
PRESS STATEMENT

DELEGATION VISIT OF EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S SUBCOMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO TURKEY

21 December 2012

A delegation of the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights, composed of Barbara 
Lochbihler (Chair of the Delegation, Greens/Germany), and Marie-Christine Vergiat (GUE/NGL/France),
conducted a three-day visit to Turkey 19-21 December.  The visit included meetings with government 
officials, Members of the Turkish Grand National Assembly, civil society groups as well as Turkey’s recently 
appointed Chief Ombudsman, with a focus on Turkey’s human rights situation and the humanitarian crisis 
resulting from the Syrian crisis. The MEPs held discussions on the constitutional process, recent legislative 
developments and upcoming reforms, including the 4th judicial package. They visited the container camp at 
Kilis on the Syrian border and held discussions with representatives of the Syrian citizens who live outside 
the established camps. Following the meetings, the Members of the delegation

1. Recall the Commission’s progress report and the General Affairs Council Conclusions of 11 
December 2012 on Turkey, including the critical remarks and numerous challenges on human 
rights; welcome the ongoing exchanges in the framework of the positive agenda, including on 
topics related to Chapters 23 and 24;

2. While fully endorsing the earlier decision to cancel the meeting of the EU-Turkey Joint 
Parliamentary Committee due in the second half of 2012, underline the importance of maintaining 
intense interparliamentary contacts during the upcoming presidencies;

3. Encourage further transparent, cross-party and inclusive deliberations in the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly on the constitutional process with the involvement of civil society;

4. Welcome the recent establishment of the Ombudsman institution and Turkey’s National Human 
Rights Institution (NHRI) but emphasise that real benefits and progress in line with their 
competences and mandate can only be achieved by their independent and effective functioning at 
the service of protecting human rights;  encourage holding the first official meeting of the NHRI as 
well as constructive exchanges and sharing of best practices for these institutions through close 
international cooperation; 

5. Stress that further commitments from the government on the reform of the judiciary are essential 
to guarantee the effective protection of human rights in Turkey; hope that the forthcoming 4th 
judiciary package delivers tangible improvements on the freedom of expression and media as well 
as anti-terror legislation; this could contribute to bringing Turkey’s legislative framework in line 
with jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights; 

6. Note that the adoption of a comprehensive, credible and accountable national human rights action 
plan would constitute a significant step forward; welcome the adoption of relevant legislation on 
women’s rights but note that further efforts are needed to address worrying trends, in particular to 
combat violence against women and to increase the participation of women in political and public 
life, as well as in the labour market;



7. Emphasise the dire humanitarian emergency resulting from the Syrian crisis and acknowledge the 
important efforts undertaken by the Turkish government to tackle the situation of Syrian citizens 
fleeing their country; note that further efforts are needed to adequately address the growing 
challenges, including the legislative aspects of dealing with the status of Syrian citizens by adopting 
the Law on Foreigners and International Protection;

8. Call on EU institutions, EU Member States and the international community to step up efforts, in 
cooperation with the relevant UN agencies, humanitarian NGOS and the Turkish authorities, in 
order to find workable solutions to enhance delivery of humanitarian aid; note in this context that 
the fragile situation of the large number of Syrian citizens waiting but unable to cross the borders 
and those staying in Turkey outside refugee camps also needs to be addressed.
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