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15.2. Qatar: situation of migrant workers (debate) 
 

Olli Rehn, Vice-President of the Commission 

 

The situation of migrant workers in Qatar requires significant improvement in line with ILO 

conventions and in collaboration with the countries of origin of foreign workers, especially as 

regards the implementation of existing legislation.  

 
The precarious situation of foreign migrant workers employed in Qatar undoubtedly calls for 

urgent measures as well as for longer-term reflections on the current sponsorship system to 

make it more flexible and respectful of individual rights.  

 

The initiative of the Qatar authorities to conduct a thorough investigation into these 

allegations is a welcome step. We look forward to its conclusions, which should help the 

authorities to address the shortcomings. The European Union also welcomes the 

announcement made by the Qatar 2022 Supreme Committee a few days ago that it will force 

companies involved in building projects for the World Cup 2022 to guarantee welfare 

standards for workers, and we will closely monitor further developments.  

 

Successfully addressing shortcomings will ultimately require constructive cooperation 

between local authorities, governments of countries of origin, recruitment agencies and the 

private sector. It is of paramount importance that the World Cup 2022 act as a catalyst for 

social change, including by improving both compliance with labour rights and the living 

conditions of migrant workers. 

 

To conclude, football is an essential element; a core part of contemporary European culture 

and a way of life. I declare particular interest on this matter. I am not a football fan. For me, it 

is a way of life. 

 

As a former active footballer and football official, and a current veteran player, I see this as a 

litmus test for FIFA and for the European representatives at FIFA. 

 

It is essential that FIFA aim at fair play: not only on the pitch but also on building sites and in 

the conditions of migrant workers. 

 


