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Mr Chairman 

Members of the Committee Transport and Tourism 

 

Thank you for hearing the International Air Carrier 
Association on the new European FTL rules. 

 

My name is Erik Moyson; I am addressing you not only as 
IACA’s Director Safety & Operations, but also as chairman 
of the EASA Safety Standards Consultative Committee.  

The SSCC advises EASA on the Rulemaking Program and 
Rulemaking Tasks, and nominates experts for Rulemaking 
Groups. 

 



IACA with its 30 members providing Air Transport for 
primarily the Tourism sector, is indeed a true stakeholder 
of your respectable Committee Transport and Tourism. 

 

Precisely this privileged position is the reason why IACA 
carriers are the most severely impacted by the new 
harmonised FTL rules. 
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Since the vast majority of European consumers take 
their holidays in the summer season, the production 
peaks for IACA carriers are twice as high in the summer 
as in the winter.  

 

While IACA carriers try to spread flight duties as evenly 
as possible over a calendar year, it is extremely 
challenging to meet existing and newly proposed limits 
on a monthly basis,  in a sustainable way. 
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To cope with the summer peaks, IACA carriers need to 
make several rotations per aircraft per day, hence have 
no option but to start early, as demonstrated by the red 
line; compared to the blue line representing all 
European flights. 
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IACA carriers transport European consumers to wherever 
they want to spend their holidays. 

Therefore IACA carriers fly to lots of different 
destinations. 
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Most leisure destinations are only served once or twice a 
week, by full economy narrow body (single aisle) aircraft. 

 

The use of wide body (twin aisle) aircraft by combining 
several narrow body (single aisle) flights from different 
points of origin would mean more flights for positioning.  

 

This would create several inconveniences for passengers, 
but also for crews, without mentioning the economical 
impact for the operator. 
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IACA carriers can only transport European consumers 
to their holidays at the price they can afford. 

 

The business model used by most legacy carriers based 
on economy and business class fares is not appropriate 
for the leisure sector. 

 

The ticket price to many irregularly served tourism 
destinations can only be made affordable with a high 
load factor , if not 100%.  

Hence the extensive use of narrow body aircraft on 
these routes. 
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Despite the excellent safety record of decades of 
operational experience, the proposed EU FTL rules will 
prohibit the continued use of in-flight rest on economy 
seats; mainly due to the lack of any scientific evidence in 
favor. 

 

IACA welcomes the fact that the requirements for in-
flight rest facilities are included in the Certification 
Specifications (CS), and not in the Implementing Rule 
(IR) itself.  

This enables future development of scientific evidence in 
favor of in-flight rest in  economy seats. 
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70% of all IACA FDPs longer that  9 hours between 

17:00-05:00 are directly impacted. 

 

60% are longer than 10 hours and could no longer be 

operated if ultimately an additional limit of maximum 10 
hours FDP at night would be included in the new 
European FTL rules. 

Note that these FDPs are operated by narrow body 
aircraft and cannot be augmented by any operator due 
to the lack of in-flight rest facilities. 
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On an individual basis, some IACA carriers will be 
dramatically impacted, some up to 100% of their 
flights. 
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To conclude: 

The flights that IACA carriers will no longer be in a position to operate, 
cannot be taken over by any other operator for the reasons explained. 

We ask this Committee Transport and Tourism to seriously consider the 
impact the proposed FTL rules may have on the leisure industry in Regions 
such as the Greek Islands, the Canary Islands, Cyprus… 

 

IACA acknowledges that the EASA Opinion is the result of intensive debates 
in the rulemaking group, two public consultations and numerous meetings 
with various stakeholders and national aviation authorities. 

As chairman of the EASA SSCC I can only support the end result of the EASA 
rulemaking process. 

 

Although IACA carriers would like to have more time to install adequate in-
flight rest facilities, IACA fully supports the EASA proposal as delivered to 
the European Commission. 

For the credibility of the European Aviation Safety Agency, IACA would 
expect the final safety rules to be almost identical to EASA’s Opinion. 

We trust that this Committee Transport and Tourism will carefully assess 
the scientific soundness and economical impact of any additional proposed 
amendment, before making an informed decision. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 
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