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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DELEGATION’s VISIT TO BURMA/MYANMAR

3-5 April 2013

Yangon, 5 April 2013 - A Delegation of the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights
conducted a visit to Burma/Myanmar on 3-5 April to take stock of the political reforms that are taking place 
in the country. The visit included meetings with representatives of the Government, Parliament, political 
parties, a large number of civil society organisations as well as UN organisations. The Members of 
Parliament (MEPs) also met Sakharov prize laureate, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

The parliamentary delegation was led by Barbara LOCHBIHLER (Greens/Germany). The other MEPs 
participating were Elisabeth JEGGLE (EPP/Germany), Nicole KIIL-NIELSEN (Greens/France) and Inese 
VAIDERE (EPP/Latvia).

The EP delegation welcomed the remarkable changes that have taken place, including providing more 
space to civil society to actively contribute to the country’s development. They expressed support for the 
current transition process towards rule of law and respect for human rights. MEPs encouraged the 
country's authorities to continue this process so that change becomes irreversible. They emphasized the 
importance of constitutional reform, currently under discussion, to allow  all citizens to participate in
Burma/Myanmar's political life in an inclusive way. They called on the Burma/Myanmar parliament to take 
into consideration the views expressed by the media sector when finalising media laws that would 
guarantee press freedom and  independence.

Despite those positive developments much remains to be done. The EP delegation expressed concern 
about continued human rights violations, notably in the field of economic and social rights, and the lack of 
economic progress for the majority of the population. MEPs called on the Burma/Myanmar Government to 
release the remaining political prisoners; to address the issue of land grabbing, land reform and rural 
development ensuring sustainable livelihood. The basic needs of the population which are indispensable 
for the enjoyment of human rights should be guaranteed. Failure to address these severe shortcomings 
could undermine the whole democratic transition process.

MEPs are also alarmed at the continuing inter-ethnic and sectarian conflicts and have encouraged the 
Government to continue working to achieve national reconciliation. They were particularly concerned by 
the recent violence against Muslim communities in Meikthila, central Burma/Myanmar, and urged the 
Burma/Myanmar Government to take all necessary measure to protect all minority groups without 



discrimination including the Rohingyas. Violent acts should be investigated and those responsible for such 
acts held accountable. 

MEPs recognised the dire humanitarian crisis within Rakhine and Kachin states and called on the 
Burma/Myanmar Government to address urgently the needs of the internally displaced persons , including 
relocation and freedom of movement, and provide full and unrestricted access to humanitarian aid 
organisations.

Finally the Delegation calls on the EU to respond to the ambitious reform agenda of the Burma/Myanmar
Government and to the expectations of the local population through development aid, stepped up capacity 
building efforts and a broader political and policy dialogue. The EU needs however to set clear benchmarks 
in order to evaluate the ongoing political and economic reform process.

CVs of all participating MEPs can be found at 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/dase/home.html

For further information please contact: EU office , Yangon, 95 1 537 823
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