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Chair. – We can now start our monetary dialogue with Christine Lagarde, President of the
European Central Bank. Welcome, President Lagarde, to this first monetary dialogue of 2021.

The previous monetary dialogue took place on 19 November 2020. Today, once again, as since
the beginning of the pandemic, the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) is
holding the debate with you in a virtual format.

While the better prospects for global demand, bolstered by sizeable fiscal stimulus, and the
progress in vaccination campaigns, are encouraging, the ongoing pandemic (inaudible)
including the (inaudible) implications for economic and financial conditions continue
(inaudible) a downside risk.

As the Commission outlined on 11 February when presenting its Winter 2021 Economic
Forecast, the protracted crisis is having negative impacts on the real economy of the euro area
through bankruptcy as well as long-term unemployment and higher inequalities, even between
Member States.

A rapid and extensive vaccination campaign and prolonged fiscal and monetary support are the
two key elements to ensure a smooth and balanced recovery in the EU.

Against this background, on 11 March the ECB Governing Council decided to maintain an
accommodative monetary policy stance to support economic activity and the robust
convergence of inflation to levels that are below but close to two per cent over the medium
term.

In the meantime, the ECB is conducting its strategy review aimed at providing ideas about the
best tools and objectives to fulfil, in the macroeconomic landscape of the next years, its mandate
of price stability in the medium term as well.

For today’s meeting, the ECON coordinators have selected two specific areas for the monetary
dialogue. The first is a how to recalibrate monetary policy instruments to address the economic
fallout from the pandemic. The second is the danger of cliff effects within the path to recovery.
All the briefing papers prepared by the European Parliament panel of experts are available on
the ECON website and were discussed during the preparatory meeting that took place on
Monday.

In line with ordinary practices, the following procedure will be applied. There will be
introductory remarks by President Lagarde of 15 minutes, which will be followed by
five-minute question and answer slots, with the possibility of a follow-up question, time
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permitting, within the same slot. So, it would be two minutes maximum for the question and
three minutes maximum for the answer. In the first round of questions, each political group will
have one slot and thereafter we will apply the D’Hondt system. If time allows, additional slots
will be allocated on a catch-the-eye basis taking account of the weightings of each of the
political groups.

I would ask you to really strictly respect the time given to you. It is not easy to chair the meeting
and to keep the time, so I would appreciate it if you could do this.

I will open the debate now.

1-004-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Chair, honourable Members of
the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee, ladies and gentlemen, good morning. I am
very happy to appear again before your committee for, as your Chair just indicated, our first
regular hearing in 2021.

Today is a very special day for us as it marks the one-year anniversary of the extraordinary
Governing Council meeting during which we decided to launch the Pandemic Emergency
Purchase Programme (PEPP). That was on 18 March 2020.

Standing where we are today, the economic situation looks brighter now than it did back then
and we can expect it to improve over 2021. In the short term, however, the economic outlook
for the euro area remains surrounded by uncertainty due to the dynamics of the pandemic and
the speed of vaccination campaigns. The severe impact that the pandemic continues to have,
not just the economy but on all aspects of our lives, does not allow us to celebrate the
anniversary of the PEPP. It is nevertheless important to look back and proudly acknowledge
our collective efforts in shielding European citizens from what would have been even worse
outcomes.

In my remarks today, I will focus on the euro area economic outlook and the ECB’s monetary
policy stance in the light of the Governing Council’s decisions taken on Thursday of last week.
I will conclude by discussing the policy mix required to secure a solid path to economic
recovery. So let me touch on the current macroeconomic outlook.

The rebound in global demand and additional fiscal measures are supporting global and euro
area activity. At the same time, persistently high coronavirus infection rates, the spread of virus
mutations, and the associated extension and tightening of containment measures continue to
have a negative impact on euro area economic activity. As a result, real gross domestic product
is likely to contract again in the first quarter of 2021 after having declined by 0.7% in the fourth
quarter of 2020.

Looking ahead, the ongoing vaccination campaigns, together with the gradual relaxation of
containment measures, underpin expectations of a firm rebound in economic activity in the
second half of 2021. Over the medium term, we expect the recovery in demand, as containment
measures are lifted, to be supported by favourable financing conditions and an expansionary
fiscal stance.

This assessment is also reflected in the March 2021 ECB staff macroeconomic projections for
the euro area, which foresee annual real GDP growth at 4% in 2021, 4.1% in 2022 and 2.1% in
2023, broadly unchanged compared with the December 2020 Eurosystem staff macroeconomic
projections.
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The risks surrounding the euro area growth outlook over the medium term have become more
balanced owing to better prospects for the global economy and progress in vaccination
campaigns. However, downside risks remain in the near term, mainly related to the speed of
virus mutations and the implications of the ongoing pandemic for economic and financial
conditions.

Turning to inflation, euro area annual inflation has picked up over recent months, mainly on
account of some transitory factors. Headline inflation is likely to increase in the coming months,
but some volatility is expected throughout 2021, reflecting the changing dynamics of the
idiosyncratic factors which are currently pushing inflation up, but which can be expected to
fade out early in 2022.

Underlying price pressures are expected to increase somehow this year due to current supply
constraints and the recovery in domestic demand. Nevertheless, we judge that these pressures
will remain subdued overall, also reflecting low wage dynamics and the past appreciation of
the euro. Once the impact of the pandemic fades, the unwinding of the high level of slack,
supported by accommodative fiscal and monetary policies, will contribute to a gradual increase
in inflation over the medium term. Survey-based measures and market-based indicators of
longer-term inflation expectations remain at subdued levels.

While our latest staff projection exercise foresees a gradual increase in underlying inflation
pressures, the medium-term inflation outlook – with projected annual inflation at 1.5% in 2021,
1.2% in 2022 and 1.4% in 2023 –remains broadly unchanged from the staff projections in
December 2020 and certainly below our inflation aim.

Let’s now turn to the ECB’s monetary policy stance and effectiveness. So, against this
background, preserving favourable financing conditions over the pandemic period remains
essential to reduce uncertainty and bolster confidence, thereby underpinning economic activity
and safeguarding medium-term price stability.

Let me further elaborate on our assessment of financing conditions. This is defined by a holistic
and multifaceted set of indicators. It is holistic because we consider a broad array of indicators,
spanning the entire transmission chain of monetary policy from risk-free interest rates and
sovereign bond yields all the way down to corporate yields and bank credit conditions. It is also
multifaceted, because we take a sufficiently granular view that enables us to detect movements
in specific market segments in a timely manner.

Last week, as it received a new round of staff projections, the Governing Council conducted a
joint assessment of these multiple set of indicators against the evolution of our inflation outlook
since the last projection exercise. We concluded that the increase in risk-free market interest
rates and sovereign bond yields that we have observed since the start of the year could spur a
tightening in the wider set of financing conditions, as banks use them as key reference points
for determining credit conditions.

Therefore, if sizeable and persistent, big increases in those market interest rates, when left
unchecked, may become inconsistent with countering the downward impact of the pandemic
on the projected path of inflation. Based on this joint assessment, the Governing Council
announced that it expects purchases under the PEPP over the next quarter to be conducted at a
significantly higher pace than during the first months of 2021. While records of our weekly
purchases will continue to be distorted by short-term noisy factors, such as occasionally lumpy
redemptions, the step-up in the run-rate of our programme will become visible when ascertained
over longer time intervals.
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Purchases will be implemented flexibly according to market conditions and always with a view
to preventing a tightening of financing conditions that is inconsistent with countering the
downward impact of the pandemic on the projected path of inflation. In addition, the flexibility
of purchases over time, across asset classes and among jurisdictions will continue to support
the smooth transmission of monetary policy. If favourable financing conditions can be
maintained with asset purchase flows that do not exhaust the envelope over the net purchase
horizon of the PEPP, the envelope need not be used in full. Equally, the envelope can be
recalibrated if required to maintain favourable financing conditions to help counter the negative
pandemic shock to the path of inflation.

The PEPP is not the only tool the ECB is using to support favourable financing conditions over
the pandemic period for all sectors of the economy. The third series of targeted longer-term
refinancing operations, also known as TLTRO III, remains an attractive source of funding for
banks. The TLTRO’s built-in incentive structure ensures that banks have access to ample
funding at very favourable conditions if they maintain their lending to the real economy. This
supports bank-based financing conditions for firms and households.

Likewise, the remaining monetary policy instruments in place, ranging from our key ECB
interest rates to the Governing Council’s forward guidance and the Asset Purchase Programme,
make a crucial contribution to the ample degree of monetary accommodation that is necessary
to support economic activity and the robust convergence of inflation to our definition of price
stability.

We will also continue to monitor developments in the exchange rate regarding their possible
implications for the medium-term inflation outlook. We stand ready to adjust all of our
instruments, as appropriate, to ensure that inflation moves towards our aim in a sustained
manner, in line with our commitment to symmetry.

So, let’s now address the issue of the path to a solid economic recovery. When looking ahead,
decisive action in other policy areas to support the recovery remains essential and should build
on the favourable financing conditions prevailing in the euro area. When appearing before the
European Parliament last month, I pointed out that the strength of Europe’s crisis response over
the last 12 months crucially depended on the strength of national and European responses across
all policy areas – monetary, fiscal, supervisory and regulatory. We should continue to rely on
the same recipe when it comes to securing a path to a solid economic recovery. An ambitious
and coordinated fiscal stance remains critical.

National fiscal policies should continue to provide critical and timely support to firms and
households most exposed to the pandemic and the associated containment measures. At the
same time, these measures should, as much as possible, remain temporary and targeted in nature
to address vulnerabilities effectively and support a swift recovery. By brightening economic
prospects for firms and households, fiscal policy would also strengthen the transmission of our
monetary policy measures. Fiscal policy can also act as a catalyst to transform our economies
in this recovery phase. This is why the Next Generation EU package should become operational
without delay.

In the coming weeks, Member States should ensure a timely ratification of the own resources
decision and should finalise their recovery and resilience plans. The European Parliament can
play an important role in making sure that these plans are well-designed and that they include
productivity-enhancing structural policies to address long-standing weaknesses and accelerate
the green and digital transitions.

All of us, across all policy levels, should ensure that we use the thrust of the recovery to
transform our economies and make them fit for the world of tomorrow, for instance by reducing
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and preventing climate risks. The ECB is ready to play its part in line with its mandate. This
morning we published the preliminary results of our first economy-wide climate stress test to
help both authorities and financial institutions assess the impact of climate risks over the next
30 years.

To conclude, when we announced the PEPP one year ago, the Governing Council declared that
it would do everything necessary within its mandate and explore all options and all
contingencies to support the economy through this shock. Looking back at the past year, I think
we can affirm that we have delivered on this commitment. But there is no room for
complacency. The ECB will continue to deliver on its mandate and support the recovery with
all appropriate measures. I now stand ready to take your questions.

1-005-0000

Markus Ferber (PPE). – Madam Chair, Madam President, Since you are in Frankfurt today, I
will be so bold as to quote the prince of poets, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe: ‘I hear the message
loud and clear, but I do not have the faith.’ A line from Goethe.

Seeing you celebrate this first anniversary of PEPP in such style, I cannot help wondering if we
are still going in the right direction. You have just recently increased the amount again and, in
doing so, you have indicated to the markets that the ECB can react very quickly. This may well
be a positive thing. But is it still proportionate? Might it not give rise to false expectations on
the part of the markets if the European Central Bank instinctively reacts to every slight market
swing with massive bond purchases?

To what extent does your decision-making take into account the possibility that the signals you
are currently sending out might cause problems because the PEPP will one day come to an end?
Of course, we hope to emerge from the pandemic at some point.

In your press conference after the last monetary policy meeting, you mentioned that growth in
the M3 money supply in January this year was 12.5%. I am a little worried that as far as inflation
is concerned, we are experiencing what I would describe as a ‘ketchup effect’: first of all,
nothing comes out of the bottle; then you hit it a couple of times, and then suddenly you have
all of it on your plate. So do you not think that we might suddenly find ourselves in the midst
of rampant inflation? I think you said you have this under control.

I am very doubtful that, since inflation targeting has failed to work so far (we talked about this
last month in plenary), you will be able to pursue it successfully.

1-006-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – First of all, I would like to
observe that we did not celebrate the first anniversary of PEPP in great pomp. We are very
humble in our celebration, which is to say that what we promised we would deliver, and I think
we’ve delivered, but there is no great pomp about it because we need to avoid complacency and
it’s not time to celebrate, there is too much hardship to conduct any celebration.

We hope that one day we will celebrate the recovery when it has taken root, and it is solid and
sustainable because it will clearly have an impact on us delivering on our mandate and
maintaining price stability.

Are we giving too strong a signal at the moment? Let me state very clearly that what we are
doing with PEPP is making sure that we preserve favourable financing conditions. This is the
goal, and to do so we conduct a joint assessment, we look at the financing conditions all the
way through the chain and we look at the impact these financing conditions could have on credit
and subsequently on economic activity, on price stability and on the inflation path that we have
as our direction.
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What we are responding to is a yield increase that could get ahead of the expected economic
recovery. That’s what it is, and while we believe that 2021 will be a year of recovery, we don’t
see it happening until the second half of 2021 and we believe that any yield increase that would
operate as a bit of a break would be undesirable. That’s exactly the purpose of the decision that
we took on Thursday last week at the Governing Council table.

The second point that I would like to make, which applies also to inflation, is that of course we
are not going to be focused on blips, on unsustainable moves and I think we need to warn
ourselves together about the fact that we will see inflation numbers go up in the course of 2021.
That’s what I tried to explain, but just as we cannot confuse the forest for the tree, a short-term
inflation movement that is related to temporary factors of a transitory nature should neither
precipitate any particular move. Quite the contrary.

So, we’re not playing catch-up at all. We are actually trying to prevent that yields step ahead of
economic development, and we are trying to strengthen the recovery by steadying those
favourable financing conditions that we are committed to and that we have affirmed throughout.

1-007-0000

Margarida Marques (S&D). – President Lagarde, the complementarity of monetary policy
and fiscal policy has been essential in the response to the pandemic crisis. This complementarity
means that the fiscal stimuli amplify the multiplier effect of the measures that have been
implemented and announced, thus facilitating stabilisation.

This week, Ecofin and the Eurogroup assured us that continued public support is required not
only in 2021, but also in 2022. They believe these two policies must continue to be coordinated
in the future without impinging on the necessary space which both require in order to function.

Second question: how can this new understanding of Polifin with fiscal policies be incorporated
in the forthcoming review of the economic governance rules?

A further question: how do you assess the risk of rising interest rates and what is the ECB's
tolerance to such a rise? How should we adapt the way public debt sustainability analyses are
made? Debt- or cost-based?

How do you see phasing out the measures that governments have taken to support the solvency
and liquidity of companies? Do the risks differ according to the types of measures that were
preferred as a response to the crisis? Lastly, is there not a risk that the ECB will begin to phase
out the stimulus prematurely or that its response will be insufficient?

1-008-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Well, thank you very much,
Ms Margarida, for your question. I know that you take particular interest in this issue of the
appropriate cooperation, coordination, and work in tandem between fiscal policies on the one
hand and monetary policy on the other. From the monetary policy perspective, I would agree
with you that an ambitious and coordinated fiscal stance remains critical in view of the sharp
contraction in the euro area economy and continued high uncertainty regarding the economic
outlook.

ECB support should not be withdrawn prematurely or abruptly in order to avoid the cliff edge
effects and not delay the economic recovery. This is the topic that you’ve selected for this
particular event and I think that the feature of graduality is addressed by many of the authors
who’ve participated in your expert panel. It is also one of the main differences that we are seeing
through this crisis – through the pandemic-related economic and financial crisis – where fiscal
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measures of all sorts, at national and European level, are actually working in tandem and in
synchronisation with monetary policy measures that have been decided by the ECB.

And that’s not only fiscal, actually, it’s also regulatory, because when at the European level the
escape clause was triggered and when the State aid regulations were implemented, it also
accompanied and supported the movement. The same was true with supervision measures,
which also allowed for the use of buffers in order to help the financial sector resist the
difficulties. So, this synchronisation of the four key levers that are available, was efficient and
hopefully will continue to deliver through the recovery process.

Now, on your second point. The mandate of the ECB is price stability. I think many of the
measures that you’ve alluded to have to do with fiscal policies. We certainly hope that the two
policies – fiscal and monetary – will continue to work together, but everybody must do their
job and not try to substitute the other. We will be guided by our mandate of price stability going
forward. Having said that, and that’s a caveat because I think it also addresses the issue of the
efficiency of the euro area in particular, any improvement that has to do with the insolvency
procedures, the speed at which reorganisation re-structuring can happen, will actually help in
the process of moving towards a more efficient banking union throughout the European Union.

1-009-0000

Luis Garicano (Renew). – Madam Lagarde, it’s really great to see you here. I’m very worried
about the differential pace of recovery that we can anticipate in the US and Europe. It looks like
we are heading, again for a self-inflicted policy trouble. First of all, the vaccination pace is so
slow. Second of all, the fiscal stimulus is very much, enormously larger in the United States. I
wonder what your reaction to the differential is.

In particular, the US has already seen inflation at target, but Europe is looking into inflation in
2023 which is clearly, very clearly, below target. Should we be looking for lower real interest
rates? What is your reaction to that clear below-target inflation?

Second, how can we avoid the crowding-out of whatever fiscal policy we want with only three
months of guidance on the PEPP, which is what we have agreed on – what you have agreed on
Thursday. Is that sufficient guidance for the market?

Third, could you give us an update on the fiscal framework – sorry, on the revision of the
multiannual framework of the ECB for the future?

I was thinking fiscal because that’s my fourth question, and I realise that’s going to be harder
for you to answer, but should we be looking at, talking about, making the Next Generation
permanent? Should we be thinking about expanding it? What should be the aggregate stance? I
realise that it’s not your job, fiscal policy, but to the extent that there is an important interaction,
do you think we’re doing enough on the fiscal front?
1-010-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you, Mr Garicano, for
your triple questions in a way.

Let me just say first of all that we expect that the fiscal stimulus package that has now been
decided and which is already in the process of implementation, with cheques out in the mail
already, will most likely provide a significant temporary boost to US growth in line with the
temporary increase in government consumption and income transfers.

As a result of that we should expect a modest boost to euro area GDP and inflation resulting
from this large additional US fiscal stimulus package. This assessment is part of our latest
projection report, although not included in the projection numbers, but as you know (inaudible)
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there is a box in the projection report that was released which actually focuses on the impact
that the US stimulus would have on euro area growth.

Will that lead to a divergent and not synchronised recovery? Most likely, and we were not
immune to that promptness back in 2009 and following. We are in a slightly different position
today, and frankly my message today is what has been decided in 2020 was a breakthrough,
was a new way of operating as a Union, and it needs to be delivered upon. My sense is that
rather lamenting on the insufficiencies, the different pace, the diverging impact, I think all of
us should put all the energy we have into making sure that we deliver and that implementation
follows through as quickly as is possible, without too much procrastination.

It’s not just about the size, because when you look at the fiscal support that was provided in
2020 in Europe versus what was provided in 2020 by the US, yes, there is a slight difference.
But when you put together the fiscal discretionary aspects, plus the automatic stabilisers,
Europe’s not that far away and operates at national and European levels as well.

So, we should not be too downbeat about ourselves, but we should absolutely deliver because,
as we said earlier, if fiscal does not operate in sync with monetary policy, the amplifying effect
is going to be wasted.

In terms of below target inflation, let me just repeat. We are not complacent and we are not
going to be complacent, and we will focus on preserving those favourable financing conditions,
conduct the joint assessment between the financing conditions and the inflation outlook, making
sure that we counter the downward impact of the pandemic on our inflation path. We will be
patient. We start from a different base by the way. The US is much closer to its aim than we
were when we started into the pandemic, into this pandemic crisis.

On the three-month guidance, let me just remind you that PEPP is earmarked, identified, has in
its DNA flexibility – flexibility on all scores. Given the decisions that were taken in December,
it was necessary to actually give some guidance – people in some quarters would have expected
more guidance – but clearly what we have seen is an undesirable movement of the yields and
of the risk-free interest rates that could actually have a negative impact on the economic
recovery which is not yet there. That’s the reason for the next three months’ commitment to
significantly increase our purchases.

We will of course measure every six weeks, when we have our Governing Council monetary
policy meetings to again conduct the joint assessment – monetary conditions and the inflation
outlook. If needed we will move, but at least we have the three months’ commitment to
significantly increase and we will reassess the situation regularly and use all the flexibility that
we have – frontloading, if necessary, across asset classes, across jurisdictions as well. We’ll be
there.

1-011-0000

Antonio Maria Rinaldi (ID). – Congratulations, Ms Tinagli, on your new national-level
appointment.

President Lagarde, the ECB’s monetary policy has certainly responded to the pandemic crisis
with strong support, such as the 1 850 billion under the PEPP, which is almost two and a half
times the entire Next Generation EU budget, and in under two years as opposed to six, while
Europe’s fiscal policy has made its contribution too.

The same cannot be said of the rules defining the Past Due, under which loans overdue, or
approaching this, for a period of over 90-180 days are classified as being past due and in default,
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and NPLs, which in remaining unchanged would intimate that nothing has happened since the
start of the crisis triggered by the pandemic.

The moratoriums granted will soon end, and businesses and households will once again be
treated as normal. Banks will therefore be obliged to report as Past Due and NPLs those loans
taken out by people who, albeit temporarily, find themselves in an emergency situation. This
could lead to a great many unnecessary bankruptcies and failures in the euro area, as the World
Bank itself states in its 2020 report.

It is not, of course, up to the ECB President or the ECB Board to decide on credit rules, but it
would be very interesting to know if you have made an assessment of what additional impact
the ECB’s actions would have had, in terms of effective support for the real economy, if the
rules on Past Due and NPLs had also been relaxed for at least two years for households and
businesses.

I therefore feel it would be useful and very worthwhile for your technical staff to make an
assessment on this policy measure.

1-012-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you, Mr Rinaldi. Let me
just state that while we are of course attentive to NPLs and their management, and that remains
one of the key priorities of the ECB, it is a matter that will be much better addressed when
Andrea Enria comes before you for a hearing, because this is clearly a matter that the SSM is
addressing and which he addressed very specifically in his letter to banks, asking them to be
very attentive and focus on each and every single case to make sure that there is proper treatment
of NPLs.

I think that is what is clearly needed and will keep banks busy for the next, for the next few
months.

Now let me just – because that’s more in our area – mention to you what we have been doing
with an eye particularly on SMEs, on the self-employed and on households, because that
financing is of vital importance for sustaining the euro area’s real economy. What we have done
is, with our mandate of price stability, calibrated our monetary policy measures so that liquidity
gets through to the citizens and sectors most in need of support – notably SMEs, the
self-employed, craftsmen and households.

We’ve done that particularly using the TLTRO. Larger towns, big corporates have the
possibility to go to the market; they have a possibility to issue. SMEs don’t do that on a regular
basis, so they need access to good and cost-effective financing terms. That was the whole
purpose of TLTROs.

The PEPP has also helped stabilise markets and ordered a tightening of bank lending rates to
allow the liquidity needs of SMEs to be provided under favourable conditions. I just want to
stress for you the fact that we test that. We have our finger on the pulse of those activities
through the survey on the access to finance of enterprises. It’s called SAFE. We conduct in on
a regular basis. The next one will come out in March. The last one that we had was concluded
for the period until the end of September, and SMEs have reported an increase in the availability
of bank loans including, for the first time, an improvement in access to public financial support
and a decline in bank interest rates.

So, from our corner of monetary policy as a central bank, we certainly have focused on those
areas. The same was true when we used the collateral identification and increased the volume
of collateral and the type of collaterals in order to help with the financing. So, we’ve done all
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that and when you say that conditions have not changed, I would contend with that and argue
that we did indeed focus on SMEs, we did indeed focus on those that were most at risk during
the pandemic and for the rest.

Obviously, as the recovery takes hold, it’s right for the banking sector and for each and every
bank to look into its books and to look at the relationship with its clients to assess what the
outcome will be and take advantage of the good supervision that is provided.

1-013-0000

Ernest Urtasun (Verts/ALE). – Thank you, Chair. Thank you President Lagarde for being
with us this morning. I will focus on climate change and the role of the ECB, as on previous
occasions. Recently the President of the Dutch Central Bank stated the following: ‘climate
change can carry serious risks to financial and price stability. For that reason, in the medium to
long term, a stable climate can be seen as an important precondition for central banks to be able
to deliver on their mandate.’

My first question, President Lagarde, is whether you agree that climate change could be
considered a precondition for price stability and therefore that it could be included in the
primary mandate of the ECB. I would like to know your opinion on that.

My second question, which is related to climate change as well, is on the Eurosystem collateral
framework. There’s a very interesting report by Professor Gabor about that which actually
shows that 59% of the corporate bonds that the ECB accepts as collateral are from carbon-
intensive sectors and also that, when applying the haircut, the average haircut in non-carbon-
intensive sectors is actually higher than the haircut applied to carbon-intensive sectors. So, the
report basically calls for an exclusion of the fossil fuel bonds from the framework and secondly
for a carbon-aligned haircut to be applied. Do you agree with that and do you think that in the
monetary policy review that you will be conducting that the collateral framework will also be
addressed in that sense?

1-014-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you Mr Urtasun for your
two questions. Let me be very clear about the first one, which is on the issue of whether climate
change at large – and I’ll provide a bit more detail on that – is to be considered part of our
primary objective. The answer is yes, and I’ll try to explain to you why we believe it is so.

We have not, by the way, a complete and final determination on that particular aspect of the
impact of climate change and the level at which it needs to be considered. This is a matter that
is under discussion at the Governing Council. So, I’m here stating views that are shared with
staff and I’m setting out my view on the matter, as well as that of many members of the
Governing Council and the Executive Board.

It is relevant for our primary objective because it could affect the intensity, the volatility and
nature of macroeconomic shocks over the policy horizon. This could make it more difficult to
assess the ECB monetary policy stance and how best to adjust it. Second, it could instil potential
persistent trends in inflation and affect the interaction between monetary and fiscal policy.

To give you an example, which has actually affected not coming out of Germany in the first
few months of this year, is the impact of carbon pricing policies and how these raise prices of
fossil fuel energies, for instance. Third, it could certainly impact the natural rate of interest and,
as a result, conventional policy space that we have available in order to decide and implement
monetary policy decisions. It could change the way in which monetary policy is transmitted to
the macro-economy, a study with the potential impact on financial markets and finally it could
have an impact on the ECB’s balance sheet, like exposures to climate-related financial risks
and possible stranded assets.
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In my view, this will become more and more confirmed over the course of time. Measures taken
by the Commission in terms of disclosure – measures decided by your Parliament and which
will be complemented by ongoing measures that are discussed at Commission level – will
actually take hold and become effective and will help us make sure that these various items are
actually channelled properly into our monetary policy decisions. This will occur from a price
stability point of view (primary objective), from a secondary objective point of view and from
pure risk management when it comes to the supervision aspects when that is done by the ECB.

On your second point, we have indeed received in great pomp the report that you are referring
to. Our team is currently looking at it very carefully to assess its accuracy, the depth of it and
the granularity of its analysis – I don’t doubt it, I just need time to actually look into it. But be
that as it may, it is a case that as part of the strategy review, we will look at not only the
non-monetary portfolio management, but also the monetary portfolio management from this
perspective. That would apply to the purchases of (inaudible) bonds, which is only a small
proportion of our total asset purchases, to collaterals and what kind of haircuts and how we
value. But clearly there are – and I want to emphasise this – strong linkages between the work
that is done in terms of information disclosure assessment ratings on the one hand – where you
have the hand, where governments have the hand – and the consequences of that in terms of
duration and ratings.

1-015-0000

Johan Van Overtveldt (ECR). – Thank you, President Lagarde, for being here. I have a more
general question and a specific question. The more general question relates to the decision last
week by the ECB to keep interests low, or even negative, for at least the coming three months,
maybe even longer.

It is quite clear that this feeds into financial instability, with highly-distorted risk evaluations,
with rising levels of leverage throughout, with continued bubbles in sub-markets, etc.

Shouldn’t monetary policy be more explicitly taking into account elements of financial stability,
since we all know that financial stability at the end of the day is also a danger to price stability
and economic growth and recovery, or are we really now in a situation of fiscal dominance
where it is the prospect of huge deficits and escalating debt levels that oblige us, so to say, the
ECB, to stick to very low or even negative interest levels, whatever happens for the rest?

My second, and more specific question, is about the recent IMF report on increasing corporate
power, where they indicate there are also major macroeconomic consequences of that rise in
power, and more specifically a reduction in the transmission of monetary policy. I would like
to hear your feelings about that. Do you have the impression that the effectiveness of monetary
policy is reduced by this market increase in corporate power?

1-016-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you very much, Mr Van
Overtveldt for your questions.

On the first one, you really raised the issue of the effectiveness of what we do and the scope of
our analysis when deciding monetary policy.

Number one, we are focused on price stability. This is the primary objective, which it is set out
very clearly in the Treaty and rules that we have to respect, because we are rule-based.

But having said that, we do take into account financial stability, we do monitor and look very
carefully at side-effects and we do measure the effectiveness of the decisions that we propose
and that we make relative to potential side effects. That applies to the cost of housing, for
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instance, determining whether there is exuberance at that particular moment or not and what
affordability there is.

All the central banks in the world also take those matters into account. It is embedded in the
medium term that we have in order to (inaudible) our inflation aim and our delivery on the basis
of our price stability objectives. It is an ambitious matter that we continue to review on a regular
basis. Financial stability is reported upon in the Governing Council of the ECB twice a year,
and we have a very thorough look into how financial stability evolves and whether or not it is
at risk. It is something that we will consider very carefully as part of our strategy review going
forward.

On the latter part, pricing actually does play a role for sure and we are delivering against our
mandate and braking, I believe, as efficiently, effectively and proportionately as we can in this
regard.

1-017-0000

José Gusmão (The Left). – President Lagarde, I wanted to go back to the issue of comparing
the EU’s and USA’s fiscal stimuli.

It is true, as you said, that the automatic stabilisers have greater impact in the European Union
than in the USA, but even taking into account their effect, the counter-cyclical effort in the
European Union is falling far short, far short of the USA’s.

Moreover, since the European Commission announced the end of the suspension of the Stability
and Growth Pact escape clause, many of the more indebted countries have been using EU funds
to replace investment that they would normally make, so the prospect of future cuts is
hampering the efforts of many economies, particularly the over-indebted ones.

I therefore wanted to ask you the ECB's position on instruments that are being used by other
central banks, particularly monetary financing instruments and notification of deficits, and also
the question that was raised by a petition from various economists for the cancellation of public
debt held by the ECB.

I already know that you are going to tell me that these measures are illegal under the Treaties
and the ECB's mandate.

Particularly in relation to monetary financing, what negative consequences do you expect the
use of that instrument to have, on the other side of the Atlantic for instance. And my second
question is: as some of these instruments require amendments to the EU Treaties, there are fully
lawful instruments that seek, in some way, to continue financing, namely, public securitisation
into very long-term instruments and I would like to know what your analysis is in relation to
that possibility.

1-018-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you, Mr Gusmão. First
of all, I think we should be a little careful, all of us, about undermining (inaudible) position,
running down the measures that should have been undertaken. Whether you look at the
automatic stabilisers, whether you look at the fiscal discretionary effort, whether you look at
the European level, the overall package is a significant fiscal response to the pandemic and to
the crisis that followed from that.

And second, again, I would hope, because it must come under monetary policy, I would hope
that Next Generation EU will be implementable as quickly as possible, just as SURE was
implementable promptly and was taken advantage of in order to support the (inaudible)
schemes and the unemployment benefits regimes that were available and could be
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complimented throughout the European Union. It also matters just for the direct economic
consequences from a macro point of view. It matters for the confidence effect that it has on our
economies.

On your second issue, I’m going to repeat myself, Mr Gusmão, but you don’t expect less from
me. Any discussion of cancelling government debt is illegal, full stop. And I think that there
can be lots of nice, sophisticated arguments about the fact that the word cancellation is not
actually included in Article 124 of the European Treaty, but I hope that those supporting this
idea look carefully at what we have published and at speeches that have been given. It is a clear
case looking at the text of the treaty and looking at the precedents that have been decided, and
that sets the way in which articles are to be interpreted. It is straightforward without anything
equivocal about it, without any ambiguity about it. So, it is illegal.

Second, it is an accounting illusion. What you increase on the one hand you reduce on the other
hand, exactly in the same proportion. So an accounting illusion. Third, it makes no economic
sense at the moment whatsoever, and there are very good writings by many economic professors
on the matter – one of whom I can think of is Olivier Blanchard, for instance. As long as the
financing conditions are in the situation they are in at the moment and kept favourable by the
central bank, it doesn’t make economic sense. And fourth, it undermines the credit of the
European Union and the euro area and the European Central Bank, and if you undermine the
credit and the credibility and the confidence, you actually shoot your own goal. It undermines
Europe, it undermines our credibility and ultimately it runs the risk of significantly increasing
the financing costs.

So, as I said, illegal, accounting illusion, economic nonsense and threatens Europe – that would
be my summary: a response which I know you’re not going to like.
1-019-0000

Lídia Pereira (PPE). – Madam Chair, Madam President of the European Central Bank, Ms
Lagarde, the European Central Bank has been instrumental in coming up with a rapid and
effective response to the severe economic consequences of the pandemic crisis. Some have
described Next Generation EU as ‘the bazooka’ ... [inaudible].

Now, the ECB's emergency asset purchase programme will be worth around EUR 1.85 trillion
and that is, in essence, what I consider to be a genuine invisible ‘bazooka’.

We are one year away from the end of that programme and I welcome the announcement of the
acceleration of purchases under the PEPP.

Maintaining key interest rates at a historically low level, as well as flexibility in banks' capital
ratios, are also important tools, they are structuring measures, with enable banks to better fulfil
their mission of financing the real economy, the one that creates jobs.

Banks are therefore, Madam President, key players in the recovery scenario and have increased
responsibilities, and today I am asking you about the credit moratoria which, in Portugal, in my
country, are highly important. We are in the top three Member States in terms of the percentage
of defaults and in the top five in terms of their absolute value.

Firstly, what do you think of the risk of moratoria turning into non-performing loans? CEOs of
Portuguese banks are talking about a ‘tsunami’ of non-performing loans and, just this week,
Andrea Enria sounded the alarm in this.
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Secondly, how do you see the role of banks in phasing out these moratoria; how do you balance
the support they should provide to the economy against their requirements in terms of financing
and stability?

1-020-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Madam Chair and Ms Pereira,
thank you for your question.

We have said – and I think I mentioned that in my introductory statement this morning – that
the fiscal extraordinary measures that were put in place by the Member States and at the
European level, both in terms of fiscal discretionary measures but also in terms of additional
measures, such as moratoria, such as guarantees, should not be lifted until the recovery is
(inaudible) sustainable and (inaudible) and that any removal or withdrawal of these measures
should be conducted as gradually as possible as the economy picks up.

This is the real challenge going forward both for banks and also for governments operating in
good synchronisation. So, avoiding the cliff effect that you have focused on is what should be
addressed from the fiscal side by moving very gradually.

I think that the Commission communication was pretty clear, not last week but the week before,
in referring to the graduality in moving into 2022 for the escape clause and deferring the EDP
until a later stage. This is also testament to this necessity to move gradually and to reactivate
the normal way of operating but not in an abrupt, brutal way, which would be very detrimental
to the economy and would lead to these defaults that you’ve alluded to. This is really our
position on that front.

1-021-0000

Paul Tang (S&D). – Thank you Chair and welcome Ms Lagarde, I think it was you, but also
your predecessor, who says that central banks cannot be the only game in town and indeed they
are not. For example, we see in the US, the American Rescue Plan and recovering resilient
funds, but also spending through the automatic stabilisers. But, like you said, it’s mainly not
only about the size of the spending programme, it’s also about the composition of the spending
programme, and there’s a clear difference between the US and Europe where the Biden
Administration sends money directly to citizens and the EU funding seems to be more targeted
towards long-term growth creation.

I want to be know a bit more about how you see fiscal policy and the type of spending that is
conducive for recovery and economic growth. Do you see the Biden programme or parts of the
Biden programme as an example for Europe? And what do you hope for from the recovery and
resilience plans that will be put forward by the Member States? What type of mix can they best
have between public investments aimed at the long run or short-term tax relief in the short run?
I hope I make myself clear.

1-022-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you for your question,
Mr Tang.

There are differences in approach, and I think it partly has to do with the different structure of
our respective economies.

The US, on the one hand, which has limited automatic stabilisers, which didn’t have much by
way of demand support that sort of came almost automatically, which prompted the authorities
last year, and yet again this year, to strongly support demand, to do so massively and our
economy here in Europe where we do have those automatic stabilisers and where the policies
were intended to actually contain income and support income through the various furlough
schemes and other mechanisms that were put in place, and extended over the course of time
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beyond what’s otherwise applicable. So, demand was supported in a different way and led to
different consequences.

What Next Generation EU and in particular the fund under which Member States will apply
with their RRF is clearly intended to do is to enhance productivity, to transform our economies
towards greener, more digital economies in the future, and to encourage Member States to
address some of their weaknesses to help them along the structural reform paths that have been
identified for, sometimes, a few years, and have not be delivered upon. So, it has a structural
effect that the current US stimulus package does not actually include.

I don’t think that we are at the end of the day on that front, and it’s very likely that other plans
that take a bit more time to mature will be proposed by the US administration as well – taking
up the structuring perspective we have under the European Union fund going forward – with a
focus on infrastructure, with a focus on strengthening the structural components of the US
economy that are in bad need of that. So that’s how I think you could compare both approaches.

1-023-0000

Caroline Nagtegaal (Renew). – Thank you, Ms Lagarde, for being here. Recently there are
reasons to be consciously positive about the future. Vaccinations allow us to move towards a
more normal life.

But what we are seeing on the market is this optimism (inaudible) translated into an increase in
capital market interest rates – or I’ll put it differently, less negative interest rates.

(because of connection problems, the speaker is disconnected for a few seconds)

At the same time, last week you announced the use of the flexibility under the Emergency
Purchase Programme (PEPP) to increase purchasing. In my view, it’s not surprising that interest
rates are gradually rising because of the good economic outlook and also the massive support
packages.

So, my question is, is the ECB so negative about the economic outlook that it’s deemed
necessary to accelerate the buying programme?

My other question is related to Eurostat. Last month, I discussed with Eurostat whether housing
prices were adequately included in inflation calculations. As you know, I’m from the
Netherlands, from the Liberal Party, so this is an important topic, especially since inflation is
an anchor for ECB monetary policy.

So is it possible for you maybe to make a sort of commitment today, Ms Lagarde, to keep an
extra eye on the effects of monetary policy, especially on housing prices, stock markets, pension
funds – I’m a bit concerned about these developments.
1-024-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Ms Nagtegaal-van Doorn, I
hope I’m pronouncing that right – and I hope you get an extra minute for the time when your
connection didn’t work – I would like to say two things.

When we were confronted in the last few weeks with rapidly increasing yields at the risk-free
interest rate level and the sovereign bond yields level, we had to ask ourselves whether that was
actually going to preserve favourable financing conditions or whether it would lead to a
potential risk that there would tightening in the financing conditions available on the markets.

In view of the current circumstances, where recovery has not taken hold, where we still see a
lot of uncertainty on the horizon as is demonstrated on an almost daily basis, where our
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projections indicate that we will see recovery and pick-up only in the second half of 2021, and
when we focus on the inflation outlook, it was indispensable that we responded with increased
purchases for the next few months because we do not want to let yields get ahead of what we
hope will happen soon, which is an economic recovery.

So, we will stay focused on that, and we will take the monetary policy decisions that align with
the commitment to preserve favourable financing conditions, with the joint assessment of those
conditions and the inflation outlook. What we must do which is to counter the negative
pandemic effect on the inflation that we had. We are resolute, determined and we’re going to
do that.

We also very carefully monitor and look at the side-effects, if you will, and we do apply the
proportionality criteria. We do apply the effectiveness and the efficiency of measurements in
order to really calibrate our measures as well as we can. It is clear that at some stage, when the
economy recovers strongly, when it is sustainable, self-sustainable, when it is solid,
well-grounded that our policy will evolve ... but for the moment we have all that in place, we
have very low interest rates, we have the purchase programmes of different categories including
PEPP, which is clearly related to the exceptional circumstances that we are going through and
we have four targets that will really help us guide all of the economic actors and the market’s
actors through the path that we take as the economy fully recovers.

Let’s face it, we still have a lot of uncertainty and we cannot be complacent.
1-025-0000

Giorgos Kyrtsos (PPE). – Madam Chair, my thanks to President Lagarde for the role played
by the European Central Bank in supporting the euro area economy. I have two questions.

In Greece, my home country, the banking system has been criticised because systemic banks
are not adequately transferring the funding they are provided by the European Central Bank to
the real economy. In Ms Lagarde’s opinion, is this a specific Greek problem (why do we have
specific problems with the banking system in Greece?) or is this the case for the euro area as a
whole and is of concern to the European Central Bank?

The second question relates to inflation, which is of great concern to us all. In my view, the fact
that there is an upward trend is not a bad thing, as inflation in the euro area is already very low
in relation to the European Central Bank’s target of 2% and slightly below. Therefore, is
inflation expected to rise above the 2% threshold, possibly as a result of energy prices or some
external factor, or does this discussion merely highlight different views in the European Central
Bank’s Governing Council on the policy to be followed?
1-026-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you very much, Mr Kyrtsos,
for your two questions. On your first question on the funding of the economy, we are of the view
that the euro area economy continues to face high financing needs as a result of the COVID
emergency amidst increasing challenges for borrowers and for lenders.
We have taken very forceful action in order to make sure that funding conditions would be plenty,
both in terms of volume and would be accessible in terms of rating. That was the clear intention
behind the two exceptional programmes that we put in place at the early stage of the pandemic,
exactly a year ago.

That’s PEPP on the one hand, stabilising markets’ monetary stance and on the other hand, TLTRO
III, in order to provide massive financing at very attractive rates for banks. This has worked and it
is reflected in the strong increase in broad money (M3) since March 2020. Banks have done their
job. They have contributed crucially to covering firms’ liquidity needs, which have abated
compared to the early stage of the pandemic, and firms’ financing costs have remained low.
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They are actually historically low. Now it’s not Greece-specific, so you will draw your own
conclusion, but when we look across the euro area, rates are historically low. Corporates are at
1.51% and households at 1.3%. So, there is clearly a transmission that takes place between the very
favourable financing conditions that are offered to banks and the rates at which they value risk when
they lend to the real economy. This is very much needed in order to make sure that we support the
recovery and that economic actors, at corporate and households’ levels can invest, can consume and
can kick-start the economy back again.

We also understand from our bank lending survey in particular that some of the terms and conditions
– not the rates, but some of the terms and conditions – are hardening a bit because of the risk
assessment that is adopted by banks, which is hardly surprising as we are moving into the pandemic
and seeing hopefully the recovery, but at a slow pace for the moment. But overall, the combination
of the PEPP and TLTROs as structured, with an incentive for banks to finance, has been effective
in order to keep rates very low and historically low.

On inflation. As I indicated to you in my introductory statement, our projection for inflation at the
end of this year is 1.5%, in 2023 1.4%, with 1.2% in between. It is clearly not our inflation aim, and
what we have to do is really analyse the causes, the roots, the sustainability of the factors that impact
on price levels and what kind of pressure is applied to prices in order to make sure that we do not
focus on short-term factors, on temporary factors, on transitory and technical factors, that would
not actually be real inflation.

So, we will not be complacent. We will analyse that in great depth and detail. What we need going
forward is that our inflation aim is reached on a robust and solid basis as well.

1-027-0000

Gunnar Beck (ID). – Madam President, The ECB justifies its bond purchases in the billions
and its zero-interest policy with the argument that it is trying to stimulate inflation. And inflation
is on the rise, as consumers are noticing with higher electricity, petrol and food prices. And the
ECB expects there to be higher inflation. The former chief economist of Deutsche Bank,
Thomas Mayer, even forecasts inflation at 5%. Yet the ECB has announced an expansion of its
bond purchases under the PEPP programme.

I would like to ask two questions about this. Firstly: if inflation continues to rise, will the ECB
stop its bond purchases and raise interest rates? If not, how does it intend to check inflation?
And secondly: can you give me one example from history whereby printing money in the
billions, coupled with escalating public debt, has created long-term growth?

1-028-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you very much, Mr
Beck, for your twofold question. You referred to the expansion of PEPP. I just want to remind
you that PEPP is actually a flexible instrument that we’ve used and we have increased its
volume twice, first in June and then in December. The end date is the end of March 2022, at
least, or any such time when the Governing Council determines that the crisis related to the
pandemic is over.

So, it has a finite life, but I wouldn’t say that it’s being expanded or reduced. What is certain is
that we use whatever of it is needed in order to deliver on our commitment to preserve financing
favourable conditions. Less if we need less, recalibration if more is needed. So PEPP is not
forever, but PEPP does not have an extension time that was embedded in any decisions mostly.

Now let me turn to inflation, which is our aim in order to deliver on our mandate of price
stability. I think in a couple of answers that I gave earlier, I tried to indicate clearly that what
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we need to do is to see through those inflation increases, those price increases on inflation
levels, that would be only related and based on temporary, technical and transitionary factors.
I just want to give you a few examples of why we saw inflation move up in January and
February.

Remember (inaudible) December we were at – 0.3, January + 0.9, February + 0.9 and this was
even higher (inaudible) which obviously constitutes a very large part of the euro area. Those
increases were related to temporary factors, just as the decreases observed in earlier 2020 were
also attributable to temporary factors. So just as we saw through those temporary factors that
put pressure down, we also have to see through those factors that increase pressure on prices.

So let me put them in ranking order. The first factor that played a role was higher energy
inflation. The second – which is very specific to Germany as you know – was the end of the
temporary VAT rate reduction. The third was the timing and magnitude of sales in certain
countries. And the fourth was the impact of the stronger than usual changes in HICP weightings
for 2021 – that’s the way in which Eurostat and statistical offices around Europe actually adjust
their management of prices in order to be in synchronisation with actual spending by
consumers.

So, it is because of those four temporary and transitionary factors that prices have increased and
are perceived to have increased. We cannot calibrate monetary policy decisions on the basis of
inflation movements that are so linked to temporary and technical factors. It has to be a solid,
deeply rooted, robust inflation that is observed over the course of time and not subject to
variations that are not long-standing variations.

We might experience something not completely dissimilar if and when recovery picks up as we
analyse it (inaudible) and when it comes, if we have massive pent-up demand that has a
transitionary impact on inflation. We also have to temper that with what is expected in the
medium term in order to adjust our monetary policy decisions.

I am running out of time, but on your other point on whether there is a historical example of the
success of printing, we’re not in the business of printing money. Our objective is price stability,
and we have to use conventional measures when they are available – and I’ve mentioned some
of them – and unconventional measures, when it’s needed, and they are more effective and
proportional.

1-029-0000

Sven Giegold (Verts/ALE). – Madam President, I have the following issue to discuss with you
actually. On 25 February the government of New Zealand changed the remit of the Central
Bank of New Zealand in order to take into account the effect of its monetary policy on housing
prices. We see that lax monetary policy conditions are helpful to stabilise the economy, but on
the other hand they are fuelling an asset price bubble, in particular in housing. In New Zealand
the figures were dramatic – a price increase of 22% in one year. In Germany we have now seen
an increase of 9.6%.

(Speech interrupted owing to loss of audio connection)

1-030-0000

Alfred Sant (S&D). – Madam Lagarde, at the ECB forum on central banks of 11 November,
you predicted that the recovery from the economic fallout of the pandemic would be unsteady
and you rightly spoke about how services will be fielding the greatest losses and undergoing
the toughest recovery. On 1 March, addressing the German Mittelstand Conference, you
highlighted, and I quote, ‘the pandemic has brought forward the digital transition in Europe by
seven years’. And you emphasised that since March last year, the cheap and abundant credits
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generated by the ECB’s policies have led to small loans totalling EUR 730 billion going to
SMEs, of which 19% went to the German Mittelstand.

Given that in the European south, economies are extremely dependent on SMEs and on services,
not least tourism, and given that they remain extremely vulnerable to COVID-19 shocks and
ripples in an unsteady state of affairs, and also given that in their case, the digital transformation
unfortunately still lags, could ECB policies be fine-tuned in any way to take the situation of
southern economies into special account or do you consider that enough has been done in that
regard as of now?

1-031-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you, Mr Sant, for your
question. I think that we at the ECB consider that continued access of SMEs, but not just SMEs
in the Mittelstand, but also of self-employed craftsman, very small enterprises, is of vital
importance to sustain the euro area real economy. That is true in manufacturing and it is even
more true in services where SMEs are prevalent. So, within our mandate what we have done is
calibrate our monetary policy measures so that liquidity gets through to the partitions and
sectors most in need of support, notably the SMEs.

As I was saying earlier on the combination of PEPP and, particularly, the targeted longer-term
refinancing operations – TLTROs – has really helped in particular, those enterprises that do not
access the markets by way of issuance of instruments and that cannot enlarge their equity by
traditional means.

So, access to financing at very affordable rates, as I said historically low by all standards, has
been the monetary contribution to the encouragement and support that needs to be given to
SMEs in particular, in order to sustain themselves through the crisis, encourage them as –
hopefully – the recovery takes hold and get to the other side of the pandemic bridge on a solid
footing with good balancing conditions.

That’s what monetary policy had to do in terms of use of instruments, calibrating the
instruments and insisting on the banking sector so that financing is not restricted. We don’t see
tightening, both in terms of volume or in terms of rates, and for the moment this is what we
have seen in the economy of the euro area. We will now continue to support that effort using
those two instruments, PEPP and TLTROs. TLTROs’ number by the way will be published
later today and we expect a reasonably high take-up of financing under this TLTRO III, yet
again.

We are interested in what Members of Parliament have to say about that. We are also interested
in what enterprises tell us about it and we survey them regularly in order to make sure that they
receive the right financing at the right terms, at the right cost, in order to sustain them through
that pandemic. This is what SAFE, which is that survey on the access to finance of enterprises
is telling us at the moment.

1-032-0000

Sven Giegold (Verts/ALE). – Thank you, Chair, for all this courtesy. I’ll try to be more precise.
On 25 February, the New Zealand Government modified the remit of the New Zealand Central
Bank after lax policy conditions led to an unprecedented surge in housing prices in New
Zealand. Also, in Germany we are seeing a strong increase. So, for normal housing the price
increase in 2020 was 9.6% and in 94% of all German County Councils, also the more remote
ones, prices are on the increase, so therefore we are seeing the strong effects of the helpful and
supportive monetary policy conditions, which the eurozone needs, but with strong effects on
the housing market.
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Therefore, my question to you is, will you consider, more strongly, more granularity in your
monetary policy conditions in order to limit the damaging effects of the necessary
accommodative monetary policy conditions on the housing market? It is so interesting what the
New Zealand Government has decided, and I believe the European Central Bank also should
take these warning signs very seriously.

1-033-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – (Speech stopped owing to loss
of video connection) Thank you very much for your question. It’s interesting that you mentioned
New Zealand, and of course everybody looks at what New Zealand does because it was the first
country and the first central bank to actually implement inflation targeting. So, it’s always with
interest that we see innovation happen in that part of the world. But back to the cost of housing.

We closely monitor the effectiveness and the appropriateness of all our monetary policy tools,
including their side effects and our (inaudible) suggest that the ECB’s accommodative
monetary policy only contributed to a limited extent to the strong house price growth that we
have seen in the recent year. And we also – you know in the assessment that we do of the side
effect, and the three criteria of proportionality, effectiveness and efficiency – we believe that
there are beneficial effects of monetary policy on the affordability of financing in order for
households to acquire their house and to use their savings together with accessible financing to
do so.

But let me just add something on the issue of housing, because it’s a matter that was raised
extensively during the various ‘ECB Listens’ outreach events that took place at the ECB, but
also at all national central bank levels as part of our strategy review, and the housing cost came
back and back again and again, as part of the key preoccupations of European compatriots. As
a result of that we are really looking at the inclusion of owner-occupied housing in the basket
of goods and services used to measure inflation, and this we believe could technically be
accomplished without compromising the quality of the HICP and also taking into account that
house prices include an asset component.

So this is very much work in progress. It has not been definitely approved and agreed by the
Governing Council, so we’re looking at it from a technical point of view, considering the
various alternatives, including incorporate those costs, but it will also be a way to assess the
proper value of housing into the price measurement that is used in order to identify whether or
not we will reach our inflation aim.

1-034-0000

Roberts Zīle (ECR). – (Speech interrupted owing to loss of audio connection) Thank you very
much Madame Chair and thank you very much Madam Lagarde, not only for your answers, but
also for the monetary policy of the ECB in general, which is a calm, professional and long-term
monetary view. It very much differs from some other EU policies right now which do not
currently have the same evaluation. You also rightly mentioned there should be synergy
between fiscal supervisory and regulatory policy – of course the last two perhaps we will not
touch on much today.

My question is coming from the even more increased divergences between Member States of
the European monetary union or euro zone, its (inaudible) or after the pandemia. So, if you are
looking forward to different fiscal policy measures done by all Member States, or if you’re
looking also at New Generation EU or MFF issues, it is still not clear for Member States how
it would be calculated, the EUR 360 billion of possible loans, taking into account that some
Member States will even just go directly to the financial market without conditionality for
reforms and investment under the RFF. There is great uncertainty, taking account also of the
general escape clause, which perhaps will be somehow removed, and then it would be again
Stability Growth Pact indicator in some version of life from 2023.
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Also, TLTRO III, you said that it will be published now. I think in some Member States not
many commercial banks are very ready to key (inaudible) and that also can create emergencies.
If we are going to savings issues, which has also had dynamics during the pandemia, these are
also very different in many Member States.

So, what can we expect as a result of these divergences? Does it create for you a problem, after
we are coming out from the pandemia to even more divergence, to create the joint monetary
policy from the ECB point of view? Do you see also a problem not only in general for you, but
also for the ECB?

1-035-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you very much Mr Zīle,
and thank you for the ‘thank yous’. I will share that with the entire staff of the euro system
because we don’t celebrate with great pomp, but we celebrate the hard work that has been put
into the implementation of monetary policy by the entire staff of the system, certainly at the
ECB. I just want to take that opportunity to share your thanks with them.

I think you raised the issue of uncertainty and divergence, the two hurdles that we have on the
path to recovery. On uncertainty, from our monetary point of view, we try to provide as much
certainty as we can by focusing on preserving favourable financing conditions, so that economic
actors know that they will be able to finance their consumption, their investment, whether they
are small or large enterprises, at favourable terms. All our instruments are geared towards that.
We will use the flexibility that is embedded in some of our programmes in order to deliver on
that and we will do so as we progress towards a solid and sustainable recovery on the other side
of the bridge of the pandemic that we have faced and that we continue to face.

That’s playing our part. Hopefully other actors, other institutions, will play their part. I think
the Commission is well aware of that level of certainty that needs to be offered to all actors –
from banks to households – in terms of the timing of the general escape clause, the use of expiry
about the re-examination, and continuation of the work that has been initiated by the
Commission on the Stability and Growth Pact going forward. I hope that there is the right
sequence in these two elements, so that there’s as much certainty as possible and there is a
framework available to economic actors so that they know what’s coming and how they can
adjust to it.

On the issue of divergence. It’s a clear hurdle, and on that we’re going to have to live with this
and try to mitigate, because you have divergence in the fiscal position in which Member States
went into this pandemic. You have divergences in the economic activity that some have versus
others – predominance of services, higher manufacturing sector and others, strong focus on
social-distanced services such as tourism, such as recreational, such as leisure, that is more
important in some than in others. This clearly will have an impact on how the whole euro area
is going to come out of the current situation. Our hope is that, from a monetary point of view,
we will be able to use our PEPP instrument to make sure that we don’t see fragmentation and
that we maintain stability.

On the fiscal side, clearly the use of the Next Generation EU will be important in the way it is
structured in the mix of grants and loans, and with a focus on what will enhance productivity
and improve the economic situation, and by so doing addressing the divergence phenomenon
that we know we have, as entering into the pandemic.

1-036-0000

Frances Fitzgerald (PPE). – President Lagarde, I want to begin by welcoming the work that
you and your colleagues have been doing. The speed of the response, the speed of the support
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to households, to businesses has absolutely made a difference, a huge difference in what is a
really catastrophic situation.

I want to return to something we haven’t spoken about today, and that’s Brexit. We have the
Trade and Cooperation Agreement still to be ratified, and some bumps on the road and some
serious disagreements between the EU and UK, but what I want to ask you is, from a
macroeconomic perspective, do the consequences of Brexit still pose threats to the eurozone
economy or do you feel the full effects of Brexit have already been felt?

Secondly, in relation to the Brexit Adjustment Reserve Fund – the Commission proposed it, to
help deal with the most adverse effects in the Member States and sectors most affected – how
important is it for EU institutions to continue focusing on providing financial support to those
countries most severely impacted by Brexit, and not to dilute it even more?

1-037-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – Thank you very much
Ms Fitzgerald. Your question focused on the macroeconomic impact of Brexit and whether it
is now felt that it is behind us, or whether it is ongoing and how badly it will affect us.

The UK’s departure from the EU Customs Union and the Single Market has indeed affected
trade flows and caused some shifts in financial sector activity (inaudible) on the freight flows.
We hold, on a regular basis, discussions with non-financial corporate players, and it was quite
striking to hear some of them explain how the shipping traffic had actually changed because of
the difficulties in transit between the EU and the UK.

So, the negative economic impact of looser economic and much looser financial ties is expected
to affect both the UK and the euro area – and certainly more so the UK than the euro area – and
you will not be surprised to hear that we believe that the impact will be different across Member
States depending on their economic links to the UK. Obviously Ireland is one that is high on
the list of those countries that are most affected by the consequences.

We are hoping that Next Generation EU and the various funding mechanisms and reserves
funding that are available at EU level will also take those factors into account, and the
macroeconomic projections of how badly some countries will be affected relative to others, in
order to tailor properly the support and the help that will be given.

Apart from monetary point of view, as I said, we will be using the tools that are specific to the
pandemic and tools to make sure that our monetary response actually prevails and that there is
good monetary transmission throughout the entire euro area, including those that are across the
sea. That is certainly part of our mandate.

1-038-0000

Eero Heinäluoma (S&D). – Thank you, Madam Lagarde, for being with us for this valuable
meeting for both of us. ESMA just yesterday warned around the risks related to stablecoins and
cryptocurrencies, and the ECB has also been quite concerned about the monetary impact of the
stablecoins. We have heard and been informed that the ECB is now doing work around this
digital euro.

What’s the situation with this project, because obviously it could be some kind of help for those
people who would like to have these new types of payment and do it in a very safe manner? So,
what’s your impression concerning the project? At the same time do you think the ECB ought
to have a stronger role, for example a veto right in the authorisation process of stablecoins?

1-039-0000

Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central Bank. – I think it was one of your
colleagues who said better to have a Lagarde coin than a Libra coin. I think that we took that to
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heart, and are working hard in order to make sure that we explore the project of having a digital
euro that would be a form of central bank money, rather than one of those crypto assets or
crypto coins run and organised on a private sector network.

The possible establishment of a digital euro and any related services provided by the
Eurosystem acting in its capacity as monetary authority will obviously be guided by the
preferences of European citizens, and by a decision of the Governing Council that is expected
mid-2021, to determine whether or not we go into the exploration phase, which in our view will
probably be in the range of two years.

In terms of a timetable, I remind you that back in October we issued a very detailed and in-depth
policy paper focusing on feasibility and analysing the risks of its transmission to currency
stability, and we put it out for public consultation.

We got 8 000 views back from the public. We are completing now the analysis of those views
and trying to identify the main concerns, which revolve around stability and security, protection
of private life and of private data, which are clearly attributes of a sovereign bank digital
currency as opposed to the other coins that we are seeing discussed here and there.

Once that is done, in April it will be presented to the Governing Council. It will also be debated
with you, because my colleague Fabio Panetta has been invited by the Chair to come on 14
April, I think, to present the output of that consultation.

Once that has taken place, the Governing Council will have to discuss whether we move ahead
or not, and whether we open a two-year process during which we will explore the feasibility,
technology and structure of a digital currency.

There is a lot of momentum; there is a lot of enthusiasm. Everybody would like us to move
faster and further and with great furore and excitement. We need to be careful. We need to
respond to the needs. We cannot concede on pure fun or glamour. It needs to be solid, it needs
to be safe. It is granted by the Central Bank and it needs to have all the attributes of a sovereign
bank-backed currency.

That is my assessment of the situation as it is at this moment and of the timetable. My hope is
that we move forward, but it’s something that will be decided in a couple of months.
1-040-0000

Chair. – We have concluded our Monetary Dialogue. I thank again President Lagarde for her
availability. I thank all the Members for participating in this dialogue. We will definitely meet
with Mr Panetta on the digital euro, and we will see Madam Lagarde as a guest again on the
next occasion.

(The Monetary Dialogue closed at 11.07)


