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documents

eMeeting

Voting cards

The electronic voting system
will be used for the vote
scheduled during this
meeting and Members are
reminded to bring their
electronic voting card.

1. AGENDA

The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members on 10 January 2014 and is in
the file for this meeting.

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman draws attention to the following points:

LANGUAGES AVAILABLE

BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, IT, LT, NL, PL, RO, SV

WEBSTREAMING

The CONT meeting is webstreamed on the Europarl web-site.
Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the microphone to make an
intervention, the camera will be automatically directed to the speaker.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OFCONTMEETINGS:

 2 December 2013
 5 December 2013
 16-17 December 2013
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Rapporteur:
Markus Pieper (PPE)

Administrators:
Christian Ehlers & Philippe
Godts

Exchange of views with the
Member of the European
Commission responsible for
Employment, Social Affairs
and Inclusion, Lászlo Andor,
in the presence of the
Member of the European
Court of Auditors
responsible, Lazaros
Lazarou

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft report:
20/02/2014
Deadline for amendments:
26/02/2014
Adoption in CONT:
17/03/2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

4. DISCHARGE2012:EUGENERAL BUDGET-EUROPEANCOMMISSION

The documents of particular relevance for the exchange
of views with Commissioner László Andor, responsible
for employment, social affairs and inclusion, as regards
the 2012 Commission discharge are:
• The European Court of Auditors' Annual Report 2012,

chapters 1, 2 and 10
• The European Commission's report on the follow-up

of the 2011 discharge procedure, and
• The respective Annual Activity Reports of the

Commission’s Directorates General concerned.

The documents can be found on the CONT website (discharge 2012).
In accordance with the established discharge timetable the CONT Secretariat
sent the written questions for this meeting to Members and the Commission on
Wednesday, 8 January 2014. The answers arrived on 16 January 2014 pursuant
to the practical arrangements and were emailed to Members the same date.

The "practical arrangements" are attached to this newsletter for convenience.
It is proposed that today's hearing with the Commissioner shall proceed as
follows:
- Introduction by the Member of the European Court of Auditors, who will

present the findings of the respective chapters of the Annual Report 2012;
- Commissioner in charge will reply to this introduction;
- The CONT Rapporteur will put questions to the Commissioner and the Court;
- Other Members will question the Commissioner and/or the Court; and
- Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.

MONDAY 20 JANUARY 2014
15.00 – 18.30 public meeting

*** Voting time ***
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Rapporteur:
Petri Sarvamaa (PPE)

Administrators:
Rudolfs Verdins & Hrvoje Svetic

Exchange of views in the
presence of the Directors of the
invited Agencies and in the
presence of the Member of the
European Court of Auditors
responsible, Pietro Russo, and
the Director of the European
Railway Agency (ERA), currently
responsible for the
coordination of the Agencies'
network

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft reports:
18/02/2014
Deadline for amendments:
25/02/2014
Adoption in CONT: 18/03/2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

5. 2012DISCHARGE TO THEAGENCIES

The number of decentralised Agencies which are
subject to discharge has constantly grown over the last
number of years and is now 31. The Rapporteur has
selected seven agencies to be invited to the hearing:
- The European Asylum Support Office (EASO),
- The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA),
- The European Insurance and Occupational Pensions

Authority (EIOPA),
- The European Institute of Innovation and

Technology (EIT),
- The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA),
- The European Agency for the Management of Operational

Cooperation at the External Borders of the Member States of the
European Union (FRONTEX), and

- The European Railway Agency (ERA)
Other agency representatives are also welcome to attend the hearing if they
wish to do so.

The written questions by the Rapporteur, the shadow Rapporteurs and other
Members, addressed to the Agencies network as well as to individual
Agencies, were submitted to the Agencies on 4 December 2013.
The deadline for replies was set for 14 January and they were sent to the
CONT Members on 17 January.

It is proposed that the hearing shall proceed as follows:
 Introduction by the Members of the European Court of Auditors Pietro

Russo who will present the findings of the respective Annual Reports
2012,

 Director of the European Railway Agency (ERA), Marcel Verslype will reply
to this introduction on behalf of the Agencies' network,

 The CONT Rapporteur Petri Sarvamaa will put questions to the Agencies'
network, individual Agencies and the Court,

 Shadow Rapporteurs and other Members will question the Agencies'
network, individual Agencies and the Court, and

 Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.
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Rapporteur:
Michael Theurer (ADLE)

Administrator(s):
Phillippe Godts

Adoption of draft report

Plenary vote:
February II 2014

Rapporteur:
Michael Theurer (ADLE)

Administrator:
Christian Ehlers

Adoption of draft opinion

CONT Timetable:
Deadline for amendments:
15/01/ 2014
Adoption in CONT:
21/01/2014

ECON vote:
17/02/2014
Plenary vote:
March 2014

*** VOTING TIME ***

6. THE EVALUATION OF THE UNION'S FINANCES BASED ON THE
RESULTS ACHIEVED: A NEW TOOL FOR THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION'S
IMPROVED DISCHARGE PROCEDURE

The Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
(TFEU) has introduced a new instrument into the budgetary
discharge toolbox: the evaluation of the finances of the
Union based on the results achieved. The above-mentioned
draft report highlights that the report on financial
performance should not produce another set of partial
evaluations made by it at the midterm or at the end of the
programming period. The budgetary authority needs a
clear view of the real achievements made on the main
objectives of the Union, which are by nature cross cutting

the budget headings.
The Article 318 TFEU Evaluation Report should ideally contribute to the
analytic capacity of the budgetary authority to draw adequate lessons from
the past.

The draft report is available on the CONT website. The amendments were
circulated to the CONT Members on 16 December 2013

7. ENQUIRY REPORT ON THE ROLE AND OPERATIONS OF THE TROIKA
(ECB, COMMISSION AND IMF) WITH REGARD TO THE
EURO AREA PROGRAMMECOUNTRIES

On Thursday 9 January CONT discussed the draft opinion on
the enquiry report on the role and operations of the Troika
(ECB, Commission and IMF) with regard to the euro area
programme countries. The Rapporteur emphasised his
intention to highlight shortcomings in the area of budgetary
control and sound financial management and develop ideas
how the current situation could be improved.
Due to the voting timetable in the lead committee, ECON, the

opinion is only available in English.
The deadline for amendments was set for Wednesday, 15 January at noon.
The secretariat received 55 amendments which were sent to Members on 16
January. A standard (empty) voting list was also made available to the political
groups on 16 January. The Rapporteur may undertake to present compromise
amendments before the vote. The final voting list will be circulated as soon as
possible.

*** END OF VOTING TIME ***

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY 2014
09.00 – 09.15 electronic vote

*** Voting time ***
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Rapporteur:
Markus Pieper (PPE)

Administrators:
Philippe Godts & Christian Ehlers

Exchange of views with the
Member of the European
Commission responsible for
Taxation, Customs, Statistics,
Audit and Anti-Fraud, Algirdas
Semeta, in the presence of the
Members of the European
Court of Auditors responsible,
Kersti Kaljulaid & Henrik Otbo

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft report:
20/02/2014
Deadline for amendments:
26/02/2014
Adoption in CONT: 17/03/2014
Plenary vote:
April II 2014

8. DISCHARGE 2012: EU GENERAL BUDGET - EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

The documents of particular relevance for the
exchange of views with Commissioner Algirdas
Semeta, as regards the 2012 Commission discharge
are:
• The European Court of Auditors' Annual Report

2012, chapters 1, 2 and 10
• The European Commission's report on the follow-

up of the 2011 discharge procedure, and
• The respective Annual Activity Reports of the

Commission’s Directorates General concerned.

The documents can be found on the CONT website (discharge 2012).
In accordance with the established discharge timetable the CONT Secretariat
sent the written questions for this meeting to Members and the Commission
on Wednesday, 8 January 2014. The answers arrived on 16/17 January 2014
pursuant to the practical arrangements and were emailed to Members the
same dates.

The "practical arrangements" are attached to this newsletter for convenience.
It is proposed that today's hearing with the Commissioner shall proceed as
follows:
- Introduction by the Member of the European Court of Auditors, who will

present the findings of the respective chapters of the Annual Report 2012;
- Commissioner in charge will reply to this introduction;
- The CONT Rapporteur will put questions to the Commissioner and the

Court;
- Other Members will question the Commissioner and/or the Court; and
- Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY 2014
09.15– 12.30 public meeting

*** Voting time ***
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Rapporteur:
Markus Pieper (PPE)

Administrators:
Christian Ehlers & Philippe Godts

Exchange of views with the
Secretary-General of the
European Commission,
Catherine Day, in the presence
of the Members of the
European Court of Auditors
responsible, Baudilio Tomé
Muguruza and Henrik Otbo

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft report:
20/02/2014
Deadline for amendments:
26/02/2014
Adoption in CONT: 17/03/2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

9. DISCHARGE 2012: EU GENERAL BUDGET - EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

The documents of particular relevance for the exchange of views with
Catherine Day as regards the 2012 Commission discharge are:
• The European Court of Auditors' Annual Report 2012, chapters 1, 2 and 10
• The European Commission's report on the follow-up of the 2011 discharge

procedure, and
• The respective Annual Activity Reports of the

Commission’s Directorates General concerned.
These documents are available on: Publications
In accordance with the timetable for the discharge
procedure, the written questions for this meeting were
sent to the Commission on 8 January 2014 and e-mailed to
Members on the same day. The answers from the
Commission will be sent to Members pursuant to the
"practical arrangements".

The "practical arrangements" are attached to this newsletter for convenience.
It is proposed that today's hearing shall proceed as follows:

 Introduction by the Member of the European Court of Auditors, who will
present the findings of the respective chapters of the Annual Report
2012;

 Commissioner in charge will reply to this introduction;
 The CONT Rapporteur will put questions to the Commissioner and the

Court;
 Other Members will question the Commissioner and/or the Court; and
 Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.

10. EXCHANGE OF VIEWS IN THE CONTEXT OFOLAFINVESTIGATIONS

The documents of particular relevance for the
exchange of views are the replies transmitted by
letter of Catherine Day on 13 June to the written
questionnaire of 22 May 2013 and the additional
replies transmitted on 10 September 2013.
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Rapporteur:
Tamás Deutsch (PPE)

Administrator:
Tereza Pinto de Rezende

Exchange of views with the
High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, Baroness
Catherine Ashton, in the
presence of the Member of the
European Court of Auditors
responsible, Baudilio Tomé
Muguruza

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft reports:
17/02/2014
Deadline for amendments:
25/02/2014
Adoption in CONT: 18/03/2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

Rapporteur:
Zigmantas Balčytis (S&D)

Administrator(s):
Olivier Sautiere

Consideration of draft report

CONT Timetable:
Deadline for amendments:
27/01/2014, 12.00
Adoption in CONT:
18/ 2/2014

Plenary vote:
April I 2014

11. DISCHARGE 2012: EU GENERAL BUDGET - EUROPEAN EXTERNAL
ACTION SERVICE

The European External Action Service (EEAS) is a
functionally autonomous body of the European Union,
separate from the General Secretariat of the Council and
from the Commission. It is treated as an institution for
the purposes of the Financial Regulation (FR) and
therefore subject to the procedure of discharge provided
for in Article 319 of the TFEU and in Article 168 of the FR.
It is placed under the authority of the High
Representative (HR) of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy who is invited to the CONT meeting for an

exchange of views with Members on the implementation of EEAS budget
during the financial year 2012.
In accordance with the timetable for the discharge procedure, the written
questions addressed to the EEAS were sent on 9 January 2014. The answers
received from the EEAS were e-mailed to the CONT Members on 20 January
2014. The "practical arrangements" are attached to this newsletter for
convenience.
It is proposed that today's hearing shall proceed as follows:
- Introduction by the Member of the European Court of Auditors, Baudilio

Tomé Muguruza, who will present the findings of the respective chapters
of the Annual Report 2011,

- High Representative/Vice President Baroness Catherine Ashton will briefly
reply to this introduction,

- The CONT Rapporteur Tamás Deutsch will put questions to the HR/VP and
the Court,

- Other Members will question the HR/VP and/or the Court, and
- Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.

12. ARE TOOLS IN PLACE TO MONITOR THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND SPENDING ON OLDER WORKERS? (COURT OF
AUDITORS SPECIALREPORT25/2012)

Both the Lisbon Agenda and the Europe 2020 strategy, set
the economic and social strategies of the European Union
(EU), include action plans for more growth and jobs, and
set goals, in particular regarding employment. Several
years of financial crisis mean that European Social Fund
(ESF) measures continue to be required as one of the tools
to tackle high unemployment, and lessons from earlier
implementation will be vital when the new programmes
are put in place from 2014.
The ESF is a key financial instrument designed to help

Member States achieve EU employment policy objectives. It aims to promote
integration in the labour market of unemployed and disadvantaged people,
primarily by supporting training activities.

TUESDAY 21 JANUARY 2014
15.00– 18.30 public meeting

*** Voting time ***
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Rapporteur:
Cătălin Sorin Ivan (S&D)

Administrator(s):
Mauro de Oliveira

Exchange of views with the
Vice-President of the European
Parliament with primary
responsibility of the budget,
Gianni Pittella, the Secretary-
General, Klaus Welle and the
Internal Auditor of the
European Parliament, Robert
Galvin, in the presence of the
Member of the European Court
of Auditors responsible,
Baudilio Tomé Muguruza

CONT Timetable:
Consideration of draft reports:
18/02/2014
Deadline for amendments:
25/02/2014
Adoption in CONT: 18/03/2014

Plenary vote:
April II 2014

The goal of the Court's audit was to verify whether the Member States and the
Commission have set up and implemented the tools required to assess the
effectiveness of the ESF actions addressed to older workers during the
programming period. It focused on the content of the Operational
Programmes and in particular on the quantified operational objectives and
indicators, as well as on the monitoring and evaluation systems.
The Rapporteur points out that more emphasis should be placed on the
coherence of the application of definitions used relating to 'old workers'. The
definition in the operational programmes (OPs) of better indicators or target
values for 'older workers' to facilitate the assessment of effectiveness of
actions addressing 'old workers' needs should be improved as well as the
impact of the ESF funding. All of these measures should improve the selection
process of OPs and establish for the upcoming programming period 2014-
2020 a robust performance framework - with clear and measurable aims and
targets for accountability and results - to maximise the impact on growth and
jobs.
The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs will deliver an opinion on
this CONT report for which Ms Danuta Jazlowiecka was appointed Rapporteur.
The Rapporteur's report (EN) is available on the CONT website.

13. DISCHARGE 2012: EU GENERAL BUDGET - EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT

Members will find the documents relevant to the
European Parliament discharge such as the Report on
Budgetary and Financial management, the Annual
Accounts of political groups, the Report on Compliance
with payment time limits, the Report on Contracts
awarded,  Director-Generals' Annual Activity Reports and
the Replies and follow-up to last year's discharge
resolution on the CONT website.
Following the established procedure for the adoption of
EP discharge questionnaire, Members were asked to

submit questions relating to the 2012 EP discharge to their Coordinators by 31
October 2013. The Rapporteur together with the Shadow Rapporteurs
consolidated and finalised the questionnaire and submitted it to the
Secretary-General on 29 November 2013.
Traditionally, the Secretary-General's written replies are made available prior
to the Committee meeting and will be forwarded by email to Members as
soon as possible.
It is proposed that the discussion is structured following this order of
interventions:

- statement by the Court of Auditors,
- short presentation by the Vice-President, responsible for budgetary

affairs,
- brief presentation by the Secretary-General of the answers to the written

questions,
- presentation by the Internal Auditor of the European Parliament of his

2012 Annual Report,
- statement and oral questions by the Rapporteur,
- Q&A session with other Members, and
- closing remarks by the Rapporteur.
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Contacts
Email of the CONT secretariat:
cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

Follow us on Twitter
https://twitter.com/EP_BudgControl

NEXT MEETINGS (BRUSSELS)

22 January 2014, 9.00 – 12.30

22 January 2014, 15.00 – 18.30

23 January 2014, 9.00 – 12.30



11/07//2013 

 

2012 DISCHARGE 
 

Practical arrangements for the questioning of Commissioners in the 2012 
discharge procedure 

 
1 Timetable 
 

 As attached 
 

2 Questions 
 In general, before the hearing, written questions followed by written 

answers are not expected. However, there may be written questions on 
matters which are technical or very specific, so as to allow preparation 
of replies by the Commissioner.  

 Written questions will be submitted to the Commission 7 working days 
before the hearing. Written answers will be provided by the 
Commission to the committee 48 hours before the meeting at the 
latest. In the event that the hearing falls on a Monday afternoon, the 
replies will be received already on the preceding Friday at noon. Both 
questions and answers will be in English as much as possible. 

 

3 Duration of the hearing 
 Approximately 60 minutes per Commissioner.  

 

4 Seating arrangements 
 The Commissioner and 1 aide will sit on the podium, together with the 

Member of the Court. Alternatively, the Commissioner and his or her 
services and cabinet (max. 10) may sit in the body of the room.  

 

5 Procedure during the hearing  
 Introduction by the European Court of Auditors, which submits its 

findings according to its annual and special reports. (max. 7 minutes) 

 The Commissioner may make a brief presentation of the Commission's 
replies to these findings (5 minutes max.) (No general statement). 

 The EP rapporteur puts question and Commissioner / Court replies. 
The rapporteur seeks the Commissioner’s view but Commissioner’s 
staff can reply to certain questions, if needed. 

 Other EP Members question the Commissioner or the Court. 
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 This first round of questions could be followed by a second round of 
questions by the rapporteur and then other EP Members, if time allows. 

Possibly winding up comments at the end by EP rapporteur, Court, 
Commissioner or Chair. 

 

6 After the hearing 
 Treatment of confidential documents: Annex II of the Framework 

Agreement applies. 

 Supplementary documents asked for during the hearing, should be 
provided to the rapporteur within five working days, when possible. 

 

7 After the hearing 
 These practical arrangements for the conduct of the hearings have no 

influence on possible informal meetings between the rapporteur and 
Commissioners'/Commission staff. 
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