
PRESS STATEMENT

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S HUMAN RIGHTS DELEGATION TO YEMEN

SANA’A, 3 MAY 2012

Delegation of European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights, composed of Barbara Lochbihler 
(Chair of the Delegation, Greens/Germany), Richard Howitt (S&D/United Kingdom) and Cristian Preda 
(EPP/Romania), conducted a two-day visit to Yemen 2-3 May.  The visit included meetings with 
representatives of the Yemeni Government, Parliament, UN Secretary General’s Special Adviser, political 
parties, civil society groups as well as representatives of youth camped at the Change Square in Sana’a. The 
MEPs heard testimonies of victims of human rights violations, and visited Sana’a Central Prison to meet 
with prisoners sentenced to death as juveniles. Following the meetings, the Members of the Delegation

1. Strongly welcome the EU’s role in the political process leading up to and following on from the 
GCC-brokered transitional agreement, welcoming the leading role played by the EU amongst the 
international community in outreach to elements of society excluded from the original political 
agreement; press for the EU to continue playing a leading role in support of reforms to promote 
respect for human rights;

2. Call for immediate release of all political detainees in conformity with the GCC-brokered 
transitional agreement and as an essential step towards creating an atmosphere where a genuine 
national dialogue can take place;

3. Call for genuine efforts to be made to involve youth groups in the national dialogue process, which 
means listening to and acting on their demands to demonstrate good faith;

4. Give the strongest support for the need to pass a transitional justice law including provisions 
necessary to achieve truth and genuine reconciliation, with appropriate reparations for victims; call 
for accelerated efforts to set up the national commission to investigate abuses committed during 
the 2011 protests, based on strict adherence to international standards in line with UN Human 
Rights Council resolution; and urge that all those responsible for violations of human rights – at all 
levels of society and without bias – are prosecuted;

5. Encourage and support the important work of the UN Secretary General’s Special Adviser and the 
setting up of a local office for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in Yemen;

6. Support the national unity government’s efforts in the area of security sector reform; and recognise 
the necessity of achieving clear and unified accountability structures in military and security 
services under civilian control as a means to improve human rights situation in Yemen;

7. Urge the Yemeni Government and Parliament to take the necessary action to introduce minimum 
age for marriage to end the practice of child marriages;

8. Call for mercy for Waleed Hussein Haikal, and others sentenced to death as juveniles; insist that 
juvenile cases are treated as a distinct category in the justice system; express deep and profound 
concern at the extensive use of the death penalty; support the government’s plans to limit the 



scope of the death penalty in the legal code, but emphasize that this should be the first step 
towards abolition of capital punishment;

9. Recognise the dire humanitarian emergency within Yemen and call on EU Member States and the 
international community to honour and enhance their pledges in full at the forthcoming Friends of 
Yemen and Donors conferences;

10. Emphasize the importance of constitutional reform, strongly support the proposed 30% women’s 
quota in the Parliament and express interest in EU sharing our experience and providing technical 
assistance towards its achievement; support the efforts of the Minister of Human Rights to 
establish a national action plan on human rights, including a strong women’s rights dimension.
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