
European Parliament - Policy Departments                                                                                                                                             March 2014

Publications

inside
This leaflet provides extracts 
from documents prepared by 
the European Parliament’s Policy 
Department on Citizens’ Rights and 
Constitutional Affairs relevant to the 
topics of discussion of this meeting.

Scan the QR code or click on the 
title of the publication to access it 
directly.

PurPose
On the occasion of International Women’s Day, the Committee on 
Women’s Rights and Gender Equality is organising an interparliamentary 
committee meeting on the challenges associated with preventing 
violence against women. 

This meeting brings MEPs together with representatives of national 
parliaments to discuss experiences and legislation at national level, as 
well as strategic action and steps ahead at European level.

interparliamentary committee meeting 

PREVENTING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN - A CHALLENGE FOR ALL

5 March 2014, Brussels

Access to shelters of undocumented migrant women fleeing domestic violence: the legal and 
practical situation in the Member States - October 2013

The ‘Clandestino’ project, sponsored by the European Commission, attempted to measure 
the size and nature of undocumented migration across the EU between 2007 and 2009. 
It was estimated that in 2008, 1.9 to 3.8 million undocumented immigrants lived in the 
EU, compared to a ‘legal’ population of 500 million. Although undocumented migrants 
generally tend to be young males, there are likely to be geographical clusters of more 
concentrated populations of female undocumented migrants. The understanding of undocumented 
migration in the context of general patterns of migration is essential, as the former strongly influences 
the nature of the latter. This document contains a literature review about the ability of undocumented 
migrant women who experience domestic violence to access shelter and support. It brings together data 
on characteristics of this group of women - who also face additional pressure and stress of worrying about 

their immigration status and the potential for being deported - and the difficulties they face in seeking help. It includes eight 
case studies and important lessons about the political/economic, social and individual-level barriers to their seeking the help 
they need to preserve their human right to safety.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/493027/IPOL-FEMM_ET(2013)493027_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/493027/IPOL-FEMM_ET(2013)493027_EN.pdf
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Overview of the worldwide best practices for rape prevention and for assisting women victims 
of rape - October 2013

Rape is one of the most serious forms of violence. It is a form of gender inequality, an 
injury to health, a crime, a violation of women’s human rights and is costly to economy 
and society. There is a range of practices to prevent rape and to assist victim-survivors of 
rape. This document gives an overview of the worldwide best practices for rape prevention 
and for assisting women victims of rape. It reviews the international literature and offers 
selected examples of promising practices. It also addresses the comprehensive range of policies in the 
fields of gender equality; law and justice; economy, development and social inclusion; culture, education 
and media; and health. It presents a wide-ranging set of examples of best practice and concludes with a 
series of recommendations, based on the social scientific evidence presented.

The issue of violence against women in the European Union - March 2010

Over the past two decades, violence against women has come to be understood as a form 
of gender-based discrimination and as a violation of women’s human rights, including the 
right to life, safety, dignity, physical and moral integrity. Researchers and policy makers 
appear to be increasingly interested in analysing and combating gender-based violence, 
particularly domestic violence. However, there is lack of comparative cross-national studies 
on this issue in Europe. This document gathers the data and findings collected from various recent and 
relevant academic works on the issue of gender-based violence, provides information on what has been 
done politically and legally - both at the transnational and at the local levels - and highlights the difficulties 
encountered by different actors involved in the fight against gender based violence.

Disclaimer:  The items contained herein are drafted by the Policy Departments of the European Parliament and are provided for general information purposes 
only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European 
Parliament. The leaflet may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The Policy Departments do not necessarily endorse 
the views expressed on these websites.
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Outputs: Policy departments deliver a wide range of expertise, comprising 
texts as diverse as in-depth studies on complex legislative issues, 
comparative studies and short background briefings. These 
documents aim to support the work of the various parliamentary 
bodies. They serve a variety of purposes: they can feed directly into 
the legislative work of a specific committee or serve as a briefing for 
delegations of Members. Apart from a few confidential documents, 
all texts produced by the policy departments are available on the 
Parliament’s website for the benefit of all Members and the wider 
public. 

Events: The Policy Departments also organise events that enhance 
Parliament’s analytical capacity and develop common approaches 
to current political issues. These include thematic workshops, 
conferences held in cooperation with national parliaments, 
presentations by external experts at committee meetings; 
technical meetings organised by internal experts to support major 
legislative reports, Parliament’s citizens AGORAs as well as policy 
hubs including in-house experts and Think Tanks.

Scrutiny: Policy Departments also provide research support to enhance 
the European Parliament’s capacity to monitor EU negotiations 
and the implementation of international agreements, including 
trade agreements. The departments have developed an in-house 
methodology to scrutinise EU-funded projects.

Policy dePartments: who are we?
Effective parliamentary work relies on specialised, objective, high-quality and 
up-to-date information. To this end, five units responsible for research, analysis 
and policy advice, known as policy departments, were created to provide this 
expert advice. Their activities cover all areas of competence of the European Par-
liament, producing high-level independent advice, based on research carried 
out either in-house or by external researchers. 

Policy Department 
Citizen’s Rights and  Constitutional Affairs 
Committees: LIBE, JURI, AFCO, FEMM, PETI
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Committee on Women’s Right 
and Gender Equality 
www.europarl.europa.eu/femm

All studies: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/studies

FEMM

The aim of the Fact Sheets is to provide 
an overview of European integration 
and of the European Parliament’s 
contribution to that process. The 
content of these Fact Sheets covers six 
main areas: how the European Union 
works; citizens’ Europe; the internal 
market; the economic and monetary 
union; sectoral policies; and the EU’s 
external relations. 

The online version is reviewed 
and updated at regular intervals 
throughout the year.

Fact sheets on the eu

All Fact Sheets:
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/493025/IPOL-FEMM_ET(2013)493025_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/493025/IPOL-FEMM_ET(2013)493025_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2010/419623/IPOL-FEMM_NT(2010)419623_EN.pdf
www.europarl.europa.eu/femm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets

