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15.00  Welcome by Mikael Gustafsson, Chair 

15.05  Introduction by Nicole Kiil-Nielsen, Rapporteur 

15.10 Intervention by Connie Hedegaard, Commissioner for Climate Action  

*** 

DISCUSSION PANEL - CLIMATE CHANGE IS NOT GENDER NEUTRAL: 
REALITIES ON THE GROUND 

15.25 Presentations from experts (15 minutes for each expert) 

15.25 Irene Dankelmann, Women's Environment and Development 
Organisation, University of Nijmegen  
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15.40 Ioana Borza, Gender expert, European Institute for Gender 
Equality  

15.55 Response by Members  

 Marina Yannakoudakis, Shadow Rapporteur, Group of European 
Conservatives and Reformists 

Sabine Wils, Group of the European United Left/Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL) 

16.15 Question time from Members and from other participants 

*** 

 

DISCUSSION PANEL - TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE: FROM INCREASED 
VULNERABILITY TO EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN 

16.45 Presentations from experts (15 minutes for each expert) 

16.45 Liane Schalatek, Heinrich Böll Foundation North America 

17.00 Gotelind Alber, GenderCC and independent advisor and 
researcher on climate and energy policy 

17.15 Response by Members  

 Sirpa Pietikäinen, Shadow Rapporteur, Group of the European People's Party 
(EPP) 

 Britta Thomsen, Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats 
(S&D) 

 Response by the Commission: 

 Rosario Bento Pais, Head of Unit, Adaptation, DG Climate Action 

17.35 Question time from Members and from other participants 

*** 

18.15 Concluding remarks by Nicole Kiil-Nielsen, Rapporteur 

18.25 Closure of the hearing by Mikael Gustafsson, Chair 

 



IRENE DANKELMAN 
Advisor on environment, gender and sustainable development 

My mission is to contribute to a more just and sustainable world. With my background in 
ecology and a long career in environment and sustainable development, I try to support and 
stimulate processes, advice organizations and coach people.  I am passionate about bringing a 
social dimension into environmental fora and practices, in particular emphasizing gender aspects 
of global environmental change.  

I am a writer, trainer, teacher, coach, and public speaker.  

My career    

My whole career – that started in 1978 - I have worked in new frontiers. In that early period  I 
pioneered in putting an environmental perspective in development thinking and practice, in the 
Netherlands and internationally (www.iucn.nl ; www.iucn.org). Some year's later sustainable 
development became a priority on my professional agenda. 

Most recently, as an adviser, consultant and trainer, I explored gender aspects of global 
environmental change, with a focus on climate change. Since 1999 I am sustainable 
development coordinator and lecturer at the Radboud University in Nijmegen.  And since 2005 I 
also run the freelance consultancy firm, IRDANA, successfully advising governmental and 
nongovernmental programs and organizations, at national and international level on gender-
environment issues. In 2009 and 2010 I also acted as a visiting professor at the UN University 
for Peace (www.upeace.org).  

I have had the privilege to lead processes of gender mainstreaming into global processes, such 
as the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg in 2002, and the 
Earth Summit in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro . In the mid 1990s I was the first environmental advisor 
of Oxfam-Novib (www.oxfamnovib.nl), and of the United Nations Women’s Fund, UNIFEM, 
in New York (presently UN Women; www.unwomen.org). I have worked with national and 
international NGOs, UN agencies and organizations (including FAO, UNESCO, UNDP, UNEP, 
UNICEF, UNIFEM), with academia and for Governments, in almost all regions of the world. 

The book that Joan Davidson and I co-authored in 1988 “Women and Environment in the Third 
World: alliance for the future” was a  landmark publication, and has been widely used by 
students and professionals worldwide. Since that time I was able to contribute to many 
publications, and in 2010 I co-authored and edited the textbook “Gender and Climate Change: 
an Introduction” (Earthscan, London; www.earthscan.co.uk)  

I am a founding member of several national and international organizations that work on 
environment and sustainable development (www.bothends.org; www.wecf.eu). 

My personal style is: engaged and committed, inspirational, caring and sensitive, and 
hardworking; I am a networker, facilitator and organizer. 



My knowledge focuses on:  global environmental issues, sustainable development, 
environment and development, gender aspects of environment, gender and climate change. 

And I also: sing in a small semi-professional choir (www.vocaalensemblepaniek.nl), am a 
nature lover, like gardening and hiking with our dogs, have travelled all around the globe, and 
have many friends worldwide. I have been, and still am on the board of several national and 
international organizations. 

 

Contact: Irene Dankelman M.Sc., IRDANA, Hatertseweg 41, 6581 KD Malden, Netherlands; 
tel./fax.++31.24.3564834; email: irene.dankelman@hetnet.nl 

mailto:irene.dankelman@hetnet.nl


IOANA BORZA, Gender expert, European Institute for Gender Equality 

Ms. Ioana Borza is Gender expert at the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE), a 
European Union’s Agency, located in Vilnius, Lithuania. Within EIGE, Ms. Borza works in the 
team preparing the Reports for the Council Presidency on one of the twelve areas of concern of 
the Beijing Platform for Action, together with other colleagues, experts in statistics and gender 
sensitive data analyses.   

Before starting at the European Institute for Gender Equality in June 2010, Ms. Borza  was 
external consultant for the Secretariat of the European Women’s Lobby (Brussels, Belgium) and 
contributed to the research for the EWL’s Beijing+15 Report,  From Beijing to Brussels – An 
Unfinished Journey (2010)  and to EWL’s Position Paper on Women’s Health in the EU (2010).  

As background education, Ms. Borza studied Political Science (B.A. 2001), Human Rights 
(M.A. 2002) and Gender Studies (M.A. 2004) in Romania and Hungary. In 2008, Ms. Borza 
obtained the PhD in Political Science at the Faculty of Political Science, National School of 
Political Studies and Public Administration, in Bucharest, Romania. The thesis analyzed 
women’s political representation in the process of gender equality institutionalization in 
Romania (1995-2008). Ms. Borza worked as researcher and consultant for several institutions in 
Romania, universities, research centers, NGOs and public institutions. Among several research 
projects and publications, she was among the authors of the first study on multiple 
discrimination in Romania (Discriminare multiplă în România, Bucharest, 2008) 

Currently, Ms. Borza is part of EIGE’s team preparing and developing the study that reviews 
area K: Women and the Environment of the Beijing Platform for Action and the way its 
objectives are implemented within the EU and the Member States. This area is considerably 
broad and has a lot of research paths, but still quite underdeveloped and rarely researched. In 
order to focus the analysis, the Danish Government and EIGE agreed to research the topic of 
gender and climate change. Women’s representation in decision making related to climate 
change and the segmentation of education by gender are the two areas under the topic of gender 
and climate change where monitoring indicators at the EU level will be proposed and developed. 
EIGE report on gender and climate change for reviewing area K: Women and the Environment 
of the BPfA will be made available at the beginning of 2012.  

 

Contacts:  
E-mail: Ioana.Borza@eige.europa.eu   
Phone: +370 5 239 4176 
European Institute for Gender Equality 
Švitrigailos g. 11M 
03228 – Vilnius, Lithuania 
www.eige,europa.eu 
  

mailto:Ioana.Borza@eige.europa.eu
http://www.eige,europa.eu/


 



LIANE SCHALATEK, Associate Director, Heinrich Böll Foundation North America 

Liane Schalatek has worked with the Heinrich Böll Foundation as the Associate Director of the 
Washington Office since October 1999, where until 2009 she directed the office's activities on 
global governance issues, mainly on international finance, international trade, gender and 
development.  Currently, her work focuses on climate and development issues, particularly 
climate change financing, with a specific focus on gender implications of climate change and 
climate change financing. Liane is currently involved in the process to design a new Green 
Climate Fund and spearheads civil society efforts to ensure that the new international Fund 
considers gender considerations from the outset. She was also one of the first experts 
internationally to advocate for a “double mainstreaming” of climate and gender considerations 
into development. Liane received editorial training in Germany and worked as a freelance 
journalist for several years before coming to the United States. She earned a masters degree in 
political science and political economy in Germany and an MA in International Affairs from 
George Washington University in Washington, DC. 

 

Email: liane.schalatek@us.boell.org  
Telephone: +1-202-462-7514 
Cell phone: +1-202-290-0956 
 

RELEVANT RECENT PUBLICATIONS: 

Gender and Climate Finance: Double Mainstreaming for Sustainable Development, 
Heinrich Böll Foundation North America, Washington, DC, May 2009 (available at: 
http://www.boell.org/downloads/DoubleMainstreaming_Final.pdf ) 

A Matter of Principle(s): A Normative Framework for a Global Compact on Public 
Climate Finance, Heinrich Böll Stiftung, Berlin, February 2011 (available at:  
http://www.boell.org/downloads/Matter_of_Principle(s)__Post-Cancun__FINAL.pdf )   

Submissions by the Heinrich Böll Foundation to the Transitional Committee for the design 
of the Green Climate Fund (under the UNFCCC) on gender considerations for the new 
Fund: 

 http://unfccc.int/files/cancun_agreements/green_climate_fund/application/pdf/subm
ission_by_hbs_and_wedo_on_general_submission.pdf  

 http://unfccc.int/files/cancun_agreements/green_climate_fund/application/pdf/tc2_
workshopheinrichboellfoundation.pdf  

 

mailto:liane.schalatek@us.boell.org
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GOTELIND ALBER, GenderCC - Independent advisor and researcher on climate and 
energy policy 

Gotelind Alber is an independent researcher and advisor on sustainable energy and climate 
change policy. Special interests include gender issues and climate justice, local strategies to 
address climate change, and multi-level governance.  

She is a physicist by education and has 25 years of working experience in research, policy, 
development cooperation and management, among others as researcher at the Oeko-Institut 
Freiburg and managing director of the Climate Alliance of European Cities. She is co-founder 
and board member of the global network GenderCC – Women for Climate Justice, and Focal 
Point of the Women and Gender observer constituency in the UNFCCC process. 

Recent Selected Projects 

Solidarische Stadt, Genossenschaftliche Handlungsmöglichkeiten in Zeiten des Klimawandels 
(Solidarity-based City. Cooperative actions in times of climate change), German Socio-
ecological Research Programme 

Determinanten der Wechselbereitschaft von Frauen zu Ökostrom: Analyse der Hemmnisse und 
Motivationsstrategien (Women and renewable energies. Obstacles towards purchasing green 
electricity, solutions and interventions), German Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Protection and Nuclear Safety 

Energy Regions – evaluation of projects in the research programme “Energy of the Future“ and 
advice on future funding priorities, Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology, 
Austria 

Consultant for the programme “Exportinitiative erneuerbare Energien” (export initiative 
renewable energies), German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology 

Selected publications 

Striving to finance climate solutions, in: NIKK magasin 2/2011  

Machtstrukturen in der Erneurbaren-Branche (Power relations in the renewable energy 
business), in: Politische Ökologie 9/2011 

Gender, Cities and Climate Change, background study for UN HABITAT’s Global Report on 
Human Settlements 2011 

Gender and Climate Change Policy, in: UNFPA, IIED: Population Dynamics and Climate 
Change, 2009 

Governing Climate Change in Cities: Modes of Urban Climate Governance in Multi-level 
Systems, with Kristine Kern (2008), in: OECD: Competitive Cities and Climate Change. OECD 
CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS, MILAN, ITALY, 9-10 OCTOBER 2008 

http://www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/GRHS2011/GRHS2011ThematicStudyGender.pdf


Sustainable Energy and Climate Policy 
Anklamer Str. 38, D-10115 Berlin 
+49-30-21982175, +49-151-15240802 
www.goalber.eu, gotelind@goalber.eu  
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