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The North-South Centre  
The North-South Centre (NSC) of the Council of Europe (CoE) has been promoting, for the 
past 20 years, dialogue and understanding between CoE member States and neighbouring 
States from the Mediterranean basin and Africa through its Intercultural Dialogue, Education 
and Youth programmes. Through studies, debates, workshops,  and through its training and 
pedagogical support scheme, the Centre brings together actors from different horizons and 
countries to work on issues of common interest and encouraging networking to share 
expertise and good practices. The new statutory resolution of the North-South Centre, 
adopted by the CoE Committee of Ministers in May 2011, confirms that the Centre will 
pursue its task as an interface between the Council of Europe and countries in neighbouring 
regions, by offering them a platform for structured cooperation at different levels 
(governments, parliamentarians, local and regional authorities, civil society). 

 



      

  

 

 

2 

NSC strategy for Global Education  

The NSC global education work is based on the conviction that global education is a holistic 
“education that opens people’s eyes and minds to the realities of the world, and awakens 
them to bring about a world of greater justice, equity and human rights for all”. 
 

Building on long-standing NSC work for the promotion of global education in Europe and 
beyond, the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers adopted on 5 May 2011 a 
Recommendation for Global Interdependency and Solidarity [CM/Rec(2011)4] , the first ever 
European legal standard on global education reaching out to its 47 member states and giving 
guidance on how global education can play a more prominent role in educational policy  

making and reforms and how to develop relevant strategies for the enhancement of global 
education in formal and non-formal educations settings. This Recommendation is the 
culmination of NSC guiding principle and work developed so far in the field of awareness-
raising and education in Europe about global interdependency and the idea of a fair 
development based on sustainability and solidarity, somehow, the basis of global education. 

 

Furthermore, this Recommendation on global education is considered by the Committee of 
Ministers as complementary to the Council of Europe’s European Charter on Education for 
Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education [CM/Rec(2010)7], which enjoys a 
strong support by the member states and the respective national authorities dealing with 
education, i.e. Ministries of Education, which advises systematically on actions at national 
level that need to be taken in the field formal education, higher and vocational education, 
democratic governance in educational institutions, (teacher) training, evaluation and research, 
role of NGO etc. 
 

Following the launch of the NSC’s pedagogical material “Global Education Guidelines” in 
2008 – a specific programme for capacity building measures has been developed by the NSC, 
which includes both e-learning/on-line trainings and residential training opportunities with a 
global outreach for educators and practitioners. Currently the “Global Education Guidelines” 
exits in six languages (EN, FR, ES, PT, SL, RO). 
 
Throughout the NSC’s support for policy making, awareness-raising and capacity-building 
actions, an inclusive working methodology involving the full participation of its international 
key partners (government representatives, civil society actors etc.) has always been essential. 
This consultative and advice-giving approach has geared the NSC in the drafting processes of 
its global education policy documents as well as in the development of its pedagogical tools. 
 
At European level, such cooperation became evident with NSC participation within the Multi 
Stakeholder Steering Group on Development Education involving European main actors in 
global education and development education, which work culminated with the drafting of the 
“European Consensus on Development: the Contribution of Development Education & 
Awareness Raising 2007” and later on the “European Development Education Monitoring 
Report 2010” (the DE Watch). Conversely, representatives of the European Multi 
Stakeholder Steering Group on Development Education have been invited to the drafting 
process of the Council of Europe’s Recommendation on Education for Global 
Interdependence and Solidarity during the three year long consultative process for the 
drafting and finalisation of the recommendation. 
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More recently, the NSC and the European Commission (DGDEVCO), through a joint 
management agreement, have successfully developed a programme to raise European public 
awareness of global interdependence and solidarity through global education and 
development education in the new EU member States. With the support of key national and 
European partners, national and regional seminars gathering main national stakeholders have 
been organised in each country for an assessment of the state of the art of global education in  
all 12 new EU member States. The meetings have provided the opportunity for national 
stakeholders in the field of global education to identify needs and priorities and to reflect on a 
plan of action for the promotion and support of global education - and ultimately a national 
strategy (or equivalent) for global education. 
 
 
Towards an European strategy on education for Global Citizenship 

 
Pan-European Conference 
Building on the NSC work accomplished so far in terms of conceptualising global education, 
strengthening it with a new political framework, mapping of the ‘state of the art’ and needs of 
global education in Central and Easter European countries and providing new pedagogical 
tools for global education practitioners etc., a pan-European conference on global 
education is foreseen to be organised in 2012 which will establish the priorities on global 
education actions in Europe for the coming years. The conference is organised ten years after 
the adoption of the “Maastricht Declaration 2002”, that established a framework for a global 
education strategy in Europe to 2015, and will evaluate and follow-up on the commitments 
made at that time. Furthermore, the conference in 2012 will serve as a consultative forum for 
developing a concrete ‘road-map’ for implementation of the newly adopted Council of 
Europe’s Recommendation on education for global interdependence and solidarity.  
 
Curriculum 
The upcoming pan-European conference give an excellent momentum to involve key 
stakeholders to work on the integration of global education into formal education through the 
establishment of a process leading to a curriculum design in view of integrating global 
education methodology in formal educational settings. The results attained so far through 
the work accomplished by European stakeholders (CoE, NSC, GENE, Concord/DEEEP, YFJ, 
national educational authorities etc) set the ideal basis to collectively work on this curriculum 
design in collaboration with identified international curriculum design experts. 
 
Such curricula reform should, inter alia: 
 

- foster the integration of global education at all levels of formal education as well as 
the level of vocational education and training using the existing pedagogical tools, 
capacity-building schemes and policy frameworks abovementioned; 

- promote research and comparative studies on innovative practices, teaching 
methods, evaluation systems (criteria and indicators) among all stakeholders from 
formal and non-formal education sector as well as higher education and vocational 
training; 

- safeguard a learning environment which values multiperspectivity and democratic 
governance through the participation of learners and educators and parents. 
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Furthermore, the existing European political channels - namely the European Parliament’s 
committees on Education, Development and Human Rights; the Council of Europe’s 
Directorate of Education and the NSC quadrilogue structure involving national ministries and  
parliaments, representatives if regional and local authorities and civil society organisations; 
as well as the existing networks dealing with specifically development education, global 
education or education for democratic citizenship, could also contribute to the reforms 
towards a new curricula that would “empower citizens to understand, participate and 
interact critically with their local and global surroundings, and to face the challenges of a 
changing society as responsible citizens of an increasingly interdependent world”, thus 
contributing to a human rights based approach to development. 
 
European institutions 
The format of the Joint Management Agreement signed between the North-South centre of 
the Council of Europe and the European Commission could serve as a work frame for 
European institutions working on relevant educational reforms based on the 
Commission’s DEAR study and on the Council of Europe’s recently adopted 
Recommendations on global education and education for democratic citizenship and human 
rights education which set the parameters for a human-rights based approach education which 
fosters knowledge, personal and social competences to deal with local and global realities, 
while dealing with diversity. 
 
Furthermore, the outcomes of the European Commission’s DEAR Study confirms the results 
and experiences gained during the NSC’s implementation of the Joint Management 
Agreement programme for the new EU members states, in particular as regard the need of 
putting in place an effective co-ordination mechanisms at national level and to provide 
consistent national frameworks for global education. Continuous dialogue among 
(national) stakeholders and policy-makers and to promote different constellations of multi-
stakeholder groupings has also been identified as another key aspect for enhancing global 
education in the member states. In addition, the European and global partnerships and a 
multi-actor dimension have gained an increasingly important role in the success of 
implementing good quality global education actions. Given the shared values and similar 
objectives of the two European intuitions in field of global education - and in line with the 
Memorandum of Understanding signed between the European Union and the Council of 
Europe in 2007 where education is pointed out as a priority area for joint action - further 
efforts should be made to draw benefits from the other’s respective strengths and comparative 
advantages, competences and expertise and to undertake some of the above mentioned issued 
in future joint programmes.  
 
GE/DE educational resources and support services  
From the national and regional seminars that have been implemented in the last two years in 
the framework of the Joint Management Agreements, the results from meetings clearly point 
to the need of intensified capacity building measures and developing and promoting 
educational resources in the field of global education, such as the production of up-to-date 
teaching materials relevant to the existing context(s). Moreover, the inclusion of global 
education in existing training national/international training structures and programmes (for 
policy-makers, curricula designers, teachers etc) was underlined as an very important aspect 
and to make sure to make real use of those. The important role of, and the and support for 
NGO’s work in this field was another element of importance and the fact that there is a need 
to establish a regular Global Education Forum for training, capacity building and exchange of 
pedagogical materials for trainers and teachers (in formal and non-formal education) in the 
field. The establishment of a monitoring and evaluation system of educational resources and 
support services would also be helpful in this regard.  
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Through an active parliamentarian representation at the NSC Executive Committee, the 
decision-making statutory organ of the Centre integrating four parliamentarians, two of 
whom designated by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, and two of whom 
designated by the European Parliament, the NSC would benefit from the necessary support 
for its new mandate gaining a true European dimension.  
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