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50TH MEETING OF THE EEA JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 

 
Stavanger, Norway 

7 May 2018 (15.00-18.30) 

8 May 2018 (09.00-12.00) 
 Location: Kiellandsalen, Radission Blu Atlantic Hotel , Stavanger, Norway 

 

MINUTES1 

 

Monday, 7 May 

 

Opening of the meeting 
 

1. Mr Jørn Dohrmann, Chair of the European Parliament delegation, President of the EEA 
Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), welcomed members of parliaments from the 
delegations of EEA EFTA States as well as the Swiss delegation, in their capacity as 

observers. He presented EP delegation (Ms Julia Pitera - EPP, Poland; Ms Catherine 
Stihler - S&D, United Kingdom and Ms Daniela Aiuto - EFDD, Italy) and welcomed 
experts that accepted invitation for the meeting. Mr Dohrmann expressed his 

gratitude to the Norwegian Parliament for hosting the meeting. He underlined that 
the meeting’s agenda was ambitious and covered topical issues such as the recent 
developments in the EEA Agreement, consideration of the 2017 Annual Report on the 

Functioning of the EEA Agreement and the implications of the UK withdrawal from the 
EU on the EEA. 

 
 

Adoption of the draft agenda 
 

2. The agenda was adopted. 

 
 
Approval of the minutes of the 49th meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee  

 
3. Minutes of the 49th meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee (EEA JPC) were 

approved.  

 
 
Developments in the EEA Agreement 

 
4. Mr Boyan Natan, Councillor at the Permanent Representation of Bulgaria representing 

the President of the EEA Council , explained what could be expected from the EEA 

                                              
1 The minutes may be subject to subsequent technical and linguistic adaptation, if necessary. 
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Council, scheduled to take place on 23 May. The representative of the Bulgarian 

presidency informed that an orientation debate would be held on the Review of the 
European Supervisory Authorities. Ministers were also – as usual – expected to adopt 
conclusions. On the margins of the EEA Council, Ministers would hold their regular 
political dialogue, focusing on the implications for the EEA Agreement of the UK's 

withdrawal from the EU (Mr Michel Barnier was expected to attend this session for the 
third time) and on the EU's engagement with the Western Balkans.  

 

5. Ambassador Bergdís Ellertsdóttir, in her position as the EFTA Chair of the EEA Joint 
Committee and the EFTA Chair of the EEA Council (EEAS) briefed the parliamentarians 
on the main achievements and challenges faced by the EEA since the last JPC meeting 

in Strasbourg in November 2017. While regretting continued delays in the 
incorporation of relevant EU legislation into the EEA Agreement she expressed 
satisfaction about a breakthrough achieved in 2017 (27% increase compared to 2016)  

and particularly welcomed good progress in the area of financial services, which has 
for a long time represented a substantial part of the “backlog” (approx. 1/3). She noted 
good progress made in the area of the EEA and Norway financial mechanisms: after 

entry into force on 1 September 2017, 12 out of 15 Memoranda of Understanding have 
been signed and only 3 (Croatia, Hungary and Cyprus) are still pending. She welcomed 
the agreement signed with Norway on 4 December 2017 on further liberalisation of 
trade in (basic) agricultural products. 

 
6. Mr Martin Skylv, EEAS, representative of the EU Chair of the EEA Joint Committee, 

referred to the same achievements and progress as the previous speaker. He 

underlined that the EU side regretted however the suspension by Norway of 
discussions on the protection of geographical indications and informed that the EU 
looks forward to starting negotiations on further liberalising trade in processed 

agricultural products with Norway. He informed with satisfaction that, on 1 May 2018, 
agreements with Iceland on further liberalisation of trade in basic as well as processed 
agricultural products, and on the protection of geographical indications had entered 

into force. 
 
 
Consideration of the 2017 Annual Report on the Functioning of the EEA Agreement 

 
7. Mr Jørn Dohrmann expressed his satisfaction with the work done on the resolution 

concerning the Annual Report produced by the EEA Joint Committee.  He underlined 

that it was the role of politicians to ensure a democratic oversight on the work done 
at government level, and in this way, on the functioning of the EEA Agreement. As co-
rapporteur, he highlighted in particular the remaining challenge linked to the timely 

incorporation of legal acts into the EEA Agreement. For many years, the EEA JPC had 
to deplore that a significant number of EEA-relevant legal acts already adopted by the 
EU, have delays in being incorporated into the EEA Agreement. Therefore, Mr 

Dohrmann was very pleased that in 2017, 514 legal acts were incorporated into the 
EEA agreement, which represents an increase of almost 27% compared to 2016.  



E U R O P E A N  E C O N O M I C  A R E A  

 

J O I N T  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  C O M M I T T E E  
 
 

3 
 

 

8. He also expressed his satisfaction with good progress made in the incorporation of acts 
in the area of financial services, which had for a long time represented a substantial 
part in the so-called backlog. However, on 23 November when the monitoring list was 
run for the last time in 2017, 576 legal acts for which the compliance date in the EU 

had passed were awaiting incorporation, compared to 522 acts the year before (2016). 
This represents an increase of 10.3%. He said that he thought that all present in the 
meeting agreed that delays in this process endangered the proper functioning of the 

internal market and led to unfair competition in different sectors of EEA countries’ 
economies. He opined that such a situation was not in the benefit of any country. 
Whenever an EEA Member State fails to incorporate a directive on time, the internal 

market remains fragmented. Even if only one EEA state does not deliver on time the 
economic interests of all EEA states as well as consumers’ rights are affected.   
 

9. Mr Dohrmann stated that further efforts and pragmatic solutions were therefore 
necessary to speed up the incorporation of the EEA relevant rules. He added that 
besides the well-functioning of the Single market, the EEA EFTA States and the EU 

Member States shared many interests and faced similar challenges (Schengen, 
Migration, refugee crisis). In order to ensure a continuous spirit of cooperation  and 
that each side’s interest were duly taken into consideration it was of utmost 
importance that views, assessments and information were shared at the earliest stage 

possible in the decision-shaping process. He stressed that therefore, it was important 
to recall good practices such as ensuring equal high-level representation at both 
political and technical level at the EEA JPC meetings. The same applied to the active 

participation of parliamentary delegations in JPC meetings. He said that it was about 
upholding a proper democratic scrutiny and political dialogue. 
 

10.  Mr Dohrmann reminded that during the EEA Council meetings held in 2017, a 
consensus was reached concerning the importance of keeping the EFTA EEA countries 
informed about the ongoing negotiations with the UK. On 14 March 2018, the 

European Parliament adopted a resolution on the framework of the future EU-UK 
relationship, where it underlined the importance of safeguarding the EEA agreement.   

 
11.  Mr Dohrmann said that Mr Michel Barnier, the EU chief negotiator for Brexit, had been 

in close consultations with the EFTA countries during the negotiating process. Mr 
Dohrmann considered it important that parliamentarians were also regularly kept 
informed. Therefore, he reiterated the request to invite Mr Barnier to participate in 

one of the upcoming JPC meetings. This request was reflected in the last paragraph of 
the resolution. 
 

12.  Mr Dohrmann gave the floor to Mr Elfried Hasler, who said that the adoption of a 
resolution text on the Annual Report had become an important exercise where the 
Committee could give its views on the functioning of the EEA. He said that he 

appreciated that the report was issued before the EEA JPC in the spring so that it was 
possible to carry out the necessary scrutiny. Furthermore, he pointed out a couple of 
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issues of concern to the Committee. Firstly, he said that it was important to have a 

level playing field for citizens and businesses in the EEA and expressed concern about 
the fact that almost 600 legal acts that currently applied to the EU Member States, and 
that should been apply also to the EEA EFTA States, were waiting to be incorporated 
into the EEA Agreement. He then expressed that he was in particular concerned about 

the level playing field in the area of financial services as legal acts in this field 
represented over half of the backlog. Although there had been positive movement in 
2018 with the incorporation of almost 50 legal acts in this area, he encouraged the EEA 

Joint Committee to continue to prioritise this sector in order to ensure a harmonised 
Internal Market in the financial services sector. On a positive note, he said that the 
incorporation of legal acts into the EEA Agreement increased by 27% in 2017 compared 

to 2016 and that the backlog apart from the area of financial services decreased since 
the start of 2017. Finally, he pointed out that the EEA EFTA States participated fully in 
the Internal Market, and that the UK’s withdrawal from the EU would have an 

important impact on the EEA Agreement. He therefore encouraged the ongoing 
dialogue between the EU, the EEA EFTA States and the UK on Brexit to continue in the 
times ahead. 

 
13.  Some members of the delegations from the EFTA side raised questions on the new role 

and powers of EU agencies, and whether this could be considered a threat to the two-
pillar system. A possibility to extend an invitation to the UK Secretary of State for 

Exiting the European Union for a future EEA JPC meeting was also discussed. Those 
two issues were not reflected in the final text of the resolution.  

 

14.  The Chair moved to vote on the draft resolution. The EEA JPC adopted by acclamation 
a resolution on the 2017 Annual Report on the Functioning of the EEA Agreement (see 
enclosed).  

 
 
Brexit and the EEA 

 
15.  Mr Dohrmann expressed his gratitude to the Norwegian organisers for putting 

together this very high-level panel. He said that he was eagerly looking forward to the 
presentations and the ensuing discussion. 

 
16.  Mr Niels Engelschiøn, Director General at the Department for European Affairs at the 

Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs gave a state of play on the work and process of 

the UK withdrawal from the EEA Agreement due to Brexit.  
 

17.  Mr Ulf Sverdrup, Director of the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) 

spoke of a new era in EU-EFTA relations against the backdrop of a changing 
geopolitical and geo-economic situation and new European dynamics post-crisis and 
post-Brexit. According to him, the key issue will be to strike a balance between 

autonomy and integration, and that the EEA EFTA countries need to focus on how to 
best ensure security, welfare and long-term competitiveness. He drew the following 
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lessons for the UK from the EFTA/EEA experience: while it's relatively easy to leave 

the EU, it's difficult to leave the European integration and cooperation; domestic 
compromise is key for stability and predictability; contrary to widespread 
expectations, the EEA means not one but many agreements (e .g. Norway has currently 
over 100 agreements with the EU); the UK must get ready to join the “lobby nations”. 

 
18.  Mr Jan Erik Grindheim, Political Scientist Civita and Associate Professor UC South East 

Norway introduced the results of his recent study on the implications of Brexi t for the 

EEA and Norwegian companies. 
 

19.  Ms Catherine Stihler, Member of the European Parliament made some remarks on 

behalf of the EU side. She outlined the EP position on the negotiations with the UK.  
 

20.  The ensuing debate focused on whether the UK would/should join EFTA and/or the 

EEA. It was also considered whether the UK could by accident rather than by rational 
decision end up in the EEA (considered the most likely outcome by the academic 
experts). 
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Tuesday, 8 May 

 
The meeting was chaired by Mr Elfried Hasler, Chair of Liechtenstein delegation, Vice-
President of the EEA JPC. 
 

Swiss-EU relations 
 
21.  Mr Eric Nussbaumer, Member of the Swiss Parliament, gave an overview of the main 

issues in the Swiss-EU relations, including the progress made in the Institutional 
Framework Agreement negotiations. The aim was to conclude talks by July but there 
was no compromise in sight on the Swiss red lines regarding the flanking measures 

related to the free movement of persons agreement and the state aid provisions. The 
briefing touched also upon the Swiss “Mind the Gap” strategy that aimed to ensure 
that the existing mutual rights and obligations between Switzerland and the UK would 

continue after the UK leaves the EU. According to the Swiss delegation,  there are 
already good contacts in place and shared willingness with the UK to discuss mutual 
access to the financial markets (this does not exist with the EU). 

 
 
Cybersecurity in Europe 

 

22.  Ms Julia Pitera, MEP, kicked off the lively debate on cybersecurity in Europe by giving 
a detailed overview of the cybersecurity debate in the European Parliament.  

 

23.  Mr Smari McCarthy, Icelandic Parliament, focused specifically on risk management – 
an issue he considered key. Mr McCarthy explained that while a lot of good 
developments were taking place, he was concerned about the following issues, which 

are not being adequately addressed in his view: global military escalation online; 
traditional defences such as neutrality or membership of military coalitions becoming 
meaningless; the public being most exposed. He went on to argue that much of the 

cybersecurity risk was being created by organisations that should be protecting 
people, e.g. the NATO and the governments that have de facto created a market for 
“cyber weapons”. The primary form for these was a so-called 0-days, which according 
to him are relatively easy to create for any smart kid and which are sold on open 

markets primarily to governments. Another important issue that needs more attention 
in his view was protection of the public from psychosocial manipulations by networks 
or artificial autonomous agents. Increasing public awareness and systemic security 

were key actions to go forward, in his view. Effort should be put into systemic 
hardening of all computer systems, with priority to systems of high importance 
(financial systems, critical infrastructure, etc.) but not neglecting individual devices. He 

also advocated the appointment of national Chief Technology Officers with a security 
mandate and promotion of the teaching of critical thinking to mitigate technical and 
psychosocial manipulation risks.  
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24.  The ensuing debate tackled the need to move away from the thinking based on 

borders, the need to convince the governments to commit and a better training in 
schools on how to behave on the web but also the concept of responsibility. 

 
 

The EU Mobility Package 
 

25.  Ms Daniela Aiuto, MEP, kicked off the debate on the EU Mobility Package with a 

comprehensive overview of the state of play of the different files in the package.  
 

26.  Mr Svein Roald Hansen, Norwegian Parliament, focused on the social aspects of the 

mobility package, which have been particularly important for Norway. In its 
declaration of January 2018, the newly extended three-party government had 
underlined the importance of a level playing field in the European road transport 

sector and promised to contribute to better rules and fight against liberalisation of the 
cabotage rules. Since road transport is international, a key priority for Norway has 
been to join forces with other like-minded countries to reach a common ground for 

what rules should serve as a basis for the internal transport market for the EEA. As the 
only non-EU member, Norway is part of the so-called Road Alliance with eight EU 
governments, which aims to safeguard social rights, enhance safety and ensure a well-
functioning internal market based on healthy and fair competition. Other issues that 

may be of relevance for Norway are proposals linked to road charging and roll service. 
 

 

The Energy Union: Recent developments in the “Clean Energy for All” package 
 

27.  Mr Jørn Dohrmann stated that the JPC had been very active over the years regarding 

the monitoring of the 2030 climate and energy framework and the Energy Union. He 
added that it would remain a priority for the JPC, because even though the EEA EFTA 
states set their own national climate policies, the legislative proposals to implement 

the 2030 framework were of EEA relevance. 
 

28.  The Clean Energy proposals from November 2016 covered a wide range of sectors that 
were also integral to the functioning of the EEA EFTA economies. He welcomed 

ambitious targets set by the 2030 framework, and underlined the importance of the 
EU Emissions Trading Scheme. Resolutions had, amongst others, also called upon the 
need to complete the Internal Energy Market and to increase funding for low carbon 

innovation in industrial sectors. Energy supply security also remained a priority for 
both the EU and the EEA EFTA states, Mr Dohrmann said. 
 

29.  Mr Dohrmann presented as well the current state of play for the Clean Energy package. 
There have been quite a few interesting developments since last November.  The ITRE 
Committee, which is in the lead on almost all separate proposals (Governance of the 

Energy Union is shared with ENVI), by the time the JPC meeting took place had voted 
on all the draft reports that were prepared by the rapporteurs. Some of the proposals 



E U R O P E A N  E C O N O M I C  A R E A  

 

J O I N T  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  C O M M I T T E E  
 
 

8 
 

were at a more advanced stage. The text of the Energy Performance of Buildings 

Directive had already passed three rounds of trilogue meetings and was formally 
adopted by the European Parliament in first reading in April. The Energy Efficiency, 
Renewable Energy, and Governance proposals were discussed in the trilogues and 
these negotiations were expected to be completed before the end of the Bulgarian 

presidency. Of these four proposals, especially the Energy Efficiency proposal received 
significant amendments prior to the adoption of the draft report.  
 

30.  The European Parliament was also ready to start inter-institutional negotiations on 
three other proposals, where the Council would most likely be ready to start 
negotiating under the upcoming Austrian presidency. These were the Electricity 

market design, Risk preparedness, and ACER proposals. The discussion on the role of 
ACER as a regulatory body for the internal energy market was a topic that also the EEA 
EFTA states followed very closely. The changes made by the rapporteur in the draft 

report reflected the concerns of EU member states and EEA EFTA states regarding 
ACER’s possible decision-making powers. 
 

31.  He added that on the EEA EFTA side, Working Groups had been established to follow 
these and other developments related to the Clean Energy proposals. National 
positions were in the process of being formed, and the discussion on possible 
incorporation was supposed to start soon. Whether the final legal acts would indeed 

be EEA relevant would ultimately be a matter for the EEA Joint Committee. 
 

32.  Mr Dohrmann stated that the EEA EFTA states were also very much engaged 

themselves in finding ways to make the transition to clean energy. Liechtenstein for 
example already adopted its 2020 Energy Strategy in 2012. It has shown strong 
commitment to saving energy and reaching a very high level of energy efficie ncy. 

Regarding Iceland, clean energy remains the bread and butter of the country’s power 
and heating sectors, which are well-known internationally for their reliance on 
renewable sources of energy. For Norway, the adoption of an ambitious climate law by 

the Storting last year highlights Norway’s ongoing commitment to reduce global 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

 
33.  In the ensuing exchange of views, the Norwegian delegation gave an overview of the 

ACER debate in Norway, which had among others touched upon sensitive sovereignty 
issues. Considerable opposition had been mobilised from the traditional opponents of 
the EEA, but also from some trade unions and some regional and local fractions of the 

Labour Party. The engagement against ACER had further spread to a relatively large 
part of the society (e.g. a Facebook page against ACER with more than 70,000 
members). The parliamentarians explained that the debate had shown that the issue 

of the Norwegian participation in EU agencies increasingly pose d constitutional 
challenges for Norway. Some critical voices had proposed seeking the opinion of the 
Supreme Court on the matter. However, after heated debates, a comprise had been 

achieved and the Storting had on 22 March 2018 voted in favour of the incorporation 
of the Third Energy Package into the EEA Agreement. 
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Future work of the EEA JPC 
 

34.  The Bureau of the EEA JPC decided that the following topics would be discussed at the 

51st EEA JPC meeting: Brexit and the EEA; EU Social Pillar, New Deal for Consumers, 
Artificial Intelligence, (possibly) continuation of the debate on cybersecurity.  

 

 
Any other business 
 

35.  None 
 
 

Date and place of next meeting 
  

36.  Strasbourg on 12 and 13 December 2018 
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ANNEX 
50TH MEETING OF THE EEA JPC 

Stavanger 
7-8 May 2018 

 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT  
 
 

Mr Jørn DOHRMANN 
(EEA JPC President) 

ECR 

Ms Julia PITERA EPP 

Ms Catherine STIHLER S&D 

Ms Daniela AIUTO EFDD 

  

Mr Flavio FACIONI EFDD political advisor 

Ms Elina VIILUP Desk Officer, Enlargement/EEA Unit 

Ms Kristina KNIUKŠTAITĖ Assistant, Enlargement/EEA Unit 

 
 
 

EFTA 
 

Iceland 
 

Mr Smári MCCARTHY  Pirate Party 

Ms Hanna Katrín FRIƉRIKSSON Reform Party 

Mr Jón GUNNARSSON Independence Party 

Mr Andrés Ingi JÓNSSON Left-Green Movement 

Mr Stígur STEFÁNSSON Secretary to the delegation 

 
Liechtenstein 

 
Mr Elfried HASLER 
(EEA JPC Vice-President) 

Progressive Citizen’s Party 

Mr Harry QUADERER Independent 
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Norway 
 

Mr Svein Roald HANSEN Labour Party 

Mr Sigbjørn GJELSVIK Centre Party 

Ms Ingunn FOSS Conservative Party 

Ms Heidi NORDBY LUNDE Conservative Party 

Ms Merethe ELVESTAD Secretary to the delegation 

Ms Margrethe SAXEGAARD Secretary to the delegation 

Mr Per NESTANDE Senior Adviser, International Secretariat, Norwegian 
Parliament 

 
Observers - Switzerland 

 
Mr Thomas AESCHI Swiss People's Party 

Mr Eric NUSSBAUMER Social Democratic Party 

Mr Hans Peter PORTMANN FDP. The Liberals 

Ms Kathy RIKLIN Christian Democratic Party 

Mr Cédric STUCKY Secretary to the delegation 

 
EFTA Secretariat 

 
Mr Dag W. HOLTER Deputy Secretary-General 

Mr Georges BAUR Assistant Secretary-General 

Ms Camilla LANGSHOLT Senior Officer 

Ms Laurie Anne AGNESE Information Coordinator 

Ms Nora SKAANSAR Officer 

Ms Sandra GERDTS Assistant 

 
 

SPEAKERS AND OTHER GUESTS 
 
Mr Andrew BYRNE Deputy Head of the EU mission in Oslo 

H.E. Ms Bergdís ELLERTSDÓTTIR EFTA Chair of the EEA Joint Committee and representing the 
EFTA Chair of the EEA Council 

Mr Niels ENGELSCHIØN Director General, Department for European Affairs at the 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Mr Jan Erik GRINDHEIM Political Scientist Civita and Associate Professor UC South East 
Norway 
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Mr Boyan NATAN Chair of EFTA Working Party, Bulgarian Presidency of the 
Council of the EU 

Mr Vaclav NAVRATIL EEA Coordination desk, Western Europe Division, EEAS 

Mr Martin SKYLV Representing the Chair of the EEA Joint Committee, EEAS 

Mr Ulf SVERDRUP Director, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) 

Ms Andreia VISCONTI IORDACHITA Political Administrator, Council of the European Union 

 


