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Maritime Security Dimension of CSDP

Opportunities & Challenges for the European Union



SIPRI report for the French Ministry of Defence



SIPRI report on maritime trafficking published January 2012 



 VMID contains approximately 2500 trafficking incidents & 
15,000+ vessel profile-related reports

 Flag history, ownership, voyage records, vessel type, age & 
safety inspection data & accident reports



• Maritime transportation dominates international trade in licit and 
illicit goods

• Sea transport plays major role in global narcotics and related
chemical precursor flows

• Majority of smuggled tobacco, oil & counterfeit goods transported
via sea

• Primary means of delivering shipments of conventional weapons
to actors in regional and inter-state conflicts in Africa and the 
Middle East

• Majority of seizures and suspect shipments of military equipment
and dual use goods (WMD) originating from or destined for Iran 
and DPRK



Top 15 flag states for Category I vessels



Port State Control (PSC) inspections conducted to ensure national & 
international safety, environmental & labour-related standards are adhered to.

Port State Control (PSC) is most diligent and sophisticated within North
America and Europe where U.S. Coast Guard and Paris Memorandum of 
Understanding (Paris MoU)-related authorities profile vessels for 
inspection and publish ”blacklists” or ”target lists” of under-performing flag 
states.



The safety-smuggling nexus: quantitative analysis

A majority of the most prominent Category I vessel flag states have been 
profiled for port state control inspection for 7 or more years on the basis of past 
poor performance for the perod 2000 - 2010



The safety-smuggling nexus: qualitative analysis

• Within VMID, 87% of vessels assessed as category I ships
have a poor or very poor port state control inspection record, 
where such records exist.

• Category I ships tend to have been involved in collisions, or 
pollution incidents or structural failure incidents.

• As a consequence they have significant PSC-related
deficiency/detention records when subject to thorough PSC 
inspection



Similar safety nexus observered with Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated fishing (IUU) vessels





Recommendations

• Sustainable holistic approach

• At the core: human security, governance & development

• Imperative need to revise the EU approach to maritime 
safety and security
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