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Biographies of speakers 
 

 

Prof. Carmelo RIZZARI is Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Milano-

Bicocca, Italy and has been involved in the field of pediatric leukaemias with a special 

interest for both traditional and innovative chemotherapy agents.  He is currently 

running the Paediatric Haematology-Oncology Unit in Monza (MBBM Foundation, 

ASST Monza, University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy), which is one of the largest 

centres for the diagnosis and treatment of haematological malignancies in Italy.  

 

Since the start of his career, he has been involved in the field of pediatric leukemias 

with a special interest for both traditional and innovative chemotherapy agents.  

 

He is currently Chairman of the AIEOP (Associazione Italiana di Ematologia ed 

Oncologia Pediatrica) Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL) Committee, aiming to 

improve the knowledge and treatment of childhood ALL  in the country.  He is also 

a member of the national AIEOP scientific committees for first line and relapsed trials 

for ALL and AML and an active member of several scientific and steering 

international committees (e.g. AIEOP-BFM ALL trials, International BFM Study 

Group, ITCC, INTREALL).  Within ITCC (Innovative Therapies for Children with 

Cancer), he served as a member of the Quality and Accreditation Committee and is 

currently the representative of the Center of Monza within the ITCC Consortium.  

 

Since several years and still currently he is also serving as the representative of the 

International BFM Study Group at ENPREMA (European Network for Pediatric 

Research at EMA) which aims to foster and integrate at the European level the 

research and innovation in different pediatric areas.  

 

He is also currently national PI or Co-PI or local site PI for several national or 

international phase I and II Pharma sponsored or Academia driven studies involving 

innovative drugs for resistant/relapsed leukemias and lymphomas.  

 

Author or co-author of a large number of scientific publications, he has also actively 

participated as an  invited speaker in several international scientific meetings and 

disease-specific working groups. 
  



 

Prof. Ruth LADENSTEIN is Professor in Paediatrics and Senior Consultant for 

Paediatric Haematology and Oncology at the St. Anna Children´s Hospital . She is Head 

of the Clinical Trials Unit S2IRP (Studies & Statistics for Integrated Research and 

Projects) at the Children’s Cancer Research Institute (CCRI) of the St. 

Kinderkrebsforschung e.V. (http://science.ccri.at/). 
 

Prof. Ladenstein’s recent project activities are the coordination of the European 

Reference Network in Paediatric Cancer ERN PaedCan (http://paedcan.ern-net.eu/), 

and the Austrian Medicine for Children Research Network OKIDS (http://www.okids-

net.at/). 
 

Prof. Ladenstein holds the following memberships: 

- Member of the EU Mission Board for Cancer (Horizon Europe) since July 2019 

- Board member SIOP EUROPE (http://www.siope.eu/ ), SIOPE president period 

September 2009 – October 2012  

- Member of Oncology Advisory Board of the Ministry of Health Austria since 2013   

- Advisory board member of the SIOPEN Europe Neuroblastoma Group since May 

2011 (http://www.siopen.wildapricot.org/; https://www.siopen.net).  

- During her presidency from May 2007 – May 2011 she founded the SIOPEN 

Association in Vienna giving SIOPEN a legal structure and governance. Since 2002 

she is principle Coordinating Investigator of the High Risk Neuroblastoma 

1/SIOPEN trial and associated ch14.18/CHO development tasks. By now, the 

“SIOPEN Association to foster neuroblastoma research” has 394 active members 

in 33 countries, 29 countries are involved in SIOPEN studies. 
 

Furthermore Prof. Ladenstein is Chair of the Austrian Group for Paediatric 

Haematology-Oncology (AGPHO member - Arbeitsgruppe für Pädiatrische 

Haematology-Onkologie) www.paediatrie.at. 

 
  

 

Prof. Jean-Yves BLAY, MD is a medical oncologist, General Director of the Centre 

Leon Berard, the Comprehensive Cancer Centre of Lyon France, researcher and a 

Professor at the University Claude Berard, France. Since 2019, he is the President of 

the French Federation of Cancer Centers Unicancer.  
 

His work focuses on sarcoma, genomics and targeted treatment of cancer, immune-

oncology, and the relationship between tumour immunologic microenvironment and 

malignant cells, with the goal of clinical applications in the field of diagnosis, prognosis 

and treatment.  
 

He has been distinguished with the Hamilton-Fairly award from ESMO (2012) and the 

Henry and Mary-Jane Mitjaville prize from the National Academy of Medicine (2013). 

He was the President of the ESMO 2019 congress (30000 participants.  
 

Professor Blay is the Director of the LYRICAN SIRIC (previously LYRIC) since 2018. 

He is also the President of the French Sarcoma Group, the Network director of 

NETSARC+ network of sarcoma reference center for the INCA since 2019.  

He serves as secretary for the World Sarcoma Network (WSN), a think tank of all 

worldwide sarcoma research groups. He serves as the Network Director of ERN-

EURACAN, designated by the EU Commission in 2016 to improve the quality of care 

for patients with rare cancers in the European Union.  
 

Previously, he served as the President of EORTC between 2009 and 2012. He was the 

former Principal Investigator of Conticanet, an EU Commission network of excellence 

of FP6, and he PI of the FP7 project EUROSARC.  
 

Professor Blay has co-authored over 1000 peer-reviewed articles and book chapters, 

and was distinguished as Highly Cited Researcher in 2019. He advises various national 

and international institutions and research organisations, and is an active member of 

several oncology scientific organisations and societies, such as ESMO, CTOS, ASCO 

and AACR. 
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Prof. George ASTRAS is a Medical Oncologist and a Professor of Oncology at the 

European University. 

 

He is currently Director of Medical Oncology at the American Medical Center, 

Platonas Medical Center and St George /Blue Cross Clinics. 

 

He contributed in the development of two Oncology Centers and two Satellite 

Oncology Units and in the development of 24-hour Acute Oncology Services and he 

is currently Director of the Hemato-Oncology Department at the American Medical 

center (AMC) and Platonas Medical Center (PMC).  

 

He setup and created e-learning modules for doctors and contributed in the 

development of I-QEMO the first online electronic chemotherapy prescribing system. 

He is one of the Founding Members of the Movember Foundation of Cyprus and is 

the Vice President of the Cyprus Brain Tumor Association (CTBA), the RMCH and 

a member of the scientific board of the Cyprus Anti-Cancer Society. 

 

He tackled projects dedicated to soft tissue sarcomas, pediatric rare tumors and adults 

tumors and is heavily involved in Cancer Charity currently leading multiple 

Initiatives to improve regional cancer care. 

 

In the last few years, he devoted himself in improving the National Healthcare System 

focusing in reforms that will improve Cancer Prevention, Cancer Care and supportive 

measures, Treatment Access and improvement of the quality of care. 

 
  

 

Dr. Mariana COUTINHO is a psychologist and she became a patient advocate after 

being diagnosed with a rare form of cancer with a prevalence of 1 in 1 million – 

Epithelioid Hemangioendothelioma – in 2016.  

 

Since then, she has joined several patient organisations and patient groups. She is a 

member of the Steering Committee of Youth Cancer Europe, where she has been 

advocating for improved care of adolescent and young adults diagnosed with 

cancer, while raising awareness on several topics that negatively impact young 

cancer patients and survivors, such as: the lack of mental health support available to 

AYA’s diagnosed with cancer, the need to facilitate access to cross-border healthcare 

or the importance of fertility preservation and fertility treatments for cancer patients 

and survivors.  

 

Recently, she was part of the Rare 2030 Project where together with other young 

patient advocates, she worked on the development of policy recommendations around 

rare disease policy in Europe. She is a patient advocate at the EHE Rare Cancer 

Charity (UK) where she is working on raising awareness on Epithelioid 

Hemangioendothelioma in Europe.  

 

She recently became a member of the FAIR Trials Working Group (ACCELERATE 

Platform), that aims to promote age inclusive research, lower the age of participation 

in clinical trials and therefore improve the access of new anti-cancer drugs to 

adolescents. Since 2018, she has also been working as volunteer, through the 

Acreditar Association in Portugal, at the Oncology Service of Coimbra’s Pediatric 

Hospital where she supports hospitalized children and adolescents affected by cancer. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Krassimira ZAYKOVA is a medical student at the Medical University of Varna 

(MUV).  

 

She is a Volunteering Representative of the MUV Paediatrics Society. She is also a 

member of the Organising Committee of the 2020 Young Leaders for Health Social 

Entrepreneurship Challenge on eHealth. She was the Assistant to the President of the 

Association of Medical Students in Bulgaria-Varna, part of the International 

Federation of Medical Students’ Associations (IFMSA), during the term in 2018-

2019.  

 

Krassimira has had many research papers published and regularly participates in 

international conferences and symposia. She used to volunteer for a mentoring charity 

working with young people in disadvantaged communities to raise aspirations and 

help them grow in character and attainment. Krassimira's motto is “If your actions 

result in only saving one life, they are worth taking. I am convinced we can affect the 

well-being of millions of people if we invest in cancer prevention”. 

 
  

 

Dr. Tit ALBREHT, M.D. (1961), Slovenian, Ph.D. in Health Services Research at 

the University of Amsterdam, Head of the Centre for Health Care at the National 

Institute of Public Health of Slovenia. 

 

A senior researcher in the field of health services research, health policy and health 

systems research, member of the Scientific Committee of EUPHA, president of the 

Slovenian Preventive Medicine Society, member of the Health Council of the 

Ministry of Health of Slovenia.  

 

He acts as a reviewer of several scientific journals and of projects submitted for 

financing to the European Commission. From 2011 to 2014 he was a work package 

leader of the Work Package in the Joint Action EPAAC – European Partnership for 

Action Against Cancer. This process resulted in the European Guide on National 

Cancer Control Programmes. 

 

He was the co-ordinator of the Joint Action Cancon (Cancer Control), an EU co-

financed project dedicated to informing the development of cancer policies at the EU 

and Member State levels. Currently, he is the coordinator of the third Joint Action on 

cancer control, entitled innovative Partnership for Action Against Cancer (iPAAC).  

 

He is an Associate Professor of Public Health at the Medical Faculty of Ljubljana, 

Slovenia and teaching public health and epidemiology at the Medical Faculty of 

Maribor and at the Faculty of Nursing in Maribor. 

 
  

 

 

Phar. Francis ARICKX is the head of the directorate Reimbursement of Medicines 

and Pharmaceutical Policy within the Health Care Department at the National 

Institute for Health and Disability Insurance (NIHDI RIZIV/INAMI) in Belgium, 

where he manages the departments responsible for administrative and scientific 

assessment and appraisal of reimbursement claims for medicines, orphan drugs, 

medical nutrition. 

 

Francis Arickx is the former secretary general for the Commission for 

Reimbursement of Medicines and acts as representative/expert for the Institute and 

Belgium on a number of national and European platforms (NM CAPR, MEDEV, 

EUnetHTA). He is one of the country coordinators for the BeNeLuxA Initiative 

(www.beneluxa.org), and today the overall coordinator of the Initiative. 

 

Francis graduated in pharmaceutical sciences from the University of Ghent, Belgium 

and teaches ‘Health Policy’ in the Pharmaceutical Sciences Department at the 

University of Antwerp. 
  

 

http://www.beneluxa.org/

