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Barbara Lochbihler (Greens, Germany - Chair of the DROI Delegation) and Marie-Christine 
Vergiat (GUE, France) participated in a 3-day visit to Ankara and the Southern Turkey/Syria 
border region (the city of Gaziantep and the Kilis container camp on the Syrian border in Kilis 
province). 

Overall assessment of the delegation visit

ANKARA
Very busy schedule of meetings, timely and highly relevant discussions in the light of 
ongoing political and legislative developments in Turkey, the situation in Syria, as well 
as political expectations of the Irish presidency regarding the accession process. Members 
also met with several groups of civil society activists, journalists and academics to have a 
comprehensive spectrum of views on current issues, legislative and political developments 
and the human rights situation. In most meetings, discussions also focused on minority rights 
and the Kurdish issue. 

The visit included the following meetings:

Government officials

Mr Egmen BAGIS - Minister for EU Affairs
Discussions focused on the issues below

 Turkey is hoping to return to the "normal process" of enlargement and expects 
progress under the Irish presidency. Mr Bagis repeatedly emphasised the lack of clear 
criteria and benchmarks to open Chapter 23 (fundamental rights)
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 He stressed that Turkey remained committed to the reforms, (e.g. the 4th judicial 
package) but noted that the EU and all its institutions have a "credibility problem" in 
Turkey and “now Turkey can look elsewhere, to regions growing in prosperity”
(referring to the EU's crisis and Turkey's growing economic and political clout)

 Terrorism remains a serious problem and challenge for Turkey, the EU should show 
sensitivity and support on this issue.

A short press point was held after the meeting. 

Ms Askin ASAN - Deputy Minister for Family and Social Affairs (minister Ms Fatma 
SAHIN was unavailable due to budget talks in the parliament) 
Discussions focused on the points below

 The ministry remains committed to reforms (increased budget, project-based 
programmes, new legislation), progress is slow but exists, the big challenge is to close 
the gap between adopted legislation and implementation.

 Women's participation in public life, politics and the labour market (special 
programme on entrepreneurship), violence against women still remain problematic but 
are addressed through targeted programmes as well as legislative measures.

 MEPs encouraged further efforts and regretted that the ministry changed its name 
from "Ministry for women and family affairs" to "Ministry of family and social 
affairs".

High level officials of the Ministry of Justice - Mr Kenan Özdemir, Vice Undersecretary, 
Mr Sener Dalyan, Head of HR Dpt) 
Discussions focused on:

 Turkey's reform efforts (3rd and forthcoming 4th judicial package)
 Turkey's preparedness in light of the progress report and the accession process 

(Chapters 23 and 24 on fundamental rights and, justice and home affairs)
 Turkey's international legal obligations, case law of the ECtHR
 EU support 
 pre-trial detentions and prison conditions
 access to justice
 training of judges and lawyers
 use of excessive force by police and law enforcement authorities (only a day before 

the delegation visit a student was hospitalised with life-threatening injuries suffered in 
violent clashes with the police following protests at the Ankara-based Middle East 
Technical University)

Turkish Grand National Assembly

Mehmet Tekelioglu, Chair of the EU Harmonisation Committee (and selected Members 
of the Committee)
Exchanges focused on legislative work (judicial packages) and the new HR institutions but 
also on political questions such as the "balance" between HR and security (terrorism), 
minority rights and language use in schools. 
MP Yusuf Ziya Irbec also touched upon the ICC and the Rome Statute. An invitation to the 
Symposium on Terrorism in February was repeatedly extended to the EP. 
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Sefer Üstün, Chair of the Human Rights Investigations Committee 
Exchanges on current issues, the new HR institutions in Turkey and ongoing investigations 
(Uludere/Roboski massacre) and fact-finding field visits (e.g. Izmir prison). Mr Üstün insisted 
that Turkey "has really changed" as a result of institutional developments but also his 
committee's work on meaningful investigations into the most serious HR violations. (The 
Committee is entrusted to deal with a very high number of applications for investigations a 
year).

Political parties (opposition BDP and CHP)
These more informal discussions focused on constitutional process, the Kurdish issue, 
freedom of expression and the press, the new HR institutions, links and dynamics between the 
reform efforts in Turkey and the EU accession process. Although the two parties have very 
different backgrounds and appeal to different voters, the discussions reflected remarkable 
convergence on issues of democracy, the constitutional process and human rights. 

New human rights institutions
With a view to exchanges on the newly created HR institutions, a meeting with the recently 
elected (and heavily criticised) Chief Ombudsman (Mehmet Nihat Ömeroglu) and 5 
Ombudsmen also took place (one of the first official meetings of this new institution with EU 
side). 
The EU should support positive institutional developments but the independence and 
impartial functioning of the institution at the service of citizens will be put to the test through 
its decisions. The legislative framework of the Ombudsman institution is largely adequate but 
the real test will be its functioning in practice. The 5 Ombudsmen will be in charge of 
designated areas and also look forward to international cooperation with other Ombudsmen 
and the EU institutions.
Mr Ömeorglu is a former judge of the Court of Cassation and was involved in controversial 
ruling on "insulting Turkishness" over the Hrant Dink case, while also criticised for his close 
links to the ruling AKP party. 

The EP delegation met two board members of the new National Human Rights Institution
(with academic and civil society backgrounds) who took part in discussions together with 
other NGO representatives.
The EP delegation encouraged the NHRI to hold its first official meeting and to make further 
efforts to meet the challenging criteria as set out by the Paris principles for national HR 
institutions on independence, impartiality and funding (bearing in mind that currently only 10 
of the 27 Member States of the EU have a fully Paris Principles-compliant NHRI). 

Meetings with a wide cross-section of civil society groups provided further insight into the 
current trends of human rights and key political issues, such as the constitutional process, 
judicial reform, minority rights, freedom of religion and belief, women's rights and the state 
of play and prospects of EU accession talks (notably the crucial chapters 23 and 24 on 
fundamental rights and the judiciary). Civil society representatives broadly shared the view 
that the HR situation in Turkey is in regression. They voiced critical opinions on a wide range 
of issues, sometimes questioning the sincerity of the government’s willingness (or its ability) 
to undertake reforms.

Main concerns highlighted:
 lack of progress and even deterioration of HRs during last couple of years;
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 lack of commitment from government at highest level, including PM's remarks on 
separation of powers, women's situation and rights, minority rights;

 challenge for the EU to maintain its attractiveness for Turkish society.

KILIS container camp/GAZIANTEP
Timely visit to the border region and the refugee camp both in terms of fact finding and 
passing messages, in light of the rapidly evolving refugee situation on both sides of the border 
and EU efforts to step up humanitarian aid. A meeting with the Governor of Kilis, 
representatives of the Syrian refugees in the camp and also of their urban associations were 
arranged.

Turkey has opened its borders to refugees fleeing from violence in their Syria and has so far 
given shelter to nearly 153,000 people (data from December 2012), according to official 
figures, while around 80,000 stay in urban areas. A total of 13 tent cities have been 
established in Turkey, in addition to the container camp in Kilis, while several new ones are 
under construction.

The Turkish preparedness and efforts at the Kilis container camp are adequate or 
even impressive (including the facilities for meetings, education, religious practice and child 
care); although it is clear that the situation of refugees is particularly dire on the Syrian side 
and in the Turkish urban areas (unregistered Syrian refugees falling outside any state-
provided social protection). Meetings with Syrian representatives at the Kilis camp and the 
representatives of their urban associations provided truly unique insights into the situation and 
the challenges for Turkey and the international community. 

In Turkey the specific challenges include:
 stepping up cooperation with NGOs and relevant UN agencies (UNHCR, UN World 

Food Programme)
 situation of urban refugees, an often forgotten group (numbers are at least 80,000); 

they are unregistered and fall outside the protection offered to those staying in camps;
 legal status of refugees: legislative aspects of dealing with the status of Syrian citizens 

is not yet clear, the Law on Foreigners and International Protection is pending in the 
parliament, with very important potential ramifications for their rights, legal and social 
protection.

 even if Turkish preparedness and efforts deserve a lot of credit, the situation may not 
improve in Syria and a more long-term perspective and mobilising further resources 
may be necessary.

For the EU and Member States, the main challenge remains identifying the most effective 
channels and appropriate partner organisations to support refugees. Further bureaucratic 
hurdles to assist Turkey also exist (due to the lack of legislative framework in Turkey and EU 
rules on humanitarian aid).

Following the visit to Kilis, a press conference was held in Gaziantep with local and regional 
media. 
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