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Brussels, 7 February 2011

Feedback of the Ad hoc delegation to Tunisia 3-6 February

In the words of the Prime Minister of Tunisia this was the first 
parliamentary delegation that he has received since taking office o 
few days earlier. It was also the first high level political delegation 
from the EU, a visit of the HR/VP is expected in the middle of 
February. The 12 Member delegation had been set up at very short 
notice, following the departure of former President on January 14 and 
the decision of the Conference of Presidents on January 20 to 
incorporate the already planed DROI delegation into a larger ad hoc 
delegation. All the meetings where chaired in a consensual fashion by 
Mr Panzeri (Chair D-MAG) and Mr Salafranca, with Ms Hauatala 
taking the lead in the discussions with the civil society. As will be 
seen from the attached press release the delegation was able to unite 
around key-messages of support to the democratic transition, the 
development of civil society and the unfolding of the process leading 
to elections.

The delegation was able to take note of the wide open debate 
concerning the holding of elections. Whilst many support the idea of 
sticking with the existing Constitution and holding a Presidential 
election within 45 days, others consider that it will be more 
appropriate to undertake some kind of a constituent process so that 
elections are held on the basis of knowing the powers of the 
President, Parliament etc. Some also called for the local elections to 
be held first pointing out that the new government had just appointed 
a number of regional governors with strong links to the "previous 



regime". In most ministries and the media power has not really 
completely changed hands.

It should be born in mind that this remarkable and sometimes 
inspiring process is evolving against a background of economic 
collapse with tourism having slumped by 40% already and the 
Foreign Minister calling for a 500 million Euro urgent aid package. 
Given that youth unemployment, which was the original spark of the 
revolution is already around 40% to 50% it is clear that the likelihood 
of deep social tensions remains. Indeed while the delegation was in 
Tunis, demonstrations were ongoing and during the weekend
demonstrators were shot dead by police in another city. The
delegation could also note the varying degrees of mistrust between the 
government and the opposition parties, NGOs etc. 

The delegation visit was timely but also politically valuable with 
some of the interlocutors critical of the passivity of the EU in period 
prior to the revolution, Mr Salafranca referred however to the various 
resolutions of the Parliament on human rights in Tunisia and Ms 
Hautala mentioned the various hearings in DROI. 

All the MEPs referred to the need for a profound review of the
neighbourhood policy with a more central role to democracy and 
human rights and a redoubling of efforts in the EIDHR framework.
Clearly, in spite of all the problems, Tunisia represents the best 
chance for an Arab country to make a peaceful transition to 
democracy and this new context will represent a challenge not only to 
the Maghreb delegation and EMPA but will in due course involve the 
preparation of an election observation mission with possible input 
from the OPPD. Ms Hautala and others digested the message from the 
government that efforts to support democracy coming from the UN, 
US and the EU etc needed some kind of coordination. 
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