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Charlemagne Youth Prize 
 
Presentation of winners
 
Every autumn, three young Charlemagne Prize
winners are invited to present their projects to the
Members of the CULT committee. This year's
projects were “EuroPhonica” from Italy (1st prize),
presented by Mr Fabiano Catania and Ms Alice
Plata, "Your European Citizenship" by European
Youth Parliament of Finland (2nd prize), presented
by Ms Ida Eerola and Mr Ville Jaara, and “Muslims
against Anti-Semitism” from Austria (3rd prize),
presented by Ms Canan Yasar and Ms Ikherrazene
Bouchra, 
 
The first prize-winner this year, “EuroPhonica” from

Italy, is a shared radio show, which gives a voice to independent student and university media. The project aims to bring
the European Union institutions closer to citizens, both contributing to their understanding of how they work and improving
the conditions for their civic participation. The main target group is university students from all over Europe and young
professionals. In the Q&A session, CULT members lauded the project and underlined the crucial importance of information
and communication, especially in the context of growing digitalisation and "fake news".
 
The second prize-winner, the "Your European Citizenship" project, is a simulation game of the work of the European
Parliament, where young people are involved in EU decision-making as MEPs. The aim of the project is to shed light on
EU decision-making and bring European cultures closer together. It also stimulates active citizenship among young people
and raises awareness of EU policies and politics. Members admired the initiative and agreed that that young people must
be better included in the European project, in particular through awareness of what has been decided in Brussels and how
it may affect their lives.
 
The “Muslims against Anti-Semitism” project made a particular impression on MEPs. While the project, led by a team of
young Muslims, focuses on anti-Semitism, its goal is also to fight any form of racism and to support intercultural
understanding and dialogue. The project was well received by CULT members who commended the work of the young
volunteers.
 

 

 

 

 

November 2019

 

 

http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/common/banners/2016_directore_b_cult_newsletter_v01.png


 

 

CULT Newsletter

 

 

 

 

European Youth Forum

As is customary, the CULT committee invited the EYF – one
of the most representative EU-wide umbrella organisations
representing young people – for an exchange of views on
the main political priorities concerning young people in the
EU.

Mr Andrea Casamenti, board member of the EYF, set out
some of the main challenges that young people are facing
today. Amongst the biggest concerns are climate change
and sustainability; rollback of human rights and the rise of
extremism; shrinking civil space and under-representation of
young people in decision-making – especially since turnout
at at the last European elections was 14% higher than at the
2014 elections. An important trend affecting young people is
the increasing digitalisation of society, with challenges in
terms of digital rights, privacy, data ownership etc.

European Youth Forum

Mr Casamenti underlined that the CULT committee should
focus more on digital skills, digitalisation in non-formal and
informal learning, digital and media literacy, and digital youth
work. In the view of EYF, the three CULT MFF programmes
are hugely important for young people in the EU and Mr
Casamenti gave his backing to the three Rapporteurs’ efforts.

In the subsequent Q&A session, MEPs expressed support
for the work of the EYF and underlined their commitment to
deliver strong programmes (Erasmus+ and European
Solidarity Corps) supporting young people. MEPs also urged
EYF member organisations to lobby in their respective
Member States for the tripling of the Erasmus+ budget.
Many questions were put on the EU Youth Capital initiative,
youth entrepreneurship and youth employment and on the
importance of young people being active citizens.

 

 

 

 

Presentation of CULT-supported Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions

Pilot projects and preparatory actions (PPPAs) have been used effectively over the years by the CULT Committee to test new
policy initiatives and prepare the ground for future measures. At its 5 November meeting, the Committee heard presentations
from the Commission on four ongoing PPPAs.

Starting with a budget of 1.5 million EUR in 2018, rising to 3 million EUR in 2019, the  preparatory actionMusic Moves Europe
seeks to promote diversity and talent in the music sector. It seeks to test innovative distribution models, develop
entrepreneurial training modules and conduct market analysis for the possible creation of a music sector observatory. With the
increased budget in 2019, it is seeking to support smaller music clubs and venues and study the health risks for musicians.

The  preparatory action is built on the premise that sportSport as a Tool for Integration and Social Inclusion of Refugees
can support social inclusion and the integration of refugees across Europe. While projects are currently small-scale and local -
with a maximum project budget of 60,000 EUR - the aim is to build links among organisations across Europe. With an initially
modest budget of 0.6 million EUR as a PP in 2016, the PA has 3 million EUR in 2019, enabling better networking and
dissemination of good practices, more funding for larger organisations and support for staff training.

The  preparatory action has been effective in testing innovative subtitling toSubtitling European Cultural Content
disseminate European content more widely online The bulk of funding has gone to , which now provides subtitled. ARTE
content in French, German, English, Spanish, Polish and Italian and , which delivers content in English, French andvpro
Spanish through its dedicated YouTube channels. The PA has achieved a positive impact on the circulation of cultural content
and proved a cost-efficient model for expanding access. A key lesson, as the PA is now transferred into the MEDIA sub-
programme of Creative Europe, is to accompany content with targeted communications.

The  preparatory action - with an annual budget of 0.5 million EUR - seeks to help people criticallyMedia Literacy for All
appraise information provided by the media, particularly in the context of disinformation and fake news challenges. The scope
of the initiative has broadened from the initial focus on young people to include also older people.

In the subsequent debate, an overall concern from MEPs was the nature of the Commission’s pre-assessment or grading
system for PPPA proposals. Many Members bemoaned the lack of clarity surrounding the grading and an excessively rigid
understanding of what could and could not be tested (e.g. model school curricula or science education). It was agreed that
there needs to be better dialogue between the Commission and the Committee on PPPA proposals. Questions in the debate
focused on the need for a tripling of the Erasmus+ budget, the completion of the EEA and greater cooperation between
universities, fostering volunteering and solidarity, creating a stronger cultural infrastructure and the emerging idea of e-sports.
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CULT delegation to Matera (28-30 October 2019) 
 
A CULT Committee delegation visited Matera in Italy as part of its
annual visits to the European Capitals of Culture. The aim of this visit
was to hold meetings with those involved in the organisation of events
and to evaluate the impact and legacy of cultural activities and projects
taking place during the year. The main concept of Matera 2019 is to
help citizens build new and lasting cultural content. The rich cultural

heritage is used as a basis for creating original cultural projects.  
 
Members acknowledged the effort made by Matera2019 to focus particularly on the active participation of inhabitants and
visitors. The programme of the year aims to engage citizens not only as volunteers but also as creators.  One example of
the lasting legacy of the year will be the 'Open Design School', a centre in which citizens co-create with professional
designers objects and arts and crafts used during shows and exhibitions. Regarding visitors and tourists, the focus is on
'temporary citizenship'. They do not receive tickets to the events, but a 'citizens' passport', in order to become citizens of
Matera for the time of their visit. This helps create a sense of active and sustainable tourist participation.
 
The delegation visited several exhibitions created specifically for Matera, in particular the Atlas of City Emotions and
Anthropocene, as well as the Archive of Archives. At these exhibitions, the creators have focused not only on the artistic
concept but also on the visitors' visual and emotional experience, inspired by the history and future of Matera and the
Basilicata region.
 
On the last day, Members met project managers and creators in order to get detailed information of the many projects and
had a discussion on the legacy of the year.
 
Members of the CULT delegation:  (EPP, Germany) - Chair,  (S&D, Germany), Sabina Verheyen Petra Kammerevert

 (S&D, Spain),  (Renew, Slovenia),  (GUE/NGL, Greece).Domènec Ruiz Devesa Irena Joveva Alexis Georgoulis
 

The next committee meeting: 4-5 December 2019

Useful links

CULT Committee website
Meeting documents
Calendar of meetings

U

Policy Department Publications in the EP
European Parliament - Think Thank
The Finnish Presidency of the Council
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