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Words by the Chair

Dear colleagues,

Artificial intelligence (AI) is
transforming our world. It is at our
fingertips, when we translate texts
online or use a mobile app to find
the most efficient way to beat
traffic on our way to work. At the
next ITRE committee meeting, we
will welcome Ms. Lucilla Sioli,
Director for Artificial Intelligence
and Digital Industry at DG
CONNECT, and hear more about
the 2021 update of the
Coordinated Plan on AI.

In a world that has become hyper-
connected, cybercriminals pose a
significant threat to the internal
security of the European Union
and the security of its citizens
online. The COVID-19 pandemic
has highlighted the need for more
security in the digital world. People
have increased their presence
online to maintain personal and
professional relations, while
cybercriminals have taken
advantage of this situation,
targeting in particular e-commerce
and e-payment businesses, as well
as the healthcare system. We are
looking forward to an exchange of
views with Mr. Juhan Lepassaar,
Executive Director of the European
Union Agency for Cybersecurity
(ENISA).

The European Union Satellite
Centre (SatCen) provides fast and
reliable analysis of satellite data in
order to face current security
challenges. At our meeting, there
will be a presentation of current
and future activities of the SatCen
by its Director, Ambassador Sorin
Dumitru Ducaru, and Mr. Matthias
Petschke, Director for Space (DG
DEFIS). 

 

 

 

News and events

 
Presentation of current and future activities of the
European Union Satellite Centre by Ambassador Sorin
Dumitru Ducaru, Director of SatCen and Mr Matthias
Petschke, Director for Space (DG DEFIS)
 
At the next ITRE Committee meeting, Ambassador Sorin

, Director of the Dumitru Ducaru EU Satellite Centre
 will present the agency and its activities. SatCen(SatCen)

is a decentralised EU agency working under the control of
the Political and Security Committee and the operational direction of the High Representative
of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. SatCen provides several services to
various EU actors, in particular analysis of imagery and geospatial information to describe,
assess and visually depict physical features and geographically referenced activities on Earth.
The Commission, represented by Mr Matthias Petschke, Director for Space in DG DEFIS, will
complement the presentation and give an overview of the relationship between the
Commission and SatCen.

Exchange of views with Ms Papantoniou, Head of Unit of
Space Policy (DG DEFIS), on the Financial Framework
Partnership Agreement under the EU Space Programme
 
The regulation establishing the new Union Space
Programme recently entered into force. According to that
regulation, the Commission shall conclude a Financial

Framework Partnership Agreement (FFPA) with the EU Agency for the Space Programme
(EUSPA) and the ESA. The FFPA shall clearly define the respective roles, responsibilities and
obligations  of each party for each of the Space Programme’s components as well as the
necessary coordination and control mechanisms. During the inter-institutional negotiations last
year, the Parliament negotiation team managed to ensure that the Parliament is fully informed
about the FFPA well in advance of its conclusion as well as about its actual implementation.
The Commission (DG DEFIS) will present in-depth the current state of play of the negotiations.

Exchange of views with Mr Juhan Lepassaar, Executive
Director of the European Union Agency for Cybersecurity
(ENISA)
 
The ITRE Committee, which is the committee responsible
for the ENISA Agency, will hold an exchange of views with
the Agency's Executive Director, Mr Lepassaar. This is the
first time that Mr Lepassaar will come to ITRE since he
took up his function on 16 October 2019. Mr Lepassaar will
present ENISA's implementation of the 'Cybersecurity Act',
including the evolution of ENISA to comply with the new tasks and responsibilities. Its work on
cybersecurity certification schemes and also the current affairs on cybersecurity with particular
attention to the current legislative proposals. 

Presentation by the Commission of the 2021 Coordinated
Plan on Artificial Intelligence
 
At the next ITRE committee meeting, Ms Lucilla Sioli,
Director for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Industry at DG
CONNECT, will present  the  2021 update of the
Coordinated Plan on AI  . The revised plan was proposed
by the Commission together with the Artificial Intelligence
Act on 21 April 2021. As a package, they aim to balance
the promotion and development of AI technologies with the

potential risks to safety and fundamental rights. The comprehensive update proposes joint
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DEFIS). 

We will also hold an exchange of
views on the Financial Framework
Partnership Agreement under the
EU Space Programme with Ms.
Papantoniou from DG DEFIS of
the European Commission. The
financial framework partnership
agreement defines the roles,
responsibilities and obligations of
the Commission, the EU Agency
for the Space Programme and the
ESA with regard to each
component of the space
programme and necessary
coordination and control
mechanisms. Therefore, it is
important for our Members to be
informed on the progress in this
regard.

Cristian-Silviu Buşoi
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:Recent publications

At a Glance: Policy Departments’
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Cooperation of Energy
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Intelligence

Study: SME focus - Long term
strategy for the European
industrial future

 

potential risks to safety and fundamental rights. The comprehensive update proposes joint
actions for collaboration to ensure efforts are aligned with the European Strategy on AI and
the European Green Deal, while taking into account new challenges brought by the
coronavirus pandemic. That plan is financed by EU programmes, the majority of which fall
under ITRE, such as the Digital Europe and Horizon Europe programmes, but also by the
RRF as well as Cohesion Policy instruments.
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