

It would in particular support effective actions under: 

 Directive 2009/128/EC on the sustainable use of pesticides 

 Regulation(EC) 1107/2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market 

 EU Common Agricultural Policy 

 EU biodiversity policy, including EU Pollinators Initiative 

 Directive (EU) 2016/2284 on the reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants 

 Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions 

In this way, environmental monitoring through honey bees would contribute towards the implementation 

of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the EU, in particular Goals 2 (‘Zero hunger’), 3 (‘Good 

health and wellbeing’), 12 (‘Responsible consumption and production’), 14 (‘Life below water’) and 15 

(‘Life on land’).  

In 2018, the Parliament has funded the pilot project ‘Environmental monitoring of pesticide use through 

honey bees’. This preparatory action would build on this pilot project. It would further expand its scope to 

other environmental pollutants as well as monitoring of plant diversity. This preparatory action would be 

a citizen science project, where beekeepers would play a key role by collecting samples from beehives.  

Activities of the preparatory action:  
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The preparatory action would fund an-EU wide implementation of the monitoring methodology currently 

developed and tested by the pilot project. Furthermore, the action would look to expand the monitoring to 

other environmental pollutants as well as plant diversity.  

Specifically, activities under this preparatory action would: 

 Explore how to expand the monitoring protocol to environmental pollutants beyond pesticides, and 

develop due modules in this regard  

 Implement monitoring protocol by sampling beehives across various land uses in all Member States 

 Carry out chemical and pollen analysis of samples  

 Develop IT infrastructure to create, store, manage, process and share collected data  

This preparatory action will run for three years and will have a budget of EUR 5 million. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Pesticides and other environmental pollutants have large impacts on human wellbeing and nature. There are 

considerable data and information gaps regarding exposure of humans and wildlife to pollutants in the 

environment. By building on the existing pilot project, this preparatory action will put in place a tool that 

uses honey bees for collecting data necessary to cover those gaps. In this way it will contribute to more 

effective EU environmental, health and food safety policies and actions. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 815 
=== S&D//7305 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — EU pollinator monitoring and indicators 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

The objective of the preparatory action is to support the implementation of an EU-wide monitoring 

scheme for wild insect pollinators in Member States and construction of associated indicators. 

Pollinators are an integral part of healthy ecosystems and their dramatic decline is a serious cause for 

concern. In Europe, animal pollination is primarily delivered by insects: around 2,000 bee species, 900 
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hoverfly species, 500 butterfly species, 8,000 moth species. Other fly species, wasps and beetles also play 

an important pollination role. Without them, many plan species would decline and eventually disappear, 

with far-reaching consequences for nature and human wellbeing. In the EU, every 4 out of 5 crop and 

wild flowering plant species depend, at least in part, on animal pollination. Up to € 15 billion of the EU’s 

annual agricultural output is directly attributed to insect pollinators. They are widely regarded as one of 

the most important indicators of a healthy environment. 

On 1 June 2018, the European Commission adopted the EU Pollinators Initiative, following calls from 

the European Parliament and the Council for action to tackle the widely acknowledged dramatic decline 

of pollinators. The initiative sets a number of actions to address known causes of the decline, but also 

focuses on strengthening the knowledge base. It emphasises the importance of a systemic approach to 

collection of data and information on pollinators, in order to evaluate policy actions and improve their 

effectiveness. While in some areas we have reasonable knowledge (decline of butterflies, the poor state of 

their habitats and the drivers of declines), overall knowledge gaps remain in regards to the status and 

trends of most pollinator populations, as well as the causes and consequences of their decline. A 

coordinated monitoring process at EU level, powered by a standardised field data collection, will enable 

us to close the critical gaps and develop robust indicators to underpin impactful EU policies for 

pollinators.  

Pollinator indicators will be in particular essential for a new EU post-2020 biodiversity framework and 

the new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). Pollinators are a high profile topic in the work of the UN 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which sets a global framework of actions on biodiversity, and 

to which the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) actively contributes. This culminated with the 

first global report on pollinators issued by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity 

and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) in 2016. It is expected that pollinators will feature in targets for the 

future global biodiversity framework. Besides pollinators being a target on its own merit, pollinator 

indicators will also help to measure progress towards a number of other biodiversity targets, including 

those related to the EU Habitats Directive, Natura 2000 network, agriculture and forestry. 

As stipulated under Action 5C of the EU Pollinators Initiative, the Commission will include a pollinator 

indicator in the performance and monitoring framework of the CAP once it is finalised and operational. 

Such an indicator would be an invaluable addition to the indicator framework in the Commission 

proposals for the CAP 2021-2027: insect pollinators are a good proxy for wider biodiversity and an 

essential factor in agricultural production. Due to this dual nature, pollinator indicators would be also an 

excellent addition to the monitoring framework for the implementation of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) in the EU, in particular Goals 15 (‘Life on land’) and 2 (‘Zero hunger’). The grassland 

butterfly indicator is already included in this framework and this action will help underpin the 

sustainability of butterfly monitoring and indicator reporting across the EU.  

While the monitoring and indicators developed under the EU Pollinators Initiative address wild pollinator 

species, these will greatly benefit also honeybee health and beekeeping sector. Managed and wild species 

share food/forage resources as well as the main pressures on their populations. Monitoring of wild 

species will not only provide good information about the quality of the environment for all pollinators, but 

also essential data for research into various pressures and their interplay. This is crucial for devising 

effective mitigation actions and supporting effective recovery. 

Beyond this fundamental contribution to policy-making, data and information generated by the 

monitoring scheme would enable development of tools for land managers, in particular farmers. Data on 

the status of pollinator species, paired with good crop data (for example as per outputs of Action 3B of the 

EU Pollinators Initiative), would enable development of an atlas of pollinators and pollination or an early 

warning system for pollination deficit. These would help farmers, whose yields and profits essentially 

depend on pollinators, to make informed decisions on how to secure this agricultural input and mitigate 

risks related to the decline of insect pollinators.  

Furthermore, it would also enable tools for actors higher up the biomass chain, such as risk assessment 

and management tools for food and drink manufacturers, suppliers or retailers whose products and 
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services depend on pollinator-dependent agricultural produce. In this way, good data and information on 

pollinators would support the bioeconomy agenda more broadly. The 2018 update of the Bioeconomy 

Strategy includes an action that would support the development of such tools, with a view to facilitate 

integration of pollinators into supply value chains (Action 3.3.4).  

The scope of an EU pollinator monitoring scheme is expected to entail at least the main taxonomic 

groups: bees, hoverflies, butterflies and moths. At the moment, the only systemic EU-level monitoring of 

any pollinator group is conducted for butterflies in half of the EU Member States. In 2018, the 

Parliament has funded ‘Pilot Project EU Butterfly Monitoring and Indicators (ABLE)’ to expand that 

monitoring scheme. This preparatory action would build on this pilot project to ensure full EU coverage 

in regards to monitoring butterflies, and would help to establish the first-ever EU-level monitoring 

processes for other pollinator groups.  

The Commission expects to launch a technical expert group in May 2019, mandated to devise an EU-wide 

pollinator monitoring scheme and pollinator indicators by May 2020. With a view to implement the 

monitoring scheme and enable the flow of data to build indicators already in 2021, it will be crucial to 

kick off the necessary preparations in Member States in 2020. Many Member States are expected to face 

challenges in regards to administrative and academic capacities, so a successful implementation will help 

by focusing efforts early on. 

Activities of the preparatory action: 

The preparatory action would fund activities that help to address challenges in Member States’ capacities 

with a view to facilitate harmonised implementation of an EU-wide monitoring scheme for insect 

pollinators. 

Specifically, the preparatory action would support the following activities:  

- Pooling of expertise at EU level, expert networking and training;  

- Coordination of implementation of the scheme across Member States;  

- Assistance with the preparation of administrative, financial and academic capacities in Member States;  

- Assistance with initial implementation of the scheme in Member States with inadequate capacities;  

- Building on and complementing the EP Pilot Project ABLE in regards to the existing butterfly 

monitoring scheme.  

This preparatory action will run for three years and will have a budget of EUR 5 million. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The dramatic loss of insect pollinators and its impacts on nature and human wellbeing is a great societal 

challenge. This action will support implementation of an EU-wide scheme for monitoring pollinators and 

constructing pollinator indicators. That is essential for developing effective policy responses and evaluation 

of their success in addressing insect declines and losses of pollination services, especially through the EU’s 

biodiversity policy and Common Agricultural Policy. This action will, among others, build on the ABLE 

butterfly monitoring pilot project. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1005 
=== GUE//8132 === 
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Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Promoting alternatives to animal testing 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The Pilot Project, aiming at promoting and developing alternatives methods to animal testing, allowed 

various actions (to develop education and training but also to improve information and communication 

on alternatives methods) that were as identified in the three pillars of actions proposed by the Commission 

for this pilot project in its 'Interim report on the implementation of Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions 

2017' (Ref. Ares(2017)1094287 - 01/03/2017) and carried out by the European Commission in 2018. In 

order to ensure the sustainability and efficiency of those successful actions, the pilot project should be 

continued as a Preparatory Action. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The pilot project on promoting alternatives to animal testing was successful and should be continued as a 

Preparatory Action. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 4015 
=== BUDG/4015 === 

Tabled by Younous Omarjee, Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Promoting alternatives to animal testing 

Remarks: 
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Add following text: 

The Pilot Project, aiming at promoting and developing alternatives methods to animal testing, allowed 

various actions (to develop education and training but also to improve information and communication 

on alternatives methods) that were as identified in the three pillars of actions proposed by the Commission 

for this pilot project in its 'Interim report on the implementation of Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions 

2017' (Ref. Ares(2017)1094287 - 01/03/2017) and carried out by the European Commission in 2018. In 

order to ensure the sustainability and efficiency of those successful actions, the pilot project should be 

continued as a Preparatory Action. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The pilot project on promoting alternatives to animal testing was successful and should be continued as a 

Preparatory Action. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 331 
=== ENVI/5439 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action – Creation of a European drought resilience and adaptation observatory 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The main objective of the preparatory action is to establish a European drought observatory, which 

should evolve from what it is today into an organisation with institutional capacity and human and 

material resources, so that a university network, R&D units, companies from the productive sector and 

civil society can operate efficiently and effectively. 

This European observatory will carry out research into the origins and consequences of droughts. 

The aim is also to combine human resources and scientific and technical knowledge in order to provide 

information (analysis of statistics and trends) and methodologies for handling and adapting productive 

resources to the realities and needs of each region and each specific agricultural production type, and to 

provide assistance and advisory service support to the Member States and regions affected by drought. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 
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Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

As the European Drought Observatory is up and running, an institution with the technical and human 

resources to study the appropriate action to be taken in extreme droughts, which some European regions 

have been facing, must be established. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1053 
=== GUE//8208 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project —Impact of herbicides on amphibians and insect pollinators 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The aims of the pilot project will comprise: 

the development of a strategy with guidelines that include the spectrum of relations between pollination 

and crop in different Member States; 

assistance with the development of policies intended for the conservation of these species, and minimising 

the impact of the use of herbicide substances on them; 

the establishment of a timetable for the creation of a list of co-formulants not accepted for inclusion in 

plant protection products; 

the re-evaluation of market authorisation and use of these products; 

the promotion and stimulation of research in public laboratories, research centres and academia on the 

control of weeds in public areas and in agriculture, avoiding the use of herbicides; 

the stepping up and promotion of protective measures and integrated production in agriculture with a 

view to avoiding the use of herbicides. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 
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The disappearance of pollinators is one of the main environmental crises of recent years. Scientists estimate 

that around 35% of crops worldwide depend to some extent on pollination by pollinating insects and birds. 

Studies on every continent show that insects and pollinating birds are being seriously endangered because of 

the indiscriminate use of herbicides and pesticides in agriculture. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1054 
=== GUE//8209 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project – Monitoring and control of invasive alien species following fires 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The aim is to study and establish procedures for monitoring and controlling invasive alien species 

following fires. 

Existing experiences should be compared, different methods applied experimentally in (at least) three 

different case studies and a best-practice guide established and made available in the Member States. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Forest fires are one of the causes of the spread of invasive alien species. The earlier they are controlled, the 

more successfully they will be contained/eradicated. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1055 
=== GUE//8210 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         
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 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project – Mechanisms for controlling food quality and safety in biological production 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The purpose of this pilot project is to establish mechanisms to control food quality and safety in biological 

production methods. It should make it possible to compare the systems used in the different Member 

States and help to establish a best-practice guide in this production area. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Taking into account the number of cases of fraud in recent years and the need to ensure consumer safety, 

greater and more effective supervision of biological production is urgently necessary. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1051 
=== GUE//8206 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project – Emerging chemical and microbiological pollutants in water 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The chemical compounds or micro-organisms that are responsible for the first time for cases of disease or 

are already known to be having an increasing impact on human health or to be extending to areas where 

there had not previously been cases of disease are considered to be emerging. Products that were not 

previously recognised as causing public health concerns may include a broad category of chemical 

products (endocrine disruptors, pharmaceutical products, diagnostic agents, cosmetics, flame retardants, 

water disinfection by-products, industrial by-products, nanomaterials, etc.) and micro-organisms 

(Escherichia coli O157, Legionella, hepatitis E virus, Norovirus, Cryptosporidium, cyanobateria toxins, 

etc.). 

In conjunction with the Member States' health services, this project will make it possible to establish and 
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introduce contingency plans for responding to emergency environmental situations, prepare 

recommendations – including corrective, preventive, educational or other measures considered suitable 

for each situation – and promote good environmental health practices. 

It should help and promote: 

environmental monitoring in response to emergency health needs, 

an epidemiological laboratory study of waterborne diseases, 

awareness of the distribution, toxicity, persistence and transformation mechanisms of a number of 

emerging pollutants. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Monitoring of these outbreaks in above-ground water resources ensures that water quality is controlled, thus 

preventing health risks and reducing treatment costs. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1052 
=== GUE//8207 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project – Impact of climate change on water quality 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Increases to the average temperature of water bodies cause changes to microbiomes, for example, 

creating the conditions for the development of cyanobacterial blooms, which can produce cyanotoxins, 

and are therefore a risk to public health. 

In addition, floods and droughts affect the distribution of chemical and microbiological pollutants in 

water bodies, which also requires special attention. 

This area of work should include: 

monitoring rivers and water reservoirs to ensure early detection of the development of toxic cyanobacteria 

that can pose a risk to the quality of water for human consumption or recreational activities, 

mapping potential areas of major risk of toxic phenomena associated with outbreaks of cyanobacteria, 
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profiling organisms detected in harmful outbreaks and their toxins, 

monitoring many of the possible events resulting from climate change as a consequence of increases to 

and the dissemination of pathogenic microorganisms, such as, for example, the cholera causative agent, 

monitoring the spread of chemical pollutants in the aquatic environment. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Climate change, a feature of which is global warming that results in droughts and floods, is causing changes 

to regions which can be seen in the chemical and microbiological deterioration of water, putting public 

health at risk. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1056 
=== GUE//8211 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project – Ecological and productive restoration of areas affected by forest fires 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

To improve the ecological and productive restoration of areas affected by forest fires and maximise 

carbon capture after fires, this pilot project will evaluate the application of the instruments currently 

available and their results (for example, rural development) and propose modifications and/or the 

creation of new instruments that the Member States can use. 

Forest fires have been one of the main factors affecting the environment and leading the ecosystem to 

deteriorate, resulting in the loss of native forests, the extinction of species and damage to the urban 

population, among other issues. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 



 

 40 

Justification: 

Climate change has made fires more frequent and more severe, increasing the damage caused. Ecological 

restoration measures can vary according to a number of factors, for example the duration of the fires, the size 

of the areas burned, environmental implications, weather conditions, vegetation and available resources, 

which can differ from case to case. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 334 
=== ENVI/5445 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 53 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 53 
2.0.PPPA 

    439 881 219 940 439 881 219 940 

Reserve         

Total      439 881 219 940 439 881 219 940 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Improving guidance and knowledge between land managers, conservationists and local 

communities to preserve our cultural heritage landscapes in and outside Natura 2000 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Landcare initiatives are characterized by close cooperation between conservationists, farmers, and local 

communities. Their aim is to preserve the diversity of our European landscapes and their biodiversity, and 

to provide support to the further sustainable development of rural economies. Cooperative nature 

conservation efforts on the basis of Landcare principles do currently exist in six member states (France, 

Germany, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Romania and Spain) and similar approaches are currently being 

started in other member states (e.g. Lithuania, Czechia).  

The framework of the activities of this Landcare initiatives is given by actively improve the 

implementation of the EU nature directives. The project will promote the relevant CAP measures 

including measures for farmland birds and Natura 2000 site management. The project will work on the 

inclusion of all relevant measures/goals into the CAP strategic plans and the Prioritized Action 

Frameworks. Also, the implementation of the Water Framework Directive is considered important for the 

project and the implementation EU Nature legislation. 

To reach these goals and to implement them in the regions on the ground, the participating organisations 

are using a broad range of activities that intentionally support various stakeholders in relevant rural 

areas to secure conservation measures structurally.  

Their main working fields for the implementation of EU Nature Legislation are: 

- offering additional sources of income for land users through landcare measures, e.g. agri-

environmental measures that preserve landscapes and biodiversity, 

- marketing high quality regional products (e.g. from Natura 2000 sites), 

- supporting rural tourism, 

- creating jobs, 

- and fostering regional identities.  
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The experience so far shows, that, the Landcare approach improves the implementation of the EU nature 

directives by enhancing local biodiversity, preserving our cultural landscapes and improving the quality 

of life for people in rural areas. In the line with the Action Plan for nature, people and the economy, these 

movements promote smarter participatory approaches and strengthen the full involvement of landowners 

and users. 

Therefore, we want to intensify contact and exchange of experiences within the European Landcare 

initiatives and organisations: During the last years various European Landcare initiatives started 

exchanging experiences among each other. Until today, they benefit from these contacts. During mutual 

visits and workshops, new approaches for a better implementation of EU environmental/naturel and 

agricultural policies have been developed. But today it is essential to reinforce this cooperation on a 

European level to strengthen the long-term benefit for rural development and nature.  

A stronger collaboration across Europe would also help improving the implementation of EU-Directives, 

such as the Habitat Directive, the Water Framework Directive or the impacts of the Common Agricultural 

Policy on cultural landscapes in different countries. Feedback and suggestions will be summarized and 

shared with the European Commission as well as with the competent Ministries in the Member States.  

In this project, both existing and new partners are included to learn from the defined key factors and 

practical experience. They can participate in workshops and The European conference Thus, this project 

would ultimately help fostering European partnerships and strengthen the European Union. Therefore 

five workshops with successful partners will be realized to define key factors for fruitful cooperative 

nature conservation. The key factors will be summarized in a multilingual publication and presented in a 

final European conference on ‘Landcare Europe – cooperative nature conservation to benefit man and 

nature’. New Landcare movements can use these elements to improve their work on the ground. 

The central goal of the project is to promote the better implementation of EU-Directives such as the 

Habitats Directive, the Water Framework Directive, or the impacts of the Common Agricultural Policy on 

cultural landscapes in different countries. Feedback and suggestions will be summarized and delivered to 

the European Commission as well as to the respective ministries in the Member States. This will also 

foster the transfer of knowledge and practical experiences from one country to the other and the 

development of suitable programs if necessary. 

In this project, both existing and new partners are included and can learn from the defined key factors 

and practical experiences. They can participate in workshops and the European conference. Thus, this 

project would ultimately help fostering European partnerships and strengthen the European Union. 

Next to the implementation of the EU nature conservation directives, additional and recent topics will be 

discussed out of the every-day work in landcare in Europe, with the intention to find solutions and to 

learn from well tried-and-tested practices:  

? questions of coexistence with large carnivores in rural areas; 

? lessons learnt and conclusions for the restoration of habitats for and participation in the new contract 

on farmland birds; 

? derived from the experiences and suggestions of the landcare initiatives in Europe, the pilot project will 

contribute to the update of the guidance on Natura 2000 and farmland; 

? the conclusions will also be contributed to promote several deliverables of the Action Plan for Nature; 

? Experiences and lessons learnt can also be contributed within biogeographical networking events etc. 

The special value of the collaboration of Landcare initiatives is to build a bridge between nature 

conservation, land users and local communities. Therefore, EU policy targets can be better implemented 

and promote a pro-European atmosphere in rural areas. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 
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Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The loss of biodiversity in the EU is still ongoing. Further actions are urgently required to reverse the 

decline. Landcare initiatives can play an important role to achieve this objective. Currently there is no strong 

European collaboration of such organization. It is therefore essential to develop a strong exchange of 

experiences, improve the implementation tools and highlight best practice examples. This will not only 

contribute to the preservation of our biodiversity and cultural landscapes/heritage but also foster cooperation 

within the EU. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 337 
=== ENVI/5448 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 54 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 54 
2.0.PPPA 

    5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — EU pollinator monitoring and indicators 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The objective of the preparatory action is to support the implementation of an EU-wide monitoring 

scheme for wild insect pollinators in Member States and construction of associated indicators.  

Pollinators are an integral part of healthy ecosystems and their dramatic decline is a serious cause for 

concern. In Europe, animal pollination is primarily delivered by insects: around 2000 bee species, 900 

hoverfly species, 500 butterfly species, 8000 moth species. Other fly species, wasps and beetles also play 

an important pollination role. Without them, many plant species would decline and eventually disappear, 

with far-reaching consequences for nature and human wellbeing. In the EU, every 4 out 5 crop and wild 

flowering plant species depend, at least in part, on animal pollination. Up to €15 billion of the EU’s 

annual agricultural output is directly attributed to insect pollinators. They are widely regarded as one of 

the most important indicators of a healthy environment. 

On 1 June 2018, the European Commission adopted the EU Pollinators Initiative, following calls from 

the European Parliament and the Council for action to tackle the widely acknowledged dramatic decline 

of pollinators. The initiative sets a number of actions to address known causes of the decline, but also 

focuses on strengthening the knowledge base. It emphasises the importance of a systemic approach to 

collection of data and information on pollinators, in order to evaluate policy actions and improve their 

effectiveness. While in some areas we have reasonable knowledge (decline of butterflies, the poor state of 

their habitats and the drivers of declines), overall knowledge gaps remain in regards to the status and 

trends of most pollinator populations, as well as the causes and consequences of their decline. A 

coordinated monitoring process at EU level, powered by a standardised field data collection, will enable 

us to close the critical gaps and develop robust indicators to underpin impactful EU policies for 
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pollinators.  

Pollinator indicators will be in particular essential for a new EU post-2020 biodiversity framework and 

the new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). Pollinators are a high profile topic in the work of the UN 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which sets a global framework of actions on biodiversity, and 

to which the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) actively contributes. This culminated with the 

first global report on pollinators issued by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity 

and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) in 2016. It is expected that pollinators will feature in targets for the 

future global biodiversity framework. Besides pollinators being a target on its own merit, pollinator 

indicators will also help to measure progress towards a number of other biodiversity targets, including 

those related to the EU Habitats Directive, Natura 2000 network, agriculture and forestry. 

As stipulated under Action 5C of the EU Pollinators Initiative, the Commission will include a pollinator 

indicator in the performance and monitoring framework of the CAP once it is finalised and operational. 

Such an indicator would be an invaluable addition to the indicator framework in the Commission 

proposals for the CAP 2021-2027: insect pollinators are a good proxy for wider biodiversity and an 

essential factor in agricultural production. Due to this dual nature, pollinator indicators would be also an 

excellent addition to the monitoring framework for the implementation of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) in the EU, in particular Goals 15 (‘Life on land’) and 2 (‘Zero hunger’). The grassland 

butterfly indicator is already included in this framework and this action will help underpin the 

sustainability of butterfly monitoring and indicator reporting across the EU.  

While the monitoring and indicators developed under the EU Pollinators Initiative address wild pollinator 

species, these will greatly benefit also honeybee health and beekeeping sector. Managed and wild species 

share food/forage resources as well as the main pressures on their populations. Monitoring of wild 

species will not only provide good information about the quality of the environment for all pollinators, but 

also essential data for research into various pressures and their interplay. This is crucial for devising 

effective mitigation actions and supporting effective recovery. 

Beyond this fundamental contribution to policy-making, data and information generated by the 

monitoring scheme would enable development of tools for land managers, in particular farmers. Data on 

the status of pollinator species, paired with good crop data (for example as per outputs of Action 3B of the 

EU Pollinators Initiative), would enable development of an atlas of pollinators and pollination or an early 

warning system for pollination deficit. These would help farmers, whose yields and profits essentially 

depend on pollinators, to make informed decisions on how to secure this agricultural input and mitigate 

risks related to the decline of insect pollinators.  

Furthermore, it would also enable tools for actors higher up the biomass chain, such as risk assessment 

and management tools for food and drink manufacturers, suppliers or retailers whose products and 

services depend on pollinator-dependent agricultural produce. In this way, good data and information on 

pollinators would support the bioeconomy agenda more broadly. The 2018 update of the Bioeconomy 

Strategy includes an action that would support the development of such tools, with a view to facilitate 

integration of pollinators into supply value chains (Action 3.3.4).  

The scope of an EU pollinator monitoring scheme is expected to entail at least the main taxonomic 

groups: bees, hoverflies, butterflies and moths. At the moment, the only systemic EU-level monitoring of 

any pollinator group is conducted for butterflies in half of the EU Member States. In 2018, the 

Parliament has funded ‘Pilot Project EU Butterfly Monitoring and Indicators (ABLE)’ to expand that 

monitoring scheme. This preparatory action would build on this pilot project to ensure full EU coverage 

in regards to monitoring butterflies, and would help to establish the first-ever EU-level monitoring 

processes for other pollinator groups.  

The Commission expects to launch a technical expert group in May 2019, mandated to devise an EU-wide 

pollinator monitoring scheme and pollinator indicators by May 2020. With a view to implement the 

monitoring scheme and enable the flow of data to build indicators already in 2021, it will be crucial to 

kick off the necessary preparations in Member States in 2020. Many Member States are expected to face 
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challenges in regards to administrative and academic capacities, so a successful implementation will help 

by focusing efforts early on. 

Activities of the preparatory action: 

The preparatory action would fund activities that help to address challenges in Member States’ capacities 

with a view to facilitate harmonised implementation of an EU-wide monitoring scheme for insect 

pollinators. 

Specifically, the preparatory action would support the following activities: 

 Pooling of expertise at EU level, expert networking and training; 

 Coordination of implementation of the scheme across Member States; 

 Assistance with the preparation of administrative, financial and academic capacities in Member States;  

 Assistance with initial implementation of the scheme in Member States with inadequate capacities; 

 Building on and complementing the EP Pilot Project ABLE in regards to the existing butterfly 

monitoring scheme. 

This preparatory action will run for three years and will have a budget of EUR 5 million. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The dramatic loss of insect pollinators and its impacts on nature and human wellbeing is a great societal 

challenge. This action will support implementation of an EU-wide scheme for monitoring pollinators and 

constructing pollinator indicators. That is essential for developing effective policy responses and evaluation 

of their success in addressing insect declines and losses of pollination services, especially through the EU’s 

biodiversity policy and Common Agricultural Policy. This action will, among others, build on the ABLE 

butterfly monitoring pilot project. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 338 
=== ENVI/5449 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 55 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 55 
2.0.PPPA 

    2 650 000 1 325 000 2 650 000 1 325 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 650 000 1 325 000 2 650 000 1 325 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Measuring the pulse of European biodiversity using the Red List Index 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 
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The objective of this preparatory action is to evaluate the changes in biodiversity status in Europe, at the 

EU28 and Pan-European scales, to address clustered drivers of decline and monitor the impact of 

conservation measures and policy action. It will be an important contribution to the final evaluation of 

the EU Biodiversity Strategy and the post-2020 biodiversity frameworks. The proposed approach 

combines the mobilization of dedicated knowledge networks and data with the use of an established 

metric, the IUCN Red List Index (RLI), to update existing European Red Lists and assess species changes 

in status, with the aim of informing sectoral and land use policies which is critical to refine their scope of 

action. 

In Europe, the risk of extinction of species has increased dramatically over the last 20 years. While the 

drivers of these declines are largely known for some groups of organisms, and conservation measures and 

policies have been implemented to prevent the continuation of these downward trends, data and 

knowledge on species trends and threats is either non-existent or not easily accessible, species status 

indicators have not been systematically produced, and the geographical scope of conservation and policy 

action has been uneven. These limit the understanding of the impact made by concrete recovery measures 

and challenge the measurement of EU progress against regionally and internationally agreed targets to 

halt biodiversity loss.  

The IUCN RLI is a widely accepted metric for measuring changes in extinction risk globally and has been 

adopted as an official indicator of progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals and the global 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets. As such, it was recently used to assess regional trends of mammals, birds and 

amphibians for Europe and Central Asia in the regional assessment report of the Intergovernmental 

Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services and is proposed to be used in the post-

2020 global biodiversity framework. The RLI uses data from the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, 

which in Europe has assessed over 11,000 species since 2006 at two regional levels: for geographic 

Europe, and for the 28 Member States of the European Union. For marine species, the area covered by 

the assessments includes the Mediterranean, the Black, the Baltic and the North Seas, and the European 

part of the Atlantic Ocean (i.e. territorial waters and the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), including the 

EEZs of the Macaronesian Islands belonging to Portugal and Spain). However, IUCN Red List 

Assessments become officially outdated after 10 years and no taxonomic group has ever been reassessed 

at the EU28 and Pan-European scales. Therefore, it is vital that species are regularly reassessed to obtain 

a reliable and meaningful indicator of European biodiversity trends and threat abatement over time for 

more widespread evidence-informed policy-making.  

The preparatory action aims at using the IUCN RLI to estimate the aggregate extinction risk for almost 

all taxa assessed to date by the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species at the EU28 and Pan-European 

scales. These include vertebrates (mammals, amphibians, reptiles, freshwater fishes), invertebrates (non-

marine molluscs, butterflies, saproxylic beetles, dragonflies and bees), plants (vascular and medicinal). 

The IUCN RLI can measure whether the rate of biodiversity loss has been reduced in Europe, helping to 

improve the effectiveness of conservation measures applied on the ground while assessing progress in 

implementing EU policies and legislation, such as the current EU Biodiversity Strategy - particularly 

Target 1 which aims to increase the protection of species and their habitats by fully implementing the EU 

Nature Directives - as well as informing policy targets in the post-2020 agenda. These reassessments 

should be aligned with the policy cycle (e.g. 2010 Biodiversity Action Plan, EU Biodiversity policy to 2020, 

2030 biodiversity strategy, etc.).  

The overall methodology for species reassessments will be based on the existing Red List assessments. 

Some preliminary work will be needed to collect the necessary information and update the assessments. 

Assessment Workshops will take place only to review the Red List status of the most endangered species, 

and so they are expected to be less in number than a typical assessment exercise, and, consequently, 

cheaper. The duration of these workshops will vary from 1-4 days, depending on the number of species to 

be assessed. Taxonomic knowledge, expertise and data will be mobilized through engagement with the 

relevant Specialist Groups of the IUCN Species Survival Commission, and with IUCN staff leading the 

global assessment of these groups. Additional consultation with and engagement of local and 

international experts will be key for the success of the activities, and so this action has a huge potential 
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for galvanising local knowledge hubs and for capacity building (through workshops). The IUCN Red List 

typically makes species assessments and distribution maps freely available on its website, and all the 

newly collected information will be uploaded to the EEA Biodiversity Data Centre. Any additional detailed 

time series data on population abundance and distribution for the proposed groups of species collected 

under this action will be made available, subjected to the terms established in legal data sharing 

agreements with existing monitoring schemes to clarify intellectual property rights and rights of access to 

data, in an integrated database that can directly contribute to an integrated monitoring system for 

biodiversity and ecosystems to be developed by the European Commission and the European 

Environment. 

DELIVERABLES 

The reassessments will provide four main deliverables:  

1) European Red List Publication for each group of species (EU & Pan-European level), providing a 

synthesized review of the analyses undertaken and the results of the reassessment process, including 

examples of species with positive, stable and negative trends as shown by the RLI, a compilation of 

conservation successes and failures, with key messages and recommendations tailored to the main sectors 

responsible for actions taking place across Europe that continue to support and/or threaten species 

conservation. These will be critical to improve biodiversity mainstreaming across non-state actors and 

inform the general public on which actions and behaviours will benefit European biodiversity, promote 

ecosystems services and, hence, human well-being. The final reassessments for each species will also be 

presented in the format of updated fact-sheets on the IUCN website. The advantages of uploading the 

fact-sheets onto the Red List Website are access to all European Red List data in one place, access to the 

most up-to-date assessment beyond the scope of this action benefitting from new information being 

incorporated by the SSC Expert Network, and comparison to global and other regional assessments of the 

same species. In line with previous European Red List publications, the updated assessments will be full 

colour with figures and photos throughout, and the publications will also be designed to minimise 

download times for the PDF version. The publications will be delivered in print (300 copies) as well as in 

electronic formats (Word and PDF). 

2) Integration of updated Red List databases into the EEA Biodiversity Data Centre and its hosting 

infrastructure. All the information collected to estimate the RLI (population size, distribution, 

demographic trends, habitats, threats) will be used to update the current species assessments in the 

Species Information Service (SIS), and exported to Microsoft Access databases (per taxonomic group), 

which will then be formatted in accordance with the requirements of the EEA Biodiversity Data Centre, 

where they will be made available. 

3) Preparation of text for EUROPA website. A new tab under the current index available for each 

European Red List Assessment at the EUROPA website reflecting the results of the RLI for each 

taxonomic group will be created and the respective text will be prepared in parallel with the ERL 

publications. The current structure (i.e. titles and subtitles) as developed for previous European Red List 

projects might require revision to better encapsulate and profile the efforts for, and results of, systematic 

monitoring and of the RLI.  

4) ‘The pulse of European biodiversity’ brochure summarising the findings of the reassessments and the 

RLI, highlighting the importance of biodiversity monitoring and long-term trends, clustering drivers of 

threat to provide key messages to the societal sectors with the greatest impacts, and celebrating cases of 

conservation success. It is important that positive messages are included to help create the optimistic 

social movement that will enable change. The brochure will be made in line with the EC visual identity 

guidelines. It will have broad appeal and will be used to communicate with policymakers and the 

interested public. It will also be an important communication tool for the media and will provide DG 

Environment with a very useful tool that can be widely distributed to other Directorate Generals and 

stakeholders, as well as used in awareness raising campaigns. The brochures will be delivered in print 

(1,500 copies) as well as in electronic formats (Word and PDF). 
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This 3-year preparatory action would have a total budget of 2.650.000 EUR. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

By reassessing the status of almost all vertebrates, invertebrates, including the most important groups of 

pollinators, and plants across Europe, this preparatory action will provide evidence on genuine changes in 

extinction risk as compared to previous European Red Lists and an index to measure for the first time the 

pulse of biodiversity in Europe. This information is vital to shape the EU post-2020 biodiversity framework 

and measure European progress towards achieving the SGDs. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 339 
=== ENVI/5450 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 07 02 77 56 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

07 02 77 56 
2.0.PPPA 

    2 600 000 1 300 000 2 600 000 1 300 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 600 000 1 300 000 2 600 000 1 300 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Making Iron Gates dams passable for Danube sturgeons 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This pilot proposal entails the assessment of technical solutions for opening a migration route for 

sturgeons across the Iron Gate hydropower dams I and II on the Danube River on the border between 

Romania and Serbia. This is an extraordinary task considering the size of the dams - the largest on the 

River Danube, the size of the fish - up to 7 meters, and the rocky terrain surrounding Iron Gates which 

makes together for an extraordinary engineering challenge requiring a solution with a high degree of 

innovation, tailored to local circumstances. 

Restoring sturgeon migration aids is highlighted as a flagship project under the ICPDR Sturgeon 

Strategy as well as in the Action Plan of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) with a view to 

improving the conservation status of Danube sturgeons. It also contributes to the implementation of the 

pan-European Action Plan for the Conservation of the Sturgeon of the Bern Convention, to which the EU 

is party.  

This Pilot Project is needed to prepare a sound and comprehensive technical feasibility study for 

facilitating sturgeon migration including: 

1) concept / pre-design of potential technical options for up- and downstream fish passage restoration 

including comparison of their advantages & disadvantages (restrictions), cost estimates, risks (technical, 

financial) and identification of required next steps for an outline design incl. structural design, technical 
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components design and operational concept. 

2) hydraulic modelling. 

3) concept for an implementation strategy (the sequence of structure implementation, e.g step-by-step 

following ‘learning by doing’ i.e. adaptive fishway design approach). 

4) identification of feasible management alternatives, in particular for downstream fish protection (e.g. 

turbine management, trap & transport) – both short-term and long-term. 

5) field surveys necessary to fill knowledge gaps not covered by the ongoing studies (non-existing data or 

outdated data). 

6) concept for fishway evaluation/monitoring. 

7) update of funding concept. 

8) review of technical concepts by peer reviewers/ fishway experts. 

The costs for these elements of the technical Feasibility Study will amount to approximately 2,6 mio EUR. 

The International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River (ICPDR) as well as the competent 

national authorities of Romania and Serbia will be closely associated with the implementation of the 

study. 

The activities to be implemented could be redesigned to avoid possible overlaps with on-going work. 

The funding of this project is currently not foreseen in any EU programme. 

There is no ready-to-apply design for this kind of fish pass and the innovative solution funded under this 

project will thus be a paradigm for designing comparable fish passes on other larger European rivers. 

Similar challenges as making Iron Gates I and II passable for large fish (e.g. impressive dimension, high 

discharge, variable water levels in the reservoir) are also encountered around the Baltic Sea, where large 

dams on the Polish Vistula, the Lithuanian Neman, and the Latvian Daugava River hinder fish migration 

and sturgeon reintroduction programmes. Other examples are the Gabčíkovo dam as well as larger dams 

on the Tisza and Drava in the Danube basin, on the Evros in Bulgaria and Greece, and rivers of the 

Iberian Peninsula, for example on the Guadalquivir, a former sturgeon river. Finding fish migration 

solutions for all these rivers would be an important contribution to implementation of the EU Water 

Framework Directive. 

Passages for sturgeons on large dams only exist in Russia on the Volga and Kuban rivers and in the 

United States on the Connecticut and Columbia rivers. Experience gathered with these facilities should be 

taken into account, but won´t answer all open questions. One of the most known and successful examples 

of fish passes for sturgeons in Europe is located in Geesthacht in Germany, but here the weir is only 4.5 

m high compared to the 60 m height of Iron Gates I. 

In addition, this Pilot Project would involve Serbian stakeholders from the water management 

community, thus contribute with an on-the-job training in how to comply with the environmental acquis. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Identifying a solution for making the Iron Gates dams passable is critical for unblocking the migration route 

for sturgeon, an IUCN red listed species group, opening a Danube river stretch of over 800km length for 

migration and access to its large tributaries for spawning and raising of fish. It fosters compliance with EU 
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environmental legislation as well as innovation on a critical water management issue of large rivers within 

the EU. It also supports Serbia in complying with the water acquis. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 18 
=== TRAN/5529 === 

Tabled by Committee on Transport and Tourism 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 11 06 77 18 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

11 06 77 18 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Charter of good practices for cruises 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Europe is a key market for the global cruise industry. In 2015 the global cruise industry generated 25.3 

million passengers, representing 956.597 jobs, with a total output arising to 117 billion dolars worldwide. 

The demand for cruising has increased 62% in the last ten years, from 2005-2015.  

All of this translates into economic value and jobs for Europe. However, the Coastal and Maritime 

Regions need to create conditions to better integrate the advantages of the Cruise Tourism. Bearing this 

in mind this Pilot Project intends to create a Charter of Good Practices for Cruises within the already 

existing pan European dialogue between cruise operators, ports and coastal tourism stakeholders. The 

focus must be on the environmental impact on the reception of the cruises, but also the social impact and 

the way the reception facilities of the Ports and the regions should be adapted. This Charter would have 

the following content:  

- Design a process to integrate all the maritime stakeholders involved;  

- Environmental aspect and mitigation policies to reduce the externalities; 

- Social and Economic dimension of the cruises in the Regions; 

-The need to coordinate between the cruise port and the city  

-Best practices already in place  

This Charter will allow to reduce externalities from Cruise activities and trigger more economic and 

social benefits to the city and citizens. One example can be the exchange of best practices on managing 

congestions that occur in peak season. This Charter would also help enhancing mutual understanding 

between the Cruise Port and city authorities. Moreover, the scope of the charterl needs to cover also 

possible environmental impact of the cruise services. Apart from these, it will help to raise awareness on 

the best practices already in place in different cruise ports in order to avoid duplication 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 
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26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

This PA allows Cruise Tourism stakeholders and operators embrace a Charter of Good Practices, with a 

special focus on the environmental impacts in the regions, which does not exist at Union level. At the same 

time, this will reinforce the existing pan European dialogue between cruise operators, ports and coastal 

tourism stakeholders. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 405 
=== PECH/6302 === 

Tabled by Committee on Fisheries 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 11 06 77 18 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

11 06 77 18 
2.0.PPPA 

    500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Better integration of genetics and genomics in fisheries control for improved 

management, conservation and consumer protection in the context of the Common Fisheries Policy 

(CFP) 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

With a view to improving management, conservation and consumer protection in the context of the 

Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and related legislation such as the Marine Strategy Framework 

Directive (MSFD), and taking advantage of the technology available to identify species and the 

geographical origin of marine fish, genetics and genomics should be integrated in control and 

management of EU fisheries policy. This pilot project, which would ideally take place under the remit of 

the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA), will describe the status of available approaches and 

technologies, assign existing genetic and genomic approaches to specific relevant issues and challenges 

that need to be addressed, collect the status of genetic and genomic knowledge, identify genetic databases 

to support the above, carry out a cost-benefit analysis, identify competent institutions and authorities in 

the EU, plan and carry out a number of operational trials on the use of genetics and genomics for 

fisheries control, and propose standards and procedures to take genetic samples. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

One of the key challenges faced by fishery control authorities is the exact attribution of catches to areas for 

quota consumption and the ability to identify fish species that are very similar or landed as processed. This 

ability is not only important for fisheries management purposes, but has key implications for the accuracy of 
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the information provided to consumers. The use of genetics and genomics in fisheries control will allow 

tackling those challenges by proposing standards and procedures. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1028 
=== GUE//8163 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 11 06 77 18 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

11 06 77 18 
2.0.PPPA 

    200 000 100 000 200 000 100 000 

Reserve         

Total      200 000 100 000 200 000 100 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Enhancing the value of fish and development of new products (species of no commercial 

value) 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This pilot project seeks to study and implement ways of enhancing the importance of species that 

currently have little or no commercial value, despite their nutritional qualities or their capacity to 

generate by-products. 

The project consists of a study and the creation of a tool-kit, involving the following steps: 1 - 

Identification and selection of target species; 2 - Identification of new markets; 3 - Development of new 

products; 4 - Identification of alternative ways of processing; 5 - Development of marketing strategy for 

these products; 6 - Identification of available management and financing tools (eg EMFF). 

This is a starting point for diversification of fisheries sector development, enabling organisations in the 

sector, namely local and artisanal fishermen, to implement strategic projects that can create employment 

and economic growth and ensure the sustainability of maritime resources -and can be replicated in other 

regions thanks to this study. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Varying resource availability, ecological constraints or other numerous problems surrounding this sector call 

for diversification - not only in terms of of the type of species caught, but also from a multi-purpose point of 

view regarding use of the fish as a whole, not just its edible parts. It is imperative that those species currently 

being caught that, despite their qualities, have little or no commercial value can be valued and directed 

towards potential markets and processing/marketing channels. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1031 
=== GUE//8166 === 
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Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 11 06 77 18 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

11 06 77 18 
2.0.PPPA 

    200 000 100 000 200 000 100 000 

Reserve         

Total      200 000 100 000 200 000 100 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Creation of a European wage compensation fund 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This PP seeks to launch a study in preparation for the creation of a public fund to compensate fishermen 

for unpredictable events, including those likely to affect the sustainability of maritime resources. The 

fund implementation period must be effectively incorporated for the purposes of pension and other social 

security benefits. 

The fund should be complemented with existing EMFF provisions, calling on other specialised structures 

(EU-OSHA and EUROFOUND) to carry out an assessment of their practical outcome. 

The fisheries sector is highly vulnerable to crises, natural and otherwise. With the increasing depletion of 

resources, fishermen are expected to lose significant portions of their income. This will increase the social 

and economic disruption for fishermen and fishing communities. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The existence of an earnings compensation fund is one way of ensuring that this activity (with its economic, 

social and cultural implications and its impact on the community) is sustainable and economically attractive. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 406 
=== PECH/6303 === 

Tabled by Committee on Fisheries 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 11 06 77 19 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

11 06 77 19 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Heading: 
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Pilot project — Technical specifications and evaluation of modern fisheries control technologies 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

With a view to improving fisheries control, this pilot project will test modern and emerging control 

technologies for developing procedures for Remote Electronic Monitoring (REM), incorporating closed-

circuit television (CCTV) and sensors. The pilot project will also evaluate measures for continuous engine 

power monitoring which would ideally lead to the introduction of improved controls and a phasing-out of 

current practices, which impose a significant administrative burden for authorities and are generally 

ineffective.  

The project will lead to a better implementation of control principles and obligations which are intended 

to support the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP, 2013). This will be achieved through the 

development of harmonised procedures, protocols and specifications, including the risk based application 

and installation of the equipment, the exchange of data, data processing and where relevant the use of 

intelligent analysis solutions for efficient monitoring of large volumes of data and footage. The 

development of common procedures and protocols and their operational testing in specific fisheries and 

evaluation would ideally take place under the remit of the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) 

and would support the implementation of several aspects of the proposal for a revised Fisheries Control 

System (May 2018: COM(2018)368). 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Fisheries Control is a costly but necessary part of good management of natural resources. Applying modern 

and emerging control technologies for remote electronic monitoring and engine power monitoring will 

reduce costs, provide more cost-effective practices and reduce administrative burden. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 407 
=== PECH/6304 === 

Tabled by Committee on Fisheries 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 11 06 77 20 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

11 06 77 20 
2.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Centre for fight against plastic marine pollution Portugal 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 
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Plastic pollution is the most visible example of the harm we are causing to our seas and oceans. We need 

to build the capacity to drive a comprehensive response to tackle it, to ensure the future of the generations 

to come. 

Fight against marine pollution has become one of EU's most visible objectives over the last years. 

Proposals as the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, the Single Use Plastics Directive, and the strategy 

for plastics in a circular economy, the Directive on port reception facilities for ship-generated waste and 

cargo residues, or even the urban wastewater treatment directive or the Nitrate Directive prove EU’s 

effort.  

By creating a centre for fighting marine pollution in Madeira, the EU would benefit through: 

 better data collection; 

 better knowledge of the impact of marine pollution; 

 better research and development for solutions designed at EU level; 

 possibility for local testing and future applicability; 

 investment in innovation in an Outermost Region; 

 working in synergy with the European Marine Safety Agency based in Lisbon and the European 

Fisheries Control Agency in Vigo. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Portugal and its the Outermost Regions have a unique potential and assets that can benefit the Union on 

tackling the problem of plastics marine pollution. Their exceptional geographical and geological 

characteristics make the country a useful laboratory for research and innovation in industries of the future 

such as biodiversity, marine ecosystems, or fight against plastics marine pollution, as stated in the 

Commission's latest Communication of 24 October 2017 (COM (2017) 623 final): "The outermost regions of 

the European Union: towards a new approach". 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 408 
=== PECH/6306 === 

Tabled by Committee on Fisheries 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 11 06 77 22 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

11 06 77 22 
2.0.PPPA 

    200 000 100 000 200 000 100 000 

Reserve         

Total      200 000 100 000 200 000 100 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project - Support measures for small-scale artisanal and inshore fisheries 

Remarks: 
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Add following text: 

This Pilot Project aims to prepare for the launching of a programme to support small-scale fishing, 

helping to coordinate actions and channel resources from other existing instruments, in order to deal with 

the specific problems of the fishing sector. 

This PP should throw light on obstacles to activity and development potential in these regions. The result 

will be an action plan that should contribute to achievement of a number of objectives, including: local 

organisation of fishermen; capacity building for financing and obtaining the most from the EMFF; 

contribution of small-scale artisanal and inshore fishing to maritime sustainability; organisation of joint 

management processes; promotion of activities to diversify small-scale inshore fishing and increase the 

added value of fishery products. 

Small-scale artisanal and inshore fisheries need support to address structural problems, which translates 

into fewer catches, higher risks and lower health and safety standards. On the other hand, fisheries form 

the cornerstone of coastal communities, characterised by specific cultural events, traditions and social 

and urban configurations. The multifarious nature of the fisheries sector and its specific needs are 

covered by a number of EU policies - and the relevant information needs to be organised and clarified to 

help develop the sector and communities concerned. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The development of small-scale fishing and the communities that support it is essential, in the sense that, in 

most of the countries with a maritime tradition, this sector forms the basis of an entire 'ecosystem' that must 

be supported in order to ensure the continuation of fishing activities and the sustainability of resources. This 

sector faces a number of structural constraints and it is therefore essential to empower it with instruments to 

facilitate the organisation of fishermen, access to finance and better management, while contributing to the 

added value of fishery products. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 409 
=== PECH/6308 === 

Tabled by Committee on Fisheries 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 11 06 77 24 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

11 06 77 24 
2.0.PPPA 

    500 000 50 000 500 000 50 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 50 000 500 000 50 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Network for European universities with clustered maritime studies to develop 

innovative ways of dealing with marine pollution 

Remarks: 
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Add following text: 

Fight against marine pollution has become one of EU's most visible objectives over the last years. 

Proposals as the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, the Single Use Plastics Directive, and the strategy 

for plastics in a circular economy, the Directive on port reception facilities for ship-generated waste and 

cargo residues, or even the urban wastewater treatment directive or the Nitrate Directive prove EU’s 

effort. In spite of that, the EU falls short on obtaining the necessary scientific knowledge on the elements, 

which define the state of the marine environment. By creating this network in Madeira, the EU would 

increase scientific knowledge about the marine environment through:  

 better data collection 

 better knowledge of the impact of marine pollution 

 better research and development for solutions designed at EU level 

 better sharing of best practices 

 better development of innovative ways of dealing with marine pollution 

 working in synergy with the European Marine Safety Agency based in Lisbon and the European 

Fisheries Control Agency in Vigo 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Madeira and the Outermost Regions in general have unique potential and assets that can benefit the Union. 

Their exceptional geographical and geological characteristics make Madeira a useful laboratory for research 

and innovation in industries of the future such as biodiversity, marine ecosystems, or fight against marine 

pollution, as stated in the Commission's latest Communication of 24 October 2017 (COM (2017) 623 final): 

"The outermost regions of the European Union: towards a new approach". 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 370 
=== AGRI/6026 === 

Tabled by Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 04 77 07 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 04 77 07 
2.0.PPPA 

    950 000 950 000 950 000 950 000 

Reserve         

Total      950 000 950 000 950 000 950 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — On the welfare of dairy cattle, including measures to protect unweaned dairy calves and 

end-of-career animals 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 
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The expansion of the dairy sector, the increase in the average productivity of dairy cows, and the surplus 

of male dairy calves have not been accompanied by updated animal welfare policies. A recent 

Commission report indicates that there is insufficient attention for parameters such as mastitis, lameness, 

cubicle design, and lying comfort, which are well known to influence not only the welfare but also the 

health and on-farm longevity of dairy cows. Member States are having different regulatory regimes, thus 

disrupting the level-playing field for producers. Additionally, the increase in the size of dairy herds in 

some countries is causing a chronic surplus of male dairy calves, which still unweaned have to be 

transported over very long distances to specialised fattening farms. The challenges encountered during 

the long-distance transport of unweaned dairy calves have not been solved, and there is evidence from 

several non-governmental organisations that these vulnerable animals cannot be protected during such 

transports. Another overlooked aspect is the treatment of end-of-career animals. There is evidence that 

‘downer’ cows (i.e., unfit for transport) may be transported to complacent abattoirs for slaughter. This is 

not only a violation of EU rules on animal transport and slaughter, but it also represents a threat for food 

safety.  

This pilot project has four main aims: (1) to produce a clear set of good and best practice guidelines for 

the welfare of dairy heifers, cows and calves based on robust animal based indicators, as well as guidance 

on the correct treatment of end-of career dairy cows; (2) to carry out a socio-economic impact assessment 

of shifting from transport of unweaned male dairy calves over long distances, to local rearing and 

fattening; (3) to propose economic models to prevent the transport of end-of-career dairy cows; (4) to 

disseminate the outcomes in the - dairy-producing Member States and in those affected by the intra-EU 

trade of live unweaned calves. The project should bring together from the onset relevant stakeholders 

including scientists, veterinarians, and NGOs. The outcomes should strongly draw on the scientific and 

practical expertise available including from already implemented best practices. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

In the absence of species legislation for dairy cows the development of guidelines is highly desirable also 

with a view to creating a more level playing field for EU producers. Animal-based indicators are not being 

recorded in a consistent manner and data are not available to the competent authorities. Additionally, there 

are concerns over the welfare of unweaned male dairy calves transported over very long distances to 

fattening farms, as well as on the treatment of end-of-career cows. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 4008 
=== BUDG/4008 === 

Tabled by Erik Bergkvist, Committee on Budgets, Jytte Guteland 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 04 77 07 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 04 77 07 
2.0.PPPA 

    950 000 950 000 950 000 950 000 

Reserve         

Total      950 000 950 000 950 000 950 000 

Heading: 
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Pilot project — Welfare of dairy cattle, including measures to protect unweaned dairy calves and end-of-

career animals 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The expansion of the dairy sector, the increase in the average productivity of dairy cows, and the surplus 

of male dairy calves have not been accompanied by updated animal welfare policies. A recent 

Commission report indicates that there is insufficient attention for parameters such as mastitis, lameness, 

cubicle design, and lying comfort, which are well known to influence not only the welfare but also the 

health and on-farm longevity of dairy cows. Member States are having different regulatory regimes, thus 

disrupting the level-playing field for producers. Additionally, the increase in the size of dairy herds in 

some countries is causing a chronic surplus of male dairy calves, which still unweaned have to be 

transported over very long distances to specialised fattening farms. The challenges encountered during 

the long-distance transport of unweaned dairy calves have not been solved, and there is evidence from 

several non-governmental organisations that these vulnerable animals cannot be protected during such 

transports. Another overlooked aspect is the treatment of end-of-career animals. There is evidence that 

‘downer’ cows (i.e., unfit for transport) may be transported to complacent abattoirs for slaughter. This is 

not only a violation of EU rules on animal transport and slaughter, but it also represents a threat for food 

safety. 

This pilot project has four main aims: (1) to produce a clear set of good and best practice guidelines for 

the welfare of dairy heifers, cows and calves based on robust animal based indicators, as well as guidance 

on the correct treatment of end-of career dairy cows; (2) to carry out a socio-economic impact assessment 

of shifting from transport of unweaned male dairy calves over long distances, to local rearing and 

fattening; (3) to propose economic models to prevent the transport of end-of-career dairy cows; (4) to 

disseminate the outcomes in the - dairy-producing Member States and in those affected by the intra-EU 

trade of live unweaned calves. The project should bring together from the onset relevant stakeholders 

including scientists, veterinarians, and NGOs. The outcomes should strongly draw on the scientific and 

practical expertise available including from already implemented best practices. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

In the absence of species legislation for dairy cows the development of guidelines is highly desirable also 

with a view to creating a more level playing field for EU producers. Animal-based indicators are not being 

recorded in a consistent manner and data are not available to the competent authorities. Additionally, there 

are concerns over the welfare of unweaned male dairy calves transported over very long distances to 

fattening farms, as well as on the treatment of end-of-career cows. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 822 
=== S&D//7312 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 
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SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 04 77 07 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 04 77 07 
2.0.PPPA 

    750 000 750 000 750 000 750 000 

Reserve         

Total      750 000 750 000 750 000 750 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Best practices for transitioning to higher welfare cage-free egg production systems 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

Public acceptance of the use of "enriched" cages for laying hens is decreasing, also in the light of 

scientific evidence showing that such cages severely restrict the ability of laying hens to perform many 

normal behaviours. The proposed pilot project aims to help egg producers meet market demand by 

providing practical guidance on how to transition to alternative higher welfare cage-free systems. Major 

food businesses have already committed to sourcing only cage-free eggs by 2025 or earlier. In order to 

equip EU producers towards such a transition and guarantee that they stay in business, support should be 

provided to them to convert conventional systems to higher welfare alternative systems that are not only fit 

for purpose but also fit for the future. The project will look into the different systems for laying hens and 

identify those that are optimal for animal health and welfare. The recommendations, which should 

include economic aspects, will be supported by robust indicators to measure animal welfare outcomes. 

The first phase of the pilot project will collect best available practices for facilitating the transition 

towards higher welfare rearing and keeping of laying hens in barn, free-range, and organic systems. The 

second phase will consist of dissemination events in at least 4 countries where alternative rearing systems 

are still not predominant (e.g., ES, PL, PT, BE) and a final event at EU level with major industry and 

political stakeholders as well as representatives from all the EU Member States. The resulting guidance 

document should be as much as possible practice-oriented, and should be illustrated, for example, with 

case studies (including economic data) on relevant systems from at least 4 EU countries with the highest 

proportion of cage-free egg production (for instance DE, NL, FR, IT). 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Major food businesses and several EU Member States have phased out the use of eggs from "enriched" 

caged systems. This is the result of a more generalised societal demand to phase out cages in livestock 

farming. Egg producers should be helped to remain in the market while transitioning towards alternative 

systems that will replace ‘enriched’ cages. To assist them in this process, guidance is needed on best 

available practices that can guarantee the economic future of producers while also responding to consumers' 

demand for higher animal welfare. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 371 
=== AGRI/6027 === 

Tabled by Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 
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------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 04 77 08 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 04 77 08 
2.0.PPPA 

    750 000 750 000 750 000 750 000 

Reserve         

Total      750 000 750 000 750 000 750 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Best practices for transitioning to higher welfare cage-free egg production systems 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Public acceptance of the use of "enriched" cages for laying hens is decreasing, also in the light of 

scientific evidence showing that such cages severely restrict the ability of laying hens to perform many 

normal behaviours. The proposed pilot project aims to help egg producers meet market demand by 

providing practical guidance on how to transition to alternative higher welfare cage-free systems. Major 

food businesses have already committed to sourcing only cage-free eggs by 2025 or earlier. In order to 

equip EU producers towards such a transition and guarantee that they stay in business, support should be 

provided to them to convert conventional systems to higher welfare alternative systems that are not only fit 

for purpose but also fit for the future. The project will look into the different systems for laying hens and 

identify those that are optimal for animal health and welfare. The recommendations, which should 

include economic aspects, will be supported by robust indicators to measure animal welfare outcomes. 

The first phase of the pilot project will collect best available practices for facilitating the transition 

towards higher welfare rearing and keeping of laying hens in barn, free-range, and organic systems. The 

second phase will consist of dissemination events in at least 4 countries where alternative rearing systems 

are still not predominant (e.g., ES, PL, PT, BE) and a final event at EU level with major industry and 

political stakeholders as well as representatives from all the EU Member States. The resulting guidance 

document should be as much as possible practice-oriented, and should be illustrated, for example, with 

case studies (including economic data) on relevant systems from at least 4 EU countries with the highest 

proportion of cage-free egg production (for instance DE, NL, FR, IT). 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Major food businesses and several EU Member States have phased out the use of eggs from "enriched" 

caged systems. This is the result of a more generalised societal demand to phase out cages in livestock 

farming. Egg producers should be helped to remain in the market while transitioning towards alternative 

systems that will replace ‘enriched’ cages. To assist them in this process, guidance is needed on best 

available practices that can guarantee the economic future of producers while also responding to consumers' 

demand for higher animal welfare. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 376 
=== AGRI/6039 === 

Tabled by Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 
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------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 04 77 09 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 04 77 09 
2.0.PPPA 

    5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Environmental monitoring of pesticide use through honey bees 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

 The objective of this preparatory action is to put in place a tool for collecting environmental data with the 

help of honey bees and bee ‘products’. This will enable evaluation of pollution exposure and diffusion in 

the environment at landscape level. It will also enable evaluation of plant diversity across landscapes.  

Despite having large impacts on human wellbeing and nature, there are still considerable data and 

information gaps regarding exposure to various environmental pollutants, in particular pesticides. Honey 

bees come in contact with diverse matrices due to their biological needs and behaviour. During their wide-

ranging foraging activity (up to 15 km radius) they are exposed to pollutants present in the atmosphere, 

soil, vegetation, and water. Numerous plants are visited every day to collect nectar, secretions from sap-

feeding insects, pollen and/or water, while plant gums are collected for propolis production. While flying 

they also come into contact with airborne particles, which stick to their body hairs or are inhaled via 

spiracles. Contaminants are brought back to the beehives and may be found in the beekeeping products, 

such as honey, wax, propolis, pollen, and bee bread. Besides pesticides, honey bees and their products 

could be also an excellent tool for monitoring other environmental pollutants such as heavy metals, 

particulate matter (PM), volatile organic compounds (VOC) or sulphur dioxide (SO2).  

Honey bees are already used as bioindicators of the level of environmental contamination. Studies have 

been performed using bees and beekeeping products as biological ‘monitoring instruments’ to measure 

environmental quality. Various levels of environmental monitoring with honey bees have already been 

described, differing in their degree of complexity and sensitivity. Concerned about honey bee colony 

losses, beekeepers, beekeeper technicians and scientists in specific areas of Europe started analysing the 

contaminant content of bees and bee products. The results are often the same: bees are exposed to a wide 

variety of contaminants simultaneously and consecutively.  

Furthermore, there are considerable knowledge gaps as regards plant species richness and abundance 

across various landscapes in the EU. Such knowledge is essential for evaluation of habitat quality as well 

as evaluation of pressures different land uses may exert on habitats. Collection and analysis of pollen 

from beehives offers a promising avenue to gather invaluable data and information that can help to cover 

those knowledge gaps.  

Environmental data and information generated through monitoring using honey bees would support EU 

policies in the following areas:  

 Public health and food safety 

 Plant and animal health, including bee health 

 Agriculture rural development, including beekeeping 

 Agricultural production and food security 

 Environmental protection (nature, air, water, soil) 
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 Biodiversity 

It would in particular support effective actions under: 

 Directive 2009/128/EC on the sustainable use of pesticides 

 Regulation(EC) 1107/2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market 

 EU Common Agricultural Policy 

 EU biodiversity policy, including EU Pollinators Initiative 

 Directive (EU) 2016/2284 on the reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants 

 Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions 

In this way, environmental monitoring through honey bees would contribute towards the implementation 

of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the EU, in particular Goals 2 (‘Zero hunger’), 3 (‘Good 

health and wellbeing’), 12 (‘Responsible consumption and production’), 14 (‘Life below water’) and 15 

(‘Life on land’).  

In 2018, the Parliament has funded the pilot project ‘Environmental monitoring of pesticide use through 

honey bees’. This preparatory action would build on this pilot project. It would further expand its scope to 

other environmental pollutants as well as monitoring of plant diversity. This preparatory action would be 

a citizen science project, where beekeepers would play a key role by collecting samples from beehives.  

Activities of the preparatory action:  

The preparatory action would fund an-EU wide implementation of the monitoring methodology currently 

developed and tested by the pilot project. Furthermore, the action would look to expand the monitoring to 

other environmental pollutants as well as plant diversity.  

Specifically, activities under this preparatory action would: 

 Explore how to expand the monitoring protocol to environmental pollutants beyond pesticides, and 

develop due modules in this regard  

 Implement monitoring protocol by sampling beehives across various land uses in all Member States 

 Carry out chemical and pollen analysis of samples  

 Develop IT infrastructure to create, store, manage, process and share collected data  

This preparatory action will run for three years and will have a budget of EUR 5 million. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Pesticides and other environmental pollutants have large impacts on human wellbeing and nature. There are 

considerable data and information gaps regarding exposure of humans and wildlife to pollutants in the 

environment. By building on the existing pilot project, this preparatory action will put in place a tool that 

uses honey bees for collecting data necessary to cover those gaps. In this way it will contribute to more 

effective EU environmental, health and food safety policies and actions. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 826 
=== S&D//7316 === 
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Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 04 77 09 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 04 77 09 
2.0.PPPA 

    5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      5 000 000 2 500 000 5 000 000 2 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Environmental monitoring of pesticide use through honey bees 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

 The objective of this preparatory action is to put in place a tool for collecting environmental data with the 

help of honey bees and bee ‘products’. This will enable evaluation of pollution exposure and diffusion in 

the environment at landscape level. It will also enable evaluation of plant diversity across landscapes.  

Despite having large impacts on human wellbeing and nature, there are still considerable data and 

information gaps regarding exposure to various environmental pollutants, in particular pesticides. Honey 

bees come in contact with diverse matrices due to their biological needs and behaviour. During their wide-

ranging foraging activity (up to 15 km radius) they are exposed to pollutants present in the atmosphere, 

soil, vegetation, and water. Numerous plants are visited every day to collect nectar, secretions from sap-

feeding insects, pollen and/or water, while plant gums are collected for propolis production. While flying 

they also come into contact with airborne particles, which stick to their body hairs or are inhaled via 

spiracles. Contaminants are brought back to the beehives and may be found in the beekeeping products, 

such as honey, wax, propolis, pollen, and bee bread. Besides pesticides, honey bees and their products 

could be also an excellent tool for monitoring other environmental pollutants such as heavy metals, 

particulate matter (PM), volatile organic compounds (VOC) or sulphur dioxide (SO2).  

Honey bees are already used as bioindicators of the level of environmental contamination. Studies have 

been performed using bees and beekeeping products as biological ‘monitoring instruments’ to measure 

environmental quality. Various levels of environmental monitoring with honey bees have already been 

described, differing in their degree of complexity and sensitivity. Concerned about honey bee colony 

losses, beekeepers, beekeeper technicians and scientists in specific areas of Europe started analysing the 

contaminant content of bees and bee products. The results are often the same: bees are exposed to a wide 

variety of contaminants simultaneously and consecutively.  

Furthermore, there are considerable knowledge gaps as regards plant species richness and abundance 

across various landscapes in the EU. Such knowledge is essential for evaluation of habitat quality as well 

as evaluation of pressures different land uses may exert on habitats. Collection and analysis of pollen 

from beehives offers a promising avenue to gather invaluable data and information that can help to cover 

those knowledge gaps.  

Environmental data and information generated through monitoring using honey bees would support EU 

policies in the following areas:  

 Public health and food safety 

 Plant and animal health, including bee health 

 Agriculture rural development, including beekeeping 
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 Agricultural production and food security 

 Environmental protection (nature, air, water, soil) 

 Biodiversity 

It would in particular support effective actions under: 

 Directive 2009/128/EC on the sustainable use of pesticides 

 Regulation(EC) 1107/2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market 

 EU Common Agricultural Policy 

 EU biodiversity policy, including EU Pollinators Initiative 

 Directive (EU) 2016/2284 on the reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants 

 Directive 2010/75/EU on industrial emissions 

In this way, environmental monitoring through honey bees would contribute towards the implementation 

of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the EU, in particular Goals 2 (‘Zero hunger’), 3 (‘Good 

health and wellbeing’), 12 (‘Responsible consumption and production’), 14 (‘Life below water’) and 15 

(‘Life on land’).  

In 2018, the Parliament has funded the pilot project ‘Environmental monitoring of pesticide use through 

honey bees’. This preparatory action would build on this pilot project. It would further expand its scope to 

other environmental pollutants as well as monitoring of plant diversity. This preparatory action would be 

a citizen science project, where beekeepers would play a key role by collecting samples from beehives.  

Activities of the preparatory action:  

The preparatory action would fund an-EU wide implementation of the monitoring methodology currently 

developed and tested by the pilot project. Furthermore, the action would look to expand the monitoring to 

other environmental pollutants as well as plant diversity.  

Specifically, activities under this preparatory action would: 

 Explore how to expand the monitoring protocol to environmental pollutants beyond pesticides, and 

develop due modules in this regard  

 Implement monitoring protocol by sampling beehives across various land uses in all Member States 

 Carry out chemical and pollen analysis of samples  

 Develop IT infrastructure to create, store, manage, process and share collected data  

This preparatory action will run for three years and will have a budget of EUR 5 million. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Pesticides and other environmental pollutants have large impacts on human wellbeing and nature. There are 

considerable data and information gaps regarding exposure of humans and wildlife to pollutants in the 

environment. By building on the existing pilot project, this preparatory action will put in place a tool that 

uses honey bees for collecting data necessary to cover those gaps. In this way it will contribute to more 

effective EU environmental, health and food safety policies and actions. 
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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 838 
=== S&D//7328 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 04 77 10 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 04 77 10 
2.0.PPPA 

    950 000 950 000 950 000 950 000 

Reserve         

Total      950 000 950 000 950 000 950 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — On the welfare of dairy cattle, including measures to protect unweaned dairy calves and 

end-of-career animals 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

The expansion of the dairy sector, the increase in the average productivity of dairy cows, and the surplus 

of male dairy calves have not been accompanied by updated animal welfare policies. A recent 

Commission report indicates that there is insufficient attention for parameters such as mastitis, lameness, 

cubicle design, and lying comfort, which are well known to influence not only the welfare but also the 

health and on-farm longevity of dairy cows. Member States are having different regulatory regimes, thus 

disrupting the level-playing field for producers. Additionally, the increase in the size of dairy herds in 

some countries is causing a chronic surplus of male dairy calves, which still unweaned have to be 

transported over very long distances to specialised fattening farms. The challenges encountered during 

the long-distance transport of unweaned dairy calves have not been solved, and there is evidence from 

several non-governmental organisations that these vulnerable animals cannot be protected during such 

transports. Another overlooked aspect is the treatment of end-of-career animals. There is evidence that 

‘downer’ cows (i.e., unfit for transport) may be transported to complacent abattoirs for slaughter. This is 

not only a violation of EU rules on animal transport and slaughter, but it also represents a threat for food 

safety.  

This pilot project has four main aims: (1) to produce a clear set of good and best practice guidelines for 

the welfare of dairy heifers, cows and calves based on robust animal based indicators, as well as guidance 

on the correct treatment of end-of career dairy cows; (2) to carry out a socio-economic impact assessment 

of shifting from transport of unweaned male dairy calves over long distances, to local rearing and 

fattening; (3) to propose economic models to prevent the transport of end-of-career dairy cows; (4) to 

disseminate the outcomes in the - dairy-producing Member States and in those affected by the intra-EU 

trade of live unweaned calves. The project should bring together from the onset relevant stakeholders 

including scientists, veterinarians, and NGOs. The outcomes should strongly draw on the scientific and 

practical expertise available including from already implemented best practices. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 
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Justification: 

Justification: In the absence of species legislation for dairy cows the development of guidelines is highly 

desirable also with a view to creating a more level playing field for EU producers. Animal-based indicators 

are not being recorded in a consistent manner and data are not available to the competent authorities. 

Additionally, there are concerns over the welfare of unweaned male dairy calves transported over very long 

distances to fattening farms, as well as on the treatment of end-of-career cows. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 4005 
=== BUDG/4005 === 

Tabled by Nils Torvalds, Committee on Budgets, Fredrick Federley, Morten Petersen 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 32 02 77 16 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

32 02 77 16 
2.0.PPPA 

    500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Engaging Companies for Energy Transition 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Development of a European private sector dimension to complement exisiting bottom-up energy - climate 

initiatives of cities and local municipalities (e.g. the Covenant of Mayors). By engaging leading (industrial 

and commercial) companies in the corporate sector to form an EU-wide (voluntary) movement, we can 

increase the scale, impact and synergies of actions taken by different levels of governance. Voluntary 

incentives for action are needed as the share of CO2 emissions from industry is expected to grow in 

relative terms compared to energy supply and road transport towards 2050. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Numerous companies are already taking steps to revisit their business models, decarbonise operations and 

embrace policies in line with the clean energy transition. This initiative would bring together leading 

companies to share practices and it would complement existing schemes that tackle energy transition from 

other perspectives. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 688 
=== R-E//7422 === 

Tabled by Renew Europe Group 

------------------------------- 
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SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 34 02 77 06 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

34 02 77 06 
2.0.PPPA 

    900 000 900 000 900 000 900 000 

Reserve         

Total      900 000 900 000 900 000 900 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Global strategy to make island territories more resilient to natural disasters related to the 

consequences of climate change 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The European island territories covered by Articles 174 and 349 TFEU have more than 10 million 

inhabitants in an area of 100 000 km², thus accounting for 3% of the population of the EU and 3.2% of 

its area. Europe's geographically dispersed island territories, which are either an integral part of the EU, 

as the outermost regions are, or are associated regions, as the OCTs are, are a major asset. 

Many instances in the more and less recent past demonstrate that, in the wake of extreme weather events, 

people are simply unable to cope. The same may be true of public authorities and businesses through lack 

of preparedness and any training in taking the decisions that need to be taken immediately in order to 

take a proactive, and not simply reactive, approach to the rebuilding process. A genuine strategy for 

rebuilding with a view to the territories' sustainability is now necessary in order to cope with the changes 

in climate variability and extremes in island territories. This is an opportunity for changing the paradigm: 

making those territories more resilient means factoring in the growing risks to islands - both natural 

factors, such as the increasing incidence of extreme events, and the anthropogenic pressures that 

aggravate them. 

This pilot project will promote a global and integrated approach based on the territories' shared 

understanding of the problems concerned, as well as awareness raising among - and capacity building for 

- the relevant local stakeholders. The aim is to enhance and preserve the islands' many human and 

territorial adavantages in an ecosystem-based approach. That includes safeguarding and enhancing what 

is exceptional biodiversity, land and marine natural resources that are conducive to the development of a 

circular economy, optimised transport and waste management for islands that are more or totally energy-

autonomous, and natural environments capable of providing solutions (NBS) and delivering ecosystemic 

services as part of efforts to combat climate change. 

To realise those objectives, under the pilot project there will first be an analysis of the impact of past 

events in a variety of territories; an integrated diagnosis will then be produced, and best practices will be 

determined in terms of preparedness for and responses to emergencies, but also with an analysis of all the 

challenges concerned, involving all stakeholders: governments, administrations, elected representatives, 

social partners, academics, scientists, civil society and the private sector. This capitalisation exercise 

should then focus on innovative and shared local governance arrangements for island territories as 

promoted by the Small Islands Organisation throughout the world. 

On pilot territories, island committees made up of all local stakeholders will be established so as to 

encourage the cobuilding of local strategies that are tailored as closely as possible to local needs and 

capacities. On the basis of available knowledge, local communities will develop tangible solutions tailored 

to their territories in order to better respond to the challenges of climate change, make them more 

resilient and initiate the transition to becoming territories of environmental excellence. 

This will be achieved in particular by pooling the tools available to the EU (e.g. Copernicus) and 

resources available locally (e.g. meteorological and seismological research centres, local urban planning, 

civil security and sustainable development managers, civil society, etc.). 
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Ultimately, and on the basis of feedback, a roadmap will be laid down that can be adapted to each EU 

island territory. The objective is to foster innovative and sustainable resilience by laying down investment 

priorities specific to island conditions so that funding, and European funding in particular, can be used 

as effectively as possible. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The fact that islands are exposed to natural disasters, as recently demonstrated when Hurricane Irma crossed 

Saint Martin, means that emergency preparedness solutions must emerge. 

Building an ecosystemic approach based on shared governance arrangements for island territories would 

make it possible both to prepare for future extreme weather events and to envision, in the context of 

reconstruction, a social, economic and environmental model that is innovative and more sustainable. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 161 
=== CULT/5909 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 09 02 77 08 — Preparatory action — Monitoring media pluralism in the digital era 

Amend figures as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 02 77 08 
3.0.PPPA 

p.m. 687 500 p.m. 687 500 1 000 000 62 500 1 000 000 750 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 687 500 p.m. 687 500 1 000 000 62 500 1 000 000 750 000 

Justification: 

[Existing PA] The Treaties establish obligations for the EU to guarantee the respect of Fundamental Rights, 

including freedom of expression and media pluralism. Proper assessment of the reality on the ground is 

needed. The Media Pluralism Monitor instrument provides a methodology to measure the risk for media 

pluralism, updated to consider the dynamics of online information. This existing PA enables the 

Commission to provide evidence to define actions to improve media pluralism within the EU. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 158 
=== CULT/5906 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 09 02 77 09 — Pilot project — A Europe-wide rapid response mechanism for violations of press and 

media freedom 

Amend figures and remarks as follows: 

  MFF  Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 
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Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 02 77 09 
3.0.PPPA 

p.m. 700 000 p.m. 700 000 2 000 000 300 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 700 000 p.m. 700 000 2 000 000 300 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Remarks: 

Amend text as follows: 

 With the deterioration of press and media freedom in EU Member States and candidate countries 

showing a worrying trend, this pan-European rapid response mechanism on violations of media freedom 

should provide concrete protection to journalists including fact-finding, advocacy, monitoring, informing 

the European public and awareness-raising.This appropriation is intended to cover commitments 

remaining to be settled from previous years under the pilot project. 

Delete following text: 

With the deterioration of press and media freedom in Member States and candidate countries, in what is a 

worrying trend, a Europe-wide rapid response mechanism for violations of media freedom will provide 

tangible protection for journalists and will extend to fact-finding, advocacy, monitoring, informing the 

European public and awareness raising. 

Amend text as follows: 

The right to freedom of expressionUnder the Charter of Fundamental Rights, everyone has the right to 

freedom of expression. Recent developments show that this value needs strong defenceto be strongly 

defended so as to protect democracy, strengthen public discourse and guarantee an enabling environment for 

investigative and independent journalists. Hence, it is crucial to set up a pan-European response 

mechanism onEurope-wide response mechanism for violations of press and media freedom. 

This mechanism willpilot project will enable the establishment of a Europe-wide rapid response mechanism 

to make violations visible andvisible, and to provide practical help to journalists under threat, in 

collaboration with European, regional and local stakeholders in the field of media freedom. The 

practicalPractical help must encompass tools to protect journalists under threat:threat, providing direct 

advice and legal support as well as offering shelter and assistance so that they can continue to pursue their 

profession. DelegatesRepresentatives will be sent to countries affected countries and advocacy will support 

fighting impunity.and anti-impunity action will be supported through advocacy. Monitoring of the situation 

will provides reliable and comprehensive information tofor the public as well as European authorities. This 

promotes awareness-raising and allows early warnings.warnings to be issued. Instruments will be adjusted 

according toto accommodate individual needs on a case-by-case basis. ThisThe unique toolkit contained 

informing part of the rapid response mechanism will prevent further violations and will improve press and 

media freedom.freedom, while also providing journalists under threat with advice, legal support and/or 

shelter. 

Delete following text: 

The pilot project will also operate as an early warning system for the European Parliament. 

Justification: 

The rise of fake news has sent a strong signal to traditional media around the world testifying to an 

unprecedented crisis faced by journalism in our democracies. Media self-regulation and bodies are crucial in 

promoting respect for ethical standards in the media, guaranteeing media accountability and restoring trust in 

the sector. The renewal of the project for another year will enable the promising work so far to continue. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 159 
=== CULT/5907 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 
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SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 09 02 77 10 — Preparatory action — Cross-border investigative journalism fund 

Amend figures as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 02 77 10 
3.0.PPPA 

p.m. 750 000 p.m. 750 000 1 500 000 750 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 750 000 p.m. 750 000 1 500 000 750 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Justification: 

The PA is aiming at continuing the work started by Investigative Journalism for Europe #IJ4EU to set up a 

series of European research grants for journalistic investigations with a cross-border dimension in view of 

a permanent budget line in the next MFF in line with the parliament resolution on the protection of 

investigative journalists in Europe. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 164 
=== CULT/5918 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 09 05 77 06 — Preparatory action — Media literacy for all 

Amend figures as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 06 
3.0.PPPA 

p.m. 500 000 p.m. 500 000 500 000  500 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 500 000 p.m. 500 000 500 000  500 000 500 000 

Justification: 

Third year of the preparatory action. Further budget support is needed in order to maximise the positive 

impact of the preparatory action with a view to achieve a higher level of societal and democratic benefits 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 165 
=== CULT/5919 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 09 05 77 08 — Preparatory action — Cinemas as innovation hubs for local communities 

Amend figures as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 08 
3.0.PPPA 

p.m. p.m. p.m. p.m. 2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. p.m. p.m. p.m. 2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 2 000 000 

Justification: 

Local cinemas bring communities together, enhance the local cultural life and have an important social 
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inclusion role. They bring learning opportunities and contribute to the local economy, being a vector for 

urban development. Despite their cultural, social, economic impact, investment in cinema theatres has been 

overlooked in many areas, especially in small towns and rural areas. This PA should empower cinemas to 

innovate, have a leaning role and bring a richer experience to audiences. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 445 
=== LIBE/5809 === 

Tabled by Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 09 05 77 10 — Pilot project — Supporting investigative journalism and media freedom in the EU 

Amend figures as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 10 
3.0.PPPA 

p.m. 637 500 p.m. 637 500 2 000 000 362 500 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 637 500 p.m. 637 500 2 000 000 362 500 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Justification: 

AM by Cristian Terheş for S&D 

Investigative journalists are extremely vulnerable professionals, with very limited resources. Two of them 

got killed in the EU only in the past 6 months. Their work is crucial in unvealing transborder money 

laundering and massive corruption. LuxLeaks, Panama Papers, Paradise Papers, the Azeri or the Russian 

Laundromats are examples of sensible investigations. For their activities to be sustainable, investigative 

journalists need protection, direct support and financial support. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 166 
=== CULT/5920 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 11 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 11 
3.0.PPPA 

    4 000 000 2 000 000 4 000 000 2 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      4 000 000 2 000 000 4 000 000 2 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — A European public sphere: a new online media offer for young Europeans. 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The project is about filing the gap in communicating Europe to young European generations, which 

results from the lack of truly transnational media public sphere, from the fact that classical media 

nowadays do not attract young Europeans as much as internet does and that national media do not 

communicate on pan-European topics in a positive or a uniting way. Therefore, the project aims at better 

portraying the sense of togetherness, which is at the heart of European identity and which is reflected in a 

common culture, similar lifestyle and shared values. 



 

 72 

The young European generations are consuming information and entertainment foremost online using 

new sources such as social media and content-sharing platforms. Therefore, Europe must be told newly 

where young Europeans get their information from: online. In order to enter into a dialogue about 

Europe via relevant themes and topics; in order to (re-) attract younger European citizens for European 

ideas and values; and in order to empower truly European citizens through current and future 

information and dialogue platforms, the pilot project will materialize a radically new approach of 

providing news and information to youngsters. 

The pilot project will be based on new concepts of editorial thinking, on a new multi-platform strategy and 

on a highly innovative and flexible technical infrastructure that allows fast adaptation, translation and 

conversion of content in many languages and formats across Europe. Thus, a resolutely innovative, 

digital product will be created that intentionally stands out from traditional media. 

The project aims at Europeans between 18 and 34 years of age and thus has an impact at a time of life 

when many young people are developing their political views and laying the foundations for their 

professional and private lives. The focus is on informative, thought-provoking, entertaining and emotive 

content. All content will be bundled on one specific online service. Furthermore, it will be made accessible 

on all different kinds of social media as well as other online gateways through which the target group can 

be reached. 

The content will deal with topics that are of current interest for young Europeans in the EU and will be 

put into context in order to make it compelling and appealing to the target group. The European 

perspective is created by comparing and contrasting regional experiences and points of view on matters of 

pan-European importance. Young Europeans share an interest in issues such as work, education, 

equality, love, culture and music. Nevertheless, there are significant differences between countries and 

between urban and rural areas. The aim is to address relevant topics of pan-European importance and at 

the same time give a forum to local perspectives, allowing young users to identify strongly with the 

content. 

Controversial opinions will provide an impetus for debate. On political issues, a personal approach makes 

it easier to understand the effects of institutional decisions. In this context, well-known influencers and 

local personalities from social networks will have their say in addition to actors from the political sphere 

in order to bridge the gap between European affairs and the every-day reality of users' lives. 

This ambitious pan-European and multilingual project will launch offline and online an open, true, deep 

and constructive debate about recent and future life in Europe among young Europeans using innovative 

formats on digital platforms, with the ultimate goal to create greater awareness about European visions 

and realities and greater engagement of Europeans towards European values and ideas and subsequently 

contribute to more active civil society. 

The project implementation will build on a strong partnership of independent and innovative media 

across Europe, including the start-up and creative sector. The project will also profit from substantial 

investments in research and innovation e.g. in automated translation in the media sector.  

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The project supports the goals of the New EU Youth Strategy and the New EU Agenda for Culture: bring the 

EU closer to youngsters; address issues of concern to them; encourage them to become active citizens; 

connect them across borders; fosters social cohesion through culture and creativity; foster innovation, jobs 
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and growth in local and regional IT and creative sectors. Furthermore, it goes in line with the 

Communication on strengthening European Identity through Education and Culture. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 137 
=== IMCO/6372 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 11 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 11 
3.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 800 000 1 000 000 800 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 800 000 1 000 000 800 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Support to increase cooperation among industry, NGOs and Member States' authorities 

for the swift removal of child sexual abuse material online 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The pilot project suggests grants from the European Commission to one or several Non Governmental 

Organisations in order to support initiatives with the aim of swift removal of child sexual abuse material 

(CSAM) on the internet. It is important to help organisations who already work with proactive measures 

to build platforms and umbrella organisations to cooperate across all Member States. If stakeholders 

receive more funds they will be able to cooperate more effectively to prevent spreading of this kind of 

material. This pilot project should support cooperation among actors in the provision of training of staff, 

development of digital and exchange information to detect and remove potential harmful material. As 

communication in this area needs to be safe and quick, such solutions should also be supported. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

CSAM is an increasing and cross border phenomenon. This content is very harmful; child sexual abuse is a 

serious crime with long lasting consequences on child development. It is important to act immediately and 

take down CSAM. One minute of such material online is one minute too much. The removal procedures 

however require human and technological capacities. Law enforcement authorities alone do not have enough 

resources and there is a lack of cooperation between actors. The aim of the PP is to facilitate such 

cooperation via training, technological development and information exchange 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 4011 
=== BUDG/4011 === 

Tabled by Laurence Farreng, Caterina Chinnici, Saskia Bricmont, Hilde Vautmans, Valérie Hayer, 

Committee on Budgets 
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------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 11 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 11 
3.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 800 000 1 000 000 800 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 800 000 1 000 000 800 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Support to increase cooperation among industry, NGOs and Member States' authorities 

for the swift removal of child sexual abuse material online 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The pilot project suggests grants from the European Commission to one or several Non Governmental 

Organisations in order to support initiatives with the aim of swift removal of child sexual abuse material 

(CSAM) on the internet. It is important to help organisaitons who already work with pro-active measures 

to build platforms and umbrella organisations to cooperate across all Member States. If stakeholders 

receive more funds they will be able to cooperate more effectively to prevent spreading of this kind of 

material. This pilot project should support cooperation among actors in the provision of training of staff, 

development of digital and exchange information to detect and remove potential harmful material. As 

communication in this area needs to be safe and quick, such solutions should also be supported. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

CSAM is an increasing and cross border phenomenon. This content is very harmful; child sexual abuse is a 

serious crime with long lasting consequences on child development. It is important to act immediately and 

take down CSAM. One minute of such material online is one minute too much. The removal procedures 

however require human and technological capacities. Law enforcement authorities alone do not have enough 

resources and there is a lack of cooperation between actors. The aim of the PP is to facilitate such 

cooperation via training, technological development and information exchange 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 287 
=== REGI/6253 === 

Tabled by Committee on Regional Development 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 11 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 11 
3.0.PPPA 

    500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 
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Heading: 

Preparatory action — Bottom-up Policy Development for Culture & Well-being in the EU 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

In 2018, the EU adopted the New European Agenda for Culture, further developing the scope of the 

"European Agenda for Culture in a Globalised World" (2007). The New Agenda reaffirms that the 

cultural and creative sectors strengthen European identity, have the power to improve lives, transform 

communities, generate jobs and growth, and create spillover effects in other sectors. More precisely, one 

of the three strategic objectives of the New Agenda is to harness the power of culture and cultural 

diversity for social cohesion and well-being, by promoting cultural participation, mobility of artists and 

protection of heritage. 

The document calls for Research on cultural crossovers to assess impacts in different fields including 

health and well-being. 

Access to culture and participation in cultural life promote individual empowerment, democratic 

consciousness and social cohesion through exchanges with other people and civic engagement. Changing 

user behaviour due to digitalisation, ageing and culturally diverse societies call for a better understanding 

of different audiences. A stronger orientation towards the interests and needs of specific groups, such as 

young people, older people, people with disabilities, people with a migrant background and people living 

in poverty or material deprivation, is necessary. Digital technologies are an asset for audience 

development and innovative methods of participation. Cross-sectoral cooperation with other areas, such 

as education, social care, healthcare, science and technology, and regional and urban development, has a 

significant effect on cohesion and well-being. Special attention should be paid to the role of culture at 

local level, to the quality of architecture and the living environment and to culture-led social innovations 

contributing to the development of cities and regions across the EU. 

Targeted outputs: The exchange of experience and success stories will help to identify best practices. 

Synergies could be established with the Structural Funds, the Urban Agenda for the EU and its new 

Partnership on Culture and Cultural Heritage as well as with the UN Agenda 2030 and the OECD project 

on culture-led regional productivity and well-being. 

The proposed pilot project aims to support 

1. research on culture and well-being; 

2. trans-sectorial and trans-European cooperation with the aim to generate knowledge, pilot projects and 

policy guidelines on how to enhance well-being through culture – the European Culture and Well-being 

Think Tank; 

3. experimental work on the ground in pilot cities across Europe on methods, actions and measures to 

enhance the well-being of individuals and communities (quality of built environments, quality of spaces 

for social interaction, quality of services for specific groups like school pupils, children, elderly, special 

needs groups, etc.); 

4. development of action and policy guidelines for cities, institutions, cultural actors on the effective use 

of culture for well-being; 

5. sharing of knowledge, increasing awareness and capacity of key players to use culture for well-being – 

local workshops in various cities in Europe and a large scale Culture and Well-Being Forum. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 
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general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Access to culture and participation in cultural life promote individual empowerment, democratic 

consciousness and social cohesion through exchanges with other people and civic engagement. Changing 

user behaviour due to digitalisation, ageing and culturally diverse societies call for a better understanding of 

different audiences. A stronger orientation towards the interests and needs of specific groups, such as young 

people, older people, people with disabilities, people with a migrant background and people living in poverty 

or material deprivation. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 167 
=== CULT/5921 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 12 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 12 
3.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Developing a Strategic Research, Innovation and Implementation Agenda as well as 

Roadmap for Achieving Full Digital Language Equality in Europe by 2030 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The EU has 24 official Member State languages. In addition, there are unofficial regional languages as 

well as minority languages, languages of immigrants and important trade partners. Several studies have 

found a striking imbalance in terms of digital Language Technologies. Only very few languages, such as 

English, French and Spanish, are supported well technologically, while more than 20 languages are in 

danger of digital extinction. The recent study ‘Language equality in the digital age’, commissioned by the 

EP’s STOA panel, makes 11 general recommendations how to address this growing threat. It was 

followed up by the EP Resolution P8_TA-PROV(2018)0332, also called ‘Language equality in the digital 

age’ (a joint CULT/ITRE report), which was adopted by the EP with 592 votes in favour. The resolution 

provides 45 general recommendations, several of which follow the STOA study. 

Technology-enabled multilingualism is missing one crucial and mission-critical piece – a strategic 

research and implementation agenda. The objective of this pilot project is to develop an agenda and a 

roadmap for achieving full digital language equality in Europe by 2030. In close collaboration with the 

European Institutions, the project will assemble all stakeholders (including industry, research, 

innovation, national innovation, national and international public administrations, associations), it will 

initiate a structured dialogue and public consultations, it will organise brainstorming sessions and 

conferences throughout Europe, it will pull together all initiatives that are currently operating in an 

isolated and fragmented way in order to produce a sustainable and interwoven strategy for human 

language technologies in Europe in all relevant sectors and areas of life: trade, education, health, 

tourism, culture and governance among others. This will also include an investigation of the impact of AI 

technologies on the linguistic landscape in Europe including the ever increasing brain drain of young 

talent to other continents. 
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Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Technology-enabled multilingualism is missing one crucial and mission-critical piece – a strategic research 

and implementation agenda. The objective of this pilot project is to develop an agenda and a roadmap for 

achieving full digital language equality in Europe by 2030. The project will pull together all initiatives that 

are currently operating in an isolated and fragmented way in order to produce a sustainable and interwoven 

strategy for human language technologies in Europe in all relevant sectors and areas of life. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 829 
=== S&D//7319 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 14 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 14 
3.0.PPPA 

    4 000 000 2 000 000 4 000 000 2 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      4 000 000 2 000 000 4 000 000 2 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — A European public sphere: a new online media offer for young Europeans. 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

The project is about filing the gap in communicating Europe to young European generations, which 

results from the lack of truly transnational media public sphere, from the fact that classical media 

nowadays do not attract young Europeans as much as internet does and that national media do not 

communicate on pan-European topics in a positive or a uniting way. Therefore, the project aims at better 

portraying the sense of togetherness, which is at the heart of European identity and which is reflected in a 

common culture, similar lifestyle and shared values. 

The young European generations are consuming information and entertainment foremost online using 

new sources such as social media and content-sharing platforms. Therefore, Europe must be told newly 

where young Europeans get their information from: online. In order to enter into a dialogue about 

Europe via relevant themes and topics; in order to (re-) attract younger European citizens for European 

ideas and values; and in order to empower truly European citizens through current and future 

information and dialogue platforms, the pilot project will materialize a radically new approach of 

providing news and information to youngsters. 

The pilot project will be based on new concepts of editorial thinking, on a new multi-platform strategy and 

on a highly innovative and flexible technical infrastructure that allows fast adaptation, translation and 

conversion of content in many languages and formats across Europe. Thus, a resolutely innovative, 
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digital product will be created that intentionally stands out from traditional media. 

The project aims at Europeans between 18 and 34 years of age and thus has an impact at a time of life 

when many young people are developing their political views and laying the foundations for their 

professional and private lives. The focus is on informative, thought-provoking, entertaining and emotive 

content. All content will be bundled on one specific online service. Furthermore, it will be made accessible 

on all different kinds of social media as well as other online gateways through which the target group can 

be reached. 

The content will deal with topics that are of current interest for young Europeans in the EU and will be 

put into context in order to make it compelling and appealing to the target group. The European 

perspective is created by comparing and contrasting regional experiences and points of view on matters of 

pan-European importance. Young Europeans share an interest in issues such as work, education, 

equality, love, culture and music. Nevertheless, there are significant differences between countries and 

between urban and rural areas. The aim is to address relevant topics of pan-European importance and at 

the same time give a forum to local perspectives, allowing young users to identify strongly with the 

content. 

Controversial opinions will provide an impetus for debate. On political issues, a personal approach makes 

it easier to understand the effects of institutional decisions. In this context, well-known influencers and 

local personalities from social networks will have their say in addition to actors from the political sphere 

in order to bridge the gap between European affairs and the every-day reality of users' lives. 

This ambitious pan-European and multilingual project will launch offline and online an open, true, deep 

and constructive debate about recent and future life in Europe among young Europeans using innovative 

formats on digital platforms, with the ultimate goal to create greater awareness about European visions 

and realities and greater engagement of Europeans towards European values and ideas and subsequently 

contribute to more active civil society. 

The project implementation will build on a strong partnership of independent and innovative media 

across Europe, including the start-up and creative sector. The project will also profit from substantial 

investments in research and innovation e.g. in automated translation in the media sector. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The project supports the goals of the New EU Youth Strategy and the New EU Agenda for Culture: bring the 

EU closer to youngsters; address issues of concern to them; encourage them to become active citizens; 

connect them across borders; fosters social cohesion through culture and creativity; foster innovation, jobs 

and growth in local and regional IT and creative sectors. Furthermore, it goes in line with the 

Communication on strengthening European Identity through Education and Culture. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 168 
=== CULT/5924 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 
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SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 15 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 15 
3.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Support for independent traditional media to transition to digital platforms 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Through the rapid development of new information technologies the traditional independent media have 

been experiencing major challenges. The shift towards the digital media has had its impact on both 

content of the traditional media as well as its consumers which are decreasing. Advertising, too, is 

concentrating primarily on the Internet with US-based ICT companies such as Google and Facebook 

being prime beneficiaries. 

Because of the above, media diversity, plurality and quality of content have been impacted. The increase 

of power by the US-based tech companies and their role as media distributors undermines promotion of 

linguistic diversity in digital space. The younger demographic are using digital media as either their only 

or prime source of news. Survival of true independent local media, especially print media, are particularly 

endangered due to lack of advertising income. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

To adapt to the new challenges and opportunities offered by the digital era, traditional media needs support 

for: 

- ICT solutions to establish a digital platform as an extension to their existing formats; 

- Creation of quality digital media content, especially one aimed at the younger demographic, including co-

productions by different media organisations and between Member States; 

- Audience development and tools to engage audiences in the content development; 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 840 
=== S&D//7330 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 16 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 16 3.0.PPPA     500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 
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 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 500 000 500 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Bottom-up Policy Development for Culture & Well-being in the EU 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

In 2018, the EU adopted the New European Agenda for Culture, further developing the scope of the 

"European Agenda for Culture in a Globalised World" (2007). The New Agenda reaffirms that the 

cultural and creative sectors strengthen European identity, have the power to improve lives, transform 

communities, generate jobs and growth, and create spillover effects in other sectors. More precisely, one 

of the three strategic objectives of the New Agenda is to harness the power of culture and cultural 

diversity for social cohesion and well-being, by promoting cultural participation, mobility of artists and 

protection of heritage. 

The document calls for Research on cultural crossovers to assess impacts in different fields including 

health and well-being. 

Access to culture and participation in cultural life promote individual empowerment, democratic 

consciousness and social cohesion through exchanges with other people and civic engagement. Changing 

user behaviour due to digitalisation, ageing and culturally diverse societies call for a better understanding 

of different audiences. A stronger orientation towards the interests and needs of specific groups, such as 

young people, older people, people with disabilities, people with a migrant background and people living 

in poverty or material deprivation, is necessary. Digital technologies are an asset for audience 

development and innovative methods of participation. Cross-sectoral cooperation with other areas, such 

as education, social care, healthcare, science and technology, and regional and urban development, has a 

significant effect on cohesion and well-being. Special attention should be paid to the role of culture at 

local level, to the quality of architecture and the living environment and to culture-led social innovations 

contributing to the development of cities and regions across the EU. 

Targeted outputs: The exchange of experience and success stories will help to identify best practices. 

Synergies could be established with the Structural Funds, the Urban Agenda for the EU and its new 

Partnership on Culture and Cultural Heritage as well as with the UN Agenda 2030 and the OECD project 

on culture-led regional productivity and well-being. 

The proposed pilot project aims to support 

1. research on culture and well-being; 

2. trans-sectorial and trans-European cooperation with the aim to generate knowledge, pilot projects and 

policy guidelines on how to enhance well-being through culture – the European Culture and Well-being 

Think Tank; 

3. experimental work on the ground in pilot cities across Europe on methods, actions and measures to 

enhance the well-being of individuals and communities (quality of built environments, quality of spaces 

for social interaction, quality of services for specific groups like school pupils, children, elderly, special 

needs groups, etc.); 

4. development of action and policy guidelines for cities, institutions, cultural actors on the effective use 

of culture for well-being; 

5. sharing of knowledge, increasing awareness and capacity of key players to use culture for well-being – 

local workshops in various cities in Europe and a large scale Culture and Well-Being Forum. 
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Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Access to culture and participation in cultural life promote individual empowerment, democratic 

consciousness and social cohesion through exchanges with other people and civic engagement. Changing 

user behaviour due to digitalisation, ageing and culturally diverse societies call for a better understanding of 

different audiences. A stronger orientation towards the interests and needs of specific groups, such as young 

people, older people, people with disabilities, people with a migrant background and people living in poverty 

or material deprivation. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 845 
=== S&D//7335 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 18 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 18 
3.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Developing a Strategic Research, Innovation and Implementation Agenda as well as 

Roadmap for Achieving Full Digital Language Equality in Europe by 2030 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The EU has 24 official Member State languages. In addition, there are unofficial regional languages as 

well as minority languages, languages of immigrants and important trade partners. Several studies have 

found a striking imbalance in terms of digital Language Technologies. Only very few languages, such as 

English, French and Spanish, are supported well technologically, while more than 20 languages are in 

danger of digital extinction. The recent study ‘Language equality in the digital age’, commissioned by the 

EP’s STOA panel, makes 11 general recommendations how to address this growing threat. It was 

followed up by the EP Resolution P8_TA-PROV(2018)0332, also called ‘Language equality in the digital 

age’ (a joint CULT/ITRE report), which was adopted by the EP with 592 votes in favour. The resolution 

provides 45 general recommendations, several of which follow the STOA study. 

Technology-enabled multilingualism is missing one crucial and mission-critical piece – a strategic 

research and implementation agenda. The objective of this pilot project is to develop an agenda and a 

roadmap for achieving full digital language equality in Europe by 2030. In close collaboration with the 

European Institutions, the project will assemble all stakeholders (including industry, research, 
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innovation, national innovation, national and international public administrations, associations), it will 

initiate a structured dialogue and public consultations, it will organise brainstorming sessions and 

conferences throughout Europe, it will pull together all initiatives that are currently operating in an 

isolated and fragmented way in order to produce a sustainable and interwoven strategy for human 

language technologies in Europe in all relevant sectors and areas of life: trade, education, health, 

tourism, culture and governance among others. This will also include an investigation of the impact of AI 

technologies on the linguistic landscape in Europe including the ever increasing brain drain of young 

talent to other continents. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Technology-enabled multilingualism is missing one crucial and mission-critical piece – a strategic research 

and implementation agenda. The objective of this pilot project is to develop an agenda and a roadmap for 

achieving full digital language equality in Europe by 2030. The project will pull together all initiatives that 

are currently operating in an isolated and fragmented way in order to produce a sustainable and interwoven 

strategy for human language technologies in Europe in all relevant sectors and areas of life. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 825 
=== S&D//7315 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 09 05 77 20 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

09 05 77 20 
3.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Supporting investigative journalism and media freedom in the EU 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This Pilot Project covers two distinct objectives: 

- financial support to investigative journalism 

- direct support of investigative journalism and protection of the journalists exposed  

1) The first objective of this pilot projecs aims at creating a permanent and dedicated fund for supporting 

independent investigative journalists. The goal is to provide financial resources to help journalist face 

potential legal proceedings, cooperate cross-border and to ensure their financial independence. 

Quality investigative journalism requires proper tools and resources in order to continue to reveal 

wrongdoing throughout the Union and beyond its borders. That´s why a EU financial instrument for 

supporting this type of projects is of outmost importance and its direct beneficiaries are the European 
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citizens. A dedicated EU financial instrument would be created to the benefit of legal entities 

(professional organizations and associations, consortiums, editors, publishers), without precluding 

individuals such as freelancers from applying to grants (provided that they meet adequate criteria that will 

have to be studied as part the project). This funding scheme should be managed by an independent 

Intermediary Organization (no national links). Asessment of applications for funding should be made by 

a joint team composed of members of the EC, investigative journalists and other relevant experts . 

Here are a few examples of projects that could be supported. 

(a) documenting and investigating the use of European funds  

(b) mapping of organised crime entities in one/several EU countries (eligible expenses could include 

training and tools such as software needed for aggregating data for public interest or experts´ input, or 

any other expenses contributing to the development of investigative capabilities). 

(c) covering expenses related to production of expensive documents required to support an investigation ( 

in Romania, full release of land register documents costs up to EUR 800 - EUR 20 per sheet. In the UK, 

one can pay up to GBP 9 per sheet; in Malta, EUR 5 per sheet) 

(d) subscription to software programmes correlating data and databases (that can cost up EUR 10 000).  

(e) television related investigative projects (in certain countries from Central and Eastern Europe, 

freedom of TV media has been under constant threat since most TV stations are under ownership and/or 

influence of media oligarchs. Relevant studies in this field have been published by organisations such as 

the Centre for Media Transparency).  

(f) Judicial costs related to a past or ongoing investigation if there are clear links established with 

investigation/work. (In this specific case, the fund could only be used for payment of a bail and/or cost to 

pay one's legal fees but not fees related to a financial compensation requested in a judgment).  

2) The second objective of this pilot project is to set up a pan-European rapid response mechanism in 

direct support to investigative journalists with the aim to strengthen press and media freedom in EU 

member states and candidate countries. The purpose of this mechanism will be to make freedom of press 

violations more visible as well as to protect exposed journalists. It will involve all stake holders needed to 

counteract threats to press- and media freedom. It will be flexible enough to adjust to rapidly changing 

needs. The scope of activities includes advocacy, fact finding missions, monitoring to inform the 

European public and to raise its awareness. It will provide direct support to journalists under threat in 

direct collaboration with European, regional and local stakeholders in the field of media freedom. This 

includes delivering direct advice and legal support as well as offering shelter and assistance so they can 

continue their profession. Delegates shall be sent to affected countries and advocacy shall support 

fighting impunity. Monitoring shall provide reliable and comprehensive information to the public as well 

as to European authorities while raising overall awareness and trigering early warnings. Instruments 

shall be adjusted according to individual needs on a case-by-case basis. This toolkit will prevent violations 

and will improve press- and media freedom. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Investigative journalists are extremely vulnerable professionals, with very limited resources. Two of them 

got killed in the EU only in the past 6 months. Their work is crucial in unvealing transborder money 

laundering and massive corruption. LuxLeaks, Panama Papers, Paradise Papers, the Azeri or the Russian 

Laundromats are examples of sensible investigations. For their activities to be sustainable, investigative 



 

 84 

journalists need protection, direct support and financial support.  

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 183 
=== CULT/5961 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 15 04 77 17 — Preparatory action — European Houses of Culture 

Amend figures as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

15 04 77 17 
3.0.PPPA 

p.m. 187 500 p.m. 187 500 750 000 562 500 750 000 750 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 187 500 p.m. 187 500 750 000 562 500 750 000 750 000 

Justification: 

The concept of European Houses of Culture as tool for enhanced EU cooperation in the area of external 

cultural relations is actively discussed as one of the elements for the EU's international cultural relations. 

Nevertheless, the role, function and specific objectives of these institutions remain unclear and the potentials 

of such institutions with regards to achieving a greater EU visibility in the partnership country, achieving 

economies of scale amongst EU Member States. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 185 
=== CULT/5963 === 

Tabled by Committee on Culture and Education 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 15 04 77 20 — Pilot project — Jewish Digital Cultural Recovery Project 

Amend figures as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

15 04 77 20 
3.0.PPPA 

p.m. 122 500 p.m. 122 500 490 000 367 500 490 000 490 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 122 500 p.m. 122 500 490 000 367 500 490 000 490 000 

Justification: 

The project aims at testing the development of a comprehensive object-level database of relevant archival 

material of Jewish-owned cultural assets plundered by the Nazis. There is an undisputable need for a better 

understanding of the fate of looted art: the circumstances and cultural ramifications of pan-European 

robbery. The project will provide assistance to victims, museums, and the art market through a database 

which could ultimately lead to a EU-wide overview of looted artworks, facilitate research and help to protect 

European cultural heritage. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 252 
=== AFCO/6426 === 

Tabled by Committee on Constitutional Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 
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Add: 16 03 77 77 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

16 03 77 77 
3.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 750 000 1 000 000 750 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 750 000 1 000 000 750 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Citizens' Agora 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The Agora would serve as permanent forum for citizens discussing European topics, ideas in order to 

achieve a better and even a common understanding of contemporary European level problems, issues, 

solutions. The Agora would be a forum, which could literally bring citizens closer to the EU, given that it 

would take place 4 times a year, in Brussels at the premises of the European Parliament, hosted by EP. 

Participants would be Citizens of the EU, not necessarily representatives of civil society, and they would 

be selected from Member States through a fair distribution of quota. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Having regard to the ongoing Future of Europe debate-series and having regard to Article 11 TEU, this pilot 

project intends to revive an institution, the Citizens’ Agora. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 142 
=== FEMM/6205 === 

Tabled by Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 03 77 30 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 03 77 30 
3.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory Action — Maternal, Newborn and Child Health Observatory 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The main objective of the European Maternal, Newborn and Child Health Observatory is to promote 

respect for women's rights during pregnancy and childbirth and for the rights of children. 

The Observatory will play a key role in promoting compliance by Member States with UN Sustainable 



 

 86 

Development Goals. 

Maternal, newborn and child health are affected by multiple, correlated and integrated factors and the 

Observatory accordingly operates in different areas, such as antenatal and postnatal care and 

intrapartum (including monitoring of obstetric violence), neonatal care, infant and child nutrition, 

vaccination, physical activity and screen exposure in childhood. 

The European Maternal, Newborn and Child Health Observatory supports and promotes not only 

evidence-based public health policy making through a rigorous and comprehensive analysis of the 

workings of the Member States' health systems, laws and policies, but also compliance by each Member 

State in its practices and policies with the recommendations of the World Health Organisation - 

specifically with regard to antenatal, perinatal and postnatal care, infant and child nutrition and 

childhood patterns of physical and sedentary activity. 

In addition, the Observatory will encourage research in the above areas; it will promote public debate, the 

organisation of summits and exchanges of good practice between legislators, researchers and 

practitioners from different Member States. 

The Observatory collaborates directly with legislators and experts and works in partnership with research 

centres, governments and local, regional, national and international organisations. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Poorer women have less assured access to antenatal and postnatal care, resulting in dual discrimination and 

inequality when it comes to women and children. 

In addition, women's perception, expectations and experience of healthcare discrimination can adversely 

affect the maternal care they give to their children and the effects of this may last for generations. 

Improving children's health and well-being is crucial to achieving UN SDGs. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1058 
=== GUE//8214 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 03 77 30 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 03 77 30 
3.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project —Access to innovative medicines  

Remarks: 

Add following text: 
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The purpose of the pilot project is to: 

1. Identify the situation in the Member States regarding access to innovative medicines; 

2. Promote dialogue between stakeholders through the creation of multidisciplinary groups to analyse 

situations and needs at the level of individual Member States; 

3. Propose guidelines at EU level to facilitate rapid patient access to safe, innovative and affordable 

resources, reducing existing inequalities of access; 

4. Find areas where cooperation can be improved in the field of research and development at European 

level. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The sick face considerable inequalities with regard to access to certain treatments, particularly innovative 

medicines, in the Member States. This situation is compounded by restrictions in a number of Member 

States with regard to reimbursement. The purpose of this pilot project is to study the real situation and help 

propose policies with regard to access to medicines. The call for action in the Council conclusions of 17 June 

2016 on strengthening the balance in the pharmaceutical system in the EU and its Member States must be 

taken into account in the project design. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 1059 
=== GUE//8215 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 03 77 30 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 03 77 30 
3.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project – Health literacy for all 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

It should help to provide citizens with knowledge, attitudes and values that help them to make conscious 

choices and to take appropriate decisions for their health and their physical, social and mental well-being 

and the health of those around them. Guidelines and support tools should, therefore, be developed for 

health education in contexts such as school, work and community organisations, among others, and be 

prepared by educational, professional and charitable organisations that support children, young people 

and adults. 

Guidelines should be developed to help in the definition of health education policies and to ensure that 
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they are adapted to and in line with the WHO and Council of Europe guidelines in the field of health 

education. 

Another objective of this pilot project will be to support programmes that contribute to: 

promoting attitudes and values that support healthy behaviours, 

valuing behaviours that lead to healthy lifestyles, 

achieving universal access to health education, 

providing quality education for health. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Health education should be a targeted process that uses strategies to help individuals and communities to 

adopt or modify behaviours, giving them a better level of health. In 1984, the WHO Regional Committee for 

Europe approved the regional 'Health for All' objectives, which should serve as a basis for the Member 

States' health policies. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 995 
=== GUE//8116 === 

Tabled by Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 03 77 30 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 03 77 30 
3.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot Project - Primary Peer-to-Peer Prevention of Drug Use and Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

In recent years, the diversification of drug use (with increasing consumption of cocaine or synthetic 

products) has added to the complexity of a problem that European countries were previously on the way to 

resolving. Matters have been been further complicated disinvestment in measures to combat drug use, 

making it harder for institutions to adapt to new substances and forms of consumption, while access to 

substances (e.g. by online purchase) is being facilitated. This has led to growing consumption with an 

increased impact on public health, especially among young people. 

At the same time, we are seeing a relative increase in sexually transmitted diseases (STD), also among 

young people. 

These numbers justify increased investment in medication and measures to combat STD , using tried and 
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tested methods such as primary peer-to-peer prevention. 

This method facilitates a direct and empathic approach in a language readily comprehensible to the 

intended beneficiaries. In communicating with young people, this is particularly effective, making it 

simpler to address what are, in the case of this PP, very personal issues, where the generational approach 

will facilitate communication. 

This PP will help to build up a set of instruments with scientific information on drugs and STDs 

(coordinated by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control and the European Monitoring 

Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction) and the compilation of case studies (by Member State at least ) 

involving national agencies, municipalities, schools and youth organisations. This pilot project should 

lead to measures enabling Member States to develop national programmes for primary peer-to-peer 

prevention of drug use and sexually transmitted diseases. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The increased use of drugs and the high incidence of sexually transmitted diseases, especially among young 

people - the result of disinvestment in public health policies, particularly in these specific areas - necessitates 

an active response. Primary prevention through peer-to-peer action has already proven to be an effective and 

efficient way of addressing these and other issues. It is therefore necessary to focus more closely on this 

approach. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 107 
=== ITRE/5171 === 

Tabled by Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 03 77 30 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 03 77 30 
3.0.PPPA 

    1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 500 000 1 000 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Develop Artificial intelligence for diagnosis and treatment of paediatric cancer 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Paediatric cancers are a collection of diverse rare diseases that together represent individually life-

threatening diseases and collectively a major public health issue. With 35,000 new cases and more than 

6,000 children and young people dying each year in Europe, paediatric cancer remains the leading cause 

of death from disease for children and adolescents. Moreover, there are more than 300,000 European 

childhood cancer survivors (nearly half a million by 2020). Two-thirds of survivors live with the long-term 

treatment-related side effects that can be severe and impact on the daily life of half of those affected. 



 

 90 

The effective implementation of machine-learning and Artificial Intelligence technologies can bring 

solutions to many societal challenges, including improved diagnostic and treatment pathways. Integrated 

healthcare and research data platforms that collate information on clinical phenotypes, diagnostic tests 

(including pathology, genomics, radiological imaging), treatment interventions and clinical outcomes will 

be powerful tools towards early and accurate diagnoses, enable precision in stratification of patient 

cohorts according to therapeutic needs and facilitate development of new therapeutic innovation. 

The particularity of paediatric cancers being rare diseases necessitates a collaborative approach to collate 

and integrate the data collected in all Member States, including best practices and new technologies in 

order to further develop common solutions. The use of big data for better insights in cancer genesis, 

outcomes and the long-term side effects of treatments is currently under-developed. Artificial intelligence 

and machine learning are future tools to digest complex data sets and foster precision cancer medicine 

for all young people in Europe.  

Further advances in the diagnosis and treatment of paediatric oncology will require multi-national, multi-

disciplinary integrated healthcare and research data platforms that will allow real world data simulations 

of machine-learning algorithms and artificial intelligence that can be exploited in data-driven clinical 

decision support applications that directly benefit patients.  

The proposed project should support research in Artificial intelligence technologies with precise 

application for diagnosis and treatment of paediatric cancers. 

The project should follow a two-stage approach:  

1. Development of multi-national approaches to facilitate capture of data from multiple sources. Building 

on existing multi-disciplinary platforms/ datasets, develop integrated healthcare and research data 

platforms that collate clinical data, including, for example, clinical history, relevant diagnostic tests 

(pathology, genomics, radiological imaging), treatment interventions and clinical outcomes for childhood 

cancers, connecting all relevant stakeholders from paediatric oncology and technology developers. 

2. Development of applications of Artificial Intelligence technologies to improve disease diagnosis, 

management, and the development of effective therapies: Utilising integrated healthcare and research 

data platforms to develop clinically relevant Machine-Learning and Artificial Intelligence technology 

applications. The Project could focus on one or more applications including in radiological imaging, 

digital pathology, integrated genotyping and outcome prediction algorithms and clinical decision making. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The particularity of paediatric cancers being rare diseases necessitates a collaborative approach to collate and 

integrate the data collected in all Member States, including best practices and new technologies in order to 

further develop common solutions. Artificial intelligence and machine learning are future tools to digest 

complex data sets and foster precision cancer medicine for all young people in Europe. Development of 

applications of Artificial Intelligence technologies will improve disease diagnosis, management, and the 

development of effective therapies. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 143 
=== FEMM/6206 === 

Tabled by Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality 
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------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 03 77 31 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 03 77 31 
3.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 000 000 2 000 000 1 000 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory Action - EU Breastfeeding Programme 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The EU Breastfeeding Programme will help Member States wishing to participate to develop a 

comprehensive national policy based on the Global Strategy for Infant and Young Child Feeding Feeding 

Strategy and combine it with national health policies and plans, with a specific focus on socially 

disadvantaged groups and children. 

The EU Breastfeeding Programme is in line with the priorities of the 2015-2020 WHO European Food 

Action Plan, seeking to improve and increase breastfeeding (initiation, exclusivity, continuity and 

duration) throughout the Member States. In order to achieve them effectively, a series of multifaceted, 

correlated and integrated actions is required. To this end, the programme will operate in different 

directions: 

1. Statistics 

(i) seeking the definition of a national system for monitoring breastfeeding rates (based on standard and 

universally accepted definitions and methods) as well as maternal age, education level and social and 

economic status. 

2. Communication for social and behavioural change 

(i) supporting the development of national breastfeeding advocacy campaigns targeted at the general 

public, both in the media and on social networks; 

(ii) collaborating closely with the media to promote and support breastfeeding, ensuring that it is 

presented and portrayed as normal and desirable; 

(iii) supporting the production of high quality material for distribution to practitioners and maternity and 

paediatric care users; 

(iv) promoting public debate on infant and child nutrition. 

3. Training for all health workers 

(i) supporting the competent authorities and institutions of the Member States with a view to the 

promotion or revision of the following where they exist: 

- a minimum standard for graduate and postgraduate curricula and breastfeeding and lactation 

management skills for pharmacists and other practitioners; 

- manuals and training materials complying with the latest specifications; 

- the use of training materials as part of ongoing interdisciplinary training based on WHO/UNICEF 

recommendations and not influenced by the interests of manufacturers and distributors, in particular 

breast-milk substitute producers and/or manufacturers. 

4. Research 
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(i) promoting and supporting breastfeeding research based on an agreed agenda and priorities, using 

accepted definitions of breastfeeding, and free from competitive or commercial interests; 

(ii) supporting and facilitating intensive exchanges of knowledge between research centres in the Member 

States; 

(iii) promoting exchanges of best practice between the health authorities and institutions of the Member 

States. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Over a decade after the launch of the action plan for promoting, protecting and supporting breastfeeding in 

Europe and the 2005 Innocenti Declaration, there are still insufficient programmes and policies to guarantee 

and promote best feeding practices and ensure the best start in life for children in all EU Member States. 

Concerted and coordinated actions are the most effective way to achieve this. For this reason, the EU 

breastfeeding programme is not just desirable but actually necessary. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 849 
=== S&D//7339 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 03 77 31 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 03 77 31 
3.0.PPPA 

    1 500 000 750 000 1 500 000 750 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 500 000 750 000 1 500 000 750 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Natural sugar replacements in food products 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

The amount of free sugars consumed in Europe exceeds levels recommended by the World Health 

Organization (WHO). A significant proportion of free sugars in the diet comes from manufactured foods, 

such as confectionery, baked goods, breakfast cereals and sugary drinks. Excess sugar intake increases 

the risk of weight gain and diet-related noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) and is one of the major 

challenges in Europe in relation to the promotion of healthy diets. Yet the high free sugars content of 

certain manufactured products and the significant variation in composition, within product categories 

and between countries, indicate that there is significant scope to reduce the amount of sugar added to 

manufactured foods. 

The non-caloric sweeteners can be natural sweeteners and artificial sweeteners. But there are many 

assesments and studies assesing why the artificial sweeteners are worse than sugar. This is why the sugar 
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could be replaced in the food products with natural non-caloric sweeteners. 

The natural non-caloric sweeteners offer sweetness but they provide no bulk to food and drinks.  

This is why they have to be combined with some bulk replacements: polyols, fibers etc.  

The bulk replacements contain no or fewer calories than sugar and also have a lower sweetness index. 

They can be used to replace sucrose in foods, while retaining bulk. The bulk replacements have their own 

limitation in use because, for example, the polyols have side effects and this is why they have been limited 

at certain maximum levels that don’t allow a full replacement of sugar as bulk. 

This is why there is necessary to be done an extensive and intensive research to ease the sugar and 

addiacent bulk replacement in food. 

The project should have a two-stage approach:  

1. The research and the development of the best methods to replace the sugar and addiacent bulk in food 

(different methods for different applications) and 

2. The development and acquisition of equipment that will allow the production of those food products. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The sugar consumption generates multiple health issues. Due to intense efforts to raise awareness of the 

danger of using sugar, people want to replace it but have very few healthy alternatives on the market. The 

reason is the very great effort necessary in order to replace the sugar in food. This is why there is necessary 

to be done an extensive and intensive research to ease the sugar and addiacent bulk replacement in food. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 144 
=== FEMM/6207 === 

Tabled by Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 03 77 32 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 03 77 32 
3.0.PPPA 

    1 500 000 500 000 1 500 000 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 500 000 500 000 1 500 000 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Establishing a European Platform for Endometriosis Awareness 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Endometriosis is a gynecological chronic disease affecting about 1 in 10 women and girls of reproductive 

age across all countries and socio-economic groups. Often painful and potentially debilitating, symptoms 

include painful periods, chronic pelvic pain, discomfort/pain during sexual intercourse and bowel 
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movement, and even infertility. Endometriosis affects negatively all aspects of women s daily lives 

including their physical and emotional wellbeing and work productivity and social lives. In fact, it often 

takes up to 10 years for endometriosis to be diagnosed. Coupled with the trivialisation of menstrual pain, 

the stigma surrounding menstrual issues, endometriosis is under-researched and under-diagnosed with a 

significant lack of awareness among women themselves, healthcare professionals and wider society.  

This pilot project aims to create a European Platform for Endometriosis Awareness to bring together 

relevant authorities and actors at European and national level in order to address the above issues 

effectively.  

In particular, the Platform should have, inter alia, the following objectives: 

 a coordinated campaign at European level to increase awareness of endometriosis, its symptoms, effects 

and treatment options 

 facilitation of workshop(s) between healthcare providers and relevant representative organisations to 

address information gaps and issues faced by women with endometriosis such as diagnosis delay, clinical 

gender bias, infertility, psychological support and related quality of life issues 

 regular exchanges of information and best practice among national authorities, medical professionals 

and civil society organisations 

 develop knowledge and evidence 

 drive change at the national level regarding necessary investment for research including causal research, 

access to care, sick leave arrangements etc. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

EP resolution 2016/2096(INI) called on the Commission & Member States ‘to promote information, 

prevention and awareness-raising campaigns on endometriosis, and provide means for the training of 

specialised health professionals’. A European Platform would bring together the EU, national governments, 

relevant EU and national civil society organisations and medical professionals to stimulate cooperation & 

exchange best practices, to raise awareness & drive change at the national level & help to end the stigma 

around menstrual issues.  

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 850 
=== S&D//7340 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 17 03 77 33 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

17 03 77 33 
3.0.PPPA 

    500 000 350 000 500 000 350 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 350 000 500 000 350 000 

Heading: 
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Pilot project — The use of Galileo and EGNOS to lower cardiac arrest-related deaths 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Sudden cardiac arrests account for 20% of deaths in the European Union . This figure could be 

significantly lower if early chest compression and early defibrillation are performed on all the victims. 

Indeed, research shows that a first defibrillation less than 3 minutes after the cardiac arrest results in a 

survival rate of 74% . Yet, only less than 5% of cardiac arrest victims are treated with early chest 

compression and defibrillation.  

Nowadays, more and more information campaigns are carried out to promote the learning of how to 

perform cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and the acquisition of Automated External Defibrillators 

(AEDs) by either individuals, private organisations or public authorities. However, the location of these 

devices is in many cases unknown to other people, including the emergency services. This results in a 

situation where victims of heart attacks cannot be resuscitated on time. Hence, it is essential to develop 

and promote applications that aim at mapping the publicly available AEDs. 

At the same time, the added-value of European global navigation satellite systems EGNOS and Galileo on 

location-based services has already been demonstrated. These applications should also be used to save 

lives by locating AEDs. 

A registry of all the available AEDs should be made available to the emergency call-takers, who could 

advise the person calling the emergency services about where the nearest defibrillator is located. Where 

possible, the registry should also be made available directly to the citizens. 

It should however be taken into consideration that: 

- Some defibrillators are not available 24/7, since they might be located in places that are closed at some 

specific times (offices, shops, schools, etc.). 

- In some cases, such as in big buildings, the address of the defibrillator might not give sufficient 

information to get there quickly. Location information should therefore also include important 

information such as the floor level. 

- Data on the good functioning of the defibrillator is another very important piece of information. For 

instance, modern defibrillators are now able to communicate the level of battery of the device. 

Information provided in this registry should be made available using 2 methods:  

1. Adding Galileo chipsets in the AEDs, so that the exact position of the device can be accurately tracked 

and  

2. Adding manually the information of the AEDs that are not equipped with chipsets. 

Hence, this project intends to demonstrate the added value of Galileo in saving lives. Due to its 

performances in terms of accuracy and availability of signal, the European global navigation satellite 

programme would contribute to reducing the intervention time for victims of heart attacks. Regarding this 

matter, it should be recalled that each minute lost before chest compression or defibrillation lowers the 

survival rate of the victim by 10%.  

The central objective of this pilot project should thus consist of:  

 analysing the optimal way to develop, organise and manage a registry of publicly available AEDs, while 

taking advantage of the location information provided by Galileo  

 finding an alternative solution to a registry, based on Galileo 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 
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Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

It has been demonstrated that survival rates of victims of sudden cardiac arrest can rise significantly if 

cardio-pulmonary resuscitation and an early defibrillation are performed. While many AEDs are now 

available and many people are trained on how to perform CPR, information about where these devices are 

located is lacking. Hence, this pilot project would aim at demonstrating the added value of Galileo in 

lowering cardiac arrest-related deaths by mapping the publicly available AEDs. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 4006 
=== BUDG/4006 === 

Tabled by Adam Jarubas, Jan Olbrycht, Committee on Budgets 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 18 02 77 03 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

18 02 77 03 
3.0.PPPA 

    6 000 000 3 000 000 6 000 000 3 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      6 000 000 3 000 000 6 000 000 3 000 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — EU coordinated Darknet monitoring to counter criminal activites 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

In view of the alarming data from among others the European Drug Report 2019, there is an urgent need 

for stronger EU wide coordinated action on the monitoring of the Darknet to counter rising threats from 

such criminal activities like trafficking and distribution of drugs and other illegal substances, illegal arms 

trade, human trafficking. Hard to track communication utilising Darknet has become a key element of 

such illegal operations especially in cross border dimension and its effective monitoring remains a 

challenge for EU Member States law enforcement authorities. Not all EU Member States law 

enforcement authorities possess adequate means and preparation to systematically monitor Darknet or to 

effectively coordinate joint EU actions and cooperation within the area. On the other hand, there are EU 

Member States examples of good practices and results, but fragmented and uneven across EU. 

The project intends at developing software and hardware instruments allowing for efficient Darknet 

monitoring at EU level, making the instruments available to EU and EU Member States law enforcement 

authorities, together with adequate training in its effective use, coordination and capacity building for 

joint European effective Darknet monitoring actions; 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 
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Justification: 

European Drug Report 2019 i.a. indicates a need to support law enforcement with a EU wide coordinated 

monitoring of the Darknet illegal activities (e.g.: trafficking drugs, firearms, human trafficking, cybercrime, 

child sexual abuse), beyond anonymity network (Tor) in English, covering secondary platforms (Freenet, 

I2P) in various languages and alphabets, encrypted applications (Telegram, Signal), closed groups on social 

media, building on existing work of i.a. Europol, EMCDDA, JRC, EU Policy Cycle, ISF- Police, 

Horizon2020, Justice Program 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 253 
=== AFCO/6427 === 

Tabled by Committee on Constitutional Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 18 04 01 77 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

18 04 01 77 
3.0.PPPA 

    1 234 347 756 899 1 234 347 756 899 

Reserve         

Total      1 234 347 756 899 1 234 347 756 899 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Schuman Declaration Anniversary 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

The Pilot Project proposes to celebrate the 70 anniversary of the Schuman Declaration and use this date 

in order to advance to an ever closer union. Several activities could be conducted around the weekend of 

the 9th May 2020 by involving in particular representatives of citizens organisations and networks 

recently involved in the Citizens' Dialogues, Citizens Consultations and similar institutional and civil 

society's campaigns: 

a) A historical seminar on the Schuman Declaration. 

b) A political debate on its actuality and lessons for the future.  

c) A citizen´s convention. 

d) A special session of the European Parliament. 

e) A special gathering of the European Council. 

f) An interinstitutional declaration with concrete steps to achieve political union. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The 70th anniversary of the Schuman Declaration should not be just a moment of remembrance, but an 
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occasion to make politics and gather forces across society and the EU institutions in order to complete the 

vision of a political union embodied in the said Declaration. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 444 
=== LIBE/5805 === 

Tabled by Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 18 07 77 

Heading: 

Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions 

Justification: 

The project will provide a response to the increasingly spread throughout the EU issue of hate speech. The 

goal of the project is to understand and prevent this phenomenon. Applicable EU law (Framework Decision 

2008/913/JHA) and recommendations of the Council of Europe limit the interpretation of hate speech. In 

order to efficiently prevent this phenomenon, education of children, young people, education practitioners, 

as well as other groups, is necessary to assess inappropriate behaviours and to influence its quick exclusion 

from social life. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 444 
=== LIBE/5805 === 

Tabled by Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 18 07 77 01 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

18 07 77 01 
3.0.PPPA 

    500 000 250 000 500 000 250 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 250 000 500 000 250 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — A European handbook to fight hate speech 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Proposed pilot project foresees the creation of a European Hate Speech Handbook devoted to this issue. 

In principle, it shall define the concept of hate speech, trolling and phenomena such as patostreaming or, 

particularly dangerous, social engineering allowing for deliberate manipulation of society. The handbook 

should become a source of knowledge about the internal laws of all Member States guarantying 

protection against enlisted phenomena, as well as the legal repercussions foreseen for its propagators. 

Project’s implementation foresees planning of meetings with experts from across the European Union, as 

well as cooperation with local authorities and non-governmental organizations. 

The project would be composed of three key elements: 

1) Semantics - currently none of the European or national legislation defines precisely hate speech. 

Therefore, it is necessary to undertake in-depth research to diagnose this issue and determine its main 
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characteristics. The idea would be to feed into the creation of a definition at the European level, which 

ideally could be applied across EU member states. 

2) Diagnosis - due to the lack of concept of the hate speech in the legal order, the project foresees 

meetings, debates and conferences with experts allowing the approximation of the problem and acquiring 

of the specialist knowledge. Those activities would be instrumental in sensitizing the society and public 

authorities about this ever-growing problem. 

3) Education - remains one of the crucial elements. It shall be directed towards various social groups in 

order to efficiently raise awareness about the undeniable problem of hate speech in the modern world. 

Education factor should mainly rely on the capacity building activities for educational practitioners and 

be based on the organization of meetings and trainings accompanied by the analysis of legal experts in 

the field. The focus should be put on raising awareness among children and young people who are 

considered particularly vulnerable. The importance of the digital habits of this group shall be also taken 

into account. Eurostat data shows that 93 % of young people aged 16-19 years made daily use of the 

internet in 2016 compared with 90 % among young people aged 25-29 years. To sum up, an important 

element of the project will be a grass roots work in schools, as well as interactive meetings, discussions 

and debates with students and teachers instructing them how to react quickly to the arising threats. 

Additionally, cooperation with communication services and social media providers is foreseen. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 58(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of 

the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 

1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, and Decision 

No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 (OJ L 193, 30.7.2018, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The project will provide a response to the increasingly spread throughout the EU issue of hate speech. The 

goal of the project is to understand and prevent this phenomenon. Applicable EU law (Framework Decision 

2008/913/JHA) and recommendations of the Council of Europe limit the interpretation of hate speech. In 

order to efficiently prevent this phenomenon, education of children, young people, education practitioners, 

as well as other groups, is necessary to assess inappropriate behaviours and to influence its quick exclusion 

from social life. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 441 
=== LIBE/5800 === 

Tabled by Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 33 02 77 01 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

33 02 77 01 
3.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 500 000 2 000 000 1 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 500 000 2 000 000 1 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Roma Civil Monitor - Strengthening capacity and involvement of Roma and pro-

Roma civil society in policy monitoring and review 
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Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The proposed preparatory action would build on the pilot project JUST/2014/RPPI/PR/EQUA/0150 which 

is reaching its end, and by learning from the lessons of it, the preparatory action would continue 

contributing in an improved way to the strengthening and further capacity building of Roma and pro-

Roma civil society as well as to the monitoring mechanism regarding Roma inclusion, especially with the 

production and dissemination of independent civil reports where civil society coalitions could present 

alternative information and data to the reports submitted by Member States concerning the 

implementation of their strategies. These civil reports could provide local knowledge to national and 

European policy processes and reflect on the real social impact of government measures.  

The monitoring would focus on the local implementation of strategies in the four priority areas 

(employment, education, housing, health), in the fields of anti-discrimination, fighting against anti-

Gypsyism and for gender equality and would also provide information on the level of involvement of civil 

society, the use of EU Funds and the mainstreaming of Roma inclusion measures. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Independent civil reports prepared by CSOs are needed besides MS reports to get a real overview of the 

impact of inclusion programs and political commitments at different levels.  

A strong Roma and pro-Roma civil society, with their capacity, knowledge and ability to send signals about 

discrimination and anti-Gypsyism, can contribute to a stronger political will and awareness-raising on the 

importance of Roma inclusion. For this, we need targeted support managed directly by the EC. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 447 
=== LIBE/5811 === 

Tabled by Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 33 02 77 01 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

33 02 77 01 
3.0.PPPA 

    600 000 360 000 600 000 360 000 

Reserve         

Total      600 000 360 000 600 000 360 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Upholding the fundamental rights of intersex people 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This pilot project aims to create an EU intersex expert group which will work with policy makers and key 

stakeholders on the EU and national level to address the fundamental rights violations faced by intersex 
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people. The expert network will work in the administrative, legal, health and educational area and enable 

the sharing of good practices among the EU Member States in combating discrimination based on sex 

characteristics. 

- Background - 

Intersex people are born with sex characteristics that lie between the stereotypical definitions of male and 

female. Variation in sex characteristics may manifest themselves in primary sex characteristics (sex 

organs) or secondary sexual characteristics (muscle mass, hair distribution, breast development). 

Due to the pathologisation of intersex bodies often corrective surgeries (intersex genital mutilations) and 

medical interventions are performed on newborns so they fit in one gender category. ‘Sex normalising 

surgery’ is performed in at least 21 Member States, even though most of the time it is not medically 

necessary. Medical treatments often have to be repeated throughout childhood and are followed by life-

long hormonal treatments, not without consequences for intersex people’s health. 

Intersex babies, children and adults are victims to a number of violations of their human rights, dignity 

and bodily integrity throughout their life, because of non-consented medical treatments, lack of access to 

their medical files, pathologisation and discrimination. However these human rights violations remain 

widely invisible and unknown by policy makers.  

Over the past five years, international human rights organisations have adopted a number of statements, 

reports and resolutions regarding the rights of intersex people, the most recent being the resolution 

2018/2878(RSP) adopted by the European Parliament on 14 February 2019. The resolution notes « the 

urgent need to address violations of the human rights of intersex people”. It calls specifically on the 

European Commission to enhance the exchange of good practices on measures to prevent and address 

intersex human rights violations, so Member States can eventually adopt appropriate legislation (para 11 

& 16), and to support and fund research on the human rights situation of intersex people (para 13). In 

2015, a report on "the fundamental rights situation of intersex people" by the EU Agency for 

Fundamental Rights (FRA) was already recommending for EU institutions to act on intersex human 

rights violations. 

The European Commission has included combatting discrimination of intersex people in the EC List of 

Actions to Advance LGBTI Equality, with a special focus on awareness-raising through the ‘we all share 

the same dreams’ campaign. The pilot project will offer the opportunity to further invest in the work on 

intersex human rights, developing expertise and data collection, as well as supporting Member States in 

properly addressing intersex human rights violations and putting in place protection measures.  

This pilot project follows recommendations of international and European human rights standards 

including the EP resolution 2018/2878(RSP). 

- Outcomes - 

1) An EU forum of legal, sociological, medical and human rights experts on the rights of intersex people 

collects best practices and provides legal expertise to national policy makers, while working hand in hand 

with activists and civil society organisations such as OII-Europe. 

2) Policy makers in the areas of non-discrimination, justice and gender equality are provided clear 

guidance, data and expertise to inform legislation and policies protecting the human rights of intersex 

people in different policy areas. 

3) Establishing active conversations, peer learning and exchange of good practice between EU 

institutions and different member states. 

4) Gathering data and exchanging knowledge to ensure evidence-based policy making. 

This project should ensure consistency of approach in this project and in future policies and programmes 

supporting intersex people (EP resolution 2018/2878(RSP), para 14). 

EP resolution 2018/2878(RSP) clearly highlights the urgent need to address human rights violations 
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faced by intersex people. Despite few legislative initiatives to protect intersex people from human rights 

violations and discrimination, the situation still is critical across the EU. This pilot project will contribute 

to implementing the recommendations of the EU FRA and the EP, including the call on the EC to build 

knowledge, awareness and capacities of policy makers at national and EU levels to be able to act on the 

human rights violations faced in all areas of life by intersex people. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Work on intersex issues is underfunded with the EU with the REC-DISC-2018 and 2019 allowing only for 

250.000,-€ per project (for up to 24 months) and no operational support for any intersex let organisation 

available so far. 

Human rights violations intersex people face are still commono practice with all EU member states except 

for Malta and with certain nuance Portugal. As long as this is the case there is obvisouly a strong need for a 

project that facilitates knnowledge transfer between governments, stakeholders, researchers and intersex 

people an allies. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 813 
=== S&D//7303 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 33 02 77 17 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

33 02 77 17 
3.0.PPPA 

    2 000 000 1 500 000 2 000 000 1 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      2 000 000 1 500 000 2 000 000 1 500 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Roma Civil Monitor - Strengthening capacity and involvement of Roma and pro-

Roma civil society in policy monitoring and review 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The proposed preparatory action would build on the pilot project JUST/2014/RPPI/PR/EQUA/0150 which 

is reaching its end, and by learning from the lessons of it, the preparatory action would continue 

contributing in an improved way to the strengthening and further capacity building of Roma and pro-

Roma civil society as well as to the monitoring mechanism regarding Roma inclusion, especially with the 

production and dissemination of independent civil reports where civil society coalitions could present 

alternative information and data to the reports submitted by Member States concerning the 

implementation of their strategies. These civil reports could provide local knowledge to national and 

European policy processes and reflect on the real social impact of government measures.  

The monitoring would focus on the local implementation of strategies in the four priority areas 
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(employment, education, housing, health), in the fields of anti-discrimination, fighting against anti-

Gypsyism and for gender equality and would also provide information on the level of involvement of civil 

society, the use of EU Funds and the mainstreaming of Roma inclusion measures. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Independent civil reports prepared by CSOs are needed besides MS reports to get a real overview of the 

impact of inclusion programs and political commitments at different levels.  

A strong Roma and pro-Roma civil society, with their capacity, knowledge and ability to send signals about 

discrimination and anti-Gypsyism, can contribute to a stronger political will and awareness-raising on the 

importance of Roma inclusion. For this, we need targeted support managed directly by the EC. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 820 
=== S&D//7310 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 33 02 77 17 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

33 02 77 17 
3.0.PPPA 

    600 000 360 000 600 000 360 000 

Reserve         

Total      600 000 360 000 600 000 360 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Upholding the fundamental rights of intersex people 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This pilot project aims to create an EU intersex expert group which will work with policy makers and key 

stakeholders on the EU and national level to address the fundamental rights violations faced by intersex 

people. The expert network will work in the administrative, legal, health and educational area and enable 

the sharing of good practices among the EU Member States in combating discrimination based on sex 

characteristics. 

- Background - 

Intersex people are born with sex characteristics that lie between the stereotypical definitions of male and 

female. Variation in sex characteristics may manifest themselves in primary sex characteristics (sex 

organs) or secondary sexual characteristics (muscle mass, hair distribution, breast development). 

Due to the pathologisation of intersex bodies often corrective surgeries (intersex genital mutilations) and 

medical interventions are performed on newborns so they fit in one gender category. ‘Sex normalising 

surgery’ is performed in at least 21 Member States, even though most of the time it is not medically 

necessary. Medical treatments often have to be repeated throughout childhood and are followed by life-
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long hormonal treatments, not without consequences for intersex people’s health. 

Intersex babies, children and adults are victims to a number of violations of their human rights, dignity 

and bodily integrity throughout their life, because of non-consented medical treatments, lack of access to 

their medical files, pathologisation and discrimination. However these human rights violations remain 

widely invisible and unknown by policy makers.  

Over the past five years, international human rights organisations have adopted a number of statements, 

reports and resolutions regarding the rights of intersex people, the most recent being the resolution 

2018/2878(RSP) adopted by the European Parliament on 14 February 2019. The resolution notes « the 

urgent need to address violations of the human rights of intersex people”. It calls specifically on the 

European Commission to enhance the exchange of good practices on measures to prevent and address 

intersex human rights violations, so Member States can eventually adopt appropriate legislation (para 11 

& 16), and to support and fund research on the human rights situation of intersex people (para 13). In 

2015, a report on "the fundamental rights situation of intersex people" by the EU Agency for 

Fundamental Rights (FRA) was already recommending for EU institutions to act on intersex human 

rights violations. 

The European Commission has included combatting discrimination of intersex people in the EC List of 

Actions to Advance LGBTI Equality, with a special focus on awareness-raising through the ‘we all share 

the same dreams’ campaign. The pilot project will offer the opportunity to further invest in the work on 

intersex human rights, developing expertise and data collection, as well as supporting Member States in 

properly addressing intersex human rights violations and putting in place protection measures.  

This pilot project follows recommendations of international and European human rights standards 

including the EP resolution 2018/2878(RSP). 

- Outcomes - 

1) An EU forum of legal, sociological, medical and human rights experts on the rights of intersex people 

collects best practices and provides legal expertise to national policy makers, while working hand in hand 

with activists and civil society organisations such as OII-Europe. 

2) Policy makers in the areas of non-discrimination, justice and gender equality are provided clear 

guidance, data and expertise to inform legislation and policies protecting the human rights of intersex 

people in different policy areas. 

3) Establishing active conversations, peer learning and exchange of good practice between EU 

institutions and different member states. 

4) Gathering data and exchanging knowledge to ensure evidence-based policy making. 

This project should ensure consistency of approach in this project and in future policies and programmes 

supporting intersex people (EP resolution 2018/2878(RSP), para 14). 

EP resolution 2018/2878(RSP) clearly highlights the urgent need to address human rights violations 

faced by intersex people. Despite few legislative initiatives to protect intersex people from human rights 

violations and discrimination, the situation still is critical across the EU. This pilot project will contribute 

to implementing the recommendations of the EU FRA and the EP, including the call on the EC to build 

knowledge, awareness and capacities of policy makers at national and EU levels to be able to act on the 

human rights violations faced in all areas of life by intersex people. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 
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Justification: 

Work on intersex issues is underfunded within the EU with the REC-DISC-2018 and 2019 allowing only for 

250.000,- € per project (for up to 24 months) and no operational support for any intersex led organisation 

available so far. 

Human rights violations intersex people face are still common practice within all EU member states except 

for Malta and with a certain nuance Portugal. As long as this is the case there is obviously a strong need for a 

project that facilitates knowledge transfer between governments, stakeholders, researchers and intersex 

people and allies. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 528 
=== VERT/7693 === 

Tabled by Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 33 02 77 17 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

33 02 77 17 
3.0.PPPA 

    600 000 360 000 600 000 360 000 

Reserve         

Total      600 000 360 000 600 000 360 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Upholding the fundamental rights of intersex people 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This pilot project aims to create an EU intersex expert group which will work with policy makers and key 

stakeholders on the EU and national level to address the fundamental rights violations faced by intersex 

people. The expert network will work in the administrative, legal, health and educational area and enable 

the sharing of good practices among the EU Member States in combating discrimination based on sex 

characteristics. 

- Background - 

Intersex people are born with sex characteristics that lie between the stereotypical definitions of male and 

female. Variation in sex characteristics may manifest themselves in primary sex characteristics (sex 

organs) or secondary sexual characteristics (muscle mass, hair distribution, breast development). 

Due to the pathologisation of intersex bodies often corrective surgeries (intersex genital mutilations) and 

medical interventions are performed on newborns so they fit in one gender category. ‘Sex normalising 

surgery’ is performed in at least 21 Member States, even though most of the time it is not medically 

necessary. Medical treatments often have to be repeated throughout childhood and are followed by life-

long hormonal treatments, not without consequences for intersex people’s health. 

Intersex babies, children and adults are victims to a number of violations of their human rights, dignity 

and bodily integrity throughout their life, because of non-consented medical treatments, lack of access to 

their medical files, pathologisation and discrimination. However these human rights violations remain 

widely invisible and unknown by policy makers.  

Over the past five years, international human rights organisations have adopted a number of statements, 

reports and resolutions regarding the rights of intersex people, the most recent being the resolution 

2018/2878(RSP) adopted by the European Parliament on 14 February 2019. The resolution notes « the 

urgent need to address violations of the human rights of intersex people”. It calls specifically on the 
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European Commission to enhance the exchange of good practices on measures to prevent and address 

intersex human rights violations, so Member States can eventually adopt appropriate legislation (para 11 

& 16), and to support and fund research on the human rights situation of intersex people (para 13). In 

2015, a report on "the fundamental rights situation of intersex people" by the EU Agency for 

Fundamental Rights (FRA) was already recommending for EU institutions to act on intersex human 

rights violations. 

The European Commission has included combatting discrimination of intersex people in the EC List of 

Actions to Advance LGBTI Equality, with a special focus on awareness-raising through the ‘we all share 

the same dreams’ campaign. The pilot project will offer the opportunity to further invest in the work on 

intersex human rights, developing expertise and data collection, as well as supporting Member States in 

properly addressing intersex human rights violations and putting in place protection measures.  

This pilot project follows recommendations of international and European human rights standards 

including the EP resolution 2018/2878(RSP). 

- Outcomes - 

1) An EU forum of legal, sociological, medical and human rights experts on the rights of intersex people 

collects best practices and provides legal expertise to national policy makers, while working hand in hand 

with activists and civil society organisations such as OII-Europe. 

2) Policy makers in the areas of non-discrimination, justice and gender equality are provided clear 

guidance, data and expertise to inform legislation and policies protecting the human rights of intersex 

people in different policy areas. 

3) Establishing active conversations, peer learning and exchange of good practice between EU 

institutions and different member states. 

4) Gathering data and exchanging knowledge to ensure evidence-based policy making. 

This project should ensure consistency of approach in this project and in future policies and programmes 

supporting intersex people (EP resolution 2018/2878(RSP), para 14). 

EP resolution 2018/2878(RSP) clearly highlights the urgent need to address human rights violations 

faced by intersex people. Despite few legislative initiatives to protect intersex people from human rights 

violations and discrimination, the situation still is critical across the EU. This pilot project will contribute 

to implementing the recommendations of the EU FRA and the EP, including the call on the EC to build 

knowledge, awareness and capacities of policy makers at national and EU levels to be able to act on the 

human rights violations faced in all areas of life by intersex people. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Work on intersex issues is underfunded within the EU with the REC-DISC-2018 and 2019 allowing only for 

250.000,- € per project (for up to 24 months) and no operational support for any intersex led organisation 

available so far. 

Human rights violations intersex people face are still common practice within all EU member states except 

for Malta and with a certain nuance Portugal. As long as this is the case there is obviously a strong need for a 

project that facilitates knowledge transfer between governments, stakeholders, researchers and intersex 

people and allies. 
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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 446 
=== LIBE/5810 === 

Tabled by Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 33 03 77 06 — Preparatory action — Union fund for financial support for litigating cases relating to 

violations of democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights 

Amend figures and remarks as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

33 03 77 06 
3.0.PPPA 

p.m. 300 000 p.m. 300 000 300 000  300 000 300 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. 300 000 p.m. 300 000 300 000  300 000 300 000 

Remarks: 

Before paragraph: 

This appropriation is intended to cover commitments .......... from previous years under the preparatory 

action . 

Add following text: 

This Preparatory Action aims to cover litigations costs for the purpose of providing legal aid in cases 

related to violations of democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights. 

Justification: 

In the first two years of implementation, the Commission has focused this Preparatory Action on building 

capacities and awareness among litigation actors and has commissioned a feasibility study for a future 

funding of litigation costs. By taking this focus, the Commission has not yet come to the core of the Action: 

covering litigation costs for the purpose of providing legal aid. To fully implement the Action as per its 

original description, the Commission therefore requires more financing and time, which is foreseen by this 

Amendment. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 117 
=== IMCO/6350 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 33 04 77 07 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

33 04 77 07 
3.0.PPPA 

    900 000 450 000 900 000 450 000 

Reserve         

Total      900 000 450 000 900 000 450 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Inclusive Web Accessibility for Persons with Cognitive Disabilities (Web inclusiveness: 

access for all) 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 
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This Pilot Project would support actions in the area of independent and inclusive access to online content 

and services for people with cognitive disabilities. Building on the work of the W3C’s Web Accessibility 

Initiative, this project should undertake two concrete actions. First, it should seek to create an overview of 

existing research/studies and identification of gaps on the web accessibility requirements for cognitive 

disabilities. This overview should then serve as guidance towards practical measures to help accessibility. 

Second, it should seek to propose/promote tools drawing on Artificial Intelligence, machine learning or 

similar solutions to automatize the transformation and/or adaptation of web content and services in a way 

that enables persons with cognitive disabilities to understand and use such content and services (content 

absorption). Equally, it could seek to propose the simplification or adapting of web-authoring tools that 

persons with cognitive disabilities could use to create online content (content creation). This Project may 

be implemented via a tender for the first action and a public grant for the second action(s). This Project 

may be implemented complementarily to existing projects, but overlaps should be prevented. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Ranging from Autism to dyslexia and other learning disabilities, the number of Europeans with cognitive 

disabilities is significant. As society becomes digitised, it is vital that these individuals are able to take part 

fully in the digital economy. Today, there is a lack of evidence-based research to understand this issue and in 

turn, a lack of development of online tools to aid these citizens. Such research and tools would be 

complementary to work on web access for those with physical disabilities. This is needed to ensure UN 

CRPD, Web Access Directive and Accessibility Act commitments 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 691 
=== R-E//7426 === 

Tabled by Renew Europe Group 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 33 04 77 07 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

33 04 77 07 
3.0.PPPA 

    900 000 450 000 900 000 450 000 

Reserve         

Total      900 000 450 000 900 000 450 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Inclusive Web Accessibility for Persons with Cognitive Disabilities (Web inclusiveness: 

access for all) 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This Pilot Project would support actions in the area of independent and inclusive access to online content 

and services for people with cognitive disabilities. 

Building on the work of the W3C’s Web Accessibility Initiative, this project should undertake two 

concrete actions.  
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First, it should seek to create an overview of existing research/studies and identification of gaps on the 

web accessibility requirements for cognitive disabilities. This overview should then serve as guidance 

towards practical measures to help accessibility. 

Second, it should seek to propose/promote tools drawing on Artificial Intelligence, machine learning or 

similar solutions to automatize the transformation and/or adaptation of web content and services in a way 

that enables persons with cognitive disabilities to understand and use such content and services (content 

absorption). Equally, it could seek to propose the simplification or adapting of web-authoring tools that 

persons with cognitive disabilities could use to create online content (content creation). 

This Project may be implemented via a tender for the first action and a public grant for the second 

action(s). This Project may be implemented complementarily to existing projects, but overlaps should be 

prevented.  

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Ranging from Autism to dyslexia and other learning disabilities, the number of Europeans with cognitive 

disabilities is significant. As society becomes digitised, it is vital that these individuals are able to take part 

fully in the digital economy. Today, there is a lack of evidence-based research to understand this issue and in 

turn, a lack of development of online tools to aid these citizens. Such research and tools would be 

complementary to work on web access for those with physical disabilities. This is needed to ensure UN 

CRPD, Web Access Directive and Accessibility Act commitments 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 118 
=== IMCO/6353 === 

Tabled by Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 33 04 77 08 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

33 04 77 08 
3.0.PPPA 

    900 000 700 000 900 000 700 000 

Reserve         

Total      900 000 700 000 900 000 700 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Assessing alleged differences in the quality of products sold on the Single Market 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

This PA is a follow-up of PPs from 2017, 2018 and 2019. The proposed PA should be implemented in full 

coherence with the actions already undertaken by the Commission to address the issue of dual quality. 

This PA has to take fully into account the results obtained during the ongoing PPs securing the continuity 

in the implementation. Moreover, this PA should build on the common methodology as well as on the 

obtained results and lessons learnt during its implementation in the EU wide testing campaign. 
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Transformed into a Preparatory Action it will focus on extending the scope of the research to non-food 

products (e.g. detergents, cosmetics, toiletries, baby products as provided in the Pilot Project) with samples 

from all Member States and on feasibility of creating a permanent observatory of quality of products sold 

on the Single Market, with a view to creating a long term action to eliminate the issue of dual quality 

within the single market. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

There is a need to deepen the analysis of what the results obtained from the JRC testing mean for consumers 

and producers, and how the legislation should be applied by competent authorities effectively and in uniform 

way in the Single Market. At the same there is an urgent need to expand the scope of the study and examine 

also non-food products, as there may be also differences in qualitative characteristics. It is also important 

that the European Parliament is playing more prominent role. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 4335 
=== BUDG/4335 === 

Tabled by Siegfried Mureşan, Committee on Budgets, Petri Sarvamaa, Inese Vaidere, Michael Gahler 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Item 19 06 77 01 — Preparatory action — StratCom Plus 

Amend figures and remarks as follows: 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

19 06 77 01 
4.0.PPPA 

p.m. p.m. p.m. p.m. 5 000 000 4 000 000 5 000 000 4 000 000 

Reserve         

Total  p.m. p.m. p.m. p.m. 5 000 000 4 000 000 5 000 000 4 000 000 

Remarks: 

Before paragraph: 

This preparatory action will test how to counter disinformation .......... headquarters, including the East 

StratCom task force. 

Amend text as follows: 

This appropriation is intended to cover commitments remaining to be settled from previous years under the 

preparatory action.  

After paragraph: 

This preparatory action will test how to counter disinformation .......... headquarters, including the East 

StratCom task force. 

Amend text as follows: 

Therefore, the preparatory action will finance: (a) training to raise awareness of disinformation campaigns 

among Union staff; (b) monitoring of disinformation campaigns both within and outside the Union; (c) data-

based analysis of the challenge and ways forward throughout Europe; (d) better output for the product of that 
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analysis, i.e. translation and dissemination in local languages. As disinformation campaigns target the Union 

and its partner countries alike, these activities can benefit staff, according to priorities to be set, in: (1) 

Commission Permanent Representations in Member States; (2) Union Delegations in Eastern Partnership 

countries; and (3) Union Delegations in Western Balkans countries.  

After paragraph: 

The preparatory action will be jointly implemented .......... Instruments) and the European External Action 

Service. 

Amend text as follows: 

This action will allow the Union to raise awareness, to increase capacity to anticipate, analyse and respond, 

to be more efficient, to better reach out to Member States and to promote its policy objectives vis-à-vis its 

citizens as well as the Eastern Neighbourhood and the Western Balkans, including in their languages.  

Building on its first two yearsyear of implementation, the preparatory action should continue to be 

adequately financed in 2020.2019. As tackling fake news has become a priority for the European Union, 

including through adoption of a communication on this issue, ensuring adequate funding to tackle the 

phenomenon at Union level is essential. 

Justification: 

2020 would be the final year of implementation of this Preparatory Action. Building on EU's recent efforts 

to fight disinformation and tackle fake news, this Preparatory Action will enable the EU to respond more 

adequately to these challenges. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 398 
=== DEVE/5726 === 

Tabled by Committee on Development 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 21 02 77 37 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

21 02 77 37 
4.0.PPPA 

    500 000 250 000 500 000 250 000 

Reserve         

Total      500 000 250 000 500 000 250 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project —Promote CSO advocacy for the transformation of Zimbabwe 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The Overall Objective is to promote CSO advocacy for the transformation of Zimbabwe into a democratic 

developmental state that is based on the principles of good governance, accountability, transparency, 

respect for fundamental human rights and citizen participation.  

Specific Objectives: 

1. To rebuild the capacity of participating CSOs to improve their own internal governance systems 

relating to accountability, transparency, stakeholder participation and citizen mobilization.  

2. Capacity Building of CSOs to enhance awareness of evidence-based knowledge and innovation for 

accountable, transparent and participatory governance, inclusive of women, youth, people with 

disabilities and other minority groups. 
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3. To engender coherent, coordinated and inclusive CSOs interventions to contribute towards building of 

a resilient, democratic and developmental state.  

4. Deepen democracy through targeted advocacy for the implementation of a new constitution and a 

common vision for Zimbabwe. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Civil society organizations in Zimbabwe are facing a wide range of challenges including: (a) Inadequate 

Response to State Fragility and the new Social Context; (b) Understanding and Analysing the Context; (c) 

Organising Forms and Cultures; (d) Gender Equality and Youth Inclusion and (e) Communications and 

Framing- whereas civics unconsciously neglected the role of communication as a tool to conscientise, 

inform, consult and mobilise their respective constituents, the social base. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 851 
=== S&D//7341 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 21 02 77 38 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

21 02 77 38 
4.0.PPPA 

    4 000 000 2 000 000 4 000 000 2 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      4 000 000 2 000 000 4 000 000 2 000 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action — Bringing children and young people's voices into EU's external decision-making 

processes 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 1. Children have the right to be heard on issues which affect them: UN CRC: Article 

12 – the provision that children have a right to express their views and have them taken seriously in 

accordance with their age and maturity Participation = an ongoing process of children’s expression and 

active involvement in decision-making at different levels in matters that concern them. It requires 

information-sharing and dialogue between children and adults based on mutual respect and requires that 

full consideration of their views be given, taking into account the child’s age and maturity. Right to 

express their views freely – without pressure, manipulation, undue influence 2. Listening to young 

people’s views adds value and legitimacy We don’t just work for children, we work with children. 

Children have a unique body of knowledge about their lives, needs and concerns, together with ideas and 

views which derive from their direct experience. Adults don’t have this insight. Participation not only 

strengthens civic engagement, it strengthens young people’s capacity for holding governments and other 

duty bearers to account. The EU is a key player on the international scene and in promoting human 

rights and sustainable development. Therefore, hearing from children would contribute to EU HQ and 
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EU Delegations identifying the existence and nature of barriers and opportunities to fulfilling children’s 

rights at national, regional and global levels. Technologies can contribute to raising young people's 

voices and to create young people’s movements around youth issues in specific countries or across the 

world; to empower young people to inform policy  

14 

at national, regional and global levels; connect young people to each other across a country or a region, 

and as such reduce the distance between people and key decision makers. This two years preparatory 

action aims to use innovation and technologies to support EU policy makers empowering children and 

young people to speak out on issues that matters to them and mainstream their voices in EU development 

cooperation towards the achievement of the SDGs. This project would build a powerful tool for the EU 

(HQ and EU Delegations/EUMS) to get the new generation, the so-called ‘Generation 2030’, involved in 

EU external policies and instruments, in particular with the African Union. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The EU is a key player on the international scene promoting human rights and sustainable development. 

However, the EU policy makers cannot identify barriers and opportunities to fulfill children’s rights if they 

don’t hear from them about the existence and nature of those barriers and opportunities. This project seeks to 

mainstream children’s voices in EU development cooperation towards the achievement of the SDGs and in 

line with Art 12 of the UN CRC and with the EU external guidelines for the promotion and protection of the 

rights of the child. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 399 
=== DEVE/5728 === 

Tabled by Committee on Development 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 21 02 77 39 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

21 02 77 39 
4.0.PPPA 

    4 000 000 2 000 000 4 000 000 2 000 000 

Reserve         

Total      4 000 000 2 000 000 4 000 000 2 000 000 

Heading: 

Preparatory action —Bringing children and young people's voices into EU's external decision-making 

processes 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

1. Children have the right to be heard on issues which affect them: 

 UN CRC: Article 12 – the provision that children have a right to express their views and have them taken 

seriously in accordance with their age and maturity 
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 Participation = an ongoing process of children’s expression and active involvement in decision-making 

at different levels in matters that concern them. It requires information-sharing and dialogue between 

children and adults based on mutual respect and requires that full consideration of their views be given, 

taking into account the child’s age and maturity. 

 Right to express their views freely – without pressure, manipulation, undue influence 

2. Listening to young people’s views adds value and legitimacy 

 We don’t just work for children, we work with children.  

 Children have a unique body of knowledge about their lives, needs and concerns, together with ideas and 

views which derive from their direct experience. Adults don’t have this insight. 

Participation not only strengthens civic engagement, it strengthens young people’s capacity for holding 

governments and other duty bearers to account. 

The EU is a key player on the international scene and in promoting human rights and sustainable 

development. Therefore, hearing from children would contribute to EU HQ and EU Delegations 

identifying the existence and nature of barriers and opportunities to fulfilling children’s rights at 

national, regional and global levels. 

Technologies can contribute to raising young people's voices and to create young people’s movements 

around youth issues in specific countries or across the world; to empower young people to inform policy 

at national, regional and global levels; connect young people to each other across a country or a region, 

and as such reduce the distance between people and key decision makers. 

This two years preparatory action aims to use innovation and technologies to support EU policy makers 

empowering children and young people to speak out on issues that matters to them and mainstream their 

voices in EU development cooperation towards the achievement of the SDGs. This project would build a 

powerful tool for the EU (HQ and EU Delegations/EUMS) to get the new generation, the so-called 

‘Generation 2030’, involved in EU external policies and instruments, in particular with the African 

Union. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Preparatory action within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The EU is a key player on the international scene promoting human rights and sustainable development. 

However, the EU policy makers cannot identify barriers and opportunities to fulfill children’s rights if they 

don’t hear from them about the existence and nature of those barriers and opportunities. This project seeks to 

mainstream children’s voices in EU development cooperation towards the achievement of the SDGs and in 

line with Art 12 of the UN CRC and with the EU external guidelines for the promotion and protection of the 

rights of the child. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 225 
=== AFET/5296 === 

Tabled by Committee on Foreign Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 
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Add: 21 04 77 03 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

21 04 77 03 
4.0.PPPA 

    1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — European Observatory on Prevention, Accountability and Combating impunity 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The pilot project builds on the necessity, clearly emerged as a central issue for the EU due to persistent 

and emerging conflicts throughout the globe and challenges faced by the International Criminal Court, of 

creating a mechanism to combat impunity and ensure accountability under international law. The PP 

should base on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International 

Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law. To fill the impunity gap, 

the PP would serve the purpose of addressing the most sensitive issues in the international human rights 

law context (eg. extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances) as well as the needs of the most 

vulnerable groups (eg. children, youth, women, minorties and internally displaced persons). This includes 

shaping solutions, eliminating possible obstacles to access justice and promoting international justice 

systems and other accountability processes (eg. transitional justice) where accountability is most at risk. 

In light of this, it would be imperative to create a permanent EU structure to monitoring and delivering 

activities that could make a difference in a field.  

The main activities of the mechanism would include: 

1) Raising awareness about unreported situations and human rights violations, notably as a concrete 

follow-up to EP's urgency resolutions, identifying and supporting relevant bodies and actors on the 

ground and co-ordinating actions in close cooperation with all relevant EU and international bodies and 

mechanisms so as to establish a plateform to amplify the voice of the victims and the EU's action in that 

respect; 

2) Advocating in favour of multidisciplinary accountability systems (including the ICC) and reparation 

processes in challenging environments, bridging the gap between mechanisms and victims (also called 

"survivors") by ensuring a victim-centred approach to investigating and prosecuting international crimes, 

exploring ways for supporting the adoption of relevant legislations (eg justice, edicucation) and building 

necessary networks with official and non official representatives to deliver a comprehensive strategy and 

pave the way for a sustainable future; 

3) Enhancing the profile and visibility of the EU engagement on the matter through an annual high level 

event (eg. European Days to Combat impunity), targeted campaigns and the publication of reports, and 

creating new partnerships and networks worldwide with a potential multiplying effect at multilateral, 

regional and local level;  

4) Contributing to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its objective of designing 

better accountability mechanisms, providing access to justice for all and promoting peaceful and inclusive 

societies. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 
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Justification: 

Impunity constitues a serious threat to international peace and security, as well as a major challenge and a 

priority objective for the EU. It is necessary tha the EU contributes in the efforts to respond in an effective 

manner to serious crimes and gross violations of human rights. Therefore, the EU action towards combating 

impunity and ensuring accountability should be stepped up through a new mechanism that will provide 

operational support to the European policy in the most challenging environments. This action is a 

contribution of the SDG 16. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 814 
=== S&D//7304 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 21 04 77 03 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

21 04 77 03 
4.0.PPPA 

    1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 1 500 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — European Observatory on Prevention, Accountability and Combating impunity 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

The pilot project builds on the necessity, clearly emerged as a central issue for the EU due to persistent 

and emerging conflicts throughout the globe and challenges faced by the International Criminal Court, of 

creating a mechanism to combat impunity and ensure accountability under international law. The PP 

should base on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International 

Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law. To fill the impunity gap, 

the PP would serve the purpose of addressing the most sensitive issues in the international human rights 

law context (eg. extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances) as well as the needs of the most 

vulnerable groups (eg. children, youth, women, minorties and internally displaced persons). This includes 

shaping solutions, eliminating possible obstacles to access justice and promoting international justice 

systems and other accountability processes (eg. transitional justice) where accountability is most at risk. 

In light of this, it would be imperative to create a permanent EU structure to monitoring and delivering 

activities that could make a difference in a field.  

The main activities of the mechanism would include: 

1) Raising awareness about unreported situations and human rights violations, notably as a concrete 

follow-up to EP's urgency resolutions, identifying and supporting relevant bodies and actors on the 

ground and co-ordinating actions in close cooperation with all relevant EU and international bodies and 

mechanisms so as to establish a plateform to amplify the voice of the victims and the EU's action in that 

respect; 

2) Advocating in favour of multidisciplinary accountability systems (including the ICC) and reparation 

processes in challenging environments, bridging the gap between mechanisms and victims (also called 

"survivors") by ensuring a victim-centred approach to investigating and prosecuting international crimes, 

exploring ways for supporting the adoption of relevant legislations (eg justice, edicucation) and building 

necessary networks with official and non official representatives to deliver a comprehensive strategy and 

pave the way for a sustainable future; 
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3) Enhancing the profile and visibility of the EU engagement on the matter through an annual high level 

event (eg. European Days to Combat impunity), targeted campaigns and the publication of reports, and 

creating new partnerships and networks worldwide with a potential multiplying effect at multilateral, 

regional and local level;  

4) Contributing to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its objective of designing 

better accountability mechanisms, providing access to justice for all and promoting peaceful and inclusive 

societies. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

Impunity constitues a serious threat to international peace and security, as well as a major challenge and a 

priority objective for the EU. It is necessary tha the EU contributes in the efforts to respond in an effective 

manner to serious crimes and gross violations of human rights. Therefore, the EU action towards combating 

impunity and ensuring accountability should be stepped up through a new mechanism that will provide 

operational support to the European policy in the most challenging environments. This action is a 

contribution of the SDG 16. 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 148 
=== FEMM/6212 === 

Tabled by Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 25 01 77 07 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

25 01 77 07 
5.2.3PPPA 

    400 000 400 000 400 000 400 000 

Reserve         

Total      400 000 400 000 400 000 400 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — - Enabling greater gender budget responsiveness of the next MFF and annual budgets 

through a gender impact assessment. 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

In order to achieve EU's core values on promoting gender equality it is essential that a gender budget 

impact assessment is conducted to measure the impact of the future Multi-Annual Financial Framework 

2021-2027. Such an assessment will ensure precise predictions regarding the impact of budget proposal 

on gender inequalities and the fulfilment of girls' and women's rights and will explore and propose 

concrete ways to restructure it. 

The EU has identified gender budgeting as a key tool to achieve gender equality, and methodologies and 

approaches are available on how the EU could conduct it (e.g guide to gender budgeting produced in 

2016 by the European Institute for Gender Equality, among others). However, the EU hasn't undertaken 
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an actual gender budgeting exercise of its current or upcoming frameworks. A comprehensive gender 

impact assessment is a critical step for the implementation of a gender budgeting approach.  

There are already governments at different levels in the EU working successfully with gender budgeting 

tools, improving their policies to address factors that negatively affect women or men, since there are 

many factors contributing to increasing vulnerabilities, discrimination and violence against women and 

girls. For example, the Scottish government is very successfully using gender assessments in order to 

make their policies better targeted to address these gendered inequalities. 

In sum, the proposed gender impact assessment will thus help EU institutions into adopting and 

improving policies that contribute to reducing inequalities as well as allowing for discovering "missing 

links" in maximizing the impact of gender mainstreaming and targeted actions in future EU policies. 

It will achieve these aims through: 

- Identifying the existing gender- and age-disaggregated data and gaps for an effective collection of this 

data, as to contribute to improve the analysis of budgets; 

- Identifying the foreseen distribution of resources in the MFF vis-a-vis the EU objectives of gender 

equality and assessing its expected impact on women and men; 

- Proposing gender responsive questions and indicators in the view of integrating them into the review of 

the functioning of the MFF by 2024, as well as in the assessment of how gender equality has been 

integrated in the implementation of the MFF, at the end of the budgetary cycle in 2027; 

- Developing relevant and concrete proposals to ensure the MFF is gender responsive following its mid-

term review. This includes proposals to incorporate a gender responsive perspective into annual budgets. 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The Joint Declaration on gender mainstreaming attached to the 2014-2020 MFF states that "the annual 

budgetary procedures […]will integrate as appropriate gender-responsive elements". 

In 2019, a EP study on Gender responsive EU Budgeting, revealed that ‘little, if any, progress in gender 

budgeting’ is made since then. Moreover, the EP called EU institutions "for a renewed commitment […] to 

gender mainstreaming in the next MFF and its effective monitoring". 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 818 
=== S&D//7308 === 

Tabled by Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 25 01 77 07 

 
 MFF  

Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 

Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

25 01 77 07 
5.2.3PPPA 

    400 000 400 000 400 000 400 000 

Reserve         

Total      400 000 400 000 400 000 400 000 

Heading: 
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Pilot project — Enabling greater gender budget responsiveness of the next MFF and annual budgets 

through a gender impact assessment. 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Add following text: 

In order to achieve EU's core values on promoting gender equality it is essential that a gender budget 

impact assessment is conducted to measure the impact of the future Multi-Annual Financial Framework 

2021-2027. Such an assessment will ensure precise predictions regarding the impact of budget proposal 

on gender inequalities and the fulfilment of girls' and women's rights and will explore and propose 

concrete ways to restructure it. 

The EU has identified gender budgeting as a key tool to achieve gender equality, and methodologies and 

approaches are available on how the EU could conduct it (e.g guide to gender budgeting produced in 

2016 by the European Institute for Gender Equality, among others). However, the EU hasn't undertaken 

an actual gender budgeting exercise of its current or upcoming frameworks. A comprehensive gender 

impact assessment is a critical step for the implementation of a gender budgeting approach.  

There are already governments at different levels in the EU working successfully with gender budgeting 

tools, improving their policies to address factors that negatively affect women or men, since there are 

many factors contributing to increasing vulnerabilities, discrimination and violence against women and 

girls. For example, the Scottish government is very successfully using gender assessments in order to 

make their policies better targeted to address these gendered inequalities. 

In sum, the proposed gender impact assessment will thus help EU institutions into adopting and 

improving policies that contribute to reducing inequalities as well as allowing for discovering "missing 

links" in maximizing the impact of gender mainstreaming and targeted actions in future EU policies. 

It will achieve these aims through: 

Legal basis: 

Add following text: 

Pilot project within the meaning of Article 54(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the 

general budget of the Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 (OJ L 298, 

26.10.2012, p. 1). 

Justification: 

The Joint Declaration on gender mainstreaming attached to the 2014-2020 MFF states that "the annual 

budgetary procedures […]will integrate as appropriate gender-responsive elements". 

In 2019, a EP study on Gender responsive EU Budgeting, revealed that ‘little, if any, progress in gender 

budgeting’ is made since then. Moreover, the EP called EU institutions "for a renewed commitment […] to 

gender mainstreaming in the next MFF and its effective monitoring". 

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-==-=-=-= 

Draft amendment 251 
=== AFCO/6425 === 

Tabled by Committee on Constitutional Affairs 

------------------------------- 

SECTION III — COMMISSION 

Add: 26 03 78 

  MFF  Draft budget 2020 Council's position 2020 Difference New amount 
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Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments Commitments Payments 

26 03 78 
5.2.XPPPA 

    1 000 000 750 000 1 000 000 750 000 

Reserve         

Total      1 000 000 750 000 1 000 000 750 000 

Heading: 

Pilot project — Establishing a Permanent EU Agencies' Network Office 

Remarks: 

Add following text: 

Having regard to the ongoing EU-level agentification process and having regard to the need of better 

information dissemination both form the side of the Agencies and Institutions, it would be highly valuable 

to establish a permanent Agency Network Office in Brussels, with the adequate infrastructure, knowledge 

and human resources. The Office would provide transparent and accountable information for citizens, 

meanwhile would establish a horizontal connection to all EU Institutions and to the relevant National 

Authorities. 

Justification: 

Having regard to the ongoing EU-level agentification process and having regard to the need of better 

information dissemination both form the side of the Agencies and Institutions, it would be highly valuable to 

establish a permanent Agency Network Office in Brussels, with the adequate infrastructure, knowledge and 

human resources. 


