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JOINT STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR OF THE DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS

WITH BELARUS, MEP Robert BIEDROŃ, AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S
STANDING RAPPORTEUR ON BELARUS, MEP Petras AUŠTREVIČIUS

on the crackdown on the Tut.by media portal in Belarus

Brussels, 19 May 2021 – "We strongly condemn the unrelenting repression by Aliaksandr

Lukashenka’s regime against independent media, underscored by yesterday’s crackdown on

Tut.by – the most influential online media outlet in Belarus.

The authorities have raided Tut.by’s editorial office and regional branches, searched the homes

of several of its staff members and initiated criminal proceedings on far-fetched tax evasion

grounds. In addition, at the Prosecutor General’s request, the Ministry of Information has

blocked its website, invoking alleged violations of the highly controversial law on mass media.

By now, at least thirteen Tut.by journalists and staff members are still being detained, while the

whereabouts of some others are still unknown.

Unfortunately, these latest, shocking developments come as no surprise. Lukashenka’s regime

had already stripped Tut.by of its legal status as a media outlet and relentlessly fined, jailed and

persecuted its journalists. Now, it seems intent on using tax legislation as a pretext to launch

yet another malicious attack aimed at silencing Tut.by, whose actual ‘wrongdoing’, in the eyes

of the regime, seems to be its objective reporting on last year’s fraudulent election and on the

dire situation in which Aliaksandr Lukashenka has put his country.

We call on the Belarusian authorities to unblock Tut.by’s website and to release immediately

and unconditionally all its journalists and staff members who have been detained. The regime

must end the shameful harassment of independent media and uphold its international

commitments to respect human rights and fundamental freedoms, including media freedom and

freedom of expression.
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Until then, we urge the EU to proceed immediately with the fourth package of sanctions,

targeting officials who take part in or are complicit of the electoral fraud and subsequent human

rights violations in Belarus, as well as companies who support Aliaksandr Lukashenka and his

regime."
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