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Prof. Gilles VASSAL trained as a Paediatric Oncologist, received his PhD in
Pharmacology. He is Professor of Oncology in University Paris Saclay.  Former
head of Clinical Research, he is currently heading the Pediatric Medico Scientific
Research programme at Gustave Roussy, a large comprehensive cancer centre
with 11,000 new patients annually. For the last 20 years, Gilles Vassal dedicated
his research, clinical and training activity to the development of new drugs for
children and adolescents with cancer.
He is Head of Policy Affairs on the Board of SIOP Europe, the European Society
for Paediatric Oncology. He co-founded three European networks, an EU
academic Consortium for Innovative Therapies for Children with Cancer (ITCC),
the European Network for Cancer research in Children and Adolescents (ENCCA)
and the European Expert Paediatric Oncology Reference Network for Diagnostics
and treatment (ExPO-r-Net).  He also played a central role in the Joint Action on
Rare Cancers (JARC) from the paediatric cancer perspective. He is the lead of the
SIOP Europe Essential Medicines Project. Gilles Vassal is currently ITCC chair,
a network that conducts a comprehensive new drug development program from
the biology and preclinical evaluation to the early drug trials in 16 EU member
states. He is Past-President (2013-2015) and currently Board Member of the
European Society of Paediatric Oncology (SIOP Europe) driving the EU
Paediatric Oncology Policy agenda of several topics.  He is also Founder and Chair
of ACCELERATE (www.accelerate-platform.org) – a multi-stakeholder
international to accelerate innovation for children and adolescents with cancer.
Created in 2015, ACCELERATE is a partnership between academia, industry,
regulatory agencies (EMA and FDA) and patient advocate groups committed to
improve and speed up the development of innovative therapies. In 2020, Gilles
Vassal received the 5th Annual Leonard M. Rosen Memorial Award for Policy &
Advocacy, granted annually to an individual who has made an outstanding
contribution to childhood cancer policy and advocacy, recognizing the importance
and unique challenges associated with the care and treatment of children with
cancer. He has authored more than 250 publications, is member of several
Scientific Councils.



Prof. Carmelo RIZZARI is Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Milano-
Bicocca, Italy and has been involved in the field of pediatric leukaemias with a
special interest for both traditional and innovative chemotherapy agents.  He is
currently running the Paediatric Haematology-Oncology Unit in Monza (MBBM
Foundation, ASST Monza, University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy), which is one of
the largest centres for the diagnosis and treatment of haematological malignancies
in Italy. He is currently Chairman of the AIEOP (Associazione Italiana di
Ematologia ed Oncologia Pediatrica) Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL)
Committee, aiming to improve the knowledge and treatment of childhood ALL in
the country.  He is also a member of the national AIEOP scientific committees for
first line and relapsed trials for ALL and AML and an active member of several
scientific and steering international committees (e.g. AIEOP-BFM ALL trials,
International BFM Study Group, ITCC, INTREALL).  Within ITCC (Innovative
Therapies for Children with Cancer), he served as a member of the Quality and
Accreditation Committee and is currently the representative of the Center of
Monza within the ITCC Consortium.
Since several years and still currently he is also serving as the representative of
the International BFM Study Group at ENPREMA (European Network for
Pediatric Research at EMA) which aims to foster and integrate at the European
level the research and innovation in different pediatric areas.
He is also currently national PI or Co-PI or local site PI for several national or
international phase I and II Pharma sponsored or Academia driven studies
involving innovative drugs for resistant/relapsed leukemias and lymphomas.
Author or co-author of a large number of scientific publications, he has also
actively participated as an invited speaker in several international scientific
meetings and disease-specific working groups.

Paolo Giovanni CASALI, Associate Professor of Medical Oncology at the
University of Milan, is the Director of the Medical Oncology Unit 2 (focusing on
adult sarcomas and rare cancer networking) at the Fondazione IRCCS Istituto
Nazionale Tumori, Milan, Italy, where he also serves as the Secretary of the Ethics
Committee.
As the Chair of the European Public Policy Committee, he is a member of the
Council of the European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO), wherein he
previously served as the Treasurer and the Director of Public Policy. In the area
of rare cancers, he coordinated the Joint Action on Rare Cancers (JARC), carried
out between 2016 and 2019, and chairs the Sarcoma domain of EURACAN, the
European Reference Network on rare adult solid cancers. He coordinates the
Steering committee of Rare Cancers Europe. His clinical and research activities
focus on sarcomas.

Prof. Wojciech MŁYNARSKI, MD, PhD Medical University of Łódź, Łódź,
Poland. Wojciech Młynarski is a Professor in the Department of Paediatrics,
Oncology and Haematology at the Medical University of Łódź, Poland. He is also
a coordinator of the National Genetic Laboratory for Paediatric Cancer Oncolab
for whole country. His primary field of expertise is paediatric oncology and
haematology together with some aspects of the cancer predisposition syndromes.
He has also contributed to the description of the genetic background of novel
genetic syndromes in paediatric haematology.
Professor Młynarski completed his training in molecular biology at the University
of Łódź in 1995 (MSc) and medical training at the Medical University of Łódź in
1996 (MD), and followed this with a PhD in biostatistics and genetics in 2000.
Between 2002 and 2004 he held a post-doctoral position at the Department of
Genetics and Epidemiology, Joslin Diabetes Center, Harvard Medical School,
Boston, MA, USA. In 2004-08 he continued his scientific experience as a visiting
researcher at the Harvard Medical School. He is a full professor of paediatric
oncology and haematology at the Medical University of Lodz, Poland since 2011.
Professor Młynarski is a member of the Polish Society of Paediatric Oncology and
Haematology (treasurer since 2016), the Polish Society of Haematology and



Transfusiology (Member of Haemostatic Group since 2016) and a member of
Familial Leukaemia in the ERN PaedCan. He has contributed to over 310
scientific papers (IF>710), mainly focusing on clinical and molecular aspects of
paediatric oncohaematology as well as monogenic disorders published in journals
such as the Lancet, Nature Chemical Biology, Nature Communications, Nature
Clinical Practice Neurology, Blood, Leukaemia, Clinical Cancer Research,
Haematologica and many others.

Dr Eva STELIAROVA-FOUCHER is a senior scientist at the International
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) of the World Health Organisation
(WHO). After graduation in Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia in 1985
she obtained MSc degree in London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,
UK in 1989. She joined the National Cancer Registry of Slovakia; then affiliated
to the National Cancer Institute of the Slovak Academy of Sciences in Bratislava,
where she defended her PhD thesis in 1994. Since 1994 she was involved in
epidemiology research at the IARC and over several years she coordinated
international consortia of cancer registries. Her main research interests are related
to childhood cancer. In 2015 she joined International Society of Paediatric
Oncology (SIOP) as a member of Scientific Programme Advisory Committee. In
the Section of Cancer Surveillance, she leads the Childhood Cancer Team and
coordinates international studies on cancer burden and data standards, including
International Incidence of Childhood Cancer (IICC, https://iicc.iarc.fr),
Automated Childhood Cancer Information System (ACCIS, https://accis.iarc.fr)
and Cancer risk in childhood cancer survivors (CRICCS): understanding the
causes to target prevention (https://iarc.fr/criccs). She also led the development of
three editions of the International Classification of Childhood Cancer.

Delphine HEENEN is a member of the Regional Committee of CCI-Europe and
the managing director and one of the founders of the Belgian public interest
foundation KickCancer, whose mission is to foster fundamental and clinical
research in the field of paediatric oncology.
Delphine is the (step) mother to four boys, one of whom was diagnosed with
cancer at the age of 9. It is the lack of innovative treatments offered to her son,
which drove her and her family to found KickCancer.
Before KickCancer, Delphine had a career as international corporate lawyer,
strategy consultant and legal advisor to a private investment funds dedicated to
renewable energies.

Dr. Andrea FERRARI was born in Milan, Italy on 1968. He has been working
since 1994 at the Pediatric Oncology Unit of the Istituto Nazionale Tumori of
Milan, where he is the person responsible of the Outpatient Service. He tackled
research projects dedicated to soft tissue sarcomas, pediatric rare tumors and
adolescents/young adults. He worked as chair and board member of various
cooperative groups, in particular the European paediatric Soft tissue sarcoma
Study Group (EpSSG) and the European Cooperative Study Group for Pediatric
Rare Tumors (ExPERT).
In the last years, he devoted himself to the special needs of adolescents and young
adults (AYA) with cancer. He developed the “Youth Project” in his center. He
currently chairs the Italian AIEOP Working Group on Adolescents and the SIOPE
AYA Committee, and co-chairs the ESMO-SIOPE AYA Working Group.
He is author or co-author of more than 400 papers published on international
scientific journals.



Patricia BLANC is founder and president of Imagine for Margo-Children without
cancer, French charity, created after her daughter, Margo, died in 2010, from a
brain tumor. Imagine for Margo is raising funds to support the development of
innovative therapies for children with cancer. Patricia Blanc is also very active in
advocacy efforts towards French and European politicians, regulators and
pharmaceutical industry to make laws and research more adapted to better
treatments for children with cancer.
Member of the Cancer Mission Assembly Member of Childhood Cancer
International-Europe Member of the Scientific committee of the SFCE (Société
Française de lutte contre les Cancers et leucémies de l’Enfant et de l’adolescent)
Member of the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) paediatric
group Board Member of the ACCELERATE international platform to develop
new drugs for children.
Vanity Fair award 2016 of the 50 most influent French people in the world
Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite.

Prof. Alicja CHYBICKA Born on 10th May 1951 in Wałbrzych. She graduated
from the Faculty of Medicine at the Wrocław Medical University in 1975. In 1979
obtained the first degree of specialization, and in 1982 – the second degree of
specialization in pediatrics. She also has a specialization in hematology and
pediatric oncology (2002), palliative care (2004), clinical transplantation (2004)
and clinical immunology (2004). In 1979 she received a PhD degree, and in
1994 – the doctor habilitated degree. In 1999 she was promoted to associate
professor, and in 2003 she received the title of professor.
Since 1975 she has cooperated with the Wrocław Medical University as doctor
and lecturer. She worked at a General Pediatrics Clinic and the Marrow
Transplant, Pediatric Oncology and Hematology Clinic (formerly Children’s
Hematology and Proliferation Diseases Clinic). Since 2000 she has been the
director of Clinic of Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplantation, Oncology and
Hematology in Wrocław. Chairwoman of Polish Pediatrics Society, member of
the executive board Polish Oncology, Hematology and Pediatric Oncology
Society. She holds a seat on the executive board of Institute of Immunology and
Experimental Therapy in Wrocław and Institute of Hematology and Transfusion
Medicine in Warsaw. She is a member of executive boards of several foundations
helping children with health problems.
In the elections in 2011 was elected Senator of the Republic of Poland, in
parliamentary elections in 2015 was elected Member of Parliament. In the
elections in 2019 was elected Senator of Republic of Poland.

Dr. Lydie MEHEUS Managing Director of the Anticancer Fund (ACF), a
Belgian Research Foundation of Public Utility with an international scope,
dedicated to the development of cancer treatments regardless of their commercial
value. Lydie co-founded the Anticancer Fund in 2013 with entrepreneur and major
funder Luc Verelst, after leading an alike Swiss organisation, Reliable Cancer
Therapies, also initiated in 2009 by Luc Verelst. Lydie is still Executive Director
of Reliable Cancer Therapies, today the collaborating partner of ACF for projects
outside Europe. Lydie is a breast cancer patient, diagnosed in 2018 and
successfully treated since then. In 2019, Lydie was appointed by the European
Commission as alternate to represent patients for 3 years in the Committee for
Advanced Therapies (CAT) one of the seven committees at the European
Medicines Agency (EMA). Lydie is also member of the Scientific and Clinical
Advisory Board of OvaCure, a Danish non-profit organisation that supports
research for breakthrough treatments in ovarian cancer. She has published many
international peer review manuscripts, lately on drug repurposing in cancer
therapies.
She obtained a PhD in Sciences at the University of Ghent (1986). She worked at
Innogenetics (1987-2004) and as VP R&D at GENimmune (2005-2008), both
Belgian biopharmaceutical companies.


