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FEEDBACK NOTE 
 
 
Joint Committee meeting with National Parliaments on 'Relaunching the Single 
Market: State of Play and Challenges Ahead' 
 
On 10-11 October, the IMCO Committee, jointly with the Economic Committee of 
the Polish Sejm and the National Economy Committee of the Polish Senat held a Joint 
Committee Meeting on  'Relaunching the Single Market: State of Play and Challenges 
Ahead' with 32 Members of National Parliaments from 18 Chambers and 16 countries 
(12 Member States, 2 Candidate Countries and 2 EFTA Member States).  
 
In his welcome address, President Buzek highlighted that the Parliament will remain 
committed to the relaunch of the Single Market at the highest political level. 
 
The first debate on the 'Future of Single Market policy, including the 
novempartite initiative on the European growth' dealt with general issues, related 
to the future development of the Single Market.  
 
Most of the participants agreed that the Single Market is more needed than ever in the 
context of the economic crisis. The Single Market remains the backbone of the 
European economy and is a key prerequisite for delivering growth and jobs. The 
speakers underlined, inter alia, that more progress is needed to improve SMEs access 
to financing, to develop a true Single Market for services and to extend the Single 
Market beyond borders of the EU. 
 
The second debate on 'Consumer Protection' focused on how to increase consumer 
confidence in the Single Market. The Rapporteur Mrs Rapti presented the recent work 
of the IMCO Committee in the area of consumer protection. 
 
Participants' interventions focused, inter alia, on product safety, market surveillance 
and social rights.  
 



The third debate on 'Citizens' Mobility' dealt with challenges facing European 
citizens who wish to work abroad. The Rapporteur Mr Czerwiński highlighted the 
need to create conditions that are favourable for citizens.  
 
The participants emphasised the need to ensure decent working conditions for posted 
workers. The debate also focused on demographic challenges affecting labour markets 
in different Member States, coordination of education systems and implementation of 
the Directive 2005/36/EC on the mutual recognition of professional qualifications. 
 
The fourth debate on 'Governance of the Single Market: Partnership, 
Leadership and Enforcement' focused on how to improve the implementation and 
enforcement of Single Market Rules. The Rapporteur Mrs Kalniete underlined the 
importance of political commitment at all government levels. She invited colleagues 
from National Parliaments to help raise awareness among citizens about 'Your 
Europe' and SOLVIT.  
 
There was unanimous agreement among the participants that a dialogue between the 
European Parliament and the National Parliaments on Single Market issues is 
important in order to enhance Single Market governance. Participants' interventions 
focused, inter alia, on the importance of civil society, tools for monitoring 
implementation and impact assessments. The speakers underlined the importance of a 
broad dialogue on Single Market issues with all stakeholders. 
 
The fifth debate on 'Digital Single Market' focused on the main challenges in 
developing the Digital Single Market. The Rapporteur, Mr Mężydło underlined that 
the Single Market should meet the requirements of modern businesses and our 
citizens, by supporting e-trade and e-services. He stated that a number of different 
barriers need to be tackled in order to reap the potentially huge benefits of a Digital 
Single Market. 
 
Most of the participants agreed that trust is of key importance in bringing the Digital 
Single Market alive. The speakers also agreed that attention needs to be paid to 
privacy and data protection aspects. It was equally underlined by a number of 
participants that right incentives need to be put in place to ensure investments to new 
technologies, Other issues that were raised by the participants included the issue of 
the 'digital divide', the future of e-authentification and e-signatures and net neutrality. 
Some Members of National Parliaments presented an overview of initiatives at 
Member State level to enhance the Digital Single Market. 
 
The sixth debate on 'Public Procurement' dealt with modernisation of the EU's 
public procurement rules. The Rapporteur, Mrs Rühle presented her work on the own-
initiative report on 'Modernisation of public procurement'. She singled out legal 
uncertainty, high transaction costs for SMEs and lack of flexibility as the main 
problems with current public procurement legislation. She emphasised that the current 
legislative framework also needs to be updated in order to take into account new 
technological developments. 
 
Most of the participants emphasised the need to make public procurement rules more 
suitable for SMEs and to make them more transparent. The speakers also emphasised 
that the ongoing revision of public procurement rules needs to take into account 
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environmental concerns. The discussion focused, inter alia, on the definition of 'better 
value for money', issues of cross-border procurement and concessions. 
 
In their closing remarks the three co-chairs agreed that a dialogue between the 
European Parliament and National Parliaments on Single Market issues should be 
enhanced. Mr Harbour underlined the need to make the Single Market speak for 
citizens and consumers and the important role that the National Parliaments have in 
this process. Mr Czerwiński highlighted the will for positive action and changes 
among the participants. Mr Wyrowiński stressed the importance of continuous 
engagement with Single Market issues by the National Parliaments and the European 
Parliament. 
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