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A WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

This week's Committe meeting 

will be our last in 2014: a year 

characterised by several 

important changes in the 

make-up of the European 

political scene, particularly following the 

European Parliament elections and the 

appointment of the new Commission.  

In the area of research and innovation the 

Comittee has a rather long agenda. We can 

look forward to an exchange of views on 

the Committee's first own-initiative report 

in the new legislature, dealing with SMEs 

and Green growth and business 

opporunities. The Committee will also hold 

a hearing on how to support Innovative 

start-ups and SMES, during which three 

panels will deal with the various challenges 

faced by European SMEs. ITRE is also 

preparing an Oral Question to the 

Commission on the Partnership for 

Research and Innovation in the 

Mediterranean Area (PRIMA) which the EU 

is negotiating with Morocco. 

In the field of energy we will hold a second 

debate on Committee's draft report 

concerning the Commission's proposal to 

create a Market Stability Reserve - an issue 

on which there is a wide range of differing 

views. The Committee will also hold a first 

exchange of views on the European energy 

security strategy. Moreover,  Dr Urban 

Rusnák, Secretary General of the Energy 

Charter, will give a presentation to the 

Committee on the Charter's mission to 

create common rules for global energy 

security.  

On ICT matters, Members will have a first 

dicussion on the draft proposal on the 

programme on interoperability solutions 

(ISA 2), which has the aim of promoting 

cross-border or cross-sector interoperability 

solutions in support of interaction among 

the European public administration, 

enterprises and citizens.  

Finally, in the context of the Structured 

Dialogue, the Committee will be welcoming 

Commissioners Moedas and Cañete, who 

will brief ITRE Members on their respective 

priorities for the coming months.  

This promises to be another full meeting 

covering the gamut of competences 

covered by our Committee’s work. Then, in 

the new year, ITRE will certainly continue 

to intensify its work as the new cycle of 

European legislation picks up. 

Dear Colleagues, as this is the last 

newsletter of this year, I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank all of you for the 

commitment you have shown so far, and 

wish everyone a good, energizing holiday 

break and a happy and prosperous 2015.  

Jerzy Buzek 

 

 

MEETING OF 3-4 DECEMBER 2014 

 

 

 

Initiative on PRIMA  

(Rapporteur:  Jerzy Buzek) 

Adoption of oral question 

The Oral Question on PRIMA (Article 185 

initiative on the Partnership for Research 

and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area) 

was proposed by the S&D group and 

received the support of the ITRE 

coordinators.  

Subject to a positive vote of the ITRE 

committee, it will be tabled for the next 

plenary session. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in Plenary: December 2014 

 

 

 

Market stability reserve for 

the Union greenhouse gas 

emission trading scheme  

(Draftsperson:  Antonio Tajani) 

Consideration of amendments  

ITRE will have another exchange of views 

on the proposal to establish a Market 

Stability Reserve (MSR) to tackle the 
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imbalance between supply and demand in 

the EU's ETS.  

In his draft opinion, the rapporteur stresses 

the need to avoid any additional burden on 

European industry, in particular energy 

intensive industries.  

While he does not oppose the introduction 

of a stability reserve as such, he requests 

certain adjustments to preserve the 

competitiveness of industry and to avoid 

carbon leakage.  

Following the presentation of the draft 

opinion Members tabled around 100 

amendments. While some of them aim to 

strengthen the ETS mechanism, others are 

more critical going as far as proposing the 

rejection of the Commission proposal. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in ITRE: 21 January 2014 

 

 

 

ISA2 

(Rapporteur: Carlos Zorrinho) 

Exchange of views 

A first exchange of views on preparation of 

the draft report on the programme on 

interoperability solutions (ISA 2) will take 

place. Mr Zorrinho will discuss the European 

Commission proposal on ISA 2 programme, 

following the current ISA programme which 

ends on 31 December 2015.  

The financial envelope for the duration of 

the ISA2 Programme (2016-2020) is 130 

928 000 EUR.  

The goal of the proposal is to promote a 

holistic approach to the development, 

operation and improvement of 

interoperability solutions in support of 

European public administrations' cross-

border or cross-sector interactions with 

each other and with enterprises and 

citizens.  

The solutions covered by the programme 

shall address issues faced by public 

administrations such as lack of frameworks, 

ICT architectures and tools enabling 

interoperability. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Consideration of draft report: 22 January 2015 

Deadline amendments: 28 January 2015, 

12.00 

Vote in ITRE: 14 April 2015 

Vote in Plenary: June 2015 
 

 

 

European Energy Security 

Strategy 

(Rapporteur: Algirdas Saudargas) 

Exchange of views 

On 3 December ITRE will hold a first 

exchange of views on the European energy 

security strategy. The strategy was 

presented by the Commission in May this 

year in response to the political crisis in 

Ukraine and the overall importance of 

ensuring energy security to EU's citizens 

and economy. The meeting will provide a 

first occasion for the rapporteur for ITRE's 

own-initiative report, Mr SAUDARGAS, and 

for the shadow rapporteurs to present their 

main priority actions for EU's energy 

security. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Consideration of draft report: 21 January 2015 

Deadline amendments: 28 January 2015, 
12.00 

Consideration of amendments: 23 February 
2015 

Vote in ITRE: 14 April 2015 

Vote in Plenary: May I 2015 
 

 

 

Green growth and Business 

Opportunities for SMEs 

(Rapporteur: Philippe De Backer) 

Exchange of views 

One hour exchange of views on the Report 

will take place at 16:00 at the Committee 

meeting. The discussion will be conducted 

without a formal document which is meant 

to be considered in February. This own-

initiative report will be based on the Green 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124739/CARLOS_ZORRINHO_home.html
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Action Plan (COM2014/0440) - a 

Communication in which the Commission 

aimed to define a framework on business 

opportunities for SMEs within green 

economy. The Green Action Plan is set to 

function within the Multiannual Financial 

Framework 2014-2020. The Report will 

present the Parliament's political stance 

towards sustainable solutions in SMEs 

considering innovation, resource efficiency 

and possible financing opportunities. 

Sustainable solutions in SMEs are meant to 

be means to fostering European 

competitiveness. The Report will be adopted 

by the Committee on 14th April 2015. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 25 February 2015, 

12.00  

Consideration of amendments: 23-24 March 
2015 

Vote in ITRE: 14 April 2015 

Vote in Plenary: tbc 
 

 

 

Hearing on 'Supporting Innovative 

Start-ups and SMEs' 

The ITRE Committee will hold a hearing on 

"supporting Innovative start-ups and 

SMES". The hearing will focus on how the 

different governing actors in the European 

Union as well as the private sector can do 

more to untap the potential of SMEs in 

being creative and in translating that 

creativity into innovative marketable 

products, both inside the European Union 

as well as in third countries.  

Some of the topics that will be dealt with 

during the hearing include SME access to 

risk capital and to EU funds, difficulties 

faced by innovative SME's to transform 

their research into marketable products, 

the administrative and legislative burden on 

SME's, and the challenges of faced by SMEs 

at national level. 

The hearing will be divided in 3 panels: 

PART I – SMEs as the driving force of 

Europe - in the driving seat? 

PART II – SME access to finance: private 

and public funding 

PART III - Untapping the potential: an 

innovative approach to promoting 

innovative SMEs 

 

 

 

STRUCTURED DIALLOGUE 

Commissioner for Climate 

action and Energy Arias 

Canete 

Within the framework of the structured 

dialogue between Commission and 

Parliament, the new Commissioner for 

Climate Action and Energy, Miguel Arias 

Cañete will appear before the ITRE 

Committee and outline his priorities for the 

coming months.  

His presentation will be followed by an 

exchange of views with Members on 

important EU energy policy issues.  

The discussion is likely to touch upon a 

wide variety of subjects, ranging from 

energy security to renewable energy and 

energy efficiency as well as infrastructure 

projects and questions related to the 

internal energy market. 

 

 

 

STRUCTURED DIALLOGUE 

Commissioner for 

Research, Science and 

Innovation Carlos Moedas 

Within the framework of the structured 

dialogue between Commission and 

Parliament, the new Commissioner for 

Research, Science and Innovation, Carlos 

Moedas will appear before the ITRE 

Committee and outline his priorities for the 

coming months.  

His presentation will be followed by an 

exchange of views with Members.  

The discussion is likely to touch upon a 

wide variety of subjects, with a special 

attention to the research and innovation 

part of the new investment plan for Europe. 
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Presentation by the Secretary General 

of the Energy Charter, Dr Urban Rusnák 

The mission of the Energy 

Charter is to create 

common rules for global 

energy security. The 

ground is now being 

prepared for the Charter to 

become a global 

framework for energy 

cooperation. Earlier this 

year, the Energy Charter 

Conference provided a mandate to update 

the European Energy Charter of 1991, the 

political declaration which is the basis for 

the Energy Charter Treaty of 1994. 

The International Energy Charter is intended 

to be a political declaration setting out 

common principles for international 

cooperation in the field of energy. All the 

core principles of the 1991 Charter remain 

in the text of the International Energy 

Charter. However the text has been 

significantly modernised to reflect more fully 

current energy challenges and the specific 

needs of non-members, many of which are 

non-OECD countries. This provides a strong 

tool to support the geographical expansion 

of the Energy Charter Treaty and Process. 

The Government of The Netherlands will 

host a Ministerial Conference on the 

International Energy Charter (The Hague II) 

in late May where the new Charter will be 

approved. It is hoped that signature of this 

Charter will pave the way for cooperation 

between the existing members of the 

Charter and partners around the globe who 

are willing to share the core values of the 

Charter. That will be the Energy Charter’s 

latest contribution to Energy Security and at 

a global level. 

On 10 November 2014, Energy Charter 

Secretary General Urban Rusnák met with 

the newly appointed Vice-President of the 

European Commission for Energy Union 

Maroš Šefčovič in Brussels. The parties 

discussed topics of mutual interest and 

areas of potential cooperation between the 

Energy Charter and the European 

Commission in the field of energy security 

and energy governance. 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
 

The Agency for the Cooperation of 

Energy Regulators (ACER) 

ACER is pleased to invite you to the 

presentation of its updated Gas Target 

Model on Friday, 16 January 2015 in 

Brussels. This event will be an opportunity 

for ACER to present the results of the 

update of the regulatory vision for the 

design of the single European gas market 

and to discuss with stakeholders. 

If you would like to participate, please 

register here. Registrations will be treated 

on a first-come-first-serve basis. As soon as 

the venue is confirmed ACER will also 

confirm if web streaming is available. 

Subscribe to ACER news here 

The Body of European Regulators for 

Electronic Communications (BEREC) 

Public debriefing from the 21st BEREC 
plenary More 

European Union Agency for Network 

and Information Security (ENISA) 

Securing Personal Data: ENISA guidelines 

on Cryptographic solutions More 

European Global Navigation Satellite 

System Gnss Agency (GNSS) 

European GNSS benefits showcased at the 

International Conference on Connected 

Vehicles More 

 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY 

DEPARTMENT A 

Recent Publications: 

• Study on 'Horizon 2020: Key Enabling 

Technologies (KETs), Booster for 

European Leadership in the 

Manufacturing Sector'  

Upcoming publications: 

 Briefing note on 'Ocean Research in 

Horizon 2020: The blue growth 

potential' 

 

 Briefing note on  'Recovery of Rare 

Earths from electronic wastes' 

http://www.acer.europa.eu/
http://www.acer.europa.eu/Events/Presentation-of-ACER-Gas-Target-Model-/default.aspx
http://europa.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e5b5922e51f198d8b6996f6ad&id=61f794f3f0
http://berec.europa.eu/
http://berec.europa.eu/eng/events/2014/60-public-debriefing-from-the-21st-berec-plenary
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases/securing-personal-data-enisa-guidelines-on-cryptographic-solutions
http://www.gsa.europa.eu/
http://www.gsa.europa.eu/news/european-gnss-benefits-showcased-international-conference-connected-vehicles
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 Study on 'TTIP Impacts on European 

Energy Markets and Manufacturing 

Industries' 

To contact the Policy Department A or to 

subscribe to its newsletter please write to: 
Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu or 
visit 
Policy Department Intranet (NEW) 

 

 

 

COMING SOON 

Upcoming report votes 

 Market stability reserve for the Union 

greenhouse gas emission trading scheme 

- 21/01 

Amendments deadlines: 

 ISA2 - 28/01 

 European Energy Security Strategy - 

28/01 

 Reduction of national emissions of certain 

atmospheric pollutants and amending 

Directive 2003/35/EC - 29/01 

 Protection of undisclosed know-how and 

business information (trade secrets) 

against their unlawful acquisition, use and 

disclosure- 30/01 

 

mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
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Watch online 
The Committee meetings are web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website or on Europarl TV 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library 
Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings are available on the ITRE website. 
 

ITRE Newsletter 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "Newsletter" in the 
subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information 
For further information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit ITRE website. 
 

Next ITRE meetings: 
21 and 22 January 2015, Brussels 
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