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Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear colleagues and friends,

As we just had our last committee meeting of 2020, I would like to thank you for
your remarkable dedication and good cooperation over this challenging year.
The worldwide pandemic COVID-19, lead almost all governments and
institutions around the globe, including the European Parliament, to take
restrictive measures, of which social distancing had a pivotal role. This has
undoubtedly affected the way we were used to work but it did not influence the
quality or the commitment of our daily endeavours. With this in mind I would
like to take this opportunity to thank all the technicians, interpreters and staff who did their best to ensure that the meetings
ran smoothly even if remotely.

It is worth mentioning that tourism was back in the last Committee’s agenda with the public hearing “Future-proofing the
Tourism Sector: Challenges and Opportunities Ahead”, a first-of a-kind public hearing run in remote mode in our Committee.
The inspiring debate with the external experts focused to on the ways to revamp the industry through transitioning to
sustainable, responsible and smart tourism. Not surprisingly, all interveners devoted special attention on how to support
the tourism industry recover from the current crisis.

I am pleased to say that we successfully voted on the Revision of the TEN-T guidelines, on the Connectivity and EU-Asia
relations, on Agreement between the European Union and Japan on civil aviation safety and finally on the next year - 2021-
as the European Year of Rail. We also held a lively debate on the draft report related to Implementation report on the road
safety aspects of the Roadworthiness Package. With regards to aviation, we had exchanges with the Commission on the two
topics related to the (recast) Implementation of the Single European Sky (SES) and on the capacity of the EASA to act as
Performance Review Body of the SES.

We also had debates on the draft opinions related to the 2019 discharge for the General budget of the EU managed by the
EC and as well as for the Agencies and Joint Undertakings, and on the following European Strategies: for the Energy System
Integration, for Hydrogen and for data. Last but not least, such a meeting was also the occasion to have a fruitful exchange
of views with the Commission on the latest sessions of the IMO’s Maritime Safety (MSC) and Marine Environment Protection
(MEPC) Committees.

Despite all the restrictions and the challenges this year we managed to achieve a lot and I would like to thank you each and
every one of you for your cooperation and flexibility.

I wish you and your families a joyful, and healthy holiday season! I look forward to welcome you back in 2021, with renewed
energy, in order to resume our activities which are so crucial for the mobility of all European citizens.
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In this edition...
Meeting on 30 November - 1 December 2020
 Revision of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) guidelines
 Connectivity and EU-Asia relations
 Agreement between the European Union and Japan on civil aviation safety
 European Year of Rail (2021)
 Implementation of the Single European Sky (recast)
 Amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 as regards the capacity of the European Union Aviation Safety Agency

to act as Performance Review Body of the Single European Sky
 Implementation report on the road safety aspects of the Roadworthiness Package
 2019 discharge: General budget of the EU - European Commission
 2019 discharges: Agencies and Joint Undertakings
 A European Strategy for Energy System Integration
 A European Strategy for Hydrogen
 A European strategy for data
 Future-proofing the Tourism Sector: Challenges and Opportunities Ahead
 International Maritime Organisation: Feedback from the 102nd session of the Maritime Safety Committee and

the 75th session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee, Exchange of views with Director Magda
Kopczynska, DG MOVE

Revision of the Trans-European Transport
Network (TEN-T) guidelines
Vote on draft report
o Rapporteur: Jens GIESEKE (PPE)
o Plenary: January 2021

Result of the vote: 47 in favour, 1 against, 1 abstention.

Connectivity and EU-Asia relations
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Angel DZHAMBAZKI (ECR)
o Vote in lead committee (AFET): 10 December 2020
o Plenary: January 2021

Result of the vote: 42 in favour, 1 against, 6
abstentions.

Agreement between the European Union
and Japan on civil aviation safety
Vote on the draft recommendation
o Rapporteur: Cláudia MONTEIRO DE AGUIAR (PPE)
o Plenary: (tbc)

Result of the vote: 47 in favour, 0 against, 2
abstentions.

European Year of Rail (2021)
Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from
interinstitutional negotiations
o Rapporteur: Anna DEPARNAY-GRUNENBERG

(Verts/ALE)
o Plenary: December 2020

Result of the vote: 49 in favour, 0 against, 0
abstentions.

Implementation of the Single European Sky
(recast)
Exchange of views
o Rapporteur: Marian-Jean MARINESCU (PPE)

In an update over the prolonged Single European Sky
file, the Rapporteur, Mr Marinescu, praised the
Commission proposal as “good” and said that,
although the updates introduced were minor, the text
merited a new discussion in the Committee and
therefore needed a restart of the first reading
procedure. He committed to revise the position of the
Parliament from 2014 and re-table the amendments
that were still relevant in his new draft report. He said
that SES is the first step to decarbonise aviation but
warned the Committee that arguments voiced by the
opposition to the SES reform have remained the same
for 14 years. The Shadows and other Members
expressed their hope for a balanced report, stressing
the need to combine a necessary improvement in
efficiency, competitiveness, institutional management
and supervision of the ATM services with a mitigation
of potential social impact of the new measures. While
many Members recognised digitalisation and
avoidance of conflict of interests as the most important
parts of the proposal, some of them were doubtful
about its real impact on the reduction of CO2 emissions
from aviation and expressed concern about the
cooperation between the civil and military ATM, risk to
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the Member States’ sovereignty and job losses in the
sector.

Amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 as
regards the capacity of the European Union
Aviation Safety Agency to act as
Performance Review Body of the Single
European Sky
Exchange of views
o Rapporteur: Bogusław LIBERADZKI (S&D)

The TRAN committee hosted a first exchange of views
over the Commission proposal that attributes to the EU
Agency for Aviation Safety (EASA) the capacity to act as
Performance Review Body (PRB) in the framework of
the new Single European Sky (previous point on TRAN
agenda). The Rapporteur, Mr Liberadzki, stressed on
the importance of a performance review body, which
would measure key performance indicators, in order to
prevent congestion in the European airspace and to
improve efficiency and sustainability, and presented
also the position of some Member States on this topic.

In the ensuing debate, Shadow rapporteurs and other
Members focused their intervention on the
independence of the PRB and its function within the
EASA. Another topic discussed was the attribution of
economic competences to EASA, whose main function
is related to aviation security. Some Members raised
concerns that the amendment would undermine the
competences of national authorities over air traffic
management (ATM). Finally, some MEPs enquired
about the potential costs incurred on users by the
proposed PRB’s funding model.

With the closing intervention, the Commission said
that the decoupling of air navigation services from air
support services would not be mandatory, but would
rather be encouraged through incentives. Although the
PRB would be included into EASA, the Commission
insisted that the two would be independent from each
other and would only share support services and
facilities. The Commission addressed the MEPs’
concerns over national competences by arguing that
the PRB’s competences were already exercised at the
European level. Finally, it assured that air services
users already support ATM costs, thus the funding of
the PRB would incur minimal costs.

Implementation report on the road safety
aspects of the Roadworthiness Package
Consideration of draft report
o Rapporteur: Benoît LUTGEN (PPE)
o Vote in TRAN: February 2021

The EU adopted the Roadworthiness Package in 2014,
as part of the road safety policy framework, which
consists of a three-fold legislation aiming to improve
the quality of vehicle testing, harmonise the
requirements during roadside inspections and
introduce the first European measure to combat
odometer fraud.

In the presentation of his draft report, Mr Lutgen
highlighted that the transposition of the package has
shown an improved harmonisation of national
procedures in the Member States and helped increase
the quality of periodic technical inspections, hence
improving road safety standards. His report includes a
series of suggestions for a future revision of the
Package regarding the frequency and content of tests,
roadside inspections, training of inspectors, cargo
securing and exchange of data between Member
States through a European Vehicle Information
Platform. The Rapporteur also expressed that the
Roadworthiness framework should become fit for the
future by introducing new mandatory advanced safety
systems in the scope of periodic technical inspections.

A lively debate followed, in which shadows and TRAN
Members welcomed the quality of the report and
expressed support for its recommendations. TRAN
Members also suggested, among other issues, to
include two- and three-wheel vehicles in the scope of
the Roadworthiness inspections and to reinforce the
provisions concerning odometer fraud.

2019 discharge: General budget of the EU -
European Commission
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Elżbieta Katarzyna ŁUKACIJEWSKA

(PPE)
o Vote in TRAN: January 2021
o Vote in lead committee (TRAN): March 2021

The Rapporteur, Ms Łukacijewska (EPP), presented the
draft opinion on the discharge for the Commission and
executive agencies. Ms Łukacijewska highlighted, in
particular the importance of a close Commission
monitoring of EU infrastructure projects, the role
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transport could play in a post Covid-19 recovery, the
need for a proper military mobility funding as well as a
dedicated Tourism budget line. The Shadow
rapporteurs thanked the Rapporteur for her work.
Most of the speakers supported Ms Łukacijewska’s
comments on the necessary monitoring of
infrastructure projects and the need for a dedicated
tourism budget line. Some Shadows however
expressed their opposition to Military Mobility. The
Rapporteur expressed her willingness to further work
on this report with Shadow rapporteurs.

2019 discharges: Agencies and Joint
Undertakings
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Maria GRAPINI (S&D)
o Vote in TRAN: January 2021
o Vote in lead committee (CONT): March 2021

The Rapporteur, Ms Grapini (S&D), presented the draft
opinion on the discharge for the following Agencies
and Joint Undertakings (JUs): ERA, EMSA, EASA, Clean
Sky 2, Shift2Rail and SESAR. Ms Grapini expressed her
overall satisfaction with the way these agencies/joint
undertakings are managed. She welcomed in particular
the efforts of EMSA towards gender balance and its
increased range of services, the improved
management of ERA and the increased budget
implementation rate of the Clean Sky 2 joint
undertaking. The Shadow rapporteurs thanked the
rapporteur for her work on the draft opinion and
shared her overall assessment and satisfaction with
the agencies’ and JU’s financial management. Most of
the Shadows highlighted the important work of
Agencies and Joint undertakings and the need for them
to be properly funded and staffed.

A European Strategy for Energy System
Integration
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Elena KOUNTOURA (GUE/NGL)
o Vote in TRAN: 24-25 February 2021 (tbc)
o Vote in lead committee (ITRE): March 2021 (tbc)

The Rapporteur, Ms Kountoura gave a brief
presentation of her draft opinion, emphasising the
'energy efficiency first' principle and that the
decarbonisation of the transport sector will require a
massive deployment of direct and indirect electric
mobility from renewable energy sources. She also
underlined the importance of providing inclusive

access to affordable renewable energy, including to
outermost regions,

In the ensuing discussion, the majority of Members
who took the floor expressed support for the
Commission's Communication. Several Members
stressed the importance of developing alternative
synthetic fuels only for those sectors that cannot easily
be electrified. Other issues raised by Members
concerned inter alia the importance to tax energy
product in accordance with their climate performance
and to increase the electricity interconnection
between Member States.

© European Union 2020 – EP/photographer

A European Strategy for Hydrogen
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Georg MAYER (ID)
o Vote in TRAN: February 2021
o Vote in lead committee (ITRE): March 2021

The opinion on the European Strategy for Hydrogen
highlights the need to address the high costs of green
hydrogen, to take into account the specificities of the
different types of transports and the role of safety.
TRAN Members shared the concern over the
competitiveness of green hydrogen, which availability
and technology maturity can be improved. They also
insisted on technology neutrality by asserting that
other sources of sustainable energy should not be
sidelined. Finally, several Members highlighted the
importance of implementing comprehensive safety
norms, and of improving the internal and external
supply of renewable energy to produce green
hydrogen.
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A European strategy for data
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Roman HAIDER (ID)
o Vote in TRAN: January 2021
o Vote in lead committee (ITRE): February 2021 (tbc)

TRAN discussed the amendments submitted to the
opinion to ITRE committee’s INI report on “A European
strategy for data”. The Rapporteur, Mr Haider,
welcomed many of the tabled amendments and took
the opportunity to present his own draft opinion in
which he prioritized personal data protection. The
transport sector must become more customer- and
eco-friendly, particularly through a better exchange of
data. To that end, the existing legal framework must be
improved primarily in terms of cybersecurity, but also
in terms of vehicles and data safety.

During the debate, some Members outlined their
priorities on the European strategy for use of data in
the transport and tourism sectors, inter alia a more
proactive approach in the use of data to boost
innovation in Europe, and improved legal safeguards to
let citizens benefit from data and to create a better
operating environment for SMEs and start-ups.

Some Members reminded that the transport and
tourism sectors already generate vast amounts of data,
which should be better used to make the sectors safer,
cleaner, and securer. In this regard, Europe needs a
legislative framework that strikes the right approach
and balance for ensuring data privacy, taking into
account who owns the data, as well as the need for
data sharing, and when and where it helps grow
industries.

Data should be used for developing the application of
artificial intelligence in smart, connected, and
autonomous driving by providing the right incentives
and by ensuring fair rules, and by initiating a proper
debate in society. Data sharing should also be enabled
for research. It is essential that European standards be
set up, based on the principles of accessibility,
interoperability and reusability, including for the
storage and processing of data.

The Commission welcomed TRAN’s work in this matter
and pointed out that Europe has a real shot at
becoming a key player in this space. All work is to be
carried out in full compliance with European values
and private data protection rules. It is important that
funding and policy go hand to hand.

In his concluding remarks, the Rapporteur considered
that the amendments cover all key aspects. He also
expressed his willingness to work with other political
groups to reach the best possible compromise.

Future-proofing the Tourism Sector:
Challenges and Opportunities Ahead
Public hearing

Tourism was back on the committee’s agenda with the
first public hearing run in remote mode on “Future-
proofing the Tourism Sector: Challenges and
Opportunities Ahead”.

Members were looking ahead on how to bring about a
successful future for the industry through transitioning
to sustainable, responsible and smart tourism. Experts
from various organisations shared their views on those
matters:

Mr Thomas ELLERBECK, Member of the TUI Group
Executive Committee
Mr Morgan FOULKES, Deputy Director General ACI
EUROPE,
Mr Tony ZAHRA, President of the Mediterranean
Tourism Foundation
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Mr Ukko METSOLA, Director General for CLIA in Europe
Ms Marie AUDREN, Director General HOTREC
Mr Prosper WANNER, Les Oiseaux de Passage and
Sardaigne en Liberté.

Their key common messages were as follows:
- Restore safe and seamless travel through enhanced
and wide-ranging crisis coordination, as well as testing
regimes that would replace quarantine as much as
possible; improved coordination and exchange of
information between the Member States, the EU
institutions and the industry.
- Learn from the crisis through the establishment of a
joint mechanism to meet emergencies, and creation of
a Tourism Advisory Group with all the relevant actors
taking part;
- Move towards a digital and green tourism sector, by
putting in place EU policies and investments
supporting such transition.
- The key role played by innovation in making transport
and travel greener, e.g., by developing alternative
fuels, especially in the aviation and maritime sectors.
Zero emission cruises cannot be achieved without the
development of clean fuels in Europe.

TRAN Members actively engaged in dialogue with
these outside experts. They were keen to explore
possible solutions of what more could be done at EU
level to make sure the tourism industry recovers and
thrives again. Inevitably, their focus moved to ways to
help the tourism industry recover from the current
crisis.

The Members agreed that in order to move towards
sustainable tourism, all three pillars: economic, social
and environmental, must be taken into account. With
the economic pillar crumbling under the hefty impact
of Covid-19 crisis, this is also an opportunity to reset
the collective thinking and focus on destination
sustainability, especially in destinations popular with
tourists.

EU funding should be earmarked for this transition -
e.g, in the form of a devoted budget line for sustainable
tourism, which TRAN Members have been advocating
for several years. SMEs could benefit not only from EU
funding, but also from getting more help on how to
access such funding, and on how to build partnerships.

International Maritime Organisation:
Feedback from the 102nd session of the
Maritime Safety Committee and the 75th
session of the Marine Environment
Protection Committee
Exchange of views with the Commission

The TRAN committee held an exchange of views with
DG MOVE to find more on how the IMO is addressing
the pending critical issues related to the pandemic and
the climate change following the latest sessions of the
IMO’s Maritime Safety (MSC) and Marine Environment
Protection (MEPC) Committees. Several topics were
discussed, including the question of the pandemic’s
impact on seafarers. In addition, the parties agreed to
short-term measures to speed up the adoption of a
framework to reduce GHG emissions, which contains
efficiency measures and ships certification procedures,
and to a draft proposal to ban the use of HFO by vessels
in the Arctic starting 2024.

TRAN Members welcomed the Commission’s feedback
but expressed disappointment. They regretted the
IMO’s lack of ambition in reducing GHG emissions in
maritime transport. They called on the EU to take
matters in its hands by implementing more ambitious
measures, including the extension of the ETS to
maritime transport and the promotion of SAFs. Some
MEPs also enquired about provisions on efficiency
standards in shipbuilding. Other Members warned
about the potential damaging impact of having two
European and global standards. Some MEPs also
stressed the need for effective measures to address
the question of stranded seafarers and crew
changeover.

In its ensuing intervention, the Commission assured
that it would keep working within the IMO framework
to ensure sufficiently ambitious carbon reduction
efforts in the future. It also said that provisions
promoting SAFs were included in by the MEPC, which
invited the Commission to come up with propositions
regarding the implementation of the ETS in shipping.
The MEPC also included proposals towards
shipbuilding certification and research and innovation
for sustainable technologies. Moreover, the
Commission insisted on the need that the EU and the
IMO work together to address the issues concerning
such a global sector. Finally, the Commission assured
the TRAN Members that it has worked with the IMO
and the ILO on the question of seafarers.
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On a side note, TRAN Members are planning to attend
the future meetings of IMO committees in their role of
observers.

TRAN Committee meetings 2021
Please note that all dates are still to be confirmed depending on room and interpretation resources.

 Monday 11 January 13.45-15.45
 Monday 25 January 13.45-16.15 and 16.45-18.45
 Tuesday 26 January 9.30-12.30
 Wednesday 24 February 13.45-15.45 and 16.45 to 18.45
 Thursday 25 February 9.00-12.00

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-
analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
German Presidency of the Council: https://www.eu2020.de/eu2020-en

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©
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