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Joint statement by: 

• the Chair of the Delegation for relations with Belarus, MEP Juozas OLEKAS, 
and  

• the European Parliament's Standing Rapporteur on Belarus, MEP Petras 
AUŠTREVIČIUS 

on the second anniversary of the fraudulent presidential election in Belarus 

 

Brussels, 9 August 2022 – “Two years have already passed since the massively falsified 
presidential election in Belarus. It also two years since the people of Belarus rose up against 
the dictatorship – they came out to vote in large numbers and then, in view of the massive 
frauds, hundreds of thousands of them rallied against the regime which stole the election.  

It is painful to see that the people of Belarus have been experiencing systematic repression in 
its worst forms ever since. The regime has continued silencing any critical voices while, 
externally, Lukashenka has sold large swathes of his own country's sovereignty to his 
Kremlin  sponsors. As a consequence, Belarus is increasingly looking like a Russian military 
district, acting as an accomplice in the Kremlin's horrendous war of aggression against 
Ukraine – all this against the will of the Belarusian people. These latest developments illustrate 
the fact that the fight against Lukashenka's illegitimate, dangerous regime is not only an 
internal matter for the Belarusians to settle: it is our concern as well, as it poses a clear threat 
to our entire continent, as illustrated by the last year’s state-engineered migration crisis and 
by the diversion of the Ryanair civil flight which, as the ICAO confirmed, was planned and 
carried out purposefully by Lukashenka’s security apparatus. 

In 2020, the European Parliament awarded the 2020 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of 
Thought to the democratic opposition in Belarus represented by the Coordination Council, an 
initiative of brave women, including Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya who leads the Belarusian 
democratic movement, as well as political and civil society figures. Today, at least four 
Sahkarov Prize laureates are in prison:  political activist Maryia Kalesnikava, video blogger 
Siarhei Tsikhanouski, founder of the Belarusian human rights centre Viasna Ales Bialiatski 
and the leader of the opposition social democratic party, Narodnaya Hramada, Mikalai 
Statkevich.  
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The list of political prisoners as listed by Viasna human rights centre is nearing 1,300 and 
includes many more members of the democratic opposition, notably presidential candidate in 
2020 election Viktar Babaryka and co-founder of the Belarusian Christian democracy party 
Pavel Seviarynets. Moreover, Belsat journalists Katsiaryna Andreyeva and Iryna 
Slaunikava, who covered the 2020 protests, were recently sentenced to additional eight and 
five years in prison, respectively. 30 journalists are currently in custody; 60 lawyers have been 
deprived of their licenses simply because they were performing their duties; and 900 non-
governmental organisations have been either liquidated or obliged to cease their activities. 
Independent trade unions have been dissolved and their leaders imprisoned, in blatant 
violation of key ILO Conventions. 

Among the political prisoners, we would also like to highlight the fates of student Danuta 
Perednya, folk art activist Aliaksei Viacherni and Babruysk resident Anatol Yaskevich, all 
sentenced to long prison terms just because they voiced their opposition to the war on social 
media. Twelve minors who have been imprisoned in the infamous correctional facility in 
Babruysk for attending election campaign rallies or participating in peaceful protests in 2020: 
Vital Prokharau, Aliaksandr Viniarski, Dzianis Khazei, Mikita Zalatarou, Maksim Shatokhin, 
Ivan Patsiaichuk, Eduard Kudyniuk, Daniil Kalesnikau, Maksim Imkhavik, Siarhei Hatskevich, 
Dzmitryj Stryzak and Pavel Piskun – all of them have been subject to physical and 
psychological mistreatment by law enforcement officers, including torture.   

We express condolences to all families who have lost loved ones as a result of the repression 
exerted by Lukashenka’s regime. We continue to call on the Belarusian authorities to release 
immediately and unconditionally, and to drop all charges against all political prisoners and 
persons arbitrarily detained, and we demand the immediate end of violence and repression.  

We urge the international community to stay firm in the implementation of sanctions against 
Lukashenka's illegitimate regime. We call on the European Union to implement the remainder 
of the recommendations formulated by the European Parliament in its resolutions of 17 
September 2020, 26 November 2020, 10 June 2021, 7 October 2021 and 19 May 2022 on 
Belarus. 

The courageous people of Belarus are part of our European family. We welcome the recent 
launch of the ‘European choice’ initiative by the Belarusian civil society, with which 
Belarusians are invited to express their European aspirations. We stand by them in their quest 
for democracy and freedom, and we pledge to continue our support for the democratic forces 
of Belarus, both inside and outside the country.  

Zhyve Belarus!" 
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