
1

Statement of

Professor Dr. Yann-huei Song

Before the Committee on Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 

Security and Defence

European Parliament, Brussels

7 March 2013

Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Subcommittee, my fellow 

speakers, ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today to discuss 

military and security situation in the South China Sea. 

I am a research fellow at the Institute of European and American Studies, 

and a joint research fellow at the Center for Asia-Pacific Research Study 

of Academia Sinica in Taipei, Taiwan. Although I am advising a number 

of government agencies in Taiwan on legal and policy issues relating to 

the sovereignty and maritime disputes in the East and South China Seas 

as well as other legal and policy matters, I am appearing today in my 

personal capacity.

As you all know, the South China Sea is one of the most conflict-prone 

regions in current world affairs. The South China Sea dispute is between 

the five ASEAN member states (namely, Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the 

Philippines, and Vietnam), the People’s Republic of China (China), and 

the Republic of China (Taiwan). In the process of strengthening their 

sovereignty and maritime claims, these countries are making efforts to 

enhance their civil and military capacities by increasing military spending 

and arms procurement.

As tensions continue to escalate in the South China Sea, there have 

already been seen some negative effect on the development of 

relationships between and among the countries that border this 

semi-enclosed sea, together with a risk to disrupt peace and stability in 

the Asia-Pacific region. The overall situation in the South China Sea is 

indeed worrisome. 
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The South China Sea is a part of the Pacific Ocean, encompassing an area 

from the Singapore and Malacca Straits to the Taiwan Strait of around 

3,500,000 km². This sea is located South of mainland China and Taiwan; 

West of the Philippines; North West of Sabah (Malaysia), Sarawak 

(Malaysia) and Brunei; North of Indonesia; North East of the Malay 

peninsula (Malaysia) and Singapore; and East of Vietnam.

The South China Sea is the world’s 64 large marine ecosystems (LME), 

which are natural regions of ocean space encompassing coastal waters 

from river basins and estuaries to the seaward boundary of continental 

shelves and the outer margins of coastal currents. Fish and other living 

resources are heavily exploited in this LME, which is also facing serious 

environmental and pollution problems as a result of rapid economic 

development and a growing population in the coastal areas of the 

bordering countries.

The South China Seas is also one of the world’s semi-enclosed seas, 

which are “surrounded by two or more States and connected to another 

sea of the ocean by a narrow outlet or consisting entirely or primarily of 

the territorial seas and exclusive economic zones of two or more coastal 

States.” Since all of the countries that border the South China Sea, with 

the exception of Taiwan and Cambodia, are parties to the 1982 United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (LOS Convention), they bear 

the obligation to cooperate with each other in the exercise of their rights 

and in the performance of their duties under this Convention. 

Under Article 123 of the LOS Convention, the South China Sea bordering 

countries are required: (1) to coordinate the management, conservation, 

exploration and exploitation of the living resources; (2) to coordinate the 

implementation of their rights and duties with respect to the protection 

and preservation of the marine environment; (3) to coordinate their 

scientific research policies and undertake where appropriate joint 

programmes of scientific research; and (4) to invite, as appropriate, other 

interested countries or international organizations to cooperate with them 

for the implementation of this article in the South China Sea area.

The South China Sea is important fishing grounds for the surrounding 

countries. The livelihood of millions of people relies on this body of 
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water for a sustainable source of marine production. In addition to 

fisheries resources, the South China Sea is believed to hold huge oil and 

gas reserves beneath their seabed. U.S. Energy Information 

Administration estimates that the South China Sea contains 

approximately 11 billion barrels of oil and 190 trillion cubic feet of 

natural gas in proved and probable reserves. Conventional hydrocarbons 

mostly reside in undisputed areas in the South China Sea. In November 

2012, the Chinese National Offshore Oil Company estimated that the 

South China Sea holds around 125 billion barrels of oil and 500 trillion 

cubic feet of natural gas in undiscovered resources. 

The main sea routes of the South China Seas are heavily used by the 

bordering countries to ship goods to Southeast Asia, and through the 

Straits of Malacca, to the Indian Ocean and to the Atlantic coast. The 

trade routes of the Far East-North America, North Europe-Far East, and 

Far East-Mediterranean, including routes of the South China Sea, provide

30% of the global shipping services that enable goods to move between 

ports along the many trade routes of the world. China and Japan, the first 

and fifth largest energy consumers in the world, rely on the routes of the 

South China Sea to ship crude oil imports from the Middle East. 

Because the shipping routes in the South China Sea are so important to 

the global trade, there have been seen increasing concerns about shipping 

and maritime security, freedom of navigation, and in general 

peace/stability in the area by countries that are not bordering the South 

China Seas, such as Australia, Canada, Japan, India, New Zealand, and 

the United States. The European Union has also started to consider what 

role it can play to help manage potential conflicts in the South China Sea

area.

Sovereignty and maritime disputes in the South China Sea raise a number 

of important international law questions that are closely related to the 

treaty obligations under the Charter of the United Nations and the LOS 

Convention with regard to settlement of disputes by peaceful means. All 

of the South China Sea bordering countries are required under Article 2 of 

the U.N. Charter to settle their disputes by peaceful means so that 

international peace, security and justice are not endangered. They should 

also refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force 
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against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in 

any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations. In 

accordance with Article 279 of the LOS Convention, they should settle 

any dispute between them concerning the interpretation or application of 

this Convention by peaceful means in accordance with Article 2, 

paragraph 3, of the U.N. Charter, and to this end, should seek a solution 

by the means referred to in Article 33, paragraph 1, of the Charter, which 

include negotiation, enquiry, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judicial 

settlement, resort to regional agencies or arrangements, or other peaceful 

means of their own choice. Under Article 301 of the LOS Convention, in 

exercising their rights and performing their duties under this Convention, 

the countries that border the South China Sea should refrain from any 

threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political 

independence of any country, or in any other manner inconsistent with the 

principles of international law embodied in the U.N. Charter.

Today, I would like to discuss the political and security situation in the 

South China Sea by addressing the following subjects: 

(1) Major factors that trigger conflict in the South China Sea;

(2) Increasing Chinese assertive moves;

(3) Actions or counter-actions taken by the Philippines; 

(4) Actions or counter-actions taken by Vietnam;

(5) Actions or counter-actions taken by Taiwan;

(6) Increasing U.S. concern and involvement;

(7) Increasing military spending and arms procurement; 

(8) Increasing involvement of external powers; 

(9) Pushing for an early conclusion of a regional code of conduct; 

(10) Increasing need for Taiwan’s participation;
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(11)  Increasing U.S. Congressional support for Taiwan;

(12)  The EU’s concern and the role it can play.

Note: I will prepare a ppt file and end my presentation within the 

allocated 15 minutes tme limit.


