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Editorial by Karima Delli
Due to the current restrictions, we had to once again hold our committee
meeting in a remote participation format. We must nevertheless carry on with
our work to improve the mobility of EU citizens and I take this opportunity to
thank you all for the excellent cooperation despite the adverse conditions.

First, I wish to commend the adoption of the draft opinion on the New Circular
Economy Action Plan with a large majority. This plan is one of the many
important steps the EU has to take to reach its climate goals.

This meeting was also the occasion to hear the ECA’s assessment of the progress made towards the completion the EU core
road network. The ECA report confirms that positive steps have been taken but that the Commission needs to focus its
investments on the Core network and to step up monitoring. The Policy Department then presented us with a study that
TRAN had requested, on emerging technologies transforming the transport sector. Both the ECA report and the Policy
Department study are timely and useful inputs ahead of the revision of the TEN-T guidelines. Finally, TRAN had fruitful
exchange of views with the Executive Director of EMSA, Maja Markovčić Kostelac, on the impact of the pandemic on
maritime transport and on EMSA. The ED highlighted the remarkable efforts of the maritime transport sector and its workers
to supply the Union with essential goods amidst the plight they suffer. I associate myself with TRAN Members who expressed
our gratitude and deep concern over the health and working conditions of seafarers.

I am looking forward to (remotely) seeing you on 30 November - 1 December for our last Committee meeting of 2020.

In this edition...
Meeting on 10 November
 New Circular Economy Action Plan
 ECA Special Report 09/2020 (Discharge 2019): The EU core road network: shorter travel times but network not

yet fully functional, Presentation by the European Court of Auditors
 Presentation of study on “Emerging technologies transforming the transport sector and actions needed to

prepare transport infrastructure for these changes”
 Exchange of views with Maja Markovčić Kostelac, Executive Director of the European Maritime Safety Agency
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New Circular Economy Action Plan
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Jutta PAULUS (Greens)
o Responsible: ENVI
o Vote in ENVI: 10 December 2020
o Plenary: January 2021

Result of the vote: 37 in favour, 4 against, 2
abstentions.

ECA Special Report 09/2020 (Discharge
2019): The EU core road network: shorter
travel times but network not yet fully
functional
Presentation by the European Court of Auditors

Mr Ladislav Balko, Member of the European Court of
Auditors, presented the main findings of the ECA
Special report 09/20: “The EU core road network:
shorter travel times but network not yet fully
functional”.

The report that aimed at assessing progress towards
achieving the EU objective of completing a fully
functioning TEN-T core road network and the
Commission’s role in this. The European Court of
Auditors found that the development of the TEN-T core
road network supported by EU funding and
Commission action is making progress but that certain
factors hamper full functionality of the TEN-T core road
network. It recommends that the Commission
prioritises investment in the core network, enhances
its monitoring arrangements and strengthens its
approach to maintenance.

The members of the TRAN Committee welcomed the
relevance and quality of the report and expressed
support for its recommendations. Most Members
particularly insisted on the importance of
strengthening the Commission’s monitoring of the
progress in achieving the Core network. They also
highlighted the crucial role of maintenance to fulfil the
objectives of the TEN-T network. Some Members
mentioned that the EU had to work on creating greater
consistency between its transport policy and climate
goals. Mr Balko recalled that the Commission had
accepted the ECA recommendations and that in
particular new monitoring and maintenance
arrangements would be included in next year’s TEN-T
revision.

“Emerging technologies transforming the
transport sector and actions needed to
prepare transport infrastructure for these
changes”
Presentation of study

This study analyses the impacts of emerging
technologies and intelligent mobility on the EU
transport system and transport infrastructure. It was
requested by TRAN from the Policy Department in light
of the ongoing transition in mobility, driven by new
digital technologies. The study authors put into focus
the developments on applications in the areas of
connected intelligent transport systems (C-ITS),
autonomous transport, and mobility as a service
(MaaS) and self-organised logistics networks. In their
presentation, they pointed out significant benefits for
transport, such as in terms of safety, efficiency and
user comfort. They stressed also that wider social
impacts of such applications can be significant,
including the sustainability aspects of transport, but
depend much on the design, implementation and
management by public authorities. They
acknowledged that with most applications being still at
an early stage their full potential will materialize only
in the longer term and that current evidence is still
limited. Regarding transport policy, the authors
recommended to develop an overarching strategy on
smart mobility in conjunction with targeted actions for
each emerging technological application, which should
be undertaken at all levels and closely involve all
stakeholders.

Members welcomed the study as a timely contribution
to the ongoing debate on the future of mobility, not
least of all in the context of recovery from the
pandemic. In the debate, Members asked about the
impact of the new technologies on transport demand
and sustainability, their role for mobility and
connectivity in cities and more rural areas, the
implications for infrastructure financing and public
transport and the cost to users. These factors were
considered as significant for the social acceptance of
the technologies too. Moreover, speakers called for
giving due attention to the needs of persons with
reduced mobility and to the safety of vulnerable
transport users. Regarding the integration of smart
mobility solutions into every-day transport, Members
recalled the need for clear legal rules for mixed traffic
situations and highlighted the need to ensure data
security, access and exchange in digital transport.



TRAN Newsletter of November 2020

3/4

Exchange of views with Maja Markovčić
Kostelac, Executive Director of the European
Maritime Safety Agency

How is the European maritime transport faring during
the pandemic? The TRAN Committee Tourism sought
answers by holding an exchange of views with the
Executive Director of the European Maritime Safety
Agency Maja Markovčić Kostelac. Her intervention also
included the impact of COVID-19 on EMSA, and an
overview of the agency’s programme for 2021.

Serious, but not lethal. That is how Ms Markovčić
Kostelac described the pandemic’s impact on maritime
transport, especially on passenger and cruise shipping,
on the number of flag state and port state control
inspections, and on the health and work conditions of
seafarers. She assured that EMSA has taken some steps
to alleviate the burden of the pandemic, which amount
essentially to informational support, including offering
guidance for safe cruise ship operations.

However, EMSA managed to pull through according to
its Executive Director. The agency was able to carry
90% of its 2020 work programme thanks to its quick
adaptation and its investment in technology and digital
solutions. For instance, EMSA was able to train a
significant number of officers and to deploy many
parallel RPASS missions to monitor emissions and
pollution.

Finally, she gave an overview of EMSA’s 2021
programme. The agency aims to provide informational
support in terms of sustainability (maritime fuels and a
potential introduction of the ETS in shipping). EMSA
will also focus on the safety of fishing, passenger, and
container ships, on cybersecurity and on the safety
aspects of autonomous shipping. Concerning
surveillance, EMSA plans to deploy more RPASS
services and to upgrade Earth Observation services.
Finally, EMSA projects more digitalisation to ensure
administrative efficiency and safety at sea. The agency
also plans to train additional inspection officers.

In the following debate, TRAN MEPs showed much
interest. They commended EMSA for its efforts to
assist the maritime sector during the pandemic
without neglecting its core missions. MEPs stressed the
need to address the health and work conditions of
seafarers, which significantly deteriorated during the
pandemic. In addition, some MEPs expressed concern
about the safety of passengers on passenger vessels,
and asked about the efficiency of the sanitary

measures imposed on-board. Finally, MEPs asked for
clarification on the progress of the introduction of the
ETS in maritime transport, while highlighting the need
to preserve the competitiveness of the EU’s shipping
industry.

Ms Markovčić Kostelac assured the MEPs that EMSA
works with the European Commission and Member
States to repatriate stranded seafarers and to ensure
their designation as key workers to improve their
health and work conditions. She added that the
relevant norms and conventions are generally well-
respected on European ships and that passenger ships
generally comply with EMSA’s guidance regarding
COVID-19 related safety measures. Finally, she
declared that the introduction of the ETS in maritime
transport is one of the many options available to
implement the Green Deal. She nevertheless agreed
with the MEPs upon the necessity to consider the
specificities of maritime transport to avoid hampering
the sector’s competitiveness in the European Union.
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda
Monday, 30 November 9.00-12.00 and 13.45-15.45 and Tuesday, 1 December 13.45-15.45 and 16.45-
18.45

 Adoption of draft reports:
- Revision of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) guidelines
- Agreement between the European Union and Japan on civil aviation safety

 Adoption of draft opinion on Connectivity and EU-Asia relations
 Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional negotiations on European Year

of Rail (2021)
 First exchange of views on Implementation of the Single European Sky (recast) and on Amending

Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 as regards the capacity of the European Union Aviation Safety Agency
to act as Performance Review Body of the Single European Sky

 Consideration of draft report on Implementation report on the road safety aspects of the
Roadworthiness Package

 Consideration of draft opinions:
- 2019 discharge: General budget of the EU - European Commission
- 2019 discharges: Agencies and Joint Undertakings
- A European Strategy for Energy System Integration
- A European Strategy for Hydrogen

 Consideration of amendments on A European strategy for data
 Public hearing on Future-proofing the Tourism Sector: Challenges and Opportunities Ahead
 International Maritime Organisation: Feedback from the 102nd session of the Maritime Safety

Committee and the 75th session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee, Exchange of
views with Director Magda Kopczynska, DG MOVE

TRAN Committee meetings 2021
Please note that all dates are still to be confirmed depending on room and interpretation resources.

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-
analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
German Presidency of the Council: https://www.eu2020.de/eu2020-en

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©
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