
MINUTES1  

51st EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee  meeting 

12-13 December 2018 

European Parliament, Strasbourg 

Meeting room: SDM S-5 (Salvador de Madariaga building) 

 

WEDNESDAY, 12 DECEMBER 

The meeting was chaired by Mr Jørn DOHRMANN, President of the EEA JPC and Member 
of the European Parliament. 

 

1. Opening of the meeting 

Mr Jørn DOHRMANN opened the meeting by welcoming all present, in particular all the MPs 
from the Delegations of the EEA-EFTA States as well as the Swiss Delegation, in their capacity 
as observers. He underlined that the meeting’s agenda had some interesting topics and hoped 
for a fruitful dialogue.  

 

2. Adoption of the draft agenda 

The agenda was adopted. 

 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 50th meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary 

Committee (EEA JPC) 

The minutes were approved.  

 

4. Brexit - state of play  

Addresses by: 

 Mr Andri LÚTHERSSON, Deputy Secretary-General at EFTA  

 Ms Catherine STIHLER, Member of the European Parliament 

Mr Andri LÚTHERSSON explained that the EFTA Member States were watching the 
development of the negotiations between the UK and the EU very closely, because there was a 
lot at stake for them. Furthermore, the EFTA States are using every opportunity to safeguard 

                                              
1 The minutes may be subject to subsequent technical and linguistic adaptation, if necessary. 



their interests and to prepare for challenges that would have to be tackled once the UK leaves 
the EU. He reminded that the EU-UK negotiations had immediate consequences for the EEA 
States, because of the intensity of their economic links with the UK. The UK is the 3rd largest 

export market for the EFTA States after Germany and the US, with 10% of EFTA exports going 
to the UK. He explained that the main issue for the EFTA States was to reach an agreement 
with the UK that would be as close as possible to the withdrawal agreement negotiated by the 
EU. In other words, their interest is to make sure that the rights and interests of the EFTA States’ 

businesses and citizens would be properly protected. He informed that the EFTA Secretariat 
had been mandated to take a close look at what the EEA could do in terms of future relations 
with the UK after the Brexit, also in case of a no-deal scenario. The EFTA secretariat is in close 
contact with the Brexit preparedness group of the European Commission in this respect.  

Ms Catherine STIHLER (S&D, UK) informed that since Ms Danuta HUEBNER, Chair of the 
Committee on Constitutional Affairs and Member of the Brexit Steering Group (PL, EPP) was 
to give an overview of the European Parliament’s recent position during the official dinner, she 
would focus on the domestic developments in the UK. She told the meeting that there were 

many uncertainties and that that the only thing that could be done was to prepare scenarios for 
different developments.  

The ensuing discussion focused on the suitability of different models for the EU’s future 
relations with the UK, as well preparations that are being made for no-deal Brexit in the EFTA 

States.  

 

5. New Deal for Consumers  

Addresses by: 

 Mr Daniel DALTON, rapporteur, Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection, Member of the European Parliament 

 Mr Jasenko SELIMOVIC, shadow rapporteur, Member of the European Parliament 

Mr Daniel DALTON (ECR, UK) said that the MEPs hoped to vote on the resolution on the 
New Deal for Consumers before the end of the legislature; trilogues are foreseen for February. 
He then outlined the key issues of the New Deal, such as dual quality practices, which mislead 
the consumer. The aim should be to create a system where products could not be sold with 

different ingredients in different parts of Europe, he underlined. Another important issue for 
him was the harmonisation of withdrawal deadline, where the Commission’s and the European 
Parliament’s viewpoints differed. Mr Dalton also mentioned the responsibility of online 
platforms in terms of transparency policy and the responsibility of sellers, as well as the 

question of strengthening punishments for infringements related to customer rights.  

Mr Jasenko SELIMOVIC (ALDE, SV) intervened to complement the rapporteur and to outline 
some further problems in the proposal of the Commission. He particularly found the need to 
provide evidence that the product had never been used problematic and suggested that in case 

of dual quality practices, the problems were connected also to national identity and not just to 
the question of quality.  

Discussion 



Mr Svein Roald HANSEN, Member of the Norwegian Parliament, said that the EEA EFTA 
States provided an EEA EFTA comment on the proposal and supported the Commission’s 
proposal to not to differentiate between the sales channels. He pointed out that he was sceptical 

about the harmonisation of the withdrawal deadline because in some countries (e.g. Norway) 
the deadline for long-lasting items is longer than what the Commission proposes (2 years). In 
his view, the withdrawal deadline should thus be extended to 5 years.  

Mr Daniel DALTON explained that at the moment the seller had to prove that the consumer 

had overused the product. If the Commission proposal was kept, the burden of approval would 
be switched to the consumer which would not help developing e-commerce. Referring to the 
question of withdrawal deadlines, he opined that a period longer than 2 years could lead to 
abuses. 

 

6. Developments in the EEA Agreement  

Addresses by:  

 Mr Philip BITTNER, Chair of the EFTA Working Party, representing the EU Chair 

of the EEA Council 

  Mr Andri LÚTHERSSON, Deputy Secretary-General at EFTA  

 Mr Claude MAERTEN, EU Chair of the EEA Joint Committee  

Mr Philip BITTNER gave an overview of the conclusions of the 50th meeting of the EEA 
Council, which had met on 20 November 2018. He also recalled that 1 January 2019 would be 
the 25th anniversary of the entrance into the force of the EEA Agreement. In the context of the 
UK’s withdrawal from the EU, Mr Bittner underlined the importance of safeguarding the EEA 

Agreement, ensuring the continuation of cooperation and the integrity of the Internal Market. 
On behalf of the Austrian Presidency, he recalled some areas, where improvements were still 
needed: implementation deficit of around 600 legal acts; liberalisation of trade in agricultural 
products with Norway and the protection of geographical indications. He informed that in the 

margins of the EEA Council, the political dialogue was held on two issues: the implications for 
the EEA Agreement of the UK withdrawal from the EU and on the issue of multilateralism. 
Discussions showed that the approach of all countries to the current sensitive issues was very 
similar and that all parties to the EEA Agreement appreciated the close cooperation. 

Mr Andri LÚTHERSSON added that the 50th meeting of the EEA Council agreed that the main 
objective of promoting and strengthening economic relations between the EEA EFTA States 
and the EU in the Internal Market had been reached. However, some challenges remained, 
including the role and the competences of the EU regulatory agencies. He predicted that the 

issue of the role of the agencies and authorities would remain high on the agenda. He also noted 
with regret the backlog in the incorporation of EEA-relevant EU acts but suggested that 
constructive dialogue with the EU would contribute to finding solutions, as had been the case 
with the financial services legislation. 

The meeting was suspended for plenary votes.  

  



THURSDAY, 13 DECEMBER 

The meeting was chaired by Mr Elfried HASLER, Vice-President of the EEA JPC and 
Member of the Liechtenstein Parliament. 

 

6. Developments in the EEA Agreement (continued) 

Mr Claude MAERTEN underlined the proximity between the EU and the EEA EFTA States 
thanks to the EEA Agreement, which goes far beyond a simple free trade agreement. The EEA 

Agreement provides not only for tariff reductions but also for similar rules governing the 
functioning of the Internal Market and its four freedoms. As regards Switzerland, the relation 
is also rich even though not all the four freedoms are covered by the bilateral agreements. The 
mutual recognition agreement ensures the recognition of rules across the borders of the two 

parties, which do not share the same rules. He also mentioned the participation of the EEA 
EFTA States in the EU framework programmes and underlined that the EEA EFTA States 
would continue their participation in these programmes during the next period 2021-2027. He 
further briefly mentioned important changes and positive trends in terms of respect of social 

standards and the protection of workers in the EU and EFTA states with the adoption of the 
new directive on the posting of workers ensuring the principle of the same wage, for the same 
work in the same place. He added that EEA EFTA States aimed to continue reducing the 
legislative backlog in the near future. 

Mr Elfried HASLER stressed that the growing concern of the EEA EFTA States was related to 
the increasing transfer of powers to legislative EU agencies, a trend that had not been foreseen 
25 years ago, when the EEA Agreement was put in place. Some of their competencies, like 
issuing sanctions through fines on national authorities and citizens, are problematic for 

constitutional reasons in some of the EEA EFTA states. He proposed therefore to find solutions 
that would respect the principles of the EEA Agreement, the constitutional requirements of the 
EEA EFTA states and that at the same time helped all partners to enjoy a harmonised Internal 
Market. He added that regulatory issues had sometimes slowed down the incorporation of legal 

acts into the EEA Agreement and created a backlog. He proposed to initiate a discussion on 
how the EEA EFTA States could be better engaged at an early stage in the legislative process 
in the European Parliament in order to solve potential problems as early as possible and to 
avoid further backlogs. He added that the EEA Agreement provides for tools to shape new EU 

legislation such as the issuance of EEA EFTA comments reflecting views of the EEA EFTA 
States on the new EU proposals. Such comments are also sent to EP rapporteurs and shadow-
rapporteurs for their consideration.  

 

7. Artificial Intelligence 

Address by: 

 Ms Catherine STIHLER, Member of the European Parliament 

Ms Catherine STIHLER recalled that in February 2017 the European Parliament had issued a 
resolution calling on the Commission to propose rules around robotics and the Artificial 
Intelligence, with a view to fully exploit the potential economic benefit and to guarantee safety 



and security. She opined that the Artificial Intelligence was an area in which the EU and the 
EEA EFTA States should cooperate. Ms Stihler named some challenges related to the Artificial 
Intelligence, such as potentially seismic changes on the labour markets, as well as the legal and 

ethical principles that underpin it all. She added that the EU was going to increase its research 
funding in this area and that science education should become the EU priority in order to 
provide well-prepared specialists and to create a friendly environment for the development of 
innovative technological solutions. 

The discussion focused on the importance of tackling regulatory issues and providing for 
efficient data protection.  

 

8. European Pillar of Social Rights -  European Labour Authority 

Addresses by: 

 Mr Georgi PIRINSKI, shadow rapporteur, Committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs, Member of the European Parliament 

 Mr Jasenko SELIMOVIC, Member of the European Parliament 

Mr Georgi PIRINSKI (S&D, BG) recalled that Mr Jean-Claude JUNCKER had launched the 
idea of a European Labour Authority in September 2018. Its aim is to ensure that the labour 
and social security legislation of the EU was properly implemented. The role of the authority 

would be to assist the Member States and the Commission in matters relating to labour mobility, 
as well as the coordination of the social security systems within the Union, according to the 
Commission proposal. He said that the European Parliament had been discussing extensively 
how such assistance should be understood. He suggested that the proper application of labour 

legislation meant implementation and compliance. Therefore, before rushing to enforce the 
legislation, the authorities should be active in identifying the real-world challenges for proper 
application of the labour legislation, seeing to what extent it is actually being implemented and 
to what extent is it being circumvented, bypassed or undermined, as well as what are the 

challenges for proper compliance. He argued that the new EU regulation should in no way 
affect the exercise of fundamental rights as recognised by the Member States and at the Union 
level, including the rights covered by the specific industrial relations systems in the Member 
States, in accordance with the national laws. 

Mr Jasenko SELIMOVIC argued that the proposed European Pillar of Social Rights did not 
adjust well to the realities of the labour markets of the Nordic countries. Many things in the 
Commission proposal had been suggested from the perspective of the countries, which do not 
have strong trade unions and where there was no strong dialogue between the social partners, 

he argued. In his view, with regards to the European Labour Authority, some red lines had been 
crossed. From the Swedish perspective, he supported neither labour inspections nor giving the 
agency a competency for mediating conflicts. He argued that he doubted the value of a new 
costly agency in times of Brexit. 

The discussion focused on the EEA EFTA States’ concerns about the responsibilities of the 
new agency vis-a-vis national bodies and the role of the social partners in the management of 
the authority.  

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-1624_en.htm


9. Swiss-EU relations - point for information  

Briefing by: 

 Mr Eric NUSSBAUMER, Member of the National Council 

Mr Eric NUSSBAUMER gave an overview of the state of play in EU-Swiss relations, including 
the new Institutional Framework Agreement. He informed that the negotiations had been 
finalised, the government had decided not to initial the text at this stage and had submitted it 

to public consultation. This decision had been motivated by the difficult internal political 
landscape. He opined that it was difficult to predict what the outcome of the consultations 
would be. In his view, the EU should be more pragmatic and give Switzerland more time to 
figure out the situation internally, before taking decisions about the shape of the further 

cooperation. 

In response, Ms Mercedes BRESSO (S&D, IT) noted in regard to the issue of stock equivalence 
that she hoped that both sides would be able to find a solution. She expressed her doubts about 
room for renegotiating the conditions of the Institutional Framework Agreement between the 

EU and Switzerland before the European elections. She said that she understood how important 
the issue of workers coming to Switzerland was for their internal situation but that in her view 
there was a clear need for a framework agreement because the current relation was too 
complicated.  

 

10. Good practises in environmental performance set out in the EU Eco-Management 

and Audit Scheme (EMAS)  

Addresses by 

 Ms Heidi HAUTALA, Vice-President responsible for EMAS, European Parliament  

 Mr Siegfried BREIER, Head of EMAS Unit, European Parliament 

Ms Heidi HAUTALA (Greens/EFA, FI) expressed her pleasure at the opportunity to exchange 
good practices in terms of eco-management with the parliaments of the EFTA States. She 

mentioned that from 2007 all the buildings of the European Parliament had been registered 
under the EMAS scheme. She presented some important achievements by the European 
Parliament, such as the reduction of carbon dioxide emissions by more than 36% between 2006 
and 2017, significant reduction of the use of paper, establishment of effective waste 

management, recycling and limitation of use of plastic, etc. She also recalled that the EMAS 
was a programme that both public and private institutions could use and many benefited from 
it.  

Mr Siegfried BREIER added a few milestones of the European Parliament, including green 

energy at the three places of work and the improvement of energy efficiency and technical 
installations in the European Parliament buildings. He added that the biggest problem 
continued to be transport of persons, which contributed to more than half of the European 
Parliament’s carbon emissions. The European Parliament was working on this issue and 

already offsetting the carbon emissions created by the flights of the MEPs and officials, 
whereas the groups do it for their staff. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm


The discussion noted the achievements made by some EFTA parliaments to go paperless and 
to green their canteens (Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein) and then focused on the ways to tackle 
the carbon footprint created by travelling, an issue for all parliaments involved.  

 

11. Future work of the EEA JPC 

The Chair informed that the EEA JPC Bureau had at its meeting discussed EFTA proposal to 
organise all the future EEA JPC meetings at the seat of the European Parliament during plenary 

sessions, with a view to facilitating the attendance of MEPs at all meetings and increasing the 
quality of discussions.  

This idea needs to be further discussed within the European Parliament and the EFTA 
Secretariat. 

 

12. Any other business 

No issues were raised under this agenda item.  

 

13. Date and place of next meeting 

13 March 2019 in Strasbourg (pending authorisation by the Conference of Presidents of the 
European Parliament). 
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