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SAKHAROV Prize for Freedom of Thought 
Nelson Mandela, Sakharov laureate 1988 

 
Nelson Mandela at the European Parliament in 1990 

EU flags are flying at half-mast at the European 

Parliament in tribute to Nelson Mandela who died on 5 

December. 

 

Martin Schulz paid tribute to one of the greatest human 

beings of our time, saying “Through his leadership and 

personal example, Nelson Mandela gave new meaning to 

words such as freedom, equality, justice, reconciliation 

and forgiveness.” 

In 1988 Nelson Mandela received the first European 

Parliament Sakharov Prize in recognition of his 

struggle against apartheid.  Like a number of other 

laureates he was unable to attend the award ceremony 

in 1988 as he was imprisoned by the apartheid regime.  

In 1990 just months after being released from prison, 

Nelson Mandela visited the European Parliament to 

receive his award. 

 

Malala Yousafzai, Laureate Sakharov Prize 2013 

 
Malala Yousafzai during her speech at the European Parliament 
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On Wednesday, 20 November, Martin Schulz, president 

of the European Parliament presented Malala Yousafzai 

with her award.   

 

During her acceptance speech Malala made a passionate 

plea for more education and specifically asked for more 

help for children who are out of education: “These 

children do not want an iphone, an X-box or chocolates.  

They just want a book and a pen.” Press release 

 
Family photo: Malala together with Martin Schulz and previous 
Sakharov laureates 

 

During the same week in November, Sakharov laureates 

were invited to celebrate the 25
th 

year
 
since the first 

award of the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought.  

 

DROI Chair Barbara Lochbihler participated as guest 

speaker in several debates, including chairing the main 

debate dedicated to the rights of children. 

Press Release 

 

Aung San Suu Kyi visits Strasbourg, 21 October  
Aung San Suu Kyi received her Sakharov Prize on 22 

October, 23 years after it was awarded by the European 

Parliament.   

 

“This is a great moment, a moment for which an entire 

generation in your country but also here in Europe have 

been waiting for” said President Martin Schulz. 

 

 
Aung San Suu Kyi addresses the plenary in Strasbourg, 22 October 

 

Accepting her award, Aung San Suu Kyi thanked 

MEPs for their support over the years and said  “We 

want to make sure that the right to think freely and to 

live according to our conscience is preserved.  This 

right is not yet guaranteed 100%.” Press Release 

 

 

Annual report on human rights and 

democracy in the world 2012 

 

MEPs appeal to the EU to ensure that 

human rights and democracy are observed 

in all aspects of its relations with its 

partners in a resolution on human rights 

in the world in 2012. They also ask for 

EU sanctions on all regimes using repressive methods 

against civilians and for the EU to continue to support 

human rights defenders and extend its protection to 

whistle-blowers and investigative journalists. 

 

"Even at a time of economic crisis, human rights and 

rule of law cannot take a back seat in the EU's external 

policy", said the EP rapporteur Eduard Kukan (photo 

above).  

The EU should ensure that the human rights dialogues 

and consultations are ambitious and accompanied by 

clear public benchmarks for measuring their success 

objectively. When these dialogues are not constructive, 

the EU should draw clear political conclusions, says the 

EP resolution adopted on 11 December 2013.  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20131120STO25805/html/Malala-Yousafza%C3%AF-There-is-poverty-fear-and-terrorism-but-there-is-hope
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20131120STO25808/html/25-years-of-Sakharov-Prize-Silence-and-looking-away-only-helps-perpetrators
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20131021STO22708/html/Aung-San-Suu-Kyi-receives-Sakharov-Prize-awarded-in-1990
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2013-0575+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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DELEGATIONS 

DROI delegation visit to the African 

Union and Ethiopia, 15-17 July 
 

The main objectives of the mission were to get a better 

view of regional human rights mechanisms within the 

African Union (AU) and to assess the human rights 

situation in Ethiopia. 

 

The delegation was chaired by Barbara Lochbihler, and 

composed of Jacek Protasiewicz, Jörg Leichtfried and 

Jean-Jacob Bicep. 

 

Members reiterated their support for a strong African 

Union and stressed the need for collective African efforts 

to push forward the integration process on the continent.  

This support should be underpinned by concrete 

assistance from the EU side. 

 

With regard to Ethiopia, the delegation took note of 

encouraging developments in the field of human rights, 

such as the adoption of the National Human Rights 

Action Plan and the establishment of the Human Rights 

Commission and of the Ombudsperson.  However, MEPs 

deplored the fact that a scheduled and agreed visit to 

Kaliti prison was cancelled at the last moment. Press 

release 

 

DROI delegation to the Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan, 25-29 August  
 

 
 

With a new Government and a new Parliament in place 

following the May 2013 elections it was a good moment 

for the DROI delegation to ascertain in which direction 

the new authorities would move particularly regarding 

religious freedom, gender discrimination, minorities and 

children’s rights, freedom of expression and the fight 

against radicalism.   

 

The delegation was made up of Ana Gomes (Chair) and 

Andrzej Grzyb, and visited Islamabad and Lahore. It 

was an excellent opportunity to explain to the new 

authorities the priorities and concerns of the European 

Parliament. 

 

The visit took place in the context of Pakistan’s 

application for the EU preferential trade scheme GSP+.  

The programme included a visit to an EU-funded 

project that aims to enhance child protection against 

sexual abuse and exploitation.   

 

In Lahore MEPs met with civil society groups to 

discuss measures taken by the Punjab Government to 

improve labour rights and working conditions. 

Press release  

 

DROI delegation to Serbia, 28-29 October 

 

As a result of the EU Council decision to grant Serbia 

candidate status on 1 March 2012, the Subcommittee 

on Human Rights sent a delegation to Belgrade to 

assess issues such as the integration of ethnic 

minorities, and the lack of transparency and the number 

of shortfalls and deficiencies in judicial review 

procedures. 

 

Members also visited a Roma settlement in Belgrade 

and had a very productive meeting with civil society 

and human rights groups. 

 

Members participated in the opening of the First 

Regional Meeting of Parliamentary Bodies in Charge 

of Human and Minority Rights and Gender Equality.  

 

The parliamentary delegation was made up of the Chair 

of the Subcommittee on Human Rights, Barbara 

Lochbihler, and Lazlo Tokes.  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201309/20130911ATT71069/20130911ATT71069EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201309/20130911ATT71069/20130911ATT71069EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201309/20130911ATT71071/20130911ATT71071EN.pdf
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DROI chair Lochbihler and MEP Tokes in one of the meetings with 

Serbian authorities 

 

European Parliament delegation to the 68th 

session of the UN General Assembly 

(UNGA), 30 Oct.  – 1 November 

 

The Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) participated 

in what is now an annual tradition, a joint AFET-DROI 

delegation visit to New York during the UNGA autumn 

session. The DROI delegation consisted of David Martin 

and Metin Kazak. 

 

A new and welcome addition to this year's programme was 

a meeting with the UN Secretary General, H.E, who was 

accompanied by Deputy Secretary General Jan Eliasson. 

 

 
EP delegation meeting UN SG Ban ki-moon 

 

During the visit, the principal themes covered included 

standing items which are discussed during every UNGA 

delegation visit and were repeatedly returned to in the 

course of the delegation: EU-UN co-operation, defining 

common objectives, financial support from the EU, and 

modalities for strengthening programming. 

 

In addition to this, key topics covered the conflict in Syria 

and its consequences, the implications of the revelations 

on NSA surveillance, and the possibilities for reform of 

the UN Security Council.   
 

DROI Chair visits Saudi Arabia, 24-25 

November 

Barbara Lochbihler visited Saudi Arabia at the 

invitation of the Saudi Minister of Justice.  The 

objective of the visit was to continue the discussions 

held with the Minister of Justice in April 2013 in 

Brussels on the situation of human rights and judicial 

reform in the country.   

 

The DROI Chair raised a number of key concerns 

which should be followed up, such as the monitoring of 

trials by the EU Delegation and Member State 

diplomats, monitoring the recommendations of the UN 

UPR of Saudi Arabia, support for continued EU and EP 

engagement with the human rights committee of the 

Shura Council and with Saudi Arabia’s national Human 

Rights Commission. 

MAIN POINTS OF THE DROI AGENDA 

 

Exchange of views on forced labour in 

Uzbekistan, 18 September  

This exchange of views featured contributions from the 

EU Special Representative for Central Asia, Patricia 

Flor, and a representative from Antislavery 

International and explored the problem of forced labour 

in Uzbekistan, particularly during the cotton harvest, 

which was condemned by the European Parliament in a 

December 2011 resolution.  

 

The discussion emphasised that due to recent steps by 

the Government of Uzbekistan, children under the age 

of 15 are no longer being forced to work in the harvest 

and that, for the first time, an ILO monitoring mission 

has been there to observe. These positive steps were 

seen to demonstrate the importance of continued 

pressure on the Uzbek Government. 
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Exchange of views on human rights in 

Syria, 18 September  

 

This exchange of views 

involved contributions 

from two speakers 

representing the Syrian 

human rights 

community. The debate 

recalled the severity of 

the humanitarian and 

human rights situation 

in Syria, including the United Nations estimate that over 

100,000 Syrians have been killed, and more than 2 

million displaced since the start of the conflict.  

 

The discussion focused on how the European Union 

could best enhance the effectiveness and reach of its 

humanitarian aid, and hold the perpetrators of human 

rights abuses accountable. The issue of the UN Security 

Council referring Syria to the International Criminal 

Court was also raised by several speakers. 

 

Interparliamentary Committee Meeting 

with EU National Parliaments Human 

Rights Committees, 25 September  

 

Jointly with the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

 

The DROI Chair, Barbara 

Lochbihler co-chaired a meeting 

with the Committee on Foreign 

Affairs in the presence of 19 MPs 

representing 12 Member states. The 

meeting focused on the importance 

of including National Parliaments 

in the implementation of the EU 

'Human Rights package'.  

 

The EU Special Representative for Human Rights, 

Stavros Lambrinidis, also spoke during the meeting, 

where he emphasised the need for both vertical and 

horizontal consistency and coherence with regard to EU 

internal/external human rights policies. 

Programme of the Hearing  

 

Hearing on EU readmission policy and 

human rights implications, 25 September 

Jointly with the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 

and Home Affairs (LIBE) 

This was the first joint LIBE/DROI venture on the 

topic of readmission policy, being a good example of 

where there must be coherence between internal and 

external policies.  

 

The panel of experts discussed the legal basis of the 

EU’s readmission policy, the need for effective access 

to asylum procedures for ensuring readmission of third 

country nationals. The International Organisation for 

Migration (IOM) informed about the launch of three-

year pilot projects in Pakistan and Ukraine to monitor 

the implementation of EU readmission agreements. 

Programme of the Hearing 

 

Exchange of views on human rights in 

Iran, 26 September 

 

An exchange of 

views was held on 

recent human rights 

developments in Iran, 

including the release 

of several political 

prisoners, among 

them the 2012 

Sakharov Prize Laureate Nasrin Sotoudeh.  

 

Three speakers gave personal accounts of the prison 

killings that took place in 1988. The debate also 

focussed on the rights of minorities and the importance 

of accountability for past human rights violations. 

 

Hearing on Contemporary Forms of 

Slavery in the Sahel Region, 14 October 

The hearing identified the main challenges facing those 

attempting to tackle slavery in Mauritania.  

 

The discussion highlighted the fact that although there 

have been some improvements since the 2012 revision 

of the Constitution and establishment of a relevant 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/droi/droi_20130925_0900_pnat.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/droi/droi_20130925_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/droi/droi_20130925_0900.htm
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government agency, adoption of the UN Road Map for 

ending slavery is still contentious. While policies have 

changed, the speakers agreed that a change in political 

attitudes has not taken place.  

 

The ILO representative recommended that the EU 

continue its political dialogue with Mauritania in order to 

work towards an improvement of the situation on the 

ground. Programme of the hearing 

 

Hearing on EU transitional justice policy 

and mediation capacities, 11 November 

 

The hearing had a specific focus 

on transitional justice in the 

context of EU peace mediation 

efforts, and on the MENA region 

in particular. The aim of the 

hearing was to start a discussion 

on what an EU policy on 

transitional justice would look 

like, as for 2014 the EU Human 

Rights Action Plan foresees the 

development of a policy on transitional justice to assist 

societies to deal with the abuses of the past and to fight 

impunity.  Programme of the hearing 

 

Exchange of views with Zainab Bangura, 

Special Representative of the UN SG on 

Sexual Violence in Conflict, 27 November 

 

UN Special Representative Bangura 

outlined the priorities of her 

mandate, which include: addressing 

impunity and justice for victims, 

protecting and empowering affected 

women, strengthening the political 

will for implementing Security 

Council resolutions pertaining to 

strategies to combat and prosecute sexual violence, and 

co-ordinating the response of the international 

community to sexual violence.  

 

She advised the EU to further develop its policy on 

sexual violence on the same lines as its current policy on 

children involved in armed conflicts, which could then 

serve as a model for other regions in the world. 

 

Hearing on the situation of human rights 

in Colombia, 27 November 

 

The hearing aimed to start a 

discussion in Parliament on the 

impact that free trade agreements 

– and specifically with the EU – 

have had on the human rights 

situation in Colombia.  

 

All the Colombian guests drew 

attention to the difficult situation 

of whistle-blowers and human 

rights defenders, who are often subjected to threats, 

attacks, criminalisation and even assassination. They 

called on Parliament to do all in its power to ensure the 

human rights clauses in the FTA are used to their 

fullest extent for the protection of human rights. 

Programme of the hearing 

 

Hearing on the access to safe drinking 

water and sanitation, 28 November 

Jointly with the Committee 

on Development 

The hearing focused on the 

need to prioritise access to 

water and sanitation in the 

post-2015 agenda and on the 

debate around private 

operators of water.  

 

What is alarming is that the 

MDG target on sanitation 

remains one of the most off-track targets since there are 

still 2,5 billion people in developing countries lacking 

access to improved sanitation facilities. 

 

UN Special Rapporteur Albuquerque informed 

Members about her current work on a handbook which 

will include practical guidelines for states and other 

stakeholders involved on how to implement this right. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/droi/dv/300_progrslavery_/300_progrslavery_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/droi/droi_20131111_1500.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/droi/droi_20131127_0900.htm
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Speakers and Members stressed that water should remain 

a public universal good and local authorities should be 

able to guarantee access at affordable prices. Programme 

of the hearing 

 

MEPs adopt the European Instrument for 

Democracy and Human Rights 2014-2020 

Rapporteur: Alexander Graf Lambsdorff (ALDE) 

 

On 5 December 2013, after 18 months of negotiations 

between Parliament and the Council, the Foreign Affairs 

Committee adopted a number of regulations, including 

the European Instrument for Democracy and Human 

Rights (EIDHR).  

 

The Instrument governs EU foreign policy spending on 

human rights and democracy and includes a provision 

which ensures the Parliament can provide this funding 

without the consent of the non-EU countries in which it 

is used.  Report,  Background note 

 

Current draft reports and opinions in 

committee 
Eradication of torture in the world 
(2013/2169)) 

Rapporteur: Véronique De Keyser (S&D) 

Vote in AFET: 6 February 2014 

Vote in plenary: March 2014 

 

 
Mid-term review of the Stockholm 

Programme 2013/2024 (INI) CJ08/7/12106 

Rapporteur: Jean-Jacob Bicep 

(GREENS/EFA) 

Vote in AFET: 24 September 

Vote in LIBE: 5 December  

Vote in Plenary:  January (tbc) 

 

***** 

 

Disclosure of non-financial and diversity 

information by certain large companies and 

groups 2013/0110(COD) 

Rapporteur:  Elmar BROK (The original 

rapporteur MEP Behrmann, requested the 

withdrawal of his name as rapporteur) 

Vote in AFET: 26 November 

Vote in JURI: 17 December 

Vote in plenary: February/March 2014 

 

Human rights-related resolutions adopted 

in plenary 2013 
 

September 2013 - Strasbourg 
Resolutions: Situation in Bahrain; Central African 

Republic; Situation in the DRC; Situation in Egypt; 

Situation in Syria 

 

October 2013 - Strasbourg 
Resolutions: Clashes in Sudan and subsequent media 

censorship; EU and Member State measures to tackle the 

flow of refugees as a result of the conflict in Syria; Recent 

violence in Iraq; Violence against Christians, notably in 

Syria, Pakistan and Iran; Caste-based discrimination; The 

situation of human rights in the Sahel region; Corruption in 

the public and private sectors 

 

November 2013 - Strasbourg 
Resolutions:  Bangladesh: human rights and 

forthcoming elections; Qatar: situation of migrant 

workers; Fair justice in Bolivia, in particular the cases 

of Előd Tóásó and Mario Tadić   

 

December 2013 - Strasbourg 
Resolutions: Situation in the Central African Republic; 

Situation in Sri Lanka; Organ Harvesting in China; 

Human rights in the world 2012 and EU policy on the 

matter; Financing instrument for the promotion of 

democracy and human rights worldwide; Establishing a 

financing instrument for development cooperation 

 

Link to all resolutions 

 

DROI Calendar 2014 

 

LINKS: 

DROI Webpage 

DROI Live 

DROI studies 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe to the DROI Newsletter 

DROI on Facebook:  

Twitter 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/droi/droi_20131127_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/droi/droi_20131127_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA7-2013-0448%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20131209BKG30301/html/External-financing-instruments
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/publications.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2014.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/studies.html
mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=Unsubscribe%20from%20the%20Newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Human-Rights-Subcommittee-European-Parliament/149764928468466
https://twitter.com/EP_HumanRights

