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Concept of Gender Budgeting



 
Gender budgeting can be defined as an application 
of gender mainstreaming to the budgetary process. 



 
It may be thought as a three steps process:  
(i)  analysis of desirable versus actual objectives 
being pursued through the budget
(i) analysis of gender-disaggregated impact of public 
revenues and expenditures. 
(ii) Indications about changes in budgetary 
allocations or procedures  
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Gender Budgeting and MFF 2014- 
2020


 

The European Parliament, through the input 
of the FEMM Committee, ensures that 
gender equality principles are respected and 
embodied in the MFF and in the ordinary 
legislative procedures concerning the 
implementation and functioning of the main 
programmes to be funded within its 
framework.
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Methodological approach adopted 
for to the 5 Briefing Papers 

The methodological approach of the 5 briefs that will be 
presented is an ex ante exercize in gender 
budgeting aiming at:



 
Identifying explicit and actual objectives from a gender 
perspective  



 
Identifying the related budgetary allocations



 
Assessing whether or not the policies being planned will 
challenge existing gender inequalities and patterns of 
gender relations.

Given current knowledge, it is necessarily a partial 
exercize
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Methodological approach adopted 
for to the 5 Briefing Papers 

The methodology seeks to answer three research 
questions:



 
WHO should benefit from the policy intervention? 
I.e., from a gender perspective which are the 
objectives and which the targets groups 



 
HOW MUCH will be allocated for the policy 
intervention and among the different financial 
instruments of the European Union?



 
WHAT is the potential gender impact of the policy 
intervention?
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5 briefing papers

– Economic Independence
– Education
– External Relations
– Fundamental Rights
– Health, wellbeing and Environment



 
Structure

– Who? Context Analysis
– How Much and How? Gender Budget Analysis of Financial 

Tools
– What? Gender Impact Assessment
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WHO?: Context Analysis

The main elements that need to be identified in the 
Context Analysis are:
a) the main differences for women and men in the 
expected outcome of the theme-related policies;
b) the likely causes of these inequalities with 
particular focus on inequalities of resources
c) the main norms and values which influence gender 
roles and the gender division of labour
d) the direct or indirect potential impact of policies on 
inequalities in society.
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Context Analysis (WHO?) 
continued


 

The Context Analysis on the specific theme has 
been conducted through a systematic work-desk 
review of existing documents and data.


 

On the basis of the review a list of ‘Gender- 
sensitive Objectives’, that are expected to be 
taken into consideration within the MFF for the 
specific theme, is presented.


 

This list  is then compared to the objectives that 
are found in programs.
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HOW MUCH AND HOW?: Gender budget 
analysis of financial tools for the policy 
intervention


 

An overall gender budget-based evaluation 
of the programmes and financial instruments 
of the MFF for the Gender Sensitive 
Objective identified in context analysis has 
been carried out


 

The aim of this phase is to determine:
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HOW MUCH AND HOW?: Gender budget 
analysis of financial tools for the policy 
intervention (continued…)



 
How the total amount is allocated among the 
financial instruments;



 
Whether the programming documents already 
available for each financial instrument reflect the 
gender perspective or not and to what extent;



 
Assessing the expected adequacy and effectiveness 
of each financial instrument in internalising the 
overall ‘gender strategy’
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WHAT?: Potential Gender-Impact 
Assessment



 
Third and final step was to identify the potential 
Gender-Impact Assessment of proposed policy 
interventions on 'Gender-Sensitive Objectives’, 



 
Very limited application given current state of 
knowledge



 
This call for coordinated effort at European level to 
monitor both the detailed allocation and the actual, 
ex-post impact of at least the most important outlays.
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WHAT?: Potential Gender-Impact 
Assessment (continued...)

Gender Impact Assessment has been carried out by 
formulating Specific Questions according to the 
following criteria:
Relevance
Effectiveness
Adequacy
Efficiency
Utility and
Sustainability
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THANK YOU
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