
 

 

NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 9/2020 OF 1 SEPTEMBER 2020

 

 

 

 

Words by the Chair

Dear colleagues,

I want to welcome everyone back
after the summer holidays. We
resume our work with caution and
respect for the current situation.
With many challenges still ahead
we carry on to what I hope will be
the better half of 2020. Although
virtual meetings and teleworking
offer the opportunity to continue
our work here in the European
Parliament, I am looking forward to
seeing you all in person very soon!

We will begin this committee
meeting with three considerations
of opinions. Firstly, we discuss the
Recovery and Resilience Facility
where we are associated with
BUDG and ECON. Followed by a
consideration on the public sector
loan facility under the Just
Transition Mechanism where the
Commission proposal includes
€1.5 billion in grants from the EU
budget and up to €10 billion in
loans from the EIB. Finally, we
shall be looking closer at the new
InvestEU proposal made in May by
the Commission.

We are also looking forward to
hear first-hand about the priorities
of the German Presidency of the
Council in the field of research and
innovation. Parliament has already
expressed its discontent with
certain aspects of the Next
Generation EU and the MFF deals
found within the Council, including
the budget reserved for the ITRE
remit.

Cristian-Silviu Buşoi

 

 

 

 

Exchange of views

Establishing a Recovery and Resilience Facility

Consideration of opinion

Rapporteur: François-Xavier Bellamy

The Rapporteur, François-Xavier Bellamy (EPP) will present the 27 amendments of his draft
opinion on the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). ITRE is associated committee to the
BUDG/ECON Committees on this file.

The RRF will provide large-scale financial support to reforms and investments undertaken by
Member States with the aims of mitigating the economic and social impact of the coronavirus
pandemic and of making the EU economies more sustainable, resilient and better prepared
for the challenges posed by the green and digital transformation.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

• Deadline for tabling amendments: 2 September 2020, 12:00
• Vote in ITRE: 15 October 2020 (tbc)
• Vote in main committee (BUDG/ECON): tbc

Public sector loan facility under the Just Transition Mechanism

Consideration of opinion

Rapporteur: Izabela-Helena Kloc

The public sector loan facility is the third pillar of the Just Transition Mechanism (JTM) and
part of the European Green Deal. The Mechanism aims at promoting social fairness in the
transition towards a climate-neutral economy in the most vulnerable coal - and carbon-
intensive regions. It consists of three pillars of financing: the Just Transition Fund, a dedicated
just transition scheme under InvestEU, and the public sector loan facility. The Commission
proposal includes €1.5 billion in grants from the EU budget and up to €10 billion in loans from
the European Investment Bank's own sources. The facility will mobilise up to between €25
and €30 billion of investments for helping territories and regions most affected by the
transition to a climate-neutral economy, prioritising those that have less capacity to deal with
the costs of the transition.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

• Deadline for tabling amendments: 2 September 2020, 12:00
• Vote in ITRE: 1 October 2020 (tbc)
• Vote in main committee (BUDG/ECON): 12 October 2020 (tbc)
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NEWS FROM THE POLICY
DEPARTMENT A

:Recent publications

Briefing: COVID-19: List of the
measures taken in relation to the
ITRE remit May-June 2020

Study: Energy-intensive industries

Study: Opportunities of Artificial
Intelligence

Study: SME focus - Long term
strategy for the European industrial
future

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

The Agency for the Cooperation
of Energy Regulators (ACER)

ACER publishes four decisions
creating a Nordic electricity
balancing capacity market More

The Body of European
Regulators for Electronic
Communications (BEREC)

BEREC emphasizes the
significance of its constituent
NRAs independence More

European Union Agency for
Cybersecurity (ENISA)

Report on the EU 5G Toolbox
Implementation by Member
States Published More

Euratom Supply Agency (ESA)

ESA Annual Report 2019 -
Analysis of supply and demand
of nuclear material and services
in the EU More

Fusion for Energy (F4E)

ITER Neutral Beam Test Facility
gets too cool! More

European Global Navigation
Satellite System Gnss Agency
(GSA)

GPS III successfully introduced
into EGNOS services More

 The items contained herein areDisclaimer:
drafted by the secretariat of the European
Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions
expressed in this document are the sole
responsibility of the author(s) and do not
necessarily represent the official position of
the European Parliament. This document may
contain links to websites that are created and
maintained by other organisations. The
secretariat does not necessarily endorse the
view(s) expressed on these websites.

Establishing the InvestEU Programme

Consideration of opinion

Rapporteur: Seán Kelly

The COVID-19 pandemic is having a major impact on the Union’s economy, leading to even
higher investment needs in an environment of increased risk. The InvestEU Programme, with
its key feature of de-risking projects to crowd in private finance, can therefore play an
important role in the Union’s economic recovery and in securing the resilience of the entire
economy. In order to better respond to the economic crisis caused by the pandemic, the
Commission has withdrawn its initial InvestEU proposal of May 2018 and presented a new
proposal in May 2020, which increases the initially proposed financial envelope and extends
the scope. BUDG and ECON are lead committees, while ITRE is associated under Rule 57
with shared competences. The Rapporteur, Seán Kelly (EPP) will present and discuss his
draft opinion on the proposal.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

• Deadline for tabling amendments: 2 September 2020, 12:00
• Vote in ITRE: 1 October 2020 (tbc)
• Vote in main committee (BUDG/ECON): 12 October 2020 (tbc)

Votes on 1 September

Dossier Rapporteur
No of 
AMs

No of 
CAs

Vote in 
lead com
/Plenary

Amending Regulation (EU) 2015/1017 
as regards creation of a Solvency 
Support Instrument

Adoption of opinion

Robert Hajšel 148 1 Lead 
committee 
(ECON):

tbc

News and events

Exchange of views with Ms Anja Karliczek, Federal Minister of 
Education and Research
 
Ms Anja Karliczek, German Federal Minister of Education and
Research will presenting to ITRE the priorities of the German
Presidency of the Council in the field of research and
innovation. Many of the issues that the Presidency has chosen

focus on, ranging from dealing with the Coronovirus pandemic and its fallout to strengthening
Europe’s digital and technological sovereignty, imply a solid investment in research and
innovation. The adoption of Horizon Europe, together with its budget breakdown is, therefore,
expected to be the number one priority of the German presidency in this area.   Parliament,
however, has already expressed its unhappiness with the certain aspects of the Next
Generation EU and the MFF deals found within the Council, including the budget reserved for
research and innovation.
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