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Words by the Chair  
It is the tragic events in Paris, and now in Copenhagen, which have dominated our work in the 
recent weeks. Anti-terrorism was the main topic in many informal meetings I had with several 
Ministers and Ambassadors. The French Minister of Interior, Mr Cazeneuve, also attended a 
meeting with LIBE Coordinators. You will find more detailed reports from the JHA informal meeting 
in Riga and about the state of play of the work on PNR on the next page of this newsletter. 

Claude MORAES  

Chair's agenda 
 Global Law Summit in London 

At the end of the month I will partake in the Global Law Summit. This two-day conference 
will include the participation of key actors in the legal profession, business as well as 
government to debate issues of common interest. I will join Commissioner Věra Jourová, 
Anne Jellema, CEO of World Wide Web Foundation and Gus Hosein, Director of Privacy 
International on a panel to exchange views on a Digital Magna Carta and its impact on a 
digital single market. Bearing in mind the growing presence of the digital economy, it is 
essential that the EU responds effectively by making progress on legislation concerning data 
protection regulations, this will send a clear message that the EU is ensuring full respect and 
protection of civil liberties in a digital single market.  
 
 LIBE delegation to Washington 

Next month I and 10 other LIBE Members will participate in a LIBE delegation to 
Washington. This trip serves as a great opportunity to continue talks with our US 
counterparts on key areas of justice and home affairs in EU-US relations. LIBE Members will 
have the chance to gauge the US priorities in light of the decision to vote against the NSA 
surveillance reform bills in the US Congress. This will provide crucial assistance for Members 
particularly bearing in mind the priorities of the LIBE committee concerning the 
strengthening of data protection standards in the EU, including a review of the Safe Harbour 
and Umbrella Agreement between the EU and US. 
 
 EESC event "Fighting corruption in the EU: meeting business and civil society concerns" 

At the end of March I will participate as LIBE Chair in the conference "Fighting corruption in 
the EU: meeting business and civil society concerns" hosted by the European Economic and 
Social Committee. The conference will include the participation of representatives from EU 
institutions as well as civil society, and will focus on developing stronger political 
engagement in order to effectively address corruption in Europe. This will be a superb 
opportunity for me to update participants on the work of our Committee on anti-corruption, 
such as the recent exchange of views with the Italian Anti-mafia inquiry committee. The 
conference will also offer a great chance to discuss how to create and implement a 
multilayer approach with regards to fighting corruption in Europe. 
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Get to know more about the JHA informal Council in 
Riga and PNR 
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Highlights of the last LIBE meeting 
Learn what was discussed on 5 February 
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Upcoming LIBE Meetings  
See an overview of the main items on the agenda of 
the LIBE meetings of February/March 
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Informal Justice and Home Affairs Council in Riga (29-30 
January 2015, under the Presidency of Mr. Kozlovskis, 
Latvian Minister for Home Affairs and Mr. Rasnačs, 
Latvian Minister of Justice 

 
The first day was devoted to Home Affairs. The Ministers 
discussed counterterrorism issues on the basis of documents 
prepared by the Presidency and EU Counter terrorism 
Coordinator, the Paris Statement of 11 January 2015 and earlier 
discussions in COSI.   
 
Ministers examined different aspects raised by counter terrorism 
such as radicalisation, borders control, travellers' controls, 
improved exchanges of information and the control of firearms. 
The Commission and European Parliament (LIBE Committee) 
showed their commitment to fighting terrorism. They stressed 
the need to ensure full respect of fundamental rights and the rule 
of law. It was also indicated that counter-terrorism measures 
should be based on existing measures and acquis, new measures 
would be proposed after a careful assessment of the deficiences 
and gaps raised by current measures.  

During the second day, Justice Ministers similarly undertook a 
discussion on the judicial aspects of terrorism and considered 
further steps in judicial response to terrorism.  
 
Following this debate, a Joint Statement was published setting 
out the conclusions of the Council to input the Informal Meeting 
of the Heads of State or Government on 12 February 2015. A 
working lunch was organised with Home Ministers on 
Management of migratory flows which the Chair of the LIBE 
Committee attended.  
 
On 30 January 2015, Justice Ministers also discussed the on-going 
data protection reform process. The Latvian Presidency had put 
forward a discussion paper on the delimitation of the scope of the 
future data protection directive for law enforcement activities 
and the general data protection regulation. On behalf of the LIBE 

Committee, the EP rapporteurs Ms Lauristin and Mr Albrecht 
were invited to the discussion. They insisted on the urgency of 
adopting the data protection proposals as a pacakge and invited 
the Council to take appropriate steps to reach general approaches 
which will enable trilogues to commence without delay. Both 
Members shared the views of the Commission and stressed that a 
shift in the scope of the data protection package, as suggested by 
the Presidency, in order to expand the scope of the future 
directive would be in conflict with the first readings of the 
Parliament and would also lower the level of protection currently 
afforded by Directive 95/46/EC.  
 
Justice Ministers also discussed the digitalisation of justice on 
the basis of a paper of the Latvian Presidency, focusing on 
justice solutions to boost online sale and modernisation of 
justice in the Member States.  
 
During the Informal Council, the Latvian Presidency organised a 
Joint EU-Eastern Partnership Justice and Home Affairs 
Ministerial Meeting devoted to the reforms in the judicial and 
law enforcement area in Eastern countries which explained the 
state of play in their countries and the reforms that have been 
undertaken or are still in progress. 
 

Passenger Name Record (PNR)  
The Commission proposal was put forward in 2011. It was 
rejected in LIBE and referred back to the Committee by the 
Plenary in 2013. The main points of discussion in the past were 
necessity and proportionality of the proposal, scope (list of 
offences), retention periods, intra/international flights, data 
protection issues and connection with the on-going data 
protection reform, as well as recently consequences of the ECJ 
data retention judgment.  
 
The LIBE rapporteur Mr. Kirkhope (ECR) is preparing a new 
version of the draft report which will be presented on 26 
February 2015 in the LIBE Committee. Further steps and time-
table will be announced shortly. 

Highlights of the month: 
 Informal JHA Council in Riga 

 Passenger Name Record (PNR)  
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5 February 2015, Brussels 

 
The webstreaming of the meeting is available here. 

 
 Strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of 

innocence and of the right to be present at trial in criminal 
proceedings ( Rapporteur: Nathalie Griesbeck, ALDE) 

Following the drafting of a working document during the last 
legislature, Mrs Griesbeck presented her draft report on 
presumption of innocence, which is an essential right in a 
modern democracy. 
 
It differentiates a modern fundamental rights compatible 
criminal procedure from the old inquisitorial procedure where a 
presumption of guilt existed. As such it is part of national 
constitutions and constitutional traditions, the Charter and the 
ECHR as well as other international covenants. However, such a 
presumption must have very practical implications such as the 
burden of proof on the accusatory side, the right to remain 
silent and "in dubio pro reo". 
 
An accurate law-making at EU level is important in order to 
provide high standards, thereby preventing any possible 
dichotomy between national constitutional law and EU law, as 
recently reflected in the ECJ Melloni judgment.   
 
 
 Letter of the European Ombudsman on access to the 

second inspection report of Europol's Joint Supervisory 
Body (JSB) on TFTP to President Martin Schulz of 3 
September 2014 (complaint 1148/2013/TN) 

The EP Legal Service presented its opinion on the matter. 
 
 
 The Criminal Justice response to terrorism/foreign fighters 

Ms Coninsx, President of Eurojust, presented the Eurojust 
report on this matter. 

 Interoperability solutions for European public 
administrations, businesses and citizens (ISA

2
) 

Interoperability as a means for modernising the public sector 

ITRE is the lead committee whilst LIBE is competent under Rule 
54 with exclusive competences on the data protection aspects 
of the proposal and IMCO is associated under Rule 54. 
 
Ms Gertrud Ingestad, Director of Commission DG DIGIT, 
presented the proposal.  
 
 
 
Files adopted during this meeting: 
 
 Vote on discharge procedure for the financial year 2013  

(Rapporteur for the opinions: Sylvie Guillaume, S&D): 

- European Police College 

- FRONTEX 

- European Asylum Support Office 

- EU general budget - European Commission 

- EU general budget - European Data Protection 
Supervisor 

- European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

- Report on discharge in respect of the implementation 
of the budget of the European Union agencies for the 
financial year 2013 : performance, financial 
management and control 

- Eurojust 

- European Police Office (Europol) 

- European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction 

- European Agency for the operational management of 
large-scale IT systems in the area of freedom, security 
and justice 

 
 

 Procedural safeguards for children suspected or accused in 
criminal proceedings (Rapporteur: Caterina Chinnici, S&D) 

 
 

 

Highlights of the last LIBE Meeting 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20150205-0900-COMMITTEE-LIBE
http://www.engcont.europarl.europa.eu/resources/library/images/20150127PHT16001/20150127PHT16001_original.jpg?epbox
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23-24 February 2015, Brussels, room József Antall JAN 6Q2 

 
 Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on the Smart 

Borders Package: European challenges, national 
experiences, the way ahead 

This meeting will take place on Monday, 23 February 2015 from 
15.00 to 18.30 and onTuesday, 24 February 2015 from 9.00 to 
12.30. Please refer to page 6 for further details. 
 
 
 EU agency for law enforcement training (Cepol) 

(Rapporteur: Kinga Gál, EPP) 

The Committee will vote on the draft report. 
 
 
 Conditions of  entry and residence of third-country 

nationals for the purposes of research, studies, pupil 
exchange,  remunerated and unremunerated training , 
voluntary service  and au pairing  [Recast]                                 
(Rapporteur: Cecilia Wikström, ALDE) 

The rapporteur will present the mandate as adopted by the 
European Parliament on 25 February 2014. 
 
The Council Presidency will present its general approach as 
adopted on 10 December 2014. 
 
 
 Reporting of the Commission on the preparation of the 

National Programmes for the Home Affairs' Funds 

The Commission will report back to the LIBE Committee on 
these matters. 
 
 
 Annual report by the French Council of State (Conseil 

d’Etat) on digital technology and fundamental rights 

Jacky Richard, Vice-President and general rapporteur of the 
Research & Studies Department and Laurent Cytermann, 
deputy general rapporteur, master of petitions from the 
French Council of State (Conseil d'Etat), will present this 
report to LIBE Members. 

 
 
 
 
 Follow-up to the EP resolution of 12 March 2014 on the 

US NSA surveillance programme, surveillance bodies in 
various Member States and their impact on EU citizens’ 
fundamental rights and on transatlantic cooperation in 
Justice and Home Affairs 

Mr. Moraes will put forward a working document. 
 

*** 
 
 

26 February 2015, Brussels, room Paul-Henri Spaak PHS 3C50 

 
 Exchange of views with the new EDPS,                     

Giovanni Buttarelli  

 
 
On Thursday 26 February, less than three months since their 
appointment, Mr Giovanni Buttarelli, the European Data 
Protection Supervisor and Mr Wojciech Rafał Wiewiórowski, 
the Assistant Supervisor will attend a LIBE meeting for a first 
exchange of views with the LIBE Members. The EDPS also 
appeared in front of the LIBE Committee on the occasion of 
the joint debate on counter-terrorism on 27.01. The specific 
goal of this first exchange of views will be to discuss the 
future of the EDPS in terms of strategy as well as and how 
the Supervisors envisage their work during their mandate of 
five years. 
 
 

Upcoming LIBE meetings: 
– 23-24 February 2015 
– 26 February 2015 
– 5 March 2015 

 
Find the list of available meeting documents here. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/libe/libe_8leg_meetinglist.htm
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 Use of Passenger Name Record data (EU PNR) 

(Rapporteur: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR) 

The Rapporteur will present his draft report to the LIBE 
Committee (see also highlight on page 2). 
 
 
 Relocation and Resettlement  

A debriefing will be held by UNHCR on the Ministerial-level 
pledging conference on Resettlement and other forms of 
admission for Syrian Refugees held in Geneva of on 9 December 
2014, followed by a debriefing on the High Commissioner's 
Dialogue on Protection Challenges - Protection at Sea, held in 
Geneva last 10-11 December 2014. 
 
Finally, there will be a debriefing by the Commission on the 
second Relocation and resettlement forum which took place in 
Brussels on 25 November 2014.  
 
 
 Question for written answer to the Commission 

(pursuant to Rule 130(4)) E-008868-14 of 6 November 
2014 on the violation of freedom of expression and 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation in 
Lithuania by Sophia in 't Veld (ALDE), Ulrike Lunacek 
(Verts/ALE), Daniele Viotti (S&D), Sirpa Pietikäinen 
(EPP), Tanja Fajon (S&D), Dennis de Jong (GUE/NGL) 

A debate with a representative of the Commission will be held 
on this topic. 
 
 

 Question for written answer to the Commission (pursuant 
to Rule 130(4)) E-008507/2014 on the application of 
Directive 2001/55/EC by Elisabetta Gardini (EPP) 

The Commission will comment on the fact it never initiated the 
use of the Temporary Protection Directive since its adoption in 
2001 and will answer further questions Members might raise in 
this context. 
 
 
 Council of Europe Cyber-Crime Convention (ETS 185, 

"Budapest Convention”) 

At its plenary meeting of 2/3 December 2014 the Cybercrime 
Convention Committee (T-CY) stated that concluding an additional 
Protocol on transborder access to data is controversial in the 
current political context and therefore it would not be feasible.  
 
The T-CY decided to establish a new working group (Cloud 
Evidence Group) which will explore solutions on criminal justice 
access to evidence stored on servers in the cloud and in foreign 
jurisdictions, including through mutual legal assistance. This 
working group will take up the work on transborder access to 
data and other works on the T-CY in order to prepare a report 
with options and recommendations for further action by the T-
CY by end 2016. A first discussion paper will be presented at the 
"Octopus Conference" organised in June 2015. 

 
 

Also on 26 February, 17.45 - 18.30, PHS 3C50 

 
Joint AFCO/LIBE meeting: Presentation of the EUCJ opinion on 
the accession to the ECHR in the presence of Mr Kraemer 
(negotiator on behalf of the European Commission). 
 
 
 
 

In parallel to the LIBE meeting of 26 February 2015: 
 

JURI biennial workshop 'Civil Law and Justice Forum' 
with the participation of National Parliaments: 

“Cross-border activities in the EU – 
Making life easier for citizens” 

 
9:30 – 18:30, room Altiero Spinelli ASP 5 G 3 

 
 

*** 
 
 

5 March 2015, Brussels, room József Antall JAN 6Q2 

 
First overview 

 
 Joint debate on the visa package: -Regulation 

amending Regulation (EC) 810/2009 establishing a 
Community Code on Visas (Union Code on Visas) - 
recast (Rapporteur: Juan Fernando López Aguilar, 
S&D); -Establishing a touring visa and amending the 
convention implementing the Schengen Agreement 
and Regulation (EC) No 562/2006 and (EC) No 767/2008 
(Rapporteur: Brice Hortefeux, EPP) 

Following the presentation of the proposals on the Visa Package 
in LIBE last April, the rapporteurs will now present two working 
documents. 
 
This will be complemented by the presentation of the study 
"Humanitarian visas: option or obligation?" which is 
available here. 
 
 
 Interoperability solutions for European public 

administrations, businesses and citizens (ISA
2
) 

Interoperability as a means for modernising the 
public sector (Rapporteur: Jeroen Lenaers, EPP) 

Presentation of a draft opinion. 
 
 
 Dissemination of Earth observation satellite data for 

commercial purposes (Rapporteur: Josef 
Weidenholzer, S&D) 

Presentation by the European Commission and exchange of 
views. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/509986/IPOL_STU(2014)509986_EN.pdf


LIBE NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 7 - 20 FEBRUARY 2015 6 

 

 

  
In February 2013 the European Commission presented the 
legislative proposals comprising together the Smart Borders 
Package. 
 
This package consists of two 
main elements: the proposal 
for an Entry/Exit System 
(COM(2013)95) which would 
record the time and place of 
entry and exit of third-
country nationals crossing 
the external borders, 
calculate the duration of their 
stay as well as generate an 
alert when authorised periods 
for stay have expired and the 
proposal for a Registered 
Traveller Programme 
(COM(2013)97) which would 
allow certain groups of 
frequent travellers (i.e. 
business travellers, family 
members etc.) from third 
countries to enter the Union, 
subject to appropriate pre-
screening, using simplified 
border checks including 
automated gates. 
 
The two proposals are 
complemented by a third 
proposal amending the 
Schengen Borders Code "as 
regards the use of the 
Entry/Exit System (EES) and 
the Registered Traveller 
Programme (RTP)" at the 
border (COM(2013)96). 
 
The LIBE Committee has been discussing these proposals 
since their presentation in 2013 and during the last legislative 

term identified a number of serious concerns in the proposals 
presented. 
 

These concerns and concerns 
expressed by Member States 
in the Council as well as by the 
Commission led to a further 
technical study. 
 
This study was presented in the 
LIBE Committee on 16 October 
2014 by the Commission. 
 
On 3 December Commissioner 
Avramopoulos announced to 
the Committee that the 
proposals of 2013 would be 
withdrawn and replaced by 
new proposals at the end of 
2015 or the beginning of 2016. 
 
During 2015 a number of 
practical tests will be 
conducted at different 
borders in order to test certain 
options in real-life situations. 
 
The meeting is intended to 
serve as a forum for an 
exchange of views and 
information among national and 
European parliamentarians.  
 
The input of national 
parliaments is sought not only 
in general terms but also 
against the background of 

very diverging national situations (as regards their geographical 
location, the types of borders, the travel flows etc.) and 
experiences (as regards, for example, the use of national 
entry/exit systems or types of registered traveller programmes). 

Interparliamentary committee meeting:  

'The Smart Borders package:  
European challenges, national experiences,  

the way ahead' 
 

On 23 February 2015 from 15.00 to 18.30, and on 24 February 2015 from 9.00 to 12.30 (room József Antall JAN 6 Q 2) the LIBE 
Committee, with the support of the Directorate for Relations with National Parliaments, will hold an interparliamentary 
committee meeting focusing on the Smart Borders package. 
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On 16 and 17 February a LIBE delegation visited Frontex, 
the external border agency. This mission is part of the 
biennial missions to the agencies which are within the LIBE 
competence. The delegation was composed of Ms. Barbara 
Kudrycka (head of delegation), Mr. Juan Fernando López 
Aguilar and Mr. Jeroen Lenaers.  
 
The mission focused on all issues related to the 
management of the agency, budget control, fundamental 
rights and recent developments, including the Triton 
operation in the Mediterranean and the role of Frontex in 
Eurosur. The agency has a new Executive Director since the 
beginning of the year, Mr Leggeri. An evaluation is under 
way in view of potential changes to its legal basis. 
 
The delegation had the possibility to have an exchange of 
views with the executive director, the deputy director and 
the heads of the operations and capacity building divisions. 
On the fundamental rights side, there were meetings with 
the fundamental rights officer and the chair of the 
consultative forum on fundamental rights. The external 
relations of the agency were also discussed and visits were

 
paid to the capacity building division and the operations 
room. 
 
The Members were ensured that the agency pays 
attention to fundamental rights issues and that a good 
cooperation has been built up over recent years with the 
fundamental rights officer and the consultative forum on 
fundamental rights. The visit also provided a more realistic 
view of the capacities and competences of Frontex and 
helped clarify the role of Frontex in relation to the events 
in the Mediterranean. 
 
The delegation will report back on the visit to the LIBE 
Committee. 
 
 

Further LIBE missions to Agencies 
scheduled in March: 

 
- Mission to Eurojust and Europol, 19-20 March 2015 
- Mission to Cepol, 19-20 March 2015 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
On 11 February the European Parliament adopted a resolution on anti-terrorism measures. 
 
At the informal meeting of Heads of State and government, on 12 February 2015, EU leaders held a debate on counter-terrorism and 
agreed on a statement. 

16-17 February 2015 

LIBE mission to FRONTEX 

EP Plenary/European Council  

EU fight against terrorism 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0032+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/02/150212-european-council-statement-fight-against-terrorism/
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In response to the January attacks in 
France, and in preparation for the 
European Council held on 12 February, 

the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 
examined the fundamental rights issues associated with the 
attacks that took place in Paris last month and the subsequent 
policy discussions on increasing the EU’s internal security in a 
focus paper. 
 
The paper goes into detail on law-enforcement issues such as 
the proposed EU Passenger Name Record (PNR) and profiling. 
FRA stresses that while surveillance of people suspected of 
criminal activity is a legitimate instrument, ethnicity or religion 
cannot be the sole reason for monitoring them. The paper also 
discusses the need to focus more on combating social 
exclusion and discrimination as a means of preventing 
radicalisation. Reiterating its contribution to the EU internal 
security debate that began in late 2014, FRA emphasises the 
need to integrate fundamental rights considerations from the 
outset in order to ensure the proportionality and legitimacy of 
internal security policies.  
  
In a second paper, FRA summarises data which was collected in 
the immediate aftermath of the Paris attacks. This contains 
responses by the communities affected, as well as by policy 
leaders, civil society and the media. The information presented in 
the paper is only a snapshot of responses collected by FRA in the 
direct aftermath of the attacks in Paris on 7 January 2015, but it 
nonetheless demonstrates the complexity of the issue at hand.  

*** 
 

-New EMCDDA trendspotter study 
explores online supply of drugs 
The speed with which the 

Internet is transforming drug markets poses a major challenge 
to law enforcement, public health, research and monitoring 
agencies. This is according to The Internet and drug markets, 
the latest ‘trendspotter’ study from the EMCDDA released end 
of January (for more info, see the technical report). 
 
The study aims to raise understanding of the current online supply 
of drugs and to map the range of Internet markets in existence. 
 
The study kicked off with data collection and a literature 
review in September 2014 and culminated in an expert 
meeting in Lisbon on 30–31 October. Insights were provided 
from the fields of IT, research, monitoring and law 
enforcement and from the perspectives of Internet and drug 
users. Special focus was placed on the online sale of new 
psychoactive substances (NPS) and medicinal products for 
illicit use; the role of social media and apps; and drug sales on 
the ‘deep web’ (inaccessible via standard web browsers). 

-Representatives of the Republic of Turkey participated for the 
first time as full members (without voting rights) in the EMCDDA 
Management Board meeting of 4-5 December 2014. This 
followed the entry into force on 1 June 2014 of an agreement 
between the European Community and Turkey on the 
participation of the country in the work of the EMCDDA, which 
also foresees a contribution by Turkey to the EMCDDA's budget.   
 
-The EMCDDA just launched the 4

th
 edition of the European 

Drugs Summer School on 'Illicit drugs in Europe: demand, 
supply and public policies', which will take place in Lisbon from 
29 June to 10 July 2015. The course is a combined effort of the 
University Institute of Lisbon (ISCTE–IUL) and the EMCDDA, 
and is also supported by the US National Institute on Drug 
Abuse (NIDA). Registration opened on 15 January.  

*** 
 

On Monday 2 March, the European Data 
Protection Supervisor, Giovanni Buttarelli 
and the European Assistant Data Protection 
Supervisor, Wojciech Wiewiorowski are 

organising a reception to present their Strategy for the 
mandate 2015-2019 to invited members of the EU institutions, 
senior EU staff and media representatives. 
 
First Vice-President of the European Commission Frans 
Timmermans and Claude Moraes, the Chair of the LIBE 
Committee, have agreed to participate. 

*** 
 

-On 9 and 10 December 2014, EASO 
organised its Annual Conference on EASO 
activities on children, with the participation 
of 17 EU Member States, the European 

Commission, UNHCR, as well as organisations from civil 
society (ECRE, IOM, NIDOS, Save the Children, Missing 
Children Europe, and the Maltese President’s Foundation for 
the Wellbeing of Society). The conference focused on 
reviewing and evaluating EASO’s activities undertaken in this 
field during 2014, discussions on support tools and strategic 
planning for the efficient and productive organisation of work 
in this field in 2015 and beyond. 
 
It included an in depth reflection on the subjects of: “best 
interests of the child” from different and relevant approaches, 
a review on “age assessment” and on “family tracing”. The 
conference looked into EASO past activities, and discussed the 
EASO Work Programme 2015.  
 
-EASO published a Country of Origin Information Report on the 
'Afghanistan security situation' that will be further updated 
every six months. 

Latest news from the Agencies 
 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/embedding-fundamental-rights-security-agenda?_cldee=bWljaGVsYS5sdWNjaGluaUBldXJvcGFybC5ldXJvcGEuZXU%3D&urlid=0
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/reactions-paris-attacks-eu-fundamental-rights-considerations?_cldee=bWljaGVsYS5sdWNjaGluaUBldXJvcGFybC5ldXJvcGEuZXU%3d&urlid=1
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/technical-reports/internet-drug-markets
http://www.drugsummerschool.cies.iscte-iul.pt/np4/home
http://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/Afghanistan-security-situation.pdf
http://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/Press-release-Afghanistan-security-situation.pdf
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Committees in the Parliamentary Assembly  

-On 26 January 2015 
PACE’s Legal Affairs 
Committee said that the 
mass surveillance 

practices disclosed by US whistleblower Edward Snowden 
“endanger fundamental human rights” and divert resources 
that might prevent terrorist attacks. 
 
Approving a draft resolution based on a report by Pieter 
Omtzigt (Netherlands, EPP/CD), the committee said: “Mass 
surveillance does not appear to have contributed to the 
prevention of terrorist attacks, contrary to earlier assertions 
made by senior intelligence officials. Instead, resources that 
might prevent attacks are diverted to mass surveillance, 
leaving potentially dangerous persons free to act”. 
 
It also called for: 

 the collection of personal data without consent only 
following “a court order granted on the basis of reasonable 
suspicion” 

 “credible, effective protection” for whistle-blowers exposing 
unlawful surveillance 

 better judicial and parliamentary control of intelligence services 

 an “intelligence codex” defining mutual obligations that 
secret services could opt into  

 an inquiry into member states’ use of mass surveillance using 
powers under the European Convention on Human Rights 

 
The report is due to be debated by the full plenary Assembly 
in April. 

 
-On 27 January, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe adopted a resolution on the implementation of the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Council of 
Europe and the European Union. In its resolution, the 
Parliamentary Assemble acknowledges that since the 
signature of the Memorandum of Understanding in 2007 and 
the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009, the Assembly 
co-operation between the two organizations has become more 
structured, strategic and political. 
 
It also invites the European Union, to resume, without delay, 
negotiations on the accession of the European Union to the 

ECHR in light of Opinion 2/13 of the European Union Court of 
Justice and to make full use of reports by Council of Europe 
monitoring bodies and mechanisms.  
 
 
 
 
 
   

*** 
 

Committee for the Prevention of Torture 

On 29 January 2015, the Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture of the Council of Europe published a report on Bulgaria 
in which it concludes that that ill-treatment of individuals both 
by the police and prison staff, inter-prisoner violence and prison 
overcrowding remain serious problems which require urgent 
action by the authorities. 
 
In its report on its visit to Bulgaria in March/April 2014, the 
Committee points out that the Bulgarian authorities have not 
implemented the vast majority of its long-standing 
recommendations to address these problems, as well as those 
concerning material conditions of detention in investigation 
detention facilities and prisons, prison health care staffing 
levels, discipline, segregation and contact of prisoners with the 
outside world. 
 
You can read further the CPT’s report and the response of the 
Bulgarian Government.   

*** 
 

Group of States against Corruption (GRECO) 

On 11 February 2015, the Council 
of Europe Anti-Corruption Group 
(GRECO) published its evaluation 
report on Lithuania. The report 
acknowledged the comprehensive 
legal and institutional framework 

developed by Lithuania to prevent and fight corruption 
among members of parliament, judges and prosecutors. It 
also stressed that the authorities now need to shift their 
focus to ensuring that the legal norms are well understood 
and properly enforced. 
 
According to the report, despite the efforts of the many 
institutions responsible in this field, the perceived levels of 
corruption in Lithuania are still above EU members’ average. 
Levels of public trust in the parliament and the judiciary are 
particularly low, even though some studies show a certain 
improvement in recent years.   

News from the Council of Europe 

For further information: 

http://website-pace.net/documents/19838/1085720/20150126-
MassSurveillance-EN.pdf/df5aae25-6cfe-450a-92a6-
e903af10b7a2 

For further information: 

http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-
ViewPDF.asp?FileID=21500&lang=en  

 

http://www.cpt.coe.int/documents/bgr/2015-12-inf-eng.pdf
http://www.cpt.coe.int/documents/bgr/2015-13-inf-eng.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/greco/default_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/greco/evaluations/round4/Eval%20IV/GrecoEval4(2014)5_Lithuania_EN.pdf
http://website-pace.net/documents/19838/1085720/20150126-MassSurveillance-EN.pdf/df5aae25-6cfe-450a-92a6-e903af10b7a2
http://website-pace.net/documents/19838/1085720/20150126-MassSurveillance-EN.pdf/df5aae25-6cfe-450a-92a6-e903af10b7a2
http://website-pace.net/documents/19838/1085720/20150126-MassSurveillance-EN.pdf/df5aae25-6cfe-450a-92a6-e903af10b7a2
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewPDF.asp?FileID=21500&lang=en
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewPDF.asp?FileID=21500&lang=en
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Q: Why did you choose, already in the past legislative term, to become a 
member of the LIBE Committee? 

A: The LIBE Committee deals with legislation 
that is most crucial for the daily life, the security 
and freedom of our citizens. This has already 
been the case during the past legislative term. 
My decision to join the LIBE Committee was 
motivated by two factors. Firstly, I have a 
genuine interest in issues that affect our security 
and our civil liberties, such as data protection and 
the fight against organised crime and terrorism 
which affect the everyday life of the European 
citizens. Secondly, I have gathered a lot of 

expertise over the past years which I want to make available for my colleagues 
in the Committee's policy-making process. Both factors had a substantial 
impact on my decision to become a member of the LIBE committee. 
 
Q: You have been active also as a Member of the Committee on Budgets. 
How do you share your time between the two, and what interactions do 
you see in your work? 
A: The Committee on Budgets generally does not meet as often as its LIBE 
counterpart. Overlapping meetings can never be ruled out however, in this 
case I need to weigh the relative importance of these parallel meetings 
against each other or I ask a colleague to take floor on my behalf or 
present our Group’s position. In extra-ordinary cases, e.g. when there is a 
vote during both meetings, I simply have to move from one to the other. 
Being a Full Member of both Committees implies more work of course. 
Good organization and effective time management are key elements to 
success in managing active membership of both. But the LIBE and Budget 
Committee also interact with each other in content. For instance, budgetary 
funds are co-determined by the LIBE Committee for all of our Justice and 
Home Affairs Agencies such as Frontex, Europol, EASO and Eurojust.  
 
Q: In your opinion, what are the main challenges that the Union is facing 
in the field of Justice and Civil Liberties? 
A: The biggest challenge that the Union currently faces is the struggle 
against terrorism. We first and foremost have to prevent the spread of 
terrorism. This can be achieved through better integration of 
marginalised youth in society. At the same time we should develop 
concrete anti-terrorism measures to effectively deal with those who 
have already overstepped the line. The legal separation between serious 
criminal offences and terrorism falls short of reality. This is why we need 
to take these overlaps into account. These occur in fields such as child 
sexual abuse, trade in forged travel documents, illegal arms trafficking, 
human trafficking, drug smuggling and modern human slavery. These 
most cruel of crimes must not be ignored. 
 
Furthermore we need to strengthen the cooperation between the 
Member States on our common external borders. Given that third 
countries in the Union’s neighbourhood play a crucial role in migratory 
flows, but also regarding terrorism and foreign fighters we need to 
foster a deeper cooperation with those states. We also need to increase 
joint efforts in order to effectively prevent and fight organized crime. A 
greater awareness of the travel movements at our external borders 
should be delivered through the Smart Borders Package, which will 
manage the EU borders more effectively by providing a comprehensive 
register about arrivals and departures and efficiency gains for frequent 
travellers.  

Migration and asylum is another big challenge for the upcoming years. The 
situation in the Mediterranean, where thousands of migrants have drowned 
and been killed, requires a holistic approach not only to conduct search and 
rescue but to track and capture those who organise these cruel trips and earn 
billions with it. But migration and asylum policies are not only needed at our 
external borders but throughout the Union to properly implement the 
Asylum package, which we have adopted in 2013. This will represent a crucial 
challenge for the LIBE Committee in the period to come and will require 
from all of us to face reality and to work on a consensus accordingly.  
As much as data protection is concerned, we are optimistic that both the 
regulation for all private matters and the directive for law enforcement and 
police will enter into the final negotiation phase soon. We have to make sure 
that all aspects are debated thoroughly and that we achieve our principle goal 
to deliver an equal and strong data protection standard to citizens - without 
creating a burden for small and medium enterprises and public authorities. 
 
Q: Half of the Members of the newly elected LIBE Committee are new; 
do you have any advice for new LIBE Members? 
A: Some useful advice would be for them to take the time to study the 
relevant framework directives and regulations that have been adopted in 
LIBE in the last years. As president Juncker announced, the priorities for 
the next 5 years will lie on implementation rather than creation of new 
laws. This means for us that we will work a lot on the basis of existing 
legislation and therefore it is important to take the necessary time to 
familiarise oneself with the work we have done so far. The Treaty of Lisbon 
ascribed to the LIBE Committee significantly more competences and 
definitely turned it into a heavy-weight Committee. Thus, it becomes even 
more crucial to be a Member with initiative and engagement. 
 
Q: What is the part of your work as LIBE Coordinator that you enjoy the 
most? Is there something that you like less about being a Coordinator? 
A: Through my experience in Justice and Home Affairs matters I enjoy 
having an overview of the different files; this also allows me the support 
my colleagues wherever necessary. As a coordinator my main task is the 
close and constant contact to all the LIBE Members from EPP in order to 
develop a common political line. I also consider my job as a team effort 
with the vice-coordinator Roberta Metsola and, of course, all our EPP LIBE 
colleagues. Besides that I am trying to coordinate as much as possible 
between the different political groups. Since no group has an absolute 
majority in Parliament we have to cooperate as much as possible.  
 
On a more personal note... 
Q: Do your obligations as MEP and LIBE Coordinator leave you some 
free time for reading? What book would we find on your bedside 
table these days?  
A: My obligations as both an MEP and coordinator rarely allow me spare 
time. Yet, I really like reading to relax in the evening as well as during my 
holidays. The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce is one of 
my favourite books. I also like historical literature, contemporary history, 
as well as detective fiction once in a while. 
 
Q: Have you got the time to enjoy the city of Brussels from time to time, 
would you share with us your favourite corner of the town or something 
you like doing when you are here? 
A: My time in Brussels is a scarce resource. However, living for five years in 
Brussels has certainly allowed me to get to know the city. Over these years 
I have come to enjoy the outstanding gastronomy, the numerous 
boutiques, the omnipresent small stores and the diversity of flea markets. 

A chat with... 

Monika Hohlmeier, EPP Coordinator 
 

In this issue we are opening a round of talks with LIBE Coordinators, starting with Monika Hohlmeier (EPP, DE). Ms. Hohlmeier has been a 
Member of LIBE since 2007 and she became one of the LIBE Coordinators in 2014.   
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BONI Michał (PL) 
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ENGEL Frank (LU) 
GABRIEL Mariya (BG) 
GÁL Kinga (HU) (1

st
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HOHLMEIER Monika (DE) 
HORTEFEUX Brice (FR) 
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th
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MACOVEI Monica Luisa (RO) 
MATERA Barbara (IT) 
METSOLA Roberta (MT) 
MUSSOLINI Alessandra (IT) 
NAGY József (SK) 
SÓGOR Csaba (RO) 
UNGUREANU Traian (RO) 
ZDECHOVSKÝ Tomáš (CZ) 
 

CHINNICI Caterina (IT)  
FAJON Tanja (SI)  
FLAŠÍKOVÁ BEŇOVÁ Monika (SK) 
GOMES Ana (PT) 
GUILLAUME Sylvie (FR)  
IOTOVA Iliana (BG) (2
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 Vice-Chair)  

KAUFMANN Sylvia-Yvonne (DE)  
KYENGE Kashetu (IT) 
LAURISTIN Marju (EE) 
LÓPEZ AGUILAR Juan Fernando (ES)  
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NIEDERMÜLLER Péter (HU)  
POST Soraya (SE) 
SIPPEL Birgit (DE) 
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HALLA-AHO Jussi (FI) 
KIRKHOPE Timothy (GB) 
ŠKRIPEK Branislav (SK) 
STEVENS Helga (BE) 
VON STORCH Beatrix (DE) 
TOMAŠEVSKI Valdemar (LT)  
 

GRIESBECK Nathalie (FR) 
HYUSMENOVA Filiz (BG) 
IN 'T VELD Sophia (NL) 
MICHEL Louis (BE) 
WIKSTRÖM Cecilia (SE) 
 

ANDERSON Martina (GB) 
BJÖRK Malin (SE) 
ERNST Cornelia (DE) 
VERGIAT Marie-Christine (FR) 
 

ALBRECHT Jan Philipp (DE) (3
rd
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FERRARA Laura (IT) 
WINBERG Kristina (SE) 
 

FONTANA Lorenzo (IT) 
MAEIJER Vicky (NL) 
VILIMSKY Harald (AT) 
VOIGT Udo (DE) 

BOCSKOR Andrea (HU) 
COELHO Carlos (PT) 

CORAZZA BILDT Anna Maria (SE) 
CSÁKY Pál (SK) 

FLORENZ Karl-Heinz (DE) 
JIMÉNEZ-BECERRIL BARRIO Teresa (ES) 

KALINOWSKI Jarosław (PL) 
LENAERS Jeroen (NL) 

MELO Nuno (PT) 
MORANO Nadine (FR) 

PABRIKS Artis (LV) 
POGLIESE Salvatore Domenico (IT) 

RADEV Emil (BG) 
SARVAMAA Petri (FI) 
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VOSS Axel (DE) 
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BAYET Hugues (BE) 
BLINKEVIČIŪTĖ Vilija (LT) 

DALLI Miriam (MT) 
DRĂGHICI Damian (RO) 

GUTIÉRREZ PRIETO Sergio (ES) 
HEDH Anna (SE) 

KAMMEREVERT Petra (DE) 
KYRKOS Miltiadis (GR) 

MAMIKINS Andrejs (LV) 
MORGANO Luigi (IT) 

PAVEL Emilian (RO) 
PIRI Kati (NL) 

REVAULT D'ALLONNES BONNEFOY Christine (FR) 
SCHLEIN Elly (IT) 

VIOTTI Daniele (IT) 
 

DALTON Daniel (GB) 
JUREK Marek (PL) 

TOMAŠIĆ Ruža (HR) 
UJAZDOWSKI Kazimierz Michał (PL) 

VISTISEN Anders Primdahl (DK)  
 
 

DEPREZ Gérard (BE) 
JEŽEK Petr (CZ) 

MLINAR Angelika (AT) 
PAGAZAURTUNDÚA RUIZ Maite (ES) 

PETERSEN Morten Helveg (DK) 
 

ALBIOL GUZMÁN Marina (ES) 
CHRYSOGONOS Kostas (GR) 

DE JONG Dennis (NL) 
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LAMBERT Jean (GB) 
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FERRAND Edouard (FR) 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/members.html#menuzone
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