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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the Union's resources must be managed in line with the principles of
transparency and good governance; notes the Court of Auditor's finding that the increase
in the rate of material errors in Heading 4 for the 2012 financial year is owed to a change
in the sampling approach that now includes the clearing of advances paid in previous year;

2. Supports all of the Court of Auditors recommendation with regard to Heading 4, in
particular for the improvement of supervisory and control systems with regard to the
clearing of advances, while recalling that the Union's external assistance is implemented
partly by entities external to the Union, often under difficult conditions, including crises
and conflicts, and requires a certain amount of adaptability, flexibility, and speed to be
effective; is, nevertheless, concerned about the results and impact of existing controls and
urges the European Commission to strengthen them to improve the results and
effectiveness of European assistance implemented by third parties of which, during the
fiscal year 2012, 796 million euros are provided as budgetary support and 1.4 billion euros
to international organisations; asks the Commission to provide more information on the
management of these funds in recipient countries and organisations;

3. Welcomes the considerable improvements DG ELARG has implemented with regard to
its internal controls which reduced the occurrence of errors compared to 2011; also
welcomes the progress achieved by the Service for Foreign Policy Instruments and DG
ECHO;

4. Supports the Commission's continuing efforts to shift from an input-based to a
performance- and impact-oriented approach and urges the adoption of specific,
measurable, achievable, relevant and timed benchmarks for all programmes in Heading 4
as advocated by the Court of Auditors; expresses its hope that these programmes will not
be affected by the same shortcomings as those audited in this year's report;

5. Notes the problems the Court of Auditors has identified with regard to the management of
social allowances and urges the Commission to implement all recommendations;
welcomes the steps the Commission has taken so far and encourages it to speed up the
roll-out of its new programme to resolve it.

6. Recalls its recommendation to re-use materials utilised in election observation missions in
other such missions or EU delegations in order to reduce their budgetary impact and
maximise the use of budgetary resources;



PE524.543v02-00 4/4 AD\1018770EN.doc

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 11.2.2014

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

42
0
5

Members present for the final vote Sir Robert Atkins, Bastiaan Belder, Hiltrud Breyer, Elmar Brok,
Michael Gahler, Marietta Giannakou, Andrzej Grzyb, Takis
Hadjigeorgiou, Richard Howitt, Tunne Kelam, Nicole Kiil-Nielsen,
Andrey Kovatchev, Paweł Robert Kowal, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler,
Eduard Kukan, Vytautas Landsbergis, Krzysztof Lisek, Sabine Lösing,
Marusya Lyubcheva, Willy Meyer, Francisco José Millán Mon, María
Muñiz De Urquiza, Annemie Neyts-Uyttebroeck, Norica Nicolai, Ria
Oomen-Ruijten, Justas Vincas Paleckis, Pier Antonio Panzeri, Ioan
Mircea Paşcu, Tonino Picula, Bernd Posselt, Hans-Gert Pöttering,
Cristian Dan Preda, José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra, Werner
Schulz, Sophocles Sophocleous, Laurence J.A.J. Stassen, Davor Ivo
Stier, Charles Tannock, Eleni Theocharous, Geoffrey Van Orden, Sir
Graham Watson, Boris Zala

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Kinga Gál, Doris Pack, Janusz Władysław Zemke

Substitute(s) under Rule 187(2) present
for the final vote

Ivari Padar, Dubravka Šuica


