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Dear JPSG Co-Chair, 

ln line with Article 14(4) of the Europol Regulation and upon invitation by Mr Oliver RÜß, the 

Chairperson of the Europol Management Board in his letter to JPSG Co-Chairs of 21 May 2021, 

we have attended as non-voting observers the meeting of the Europol Management Board, which 

took place on 9 June 2021 via videoconference. 

This was the first time when the Europol Management Board invited both JPSG Co-Chairs, 

therefore two JPSG representatives could attend for the first time: Ms Isabel ONETO from the 

Portuguese Presidency and Mr Javier ZARZALEJOS from the European Parliament representing 

Mr Juan Fernando LÔPEZ AGUILAR, Chair of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 

Affairs of the European Parliament. 
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The attendance of the JPSG representatives were limited to the agenda points related to the 

future of counter-terrorism, the Regulation on preventing the dissemination of terrorist content 

online, EMPACT 2022+, the Consolidated Annual Activity Report 2020, the Europol Regulation 

revision, the final account of Europol for the financial year 2020 and the External Relations 

Strategy Implementation Plan, including the first six-month implementation report. 

The meeting started with welcoming the participants, introducing the recently appointed Deputy 

Executive Director for Operations, Mr Jean Philippe LECOUFFE and welcoming the two JPSG 

representatives. 
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Concerning the Future of Counter-terrorism, first Mr Gilles DE KERCHOVE, EU Counter 

Terrorism Coordinator made a presentation. Ms Catherine DE BOLLE, Executive Director of 

Europol, Mr Olivier ONIDI, Deputy Director-General, DG HOME, Mr Javier ZARZALEJOS, JPSG 

representative, and Management Board members thanked for Mr De Kerchove his hard work in 

the field of fighting against terrorism and expressed their willingness to further cooperation with 

him on this field. The discussion was focused on the challenges facing ttie fight against terrorism, 

the operational activity developed by the Agency combined with the activity developed by the 

Counter Terrorism Center and its results despite the existing challenges, the importance of the 

work developed in areas related to big data aspects, how to better use and exchange data with 

Member States, private parties and third countries, innovation aspects and the terrorism threats 

that justifies the improvement of the existing legal tools. 

Mr Jean-Philippe LECOUFFE, Deputy Director of Europol, Operations Department updated the 

Management Board on the Regulation on Preventing the dissemination of terrorist content 

online (TCO), summarised the last six years' experience of the EU Internet Referral Unit, the 

impact of the new Europol Regulation on combating and preventing the spread of terrorist content 

online and the efforts of the authorities to disrupt them, the implementation and effects of the TCO 

regulation, the ways to effective fight online terrorist propaganda, the competencies and 

objectives of the PERSI platform, the importance of allocating more resources to monitoring right 

wing terrorism content online, the harmonization of the definition of hate speech crime, the 

Regulation (EU) 2021/784 of the European Parliament and of the Council on addressing the 

dissemination of terrorist content, published on 17 May 2021 and the difficulties in its negotiation, 

the removal orders as an instrument of cross-border cooperation and the balance between 

removing terrorist content from the internet and the rignt to freedom of expression. Mr Gilles DE 

KERCHOVE, EU Counter Terrorism Coordinator, praised the TCO regulation and shared his 

concerns, namely the algorithms of the applications, the further need of investment to tackle 

online gaming, decentralized platforms and growing convergence between terrorism speech, hate 

speech and disinformation. 

Ms Catherine DE BOLLE, Executive Director of Europol, informed the Management Board on the 

EMPACT 2022+ and crime priorities at EU level and the role of Europol, welcomed the 

Council conclusions on the permanent continuation of the EU Policy Cycle 1 paving the path for 

the new EM PACT cycle, also highlighted the recent success of the OTF Greenlight/Trojan Shield 

operation concerning the fight against encrypted criminal activity. Mr Olivier ONIDI, Deputy 

1 6481/21 Council conclusions on the permanent continuation of the EU Policy Cycle 
https:/idata.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6481-2021-I NIT /en/pdf 
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Director-General, DG HOME, expressed the willingness of the European Commission to reserve 

more financial support through Internal Security Fund and thanked for the initiative aiming at 

protecting the Recovery Fund. Others asked for the reduction of bureaucracy in operational 

support procedures, the setting up priorities for the fight against organized and serious 

international crime and for the reinforcement of the funding of EM PACT and the simplification of 

the EMPACT process, avoiding duplication or competition between instruments. 

On the Consolidated Annual Activity Report 2020, Mr Jürgen EBNER, Deputy Executive 

Director of Europol, Governance Directorate, pointed out that Europol managed to successfully 

adapt to the pandemic in 2020, also made progress in all fields of strategic priorities and 

presented the amendments made by the European Court of Audit. Ms Isabel Oneto, JPSG 

representative, welcomed the report as a crucial working tool for the JPSG's scrutiny activity and 

its topics. 

A fruitful discussion developed on the revision of the Europol Regulation following interventions 

of Mr Joaquim PEREIRA, Europol National Units, Mr Olivier Onidi, Deputy Director-General, DG 

HOME and Mr Javier Zarzalejos, JPSG representative. The focus was the state of play on the 

nine thematic blocks concerning the reform of the Europol Regulation, the use of data (including 

personal data) for innovation purposes, the exchange of data with third countries, notwithstanding 

the fact that working agreements are maintained and updated, the cross-border dimension of the 

investigations initiated ·by Europol, the state of play on the introduction of data in the SIS system 

by Europol, the duty to consult the EDPS regarding data protection, and the supportive draft report 

on Europol Regulation recast presented in LIBE Commission and its procedure in the European 

Parliament. 

The Management Board adopted its positive opinion on the final accounts of Europol for the 

financial year 2020 following a presentation of Jürgen EBNER, Deputy Executive Director of 

Europol, Governance Directorate. 

As a follow up of the Europol External Strategy 2021-2024 adopted in June 2020, the 

Management Board discussed the External Relation Strategy Implementation Plan and the 

Six-month implementation report. First, Mr Jürgen EBNER, Deputy Executive Director of 

Europol, Governance Directorate made an introduction on the methodology of the strategy which 

aims at supporting the cooperation of Member States' competent authorities with third parties in 

accordance with their operational needs. Europol is aiming at playing a key role in the EU security 

architecture, keeping in focus the three objectives: enhancing cooperation at strategic and 
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operational levels, further develop the EU criminal information hub and promoting policing 

solutions. Europol requested to streamline the reporting to reduce the administrative burden. 

Ms Patricia Silveira, Head of Strategy & External Relations Unit preserited the actual 

implementation of the external strategy, taking into account the two groups; i. EU Neighborhood 

prioritised countries, regional organisations and ii. priority third countries and 

regional/international organisations and the four applied categories of the partners; i. swift 

establishment of cooperation, ii. improvement of existing cooperation, iii. further development of 

existing cooperation and iv. establishment of cooperation in the future. ln the past months, 

Europol's most significant activities were the work on the working arrangements with the UK, 

Tunisia and Chili, finalisation of the Europol liaison officer project in the Western Balkans and the 

extension of the project in Albania. 

After this point, Mr Oliver RÜß, the Chairperson of the Europol Management Board, ended the 

part of the meeting to which the JPSG representatives were invited to attend and invited the other 

participants to resume the meeting. 

We remain at your disposal for any further questions. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ms Isabel Oneto 
Former Co-Chair of the JPSG, 
Head of the Portuguese Assembleia 
da Repùblica Delegation to the JPSG 
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