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M E E T I N G S  

AIDA Meetings of 26 and 27 October 2020 

On 26 October, the AIDA Committee held its first meeting 

and heard Commissioner for the Internal Market, Thierry 

Breton on the topic of AI in a digital age. The Commissioner 

highlighted that Europe is not lagging behind the US and 

China in the industrial ICT domain. He stressed that there is 

a need to regulate data sets used for AI purposes 

considering that some of them will be used for a very long 

period of time by smart and self-learning applications. He 

pointed out especially that a clear regulatory distinction is 

needed between "personal data" and “industrial data” for AI 

purposes. Regarding high-risk applications (i.e. those with 

the potential to engender discrimination and bias or safety hazards) a concept of certification may be needed. A 

regime of authorizations should also be considered with adequate monitoring via regulatory tools. Commissioner 

Breton explained that an increased EU technological sovereignty implies inter alia more technological autonomy, 

more resources dedicated to industrial developments, early adoption of AI, and standards to improve interoperability; 

a harmonized EU market for AI data and an effective enforcement of EU legislation, also including the processing 

and storing of industrial data needed for AI purposes inside the EU. He however reassured that future EU internal 

industrial data market should be open to third countries if they are compliant with the applicable internal market rules. 

 

On 27 October, AIDA committee welcomed speakers both from the Commission and the OECD to its second 

meeting. The meeting started with Executive Vice-President Margrethe Vestager, who is in charge of "Europe Fit for 

the Digital Age" political priority in the European Commission, debating the AI White Paper and the upcoming 

legislative proposals with AIDA Members. The Vice-President was glad that AI is seen as vital for Europe’s future 

economic growth and societal flourishing and saw her invitation as a token of that. According to Ms Vestager, AI 

could deliver about 16% higher cumulative GDP by 2030, or about 1.2% additional GDP growth per year. She went 

on to stress that AI can be a "precious ally" in solving current challenges, such as the coronavirus crisis; during Covid-

19 pandemic AI can help in tasks such as developing vaccines and in medical imagery and analysis. The two 

important ecosystems of excellence and of trust mentioned in the AI White Paper were also highlighted in the opening 

remarks - according to Ms Vestager, the EU needs both to be successful in AI. Strengthening research capacities is 

crucial and so is reskilling and building new talent in AI, Vice-President underlined. Furthermore, she highlighted that 

citizens need to be able to trust the technology and that legal certainty needs to exist so that businesses will be 

interested in developing and using AI. In addition to the current strategies and upcoming legislation, Vice-President 

Vestager also spoke about the importance of a long-term vision for 2030 and beyond. She said that AIDA committee’s 

role is very important in setting the EU’s long-term priorities and she is looking forward to the valuable contribution 

the committee is going to make. She also encouraged the committee to look at AI from 'a 2030 angle’. 

In the second part of the meeting, Members had the chance to discuss OECD’s activities on AI with Director for 

Science, Technology and Innovation, Andrew Wyckoff, and Deputy Director, Dirk Pilat. The OECD works extensively 

on AI. To illustrate this, the OECD speakers presented Members with several initiatives that are ongoing, such as an 

online repository of over 300 AI policy initiatives. 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/vestager_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/commission-white-paper-artificial-intelligence-feb2020_en.pdf
https://twitter.com/IoanDragosT/status/1321138461445885955
https://oecd.ai/dashboards
https://oecd.ai/dashboards


AIDA Meeting of 9 November 2020 

On 9 November, AIDA Members had an exchange of views with the Germany Presidency and the German 

Bundestag Study Commission on AI. Thomas Jarzombek, the Economic Affairs Ministry’s Commissioner for the 

Digital Industry and Start-ups, presented his views on the importance of approaching AI policy and regulation in terms 

of harnessing opportunities, and not only mitigating risks. He also presented German and EU-backed funding 

initiatives relating to AI, such as the European Future Fund.  

The Bundestag Study Commission on "Artificial Intelligence – Social Responsibility and Economic, Social and 
Ecological Potential" was represented by Bundestag Member, Anna Christmann. AIDA Members were presented 
with the findings of the final report of the Study Commission covering numerous sectoral applications of AI.. A 
summary of the 800-page report is available under the AIDA meeting documents. 

Also see: 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201024IPR90120/ 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201109IPR91101/ 
 

U P C O M I N G  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  A N D  H E A R I N G S  
 

Watch the committee meeting live 

Upcoming AIDA Hearing on AI and Health 

On 2 December 2020, from 09.00 to 12.00, the AIDA 

Committee will be organising an online hearing on “AI and 

Health”. The event will include two panels. The first panel will 

focus on digital governance with the participation of the Greek 

Minister of Digital Governance Kyriakos Pierrakakis, as well 

as the Director of the European Centre for Disease Control, 

Andrea Ammon, and Deputy Director General of DG-SANTE, 

Claire Bury. The European Commission has recently issued 

a Proposal for a revision of the ECDC mandate on 11 

November 2020. The second panel will feature the 

participation of representatives of business and academia, and will focus on cutting edge uses of AI in the health 

sector as well as current challenges and opportunities.  

The draft programme, once available will be published on the committee website. 

 

E V E N T S  I N  T H E  F I E L D  O F  A I  

 

Please note that not all of the following events and activities are organised by the EP. The organisers therefore may change and/or update 
event information accordingly. For more information and registration (where applicable) please visit the respective websites of the 

organisers. 

Date Event Place 

   

1-2 December AI4People Summit online 

2 December AIDA Committee meeting: AI and health online 

2 December OECD Parliamentary Group on Artificial Intelligence online 

14 December 
German Presidency and the Fundamental Rights Agency: Conference on AI and 
human rights  

online 

  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/AIDA/DV/2020/11-09/Executive_Summary_Final_ReportEN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201024IPR90120/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201109IPR91101/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=COMMITTEES
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/commission-presents-proposals-expansion-ecdc-mandate
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/aida/meetings/meeting-documents
https://ai4people.eu/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/aida/home/highlights
http://www.oecd.org/parliamentarians/meetings/ai-meeting-december-2020/
https://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2020/conference-features-fundamental-rights-protection-era-artificial-intelligence
https://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2020/conference-features-fundamental-rights-protection-era-artificial-intelligence
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