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S E L E C T E D  N E W S  
 

 

Contestable and fair markets in the digital sector 
(Digital Markets Act) 

On 27 September, IMCO will consider amendments tabled to the 
legislative proposal known as the Digital Markets Act (DMA) for which 
Mr Andreas Schwab (EPP) is the Rapporteur. IMCO Members tabled 
1072 amendments in total. Many of the amendments reinforce 
Rapporteur’s proposals included in the draft report, in particular the 
aim to ensure that the scope should be fair and balanced, while at the 
same time focused on restoring contestability and competition in the 
digital market. Several amendments focus on issues such as 
designation of gatekeepers and its flexibility to react to new ones, 
new obligations and prohibitions for gatekeepers, the interoperability 
of services, and the role of competent national authorities, 
governance and enforcement. Some put forward proposals, such as 
to create a European High-Level Group of Digital Regulators and to 
clarify the role of competent national authorities in monitoring 
compliance with the new rules and cooperation between the 
Commission and Member States. All the amendments tabled in IMCO, 
together with those that will be submitted by all opinion-giving 
committees, will be carefully considered by the involved Members in 
the coming weeks in order to prepare for the vote in committee. 
DRAFTSPERSON: Andreas Schwab (EPP) 

 

Single Market For Digital Services (Digital Services Act) 

and amending Directive 2000/31/EC  

On 27 September, IMCO will consider the amendments tabled to the 

Digital Services Act (DSA). A record number of 2115 amendments 

were tabled to the DSA proposal, which lays down harmonised rules 

for online intermediary services, which makes a total of 2297 

including those proposed by the Rapporteur, Ms Christel 

Schaldemose (S&D), in her Draft Report. The amendments highlight 

the need to clarify the liability regime and the notice and takedown 

mechanism, especially for online marketplaces, to protect consumers 

and strengthen SMEs; to establish stricter rules on advertising and 

recommender systems, as well as to ensure the effective 

enforcement of the Regulation. The 2297 amendments tabled in 

IMCO, together with those that will be put forward by the seven 

opinion-giving committees, namely LIBE, JURI and ITRE, associated 

under Rule 57 (with shared competences) and ECON, TRAN, CULT and 

FEMM, providing opinions under Rule 56, will be carefully considered 

by the IMCO Members in the coming weeks in order to prepare for 

the vote in committee. The consideration of compromise 

amendments is scheduled for 27 October 2021. 
DRAFTSPERSON: Christel Schaldemose (S&D) 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28223/ANDREAS_SCHWAB/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37312/CHRISTEL_SCHALDEMOSE/home
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  
(27  SEPTEMBER, 11  OCTOBER 2021) 

Watch the committee meeting live 

 

Tackling non-tariff and non-tax barriers in the Single 

Market 

                                           

On 27 September, the 

IMCO committee will 

consider the 

amendments to Mr 

Kosma Złotowski’s (ECR) 

draft own initiative 

report on Tackling non-

tariff and non-tax 

barriers in the Single 

Market. Members tabled 218 amendments to the draft report, 

stressing the vital importance of the single market for the Union and 

pointing out to persistent non-tariff barriers - a situation, which has 

deteriorated in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. In their amendments 

Members are calling for better and more unified transposition of EU 

law, monitoring of national rules, stronger enforcement of existing 

rules and measures. They also highlight the issue of inclusion of 

territorial supply constraints and the need for further digitalisation of 

public services, which will help eliminate a number of still existing 

barriers hampering the potential of European businesses operating 

cross-border. 

DRAFTSPERSON:  Kosma Złotowski (ECR) 

 

Regulation concerning batteries and waste batteries, 

repealing Directive 2006/66/EC and amending Regulation 

(EU) No 2019/1020  

On 11 October, IMCO will 

consider the amendments to 

the draft opinion on the 

proposal for a Regulation 

concerning batteries and 

waste batteries 

(2020/0353(COD)). The 

Rapporteur, Mr Antonius 

Manders (EPP), stresses in his opinion the need to use the leverage of 

the Internal Market to improve EU battery manufacturing and ensure 

a level playing field between manufacturers established in and 

outside the EU. He also underlines the need to introduce high 

environmental and social standards. During the presentation of the 

draft opinion in IMCO on 1 September, shadow rapporteurs broadly 

supported the approach set out in the opinion. This is also reflected 

in the amendments, in particular the need to raise social and 

environmental standards, to introduce safeguards to the benefits of 

consumers and companies that respect the rules and to clarify that 

the new sustainability requirements apply to batteries for light means 

of transport such as e-bikes.  

DRAFTSPERSON: Antonius Manders (EPP) 

Consumer protection and automated decision-making tools 

in a modern economy  

On 27 September 2021, IMCO will organise a public hearing 

on "Consumer protection and automated decision-making tools in a 

modern economy". During two panels the Members will discuss the 

main challenges stemming from automated decision-making tools, 

and listen to major players, consumer organisations and experts. In 

the first panel, representatives of consumer associations, business 

and certification bodies will present their views on the safeguards to 

protect consumers from services carried out without human 

oversight or smart products, including the use of certification and 

standardisation for these tools. During the second panel, experts 

from the industry and academia will address how automated 

decision-making tools can improve quality and quantity of 

information to consumers.  

LInk to the Public Hearing page 

Access of third-country goods and services to the Union’s 

internal market in public procurement  

On 11 October, 

IMCO will consider 

amendments 

tabled to the draft 

opinion to INTA on 

the International 

Procurement 

Instrument (IPI) for 

which Mr Ivan 

Štefanec (EPP) is 

the IMCO Rapporteur. 145 amendments were tabled, many of which 

support and further develop Rapporteur’s draft opinion, including his 

proposal to move from the price adjustment measures to IPI 

measures and highlight the importance of avoiding fragmentation of 

the internal market. In their amendments, Members also raise 

concerns on the harmonization of prices, the necessity to maintain an 

open approach with third countries and the need to exclude less 

developed countries from the scope of the IPI. They also underline 

the need to fulfil certain public policy objectives, raise the issue of the 

rapidity of the decision-making process and the relevance to consider 

digital technologies in the public procurement sector. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Ivan Štefanec (EPP) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124884/KOSMA_ZLOTOWSKI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4560/ANTONIUS_MANDERS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/consumer-protection-and-automated-decisi/product-details/20210921CHE09301
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124929/IVAN_STEFANEC/home
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 Regulation on general products safety  

 

On 27 September, IMCO will hear a presentation by the Commission of the Regulation on general products 

safety and will have a first exchange of views between the Rapporteur, Ms Dita Charanzova (Renew), and 

the other IMCO Members. The new Proposal was put forward by the Commission on 30 June 2021. It will 

replace the current General Product Safety Directive with a view to updating and modernising the general 

framework for the safety of non-food consumer products, preserving its role as a safety net for consumers, 

adapting the provisions to challenges posed by new technologies and online selling and ensuring a level 

playing field for businesses. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Dita Charanzova (Renew) 

L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  
( 1 2 ,  1 3  J U L Y ,  1  S E P T E M B E R ,  6  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1 )  

Presentation of the Council Presidency’s programme with Slovenian Minister of Economic Development and 

Technology Zdravko Počivalšek, and Slovenian Minister of Public Administration Boštjan Koritnik 

 On 12 July, Ministers Zdravko Počivalšek and Boštjan Koritnik presented the Slovenian Council 

Presidency’s priorities for the coming 6 months. They explained that the Presidency would focus 

on recovery from the Covid-19 crisis, making digital markets and services safer for users and fairer 

for businesses and updating the Union’s industrial strategy in accordance with the new 

developments in AI. IMCO Members raised questions about Presidency’s plans regarding the DSA 

and DMA, the CCD and GPSR, the integration of the single market and the removal of its barriers, 

the green transition, green procurement and sustainable growth as well as the Single Customs 

Window. 

  

Insurance against civil liability in respect of the use of 

motor vehicles, and the enforcement of the obligation 

to ensure against such liability                                                           

During the 12-13 July IMCO 

meeting, the Chair (on behalf of 

the Rapporteur Ms Dita 

Charanzová - Renew) reported 

back from the 6th trilogue on 

the Motor Insurance file 

(2018/0168(COD)), held on 22 

June 2021. As work on technical 

level had progressed well, there 

were only a few remaining 

contentious political points on the agenda of the trilogue. An 

agreement was found on all remaining points, leading the negotiating 

teams to conclude negotiations on the file. The Portuguese 

Presidency thereafter secured the agreement of Coreper on 30 June. 

IMCO Members voted on the provisional agreement on 12 July and 

approved it by a large majority (42/2/1). The plenary vote is expected 

to take place during the October II part-session. 

Exchange of views with Didier Reynders, Commissioner 

for Justice - presentation of the Commission proposals 

on the revision of the Consumer Credit Directive and 

the General Product Safety Directive  

On 13 July, Commissioner 

Reynders presented the proposal 

for a Directive on consumer credits 

(CCD) and the proposal for a 

Regulation on general product 

safety (GPSR). IMCO Members 

addressed various issues regarding 

the CCD, such as payday loans, 

cross-border credits and the 

obligation to impose stricter caps 

for green loans. For GPSR, MEPs focused on the safety obligations 

regarding products imported from third countries, the liability of 

platforms, the need to improve traceability, the rules concerning 

connected products and the possibility of a creation of an accident 

and injury database. The issue of the complex interplay between the 

GPSR and the DSA was also addressed.  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124708/DITA_CHARANZOVA/home
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Exchange of views with Executive Vice-President 

Margrethe Vestager 

On 6 September, the INGE 

Committee, in association with 

IMCO, LIBE and AIDA Committees 

organised a hearing with Executive 

Vice-President Ms Margrethe 

Vestager. Members had the 

possibility to discuss the 

Commission's digital policies and 

recent proposals, such as the Digital 

Services Act, the Digital Markets Act 

and the Artificial Intelligence Act, 

which are the main items of the 

current discussions in IMCO as well. The discussion focussed on 

issues, such as liability of platforms, advertising, innovation, in 

particular as regards SMEs, as well as the European approach to 

artificial intelligence.  

Protecting workers from asbestos  

On 1 September 2021, 

IMCO unanimously 

adopted the opinion by 

Ms Anne-Sophie 

Pelletier (The Left) to 

EMPL on the 

Parliament´s legislative 

initiative (INL) 

concerning protecting 

workers from asbestos. 16 compromise amendments were adopted. 

The opinion calls on the Commission to bring forward a legislative 

proposal introducing mandatory screening for the presence of 

asbestos in buildings constructed before 2005 and to establish 

guidance for national asbestos removal plans. It also gives an outline 

of the rights and obligations of tenants and owners regarding 

asbestos.  

DRAFTSPERSON: Anne-Sophie Pelletier (The Left) 

E V E N T S  

 

 

Due to ongoing safety measures in the European Parliament in response to the COVID-19 crisis public hearings 

and or other events cannot include physical participation of external guests.  

These safety measures have been prolonged till 31 October 2021 impacting meeting conditions of the 

Committee. 

 

 

O T H E R  N E W S   
 

Next committee meetings: Monday, 11 October, 13.45–15.15 and 15.15-16.15 (Coordinators) 

Wednesday, 27 October, 13.45-15.45 and 16.45-18.45 Thursday, 28 October, 09.30-12.30 
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