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Summary Note
Interparliamentary Committee Meeting

"Towards better spending -
Models of parliamentary scrutiny

of expenditure"

European Parliament, Brussels
14 November 2013

18 Members of national Parliaments from 13 national Parliaments and 8 Members of
the European Parliament attended the interparliamentary committee meeting
organised by the Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) with the support of the
Directorate for Relations with national Parliaments on 14 November 2013.

Meeting documents, background information and photos are available on the ICM website
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/webnp/cms/pid/1958.
A video recording of the proceedings is available at http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-
live/en/committees/video?event=20131114-0900-COMMITTEE-CONT.

The meeting started at 9h10 with the welcoming and introductory remarks by Michael
Theurer (ALDE, DE), Chair of the EP Committee on Budgetary Control.

First session: Expenditure Scrutiny Models from around the EU
The first session on expenditure scrutiny models from around the EU started with the
presentation by the keynote speaker Ms Jolita Vaickiené, Chair of the Committee on
Audit in the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania. The Lithuanian scrutiny model was
described in detail, bringing forward some good examples of best practices such as
thorough examination of all public expenditure and transparency.

In the following, Srdan Gjurkovic, Chair of the Committee on Finance and Central
Budget in the Hrvatski Sabor (Croatian Parliament) and Jonas Jacobsson Gjörtler,
Member of the Committee on Finance in the Swedish Riksdagen presented the scrutiny
process for government expenditure in their Parliaments.

Inge Gräßle MEP (EPP, DE) then presented recent figures on the error rates for the
implementation of EU funds and accounting inaccuracies in certain Member states and
asked how national Parliaments tackle these issues. This sparked a debate which included
contributions from Francesco Cariello, Member of Committee on Budget in the Italian
Camera dei Deputati, Kazimierz Kleina, Chair of the Committee on Budget and Public
Finance in the Polish Senat, Eddy Van Hijum, Member of the Committee on Public
Expenditure and Finance in the Dutch Tweede Kamer, Juan Antonio De Las Heras, Vice-
Chair of the Committee on Budget in the Spanish Senado and Eduardo Cabrita, Chair of
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the Committee on Budget, Finance and Public Administration in the Portuguese
Assembleia da República.

Another topic was raised by Jan Mulder MEP (ALDE, NL), who inquired about national
Parliaments' views on the "Member State declarations" as foreseen in the EU's new
Financial Regulation. These declarations were for instance described as a good tool by
Eddy Van Hijum, Member of the Committee on Public Expenditure and Finance in the
Dutch Tweede Kamer.

Second session: Best practice on rules for funds under shared management
Mr Vitor Manuel da Silva Caldeira, President of the European Court of Auditors was
keynote speaker in the second session on best practices on rules for funds under
shared management. His speech focused on the progress achieved in ensuring that funds
under shared management are managed correctly, and what can still be done to improve the
scrutiny at national/regional and at European level to ensure the money is spent properly
and delivering real added value.

The ensuing debate addressed the control mechanisms of EU expenditure and national
Parliaments' monitoring of EU funds, with reference to the examples of the Ignalina
nuclear power plant in Lithuania and the EU aid provided to the Abruzzo region in Italy
after the earthquake in 2009, the importance of staff training for the monitoring of the EU
funds and the complexity of the shared management rules.

The following Parliamentarians took the floor during the debate: Roman Haider, Member
of the Committee on Budget in the Austrian Nationalrat, Inge Grässle MEP (EPP, DE),
Jolita Vaickiené, Chair of the Committee on Audit in the Seimas of the Republic of
Lithuania, Francesco Cariello, Member of Committee on Budget in the Italian Camera dei
Deputati, Srdan Gjurkovic, Chair of the Committee on Finance and Central Budget in the
Hrvatski Sabor (Croatian Parliament), Søren Bo Søndergaard MEP (GUE/NGL, DK),
CONT chair Michael Theurer MEP (ALDE, DE), Franz Essl, Member of the Committee
on Budget and Standing Committee on EU Affairs in the Austrian Nationalrat, Dagmar
Zverinová, Member of the Committee on EU affairs in the Czech Senát, Eddy Van
Hijum, Member of the Committee on Public Expenditure and Finance in the Dutch
Tweede Kamer and Juan Antonio De Las Heras, Vice-Chair of the Committee on Budget
in the Spanish Senado.

European Court of Auditors President Caldeira answered to the questions raised. He
underlined that the new EU Financial Regulation builds a chain of assurance. With this new
chain of assurance, national Parliaments will also have more information at their disposal.
It is very important to have and build strong effective and control systems at Member State
level, and to improve cooperation in the management of EU funds. Mr Caldeira also
underlined that the ECA annual report is sent to all national Parliaments, and that they
strive to discuss with all interested national Parliaments. ECA special reports, on the other
hand, are not systematically sent to national Parliaments, but they are available. Maybe the
Court of Auditors can also consider the practice of forwarding these reports to national
Parliaments.

CONT Chair Theurer made concluding remarks and adjourned the meeting at 11h50.

TPR & MA, 19/11/2013


