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Words by the Chair  
The activities of the Justice and Home Affairs EU Agencies are very significant for the 
work of the LIBE Committee also in terms of policy making and accountability towards 
the European citizen. During the next LIBE meeting in March (30-31 March) the Executive 
Director of FRONTEX, Fabrice Leggeri will present the Annual risk Analysis and the 
Annual Work Programme of the agency for 2015.  On this occasion the report on the visit 
of a delegation of LIBE Members to FRONTEX premises in Warsaw on 16-17 February 
2015 will also be presented by the participating Members. During the "turquoise week" in 
March LIBE Members visited other agencies, missions were organised to CEPOL in 
Budapest (19-20 March) and to Europol and Eurojust in The Hague (19-20 March).  A 
delegation of Members visited Washington from 16 to 20 March. 
 
On 30

th
 March, LIBE will hold its annual hearing on the situation of fundamental rights 

in the EU which brings together institutional representatives, researchers and civil 
society organisation to discuss the situation of fundamental rights in the European 
Union. The first session will be opened by the First Vice President of the EU 
Commission, Mr Timmermans. Advocate General Kokott and the Council of Europe 
Commissioner for Human Rights will also be our guest speakers. 
 
On 1

st
 April, the European Commission will be present in LIBE to inform the Members 

about the negotiations of an additional protocol on "foreign fighters" to the Council of 
Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism. 

Claude MORAES  

Chair's agenda 
 Media Monitoring 

On 31
st 

March I will co-host an event on Media Monitoring along with CULT Chair, Silvia Costa. 
The event will focus on the implementation of the Media Pluralism Monitor (MPM), a 
monitoring tool that empowers European institutions to issue warnings on those countries 
where freedom of media is most at risk. Freedom of speech is one of the fundamental rights 
which are at the core of European values. This event will serve as an opportunity for MEPs to 
review the situation of media pluralism in the European Union. 
 

 Privacy Protection in the Digital Era 

On 9 April I will participate in an event hosted by Chatham House in London where I will 
present my views on the protection of privacy in the digital era. A year has passed since the 
European Parliament adopted my report on the NSA surveillance and there has definitely been 
a greater awareness of the topic. It is crucial that all actors work towards establishing a digital 
bill of rights which will outline the rules concerning protection of personal data, open access, 
net neutrality, development of digital identity, anonymity as well as the the right to erasure 
and control over Internet Governance. These elements will help to strengthen levels of 
protection concerning the fundamental rights of citizens in the digital age. 
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The main objective of the public hearing is to contribute to 
the on-going dialogue on the mechanisms and methods to 
better safeguard the rule 
of law and the 
fundamental rights of 
persons in the Union, as 
well as to allow for an 
assessment of the Union's 
efforts to protect and 
promote its common 
values. 
 
The public hearing brings 
together institutional 
actors, researchers and 
civil society organisations 
to discuss the situation of 
fundamental rights in the 
European Union. 
 
The first session will focus 
on the Union's recent 
initiatives to protect and 
promote fundamental 
rights and the rule of law 
and on the Union's 
institutional framework in 
this area. Contributions 
will come from First Vice-
President of Commission 
Frans Timmermans, Chair 
of Council's Working 
Party on Fundamental 
Rights, Citizens Rights 
and Free Movement of 
Persons (EU accession to 
ECHR) Kristīne Līce, 
Advocate General of the 
EU Court of Justice 

Juliane Kokott, the Council of Europe's Commissioner for 
Human Rights Nils Muižnieks, and Amnesty International 

European Institutions 
Office Director of 
Programmes and Acting 
Director Iverna 
McGowan. 
 
The second session will 
focus on specific threats 
to fundamental rights in 
the European Union, 
bringing together the EU 
Fundamental Rights 
Agency Senior Legal 
Advisor Gabriel 
Toggenburg, civil society 
organisations (Human 
Rights Watch's Brussels 
office and Social 
Platform/ European 
Disability Forum) and 
several experts. 
 
The recent study on "The 
impact of the crisis on 
fundamental rights across 
the Member States of the 
EU", carried out at LIBE's 
request, will also be 
presented. 

  
The entire draft 
programme of the hearing 
and the links to the 
background documents 
can be consulted in the 
LIBE website.  

Highlight of the month 

Hearing on 
"The situation of fundamental rights 

in the European Union" 
 
 

On Monday, 30 March from 15.00 to 18.30 (room PHS P1 A002) the LIBE Committee will hold a public hearing on "the situation of  
fundamental rights in the European Union. This hearing will bring together institutional actors, researchers and civil society 
organisations to discuss this matter.  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150330CHE00191
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23-24 February 2015, Brussels 

 
 Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on the Smart 

Borders Package: European challenges, national 
experiences, the way ahead 

 
All the available information relating to this meeting can be 
found here. 
 
 Conditions of  entry and residence of third-country 

nationals for the purposes of research, studies, pupil 
exchange, remunerated and unremunerated training, 
voluntary service  and au pairing  [Recast]             
(Rapporteur: Cecilia Wikström, ALDE) 

The rapporteur presented the mandate as adopted by the 
European Parliament on 25 February 2014 and the Council 
Presidency its general approach as adopted on 10 December 2014. 
 
 Annual report by the French Council of State (Conseil 

d’Etat) on digital technology and fundamental rights 

Jacky Richard, Vice-President and general rapporteur of the 
Research & Studies Department and Laurent Cytermann, 
deputy general rapporteur, master of petitions from the 
French Council of State (Conseil d'Etat), presented the report 
to LIBE Members. 
 
 Follow-up to the EP resolution of 12 March 2014 on the 

US NSA surveillance programme, surveillance bodies in 
various Member States and their impact on EU citizens’ 
fundamental rights and on transatlantic cooperation in 
Justice and Home Affairs 

The LIBE Chair and rapporteur of the Inquiry on the electronic 
mass surveillance of EU citizens presented his working 
document on the follow-up of the Inquiry which aims to 
provide an overview of developments since the adoption of the 
EP resolution on 12 March 2014. 

 
 
Report adopted during this meeting: 
 EU agency for law enforcement training (Cepol)                   

(Rapporteur: Kinga Gál, EPP) 

 
 

*** 
 

26 February 2015, Brussels 

 
 Exchange of views with the EDPS, Giovanni Buttarelli  

Mr Giovanni Buttarelli, the European Data Protection 
Supervisor and Mr Wojciech Rafał Wiewiórowski, the Assistant 
Supervisor attended the LIBE meeting for a first exchange of 
views with the LIBE Members. The specific goal of this first 
exchange of views was to discuss the future of the EDPS in 
terms of strategy and how the Supervisors envisage their work 
during their mandate of five years. 
 
 Joint AFCO/LIBE meeting 

The Members of AFCO and LIBE held a joint meeting in the 
afternoon of 26 February to listen to a debriefing by Mr 
Riccardo Passos, Director at the EP Legal Service and Mr 
Hannes Kraemer, European Commission Legal Service 
Adviser on Opinion 2/13 of the Court of Justice of the 
European Union on the compatibility with the Treaties of the 
draft agreement on accession of the European Union to the 
European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms. 
 
The Court had concluded in its opinion that the draft agreement 
was not compatible with the Treaties. In their interventions the 
representatives of the Legal Services of both institutions 
explained the grounds on which the Court had based its decision 
and discussed on the possible way forward on the accession to the 
ECHR Convention.  

Highlights of the last LIBE Meetings 
 

The full agenda, the documents and the webstreaming of the meetings are available here. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events-nationalparl.html?id=20150223CHE00191
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/19_2013_0081_cod_/19_2013_0081_cod_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/6_council_general_approach_20141210_/6_council_general_approach_20141210_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/8_summary_digittech_fra_/8_summary_digittech_fra_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/9_1046563/9_1046563en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/9_1046563/9_1046563en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/13_echr_opinion2_13_/13_echr_opinion2_13_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?legislature=8&start-date=01-07-2014&end-date=02-03-2015&committee=LIBE
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 Use of Passenger Name Record data (EU PNR) 

(Rapporteur: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR) 

The Rapporteur presented his draft report to the LIBE Committee. 
The deadline to table amendments is 18.00 on 1

st
 April. 

 
 Relocation and Resettlement  

A debriefing was held by UNHCR on the Ministerial-level pledging 
conference on Resettlement and other forms of admission for 
Syrian Refugees held in Geneva of on 9 December 2014, followed 
by a debriefing on the High Commissioner's Dialogue on 
Protection Challenges - Protection at Sea, held in Geneva last 10-
11 December 2014. 
 
Finally, there was a debriefing by the Commission on the second 
Relocation and Resettlement forum which took place in Brussels 
on 25 November 2014.  
 

 

*** 
 
5 March 2015, Brussels 

 
 European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Presentation of the annual 
work programme for 2015 
and follow-up to the 
evaluation conducted in 
2013, by the Director, 
Morten Kjaerum and the 
Chair of the Management 
Board, Maija Kaarina Sakslin. 
Presentation of the 
conclusion of his term of 
office by Morten Kjaerum.

 
 Joint debate on the visa package: 

 Regulation amending Regulation (EC) 810/2009 
establishing a Community Code on Visas (Union Code on 
Visas) [Recast]                                                                
(Rapporteur: Juan Fernando López Aguilar, S&D); 

 Establishing a touring visa and amending the 
convention implementing the Schengen Agreement and 
Regulation (EC) No 562/2006 and (EC) No 767/2008 
(Rapporteur: Brice Hortefeux, EPP) 

Following the presentation of the proposals on the Visa 
Package in LIBE last April, the rapporteurs now presented two 
working documents. 
 
This was complemented by the presentation of the study 
"Humanitarian visas: option or obligation?". 
 
 

*** 
 

9 March 2015, Strasbourg 

 
 
Report adopted during this meeting: 

 
 EPPO - European Public Prosecutor's Office (interim 

report) (Rapporteur: Monica Macovei/EPP) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Joint Hearing on 
accountability, 

transparency and integrity 
 
 

 
On 26 March the joint hearing "Towards a 
high degree of accountability, transparency 
and integrity in the EU Institutions" was held 
to discuss at the European Parliament level 
crucial issues of accountability, transparency 
and integrity of the EU institutions. 
 
Considering the improvements made by the 
Commission to the applicable revised Code 
of Conduct for Commissioners, and the 

critical analysis of the Parliament, CONT, 
JURI, AFCO and LIBE Members wanted to 
find out if there is still scope for further 
development and to what extent the 
accepted and implemented improvements 
achieved by the Commission could be used 
to increase the level of transparency within 
other European institutions and consequently 
the trust of EU citizens. 

  
The key conclusions of the Transparency 
International report on 'the European Union 
Integrity System', the first ever 
comprehensive review of corruption and 
integrity risks in the EU institutions, was also 
presented.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/pr/1050/1050032/1050032en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/509986/IPOL_STU(2014)509986_EN.pdf
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30-31 March and 1
st

 April 2015, Brussels 

 
 The situation of fundamental rights in the EU (2014) 

(Rapporteur: Laura Ferrara, EFDD) 

The rapporteur will present her draft report. 
 
 Votes on: 

 Smart borders package. Adoption of two questions for oral 
answer to the EC and to the Council of the EU. 

 Strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of 
innocence and of the right to be present at trial in criminal 
proceedings (Rapporteur: Nathalie Griesbeck/ALDE). 
Adoption of draft report. 

 Recommendations to the EC on the negotiations for the 
TTIP (Rapporteur: Jan Philipp Albrecht/Greens-EFA). 
Adoption of draft report. 

 
 Art. 29 Working party - working document on surveillance 

of electronic communications for intelligence and national 
security purposes of 5 December 2014 

Presentation of the working document by Isabelle Falque-
Pierrotin, CNIL President and Chair of Art. 29 WP. 

 
 "National security and secret evidence in legislation 

and before the courts: exploring the challenges" 

Presentation of the study by Professor Didier Bigo, Dr Sergio 
Carrera, Mr Nicholas Hernanz and Dr Amandine Scherrer. 

 
 Feasibility of the creation of a European System of Border 

Guards (ESBG) to control the external borders of the EU 

Presentation of a study by the European Commission. 
 
 Joint debate on FRONTEX  

The Executive Director of Frontex, Fabrice Leggeri will present the 
Annual Risk Analysis and the Annual Work Programme 2015. 
Moreover, a draft report of the LIBE delegation to FRONTEX 
(Warsaw, Poland) on 16/17 February 2015 will be presented. 

 
 Question for written answer to the Commission of 1

st 

December 2014 on the revision of the ‘Blue Card’ Directive 
by Nathalie Griesbeck and Cecilia Wikström (E-010039-14) 

Exchange of views pursuant to Rule 130(4) of the Rules of 
Procedure.

 
 Dissemination of Earth observation satellite data for 

commercial purposes (Rapporteur: Josef 
Weidenholzer/S&D) 

Presentation by the Commission. 
 
 Accession of Croatia to the Convention of: 

 26 May 1997, drawn up on the basis of Art. K.3(2)(c) of the 
Treaty on EU, on the fight against corruption involving 
officials of the European Communities or officials of Member 
States of the EU (Rapporteur: Filiz Hyusmenova, ALDE) 

 of 29 May 2000, established by the Council in accordance with 
Art. 34 of the Treaty on EU, on Mutual Assistance in Criminal 
Matters between the Member States of the EU and its 
Protocol of 16 October 2001 (Rapporteur: Birgit Sippel, S&D) 

The rapporteurs will present their draft report. 
 
 Draft additional Protocol supplementing the Council of 

Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism pursuant 
to Article 218 TFEU (“foreign fighters”, CETS No. 196) 

Presentation of the Commission recommendations for a 
Council decision in order to authorise the opening of 
negotiations. 

 
 
 

Also on 1
st

 April, 10.40 - 12.30, ASP 3G3 
 

Joint DEVE/LIBE debate on the nexus between 
development and migration. 

 
 

 
*** 

 
13-14 April 2015, Brussels 

  
First overview  

 
 Hearing on the fight against terrorism and the 

challenges for EU internal security 

 Situation in the Mediterranean and the Need for a 
Holistic Approach to Migration  

 Annual report 2014 on judicial training  

Upcoming LIBE meetings: 
– 30-31 March and 1st April 2015 
– 13-14 April 2015 

 

Find the list of available meeting documents here. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/libe/libe_8leg_meetinglist.htm
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The LIBE delegation with Congressman Michael T. McCaul, Chairman of the 
House Committee on Homeland Security 

A 10-strong delegation from the Committee, headed by Jan 
Albrecht (Vice-Chair) was in Washington D.C. from 16 to 20 
March 2015. The delegation was very much centered around 
the follow up of the previous LIBE delegation of October 2013 
on electronic mass surveillance and privacy issues in general, 
the state of play of various on-going discussions such as on 
Safe Harbour and the EU-US Umbrella Agreement as well as 
on the implementation of the different agreements between 
the EU and the US such as the PNR and TFTP agreement. 
 
EU/US umbrella agreement 
A key point of the delegation was the objective to ensure equal 
rights for EU citizens when it comes to providing for a 
possibility for effective judicial redress in case of problems with 
data transferred for law enforcement purposes. This is a main 
missing element for the conclusion of the EU/US umbrella 
agreement for the sharing of data for law enforcement 
purposes. On the day the delegation met with Congressman 
Jim Sensenbrenner, he introduced, with John Conyers, a draft 
bill. The importance to have equal rights for effective judicial 
redress for EU citizens as for US persons without no 
discrimination whatsoever was stressed throughout the 
delegation to the Department of Justice and the Congress.   
 
Safe Harbour 
After the EP had repeatedly called for the suspension of Safe 
Harbour, the delegation discussed the on-going work on the 13 
recommendations that the Commission had issued to improve 
Safe Harbour with the Department of Commerce (DoC) and the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC). The LIBE mission stressed the 
need for the DoC to implement without delay those 
recommendations already agreed with the Commission so as to 
put an end to the current deficiencies and shortcomings in the real 
functioning of the Safe Harbour (transparency, status of 
companies, available and free alternative dispute resolution 
systems, onward transfers) which relate to the adequacy of 
protection to be afforded for data transfers to the US. 
 

Intelligence/mass surveillance 
The delegation met with the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight 
Board (PCLOB) to discuss their on-going work on the oversight of 
the intelligence agencies in the US. The Chairman presented their 
reports, their recommendations and functioning. Intelligence 
issues were also discussed with Mr Litt, General Counsel of the 
Office of the Director of National Intelligence, and Congressman 
Nunes, Chairman of the intelligence committee of the house as 
well as the department of justice. 
 
Functioning of existing agreements (PNR, TFTP) 
The delegation went to the national targeting center of the 
Department of Homeland Security to discuss the use of PNR 
data, as transmitted also under the EU/US PNR agreement.  A 
meeting at the Treasury focussed on the use of the data 
transmitted under the TFTP agreement. 
 
Trade 
The delegation met with the US trade representative 
(Ambassador Holleyman) to stress that data protection has to 
remain outside the TTIP, as it is the case in the CITA, which 
refers to Article XIV of GATS. The EU data protection 
framework has to remain to stay in place and governs data 
processing in the EU. Compliance with it is not protectionism 
but respect of fundamental rights. 
 
Cybersecurity, big data, Consumer Bill of Rights, privacy in 
general and foreign fighters 
In several meetings with the White House, Congress, meetings 
with academics and the meetings already mentioned matters 
of common concern such as big data, foreign fighters and 
cybersecurity were discussed. 
 
The US side (Executive Office of the President and FTC) 
informed the Members about their work on a draft bill on 
consumer privacy rights recently presented by the White House. 

Meeting with F. James Sensenbrenner Jr., Member of the House Committee 
on the Judiciary  

LIBE mission to Washington  
 

From 16 to 20 March 2015 the LIBE Committee participated in a delegation to Washington, with the following main thematic 
focus: Data protection, Safe Harbour, Mass surveillance, EU-US agreement (umbrella agreement), US privacy initiatives (big 
data/internet of things), US counterterrorism and law enforcement (DHS, TFTP). 
 

http://sensenbrenner.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=397698
http://sensenbrenner.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=397698
https://www.pclob.gov/index.html
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Eurojust, The Hague (The Netherlands) 

LIBE delegation to Eurojust (©Eurojust) 

 
On 19 and 20 March a delegation of LIBE Members visited The 
Hague in a mission to Eurojust, the European Agency for 
Judicial Cooperation, in the framework of the rules applicable 
to committee visits to agencies. The delegation was composed 
of Ms Caterina Chinnici and Mr Traian Ungureanu. 
 
The aim of the mission was to allow the Members to deepen 
their knowledge about the role of Eurojust in the fight against 
organised crime and terrorism and also about its day to day 
work. The delegation was hosted by Ms. Michèle Coninsx, 
President of Eurojust.  
 
The agenda included presentations on the data protection 
regime in Eurojust, the functioning of Joint Intervention Teams 
(JITs) and the future of Eurojust and the European Public 
Prosecutor's Office. 
 
The Members had the opportunity to ask questions and 
engage in an interesting debate with the speakers on all those 
relevant issues. The Members also had the chance to meet and 
have an exchange of views with the Eurojust National Member 
of their respective Member States. 
 

*** 

Europol, The Hague (The Netherlands) 
 
On 19 March in the framework of the rules aplicable to 
missions to Agencies a delegation of LIBE Members paid a visit 
to Europol premises in The Hague. The delegation was 
composed of Ms Helga Stevens and Mr Tomáš Zdechovský.  
 
The delegation was welcomed by Mr. Wil van Gemert, Deputy 
Director of the operations Department of Europol who 
provided the Members with an overview of Europol operations 
department activities.  

The Members had the opportunity to listen to the 
presentations of several members of Europol staff to gain 
insight on the tasks and activities of this agency in its role to 
support law enforcement authorities in the Member States in 
the fight against serious crime. 
 
Some of the specific issues discussed were the work of the 
Operation Centre, the information exchange system and the 
data protection regime in Europol, the work of the agency in 
counter-terrorism, irregular migration and trafficking in 
human beings.  
 
The Members also visited the European Cybercrime Centre. 
 

*** 

Cepol, Budapest (Hungary) 

LIBE delegation to Cepol 
 

On 19 and 20 March another LIBE delegation visited CEPOL, 
the European Police College, which has recently moved to 
Budapest, Hungary. The delegation was composed of Ms. 
Kristina Winberg and Mr. Eleytherios Synadinos.  
 
The mission focused on CEPOL's core business, namely 
providing learning, training and exchange activities in the law 
enforcement field. The delegation had the possibility to have 
an animated, open and frank exchange of views with the 
director and the deputy director, a tour of the whole agency 
and detailed presentations about the day-to-day working of 
the agency, including in upcoming fields such as e-learning.  
 
The Members were impressed by the dedication and 
enthusiasm shown by the staff of the agency, working with a 
modest budget and limited resources, and with the importance 
of the work performed. 
 
 

Further LIBE mission scheduled in April: 
- Mission to Istanbul, Turkey on Visa package, 9 - 10 April  

LIBE missions to JHA agencies 

Eurojust/Europol and Cepol on 19-20 March 
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Home Affairs 
The Council discussed the implementation of the measures 
contained in the recent counter-terrorism statements issued 
after the latest terrorist attacks in Europe. Ministers agreed to 
implement systematic checks on documents and persons 
based on a risk assessment at the external borders without 
delay but no later than June 2015. 
 
Regarding the issue of internet content promoting 
terrorism or violent extremism, Ministers agreed on the 
expediency of Europol taking on additional responsibility 
in this field as early as possible. The Council also agreed to 
engage actively with the European Parliament in order to 
achieve decisive progress in the coming months on a 
strong and effective EU PNR Directive with solid data 
protection safeguards.  
 
The Ministers discussed how to address the recent 
developments on migratory pressures that the EU is facing and 
what immediate actions can be taken to respond to the most 
acute issues.  
 
Ministers agreed to strengthen surveillance at the external 
borders and to reinforce the resources and operational 
capacities of Frontex. They also stressed that, in order to 
protect migrants and save their lives, the fight against the 
criminal networks of smugglers and traffickers should remain a 
priority.  
 
Justice  
The Council reached a partial general approach on some 
specific issues of the draft data protection regulation on the 
understanding that nothing is agreed until everything is 
agreed.  
 
The partial general approach includes the chapters and the 
recitals concerning the "one-stop-shop" mechanism (chapters 
VI and VII) as well as the chapter and the recitals relating to the 
principles for the protection of personal data (chapter II).  

 
According to the text agreed, 
the one-stop-shop 
mechanism should only play 
a role in important cross-
border cases and will provide 
for cooperation and joint 
decision-making between 
the various data protection 

authorities concerned. 
The text clarifies that the 
jointly agreed decision 
will be adopted by the 
data protection authority 
best placed to deliver the 
most effective protection 
from the perspective of 
the data subject.  
 
The Council reached a general approach on the proposal 
for a directive on the right to provisional legal aid for 
citizens suspected or accused of a crime and for those 
subject to a European arrest warrant.  
 
The proposed directive lays down minimum rules 
concerning the right to provisional legal aid for suspects or 
accused persons in criminal proceedings who are deprived 
of liberty. It also ensures that legal aid, including 
provisional legal aid, is made available in European arrest 
warrant proceedings.  
 
The Council also reached a general approach on a regulation 
on the European Union Agency for Criminal Justice 
Cooperation (Eurojust). The provisions relating to the 
European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) have been 
excluded from the general approach as the regulation is not 
sufficiently advanced but will be introduced at a later date.  
 
The proposal aims to increase Eurojust's efficiency by 
establishing a new governance model. It also aims to 
improve its operational effectiveness by defining the 
powers and status of National Members in a uniform 
manner.  
 
The Ministers discussed the proposal regarding the setting 
up of a European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) on the 
basis of a document prepared by the Presidency.  The 
debate focused on a few key questions regarding the 
conditions under which the EPPO would be able to 
conclude transactions with suspects. 
 
 

For further information: 
 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2015/03/12-13/ 
 
  

Council of the European Union 

JHA Council Meeting of 12-13 March 
 

The Ministers of Justice and Home Affairs from the Member States met on 12 and 13 March in Brussels under the Presidency of Rihards 
Kozlovskis Minister for the Interior of Latvia Dzintars Rasnačs Minister for Justice of Latvia.  
 

http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6603-2015-INIT/en/pdf
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6643-2015-INIT/en/pdf
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6318-2015-REV-1/en/pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/jha/2015/03/12-13/
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More opportunities for refugees to 
enter the EU legally can save lives 
In the biggest movement of forcibly 
displaced people since World War II, 

tens of thousands of people are risking their lives, and dying, while 
trying to seek sanctuary in the EU. FRA’s latest Focus paper 
presents different ways to improve and increase legal admissions 
to the EU. “Already this year over 370 people have died trying to 
find a better life by crossing the Mediterranean,” says FRA 
Director Morten Kjaerum. “A comprehensive set of different 
actions is needed to reduce the loss of lives at sea and the abuses 
carried out by human traffickers. As one of these actions, the EU 
and its Member States therefore need to do more to ensure legal 
options are on the table and more readily available to ensure more 
people can enjoy their right to asylum and come to the EU safely.”  
 

Working party on Roma integration indicators meets at FRA 
FRA hosted the 7

th
 meeting of the Ad-Hoc Working Party on 

Roma integration indicators on 11 March. It brought together 
Member States' national Roma contact points, the European 
Commission and representatives from national statistical offices. 
Participants finalised the updated draft common rights-based 
indicators which can comprehensively assess National Roma 
Integration Strategies and Roma integration efforts at the EU 
level. Lessons learned and feedback from the piloting phase in 
several Member States was also discussed. Based on the Council 
Recommendation for effective Roma integration measures in the 
Member States, the Structure-Process-Outcomes indicators 
assess: (a) the legal and policy framework; (b) the concrete 
measures to implement the framework; and (c) achievements. 
 

*** 
New psychoactive substances 
in Europe - An update  
The EMCDDA just launched a 

short report which provides an update on new psychoactive 
substances (NPS or ‘new drugs’) in Europe for 2014. It highlights 
recent developments, including the growth of the market over 
the past few years, as illustrated by seizures by law enforcement 
and other indicators, as well as the growing number of serious 
harms that are being reported as a result.   
 

A total of 101 new psychoactive substances were reported to 
the EU Early Warning System (EWS) in 2014 (up from 81 in 
2013), continuing an upward trend in substances notified in a 
single year. This brings the total number of substances being 
monitored by the agency to over 450. 
 

Upcoming high-level visits to the EMCDDA 
The Minister of Health from Luxembourg, Ms Lydia Mutsch, will 
pay a visit to the EMCDDA on 10 April 2015. Discussions will be 
held on topics such as the drug situation in Europe with a focus on 
new drugs, developments in cannabis policies and legislations, as 
well as the priorities of the upcoming Luxembourgish Presidency 
of the Horizontal Drugs Group of the Council of the EU. 

On 30 April  a group of members of the Health Committee of the 
German Federal Government will visit the EMCDDA. The visit will 
allow them to gain insight into the work of the EMCDDA, the main 
trends and developments of drug use in Europe, the EMCDDA's 
Early Warning System on new psychoactive substances, as well as 
the agency's international cooperation strategy.  
 

*** 
EASO-Italy Support Plan 
EASO and Italy signed a new Support Plan which 
provides for EASO tailor-made support to Italy 
to be implemented over a period of 12 months. 

The support focuses on long-term operational support for the 
Italian Territorial Commissions and Sections in the field of: 
Country of Origin Information (COI) and administrative 
preparation of the asylum files; tackling of the existing backlog 
of pending cases in the Dublin procedure; and strengthening the 
capacity of reception measures (such as those for 
unaccompanied minors). Moreover, EASO will continue training 
personnel employed with the Italian National Asylum 
Commission and to engage in capacity building measures for the 
newly established COI Unit. 
 

Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos visits EASO 
On 26 March, European Commissioner for Migration, Home 
Affairs and Citizenship, Dimitris Avramopoulos visited the EASO  
to discuss the work of EASO in enhancing the implementation of 
the Common European Asylum System, and to discuss the 
findings of two EASO actions conducted within the framework 
of the Task Force Mediterranean: the pilot project on 
information gathering in Malta and Italy on the phenomenon of 
facilitation of irregular migrants and the EASO pilot projects on 
joint processing activities in the field of asylum. 
 

Corporate video 
On 2 March, EASO launched its corporate video. 
 

*** 
Cooperation eu-LISA – Frontex 
On 16-17 March the Executive Director 

of eu-LISA, Krum GARKOV, hosted the visit of the Frontex 
Executive Director, Fabrice LEGGERI, to eu-LISA headquarters 
in Tallinn. The two Executive Directors concluded a bilateral 
Annual Cooperation Plan for 2015, covering cooperation areas 
related to the Smart Border pilot led by eu-LISA in 2015, joint 
coordination of expert working groups in the field of border 
control, training and IT security. 
 

Smart Borders Pilot testing-phase 
On Sunday, 15 March the project on Smart Borders Pilot 
reached the execution phase. The first live tests started in Lisbon 
Airport and the first volunteering third-country nationals passed 
through the ABC gates. During the pilot in Lisbon, ABC gates 
will accept travellers from 20 different third countries - an 
achievement that has never before been reached in Europe. 

Latest news from the Agencies 
 
 

https://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2015/more-opportunities-refugees-enter-eu-legally-can-save-lives-says-fra-focus-paper
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/attachements.cfm/att_235958_EN_TD0415135ENN.pdf
http://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/Press-release-EASO-SSP-for-Italy-EN.pdf
http://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/20150311-SSP-PHASE-2-Italy-DEF.pdf
http://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/Commissioner-Avramopoulos-visits-EASO-PR-Final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjmBAh5Lr8M
http://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/PressRelease/Pages/Close-cooperation-between-eu-LISA-and-FRONTEX--.aspx
http://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/PressRelease/Pages/Close-cooperation-between-eu-LISA-and-FRONTEX--.aspx
http://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/News/Pages/Smart-Borders-Pilot-testing-phase-reached-the-next-milestone-.aspx
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Eu-LISA chairing the Network of the JHA Agencies 
On 4 March, eu-LISA hosted the first Tallinn meeting of the 
network of EU Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) Agencies at its 
headquarters. The meeting marked the beginning of eu-LISA's 
chairmanship of the network which consists of nine JHA 
Agencies, the European Commission and the EEAS. 
 
Agencies will work together on further cooperation in areas 
such as sharing analysis and reports produced by them, 
identifying synergies in providing training and expertise to 
national law enforcement authorities, determining potential 
needs for cooperation in the area of IT services and solutions, 
and enhancing awareness on EU JHA Agencies at national and 
EU level. 
 
eu-LISA Site Agreement ratified by the Estonian Parliament 
On 18 February 2015, the Estonian Parliament approved the 
legislative act allowing for the building of the headquarter 
offices to eu-LISA. The Site Agreement between eu-LISA and 
the Estonian Government was signed on 19 December 2014 in 
Tallinn and the agreement had to be ratified by the Parliament 
since it implies financial obligations to be taken by the 
Estonian State. 
 
In the words of Executive Director Krum Garkov, 'with this act 
further progress will be made to establish and build the 
permanent premises of eu-LISA, which is an important step 
towards the implementation of its long-term strategy'. 
 

Update on migratory flows  
In January and February 2015, the 

Western Balkan route registered more than 26 600 illegal border 
crossings, a tenfold increase compared to the same period of last 

year. Such high numbers were mainly caused by the 
unprecedented numbers of Kosovo nationals crossing the 
Serbian-Hungarian border illegally. However, this migratory flow 
also included other nationalities, primarily Afghans and Syrians 
travelling from Turkey via Greece and Bulgaria. As a consequence 
of increased border control measures introduced by Hungary, 
Serbia and an information campaign in Kosovo, the migratory 
flows of Kosovans dramatically decreased starting in mid-
February 2015. 
 
In the Central Mediterranean, high numbers of migrants 
departed from Libya, defying seasonal lows typical for the 
winter season, the most hazardous time to cross the 
Mediterranean Sea to Italy. It is worth noting that the change 
in the composition of the nationalities of migrants leaving 
Libya, namely an increase in sub-Saharan migrants and a drop 
in the number of Syrians. The latter is also attributed to the 
increasingly more dangerous situation in Libya which has 
made travelling through Libya more dangerous. In addition, 
Tunisia and Algeria have introduced visa regime for Syrians 
who travelled to either of these countries by air before 
proceeding by land to the Libyan coast.  
 
Joint Operation Triton extended to the end of 2015 
Frontex has extended Joint Operation Triton (JOT) in the 
Central Mediterranean until the end of 2015 to continue 
supporting Italy at its maritime borders and help save the lives 
of migrants stranded at sea. According to Frontex since the 
launch of JOT on 1 November 2014, nearly 22,300 migrants 
have been saved, including more than 7,000 with the direct 
participation of vessels and aircraft taking part in the 
operation. Most of the search and rescue takes place in the 
international waters some 40 NM off the Libyan coast.

 
On 2 March, the new European Data Protection Supervisor 
(EDPS) unveiled his Strategy for 2015-2019 to senior 

representatives of the EU institutions.  
 
Giovanni Buttarelli summarised the objectives for his 
five-year mandate and the actions his Office will 

take to turn his vision into reality. His presentation hosted at the 
EC, was followed by remarks from the Commission First Vice-
President, Frans Timmermans and the LIBE Chair, Claude Moraes.  
 
As data protection affects almost every EU policy area and is a key 
factor in legitimising and increasing trust in EU policies, the new 
EDPS Strategy aims to provide a framework through which to 
promote a culture of data protection in the European institutions. 
It also promotes the idea of toolkits for policymakers to help them 
develop innovative solutions to data protection challenges. 
 
The EDPS has identified three strategic objectives and a number of 
actions to fulfill them: Data protection 'goes digital'; Forge global 
partnerships; and Opening a new chapter for EU data protection. 

The EPRS launched a briefing on 'Foreign fighters': Member 
States' responses and EU action in an international context. 
 
As the hostilities in Syria and Iraq continue and terrorism 
activities worldwide seem to be on the rise, EU Member States 
are increasingly confronted with the problem of aspiring and 
returning 'foreign fighters'.  
 
 Within the EU, security in general and counter-terrorism in 
particular have traditionally remained in the Member States' 
remit. The EU has however coordinated Member States' 
activities regarding the prevention of radicalisation, the 
detection of suspicious travel, criminal justice response and 
cooperation with third countries. 
 
The EU is seeking to strengthen its role given the widely 
shared feeling of insecurity in the wake of recent terrorist 
attacks. Existing and new paths for EU action are being 
explored, including the revived EU passenger name records 
(PNR) proposal. 

European Data Protection Supervisor 
 
 

EPRS briefing on 'Foreign fighters' 
 
 

http://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/PressRelease/Pages/eu-LISA---we-all-have-a-share-in-providing-for-freedom,-security-and-justice-in-Europe.aspx
http://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/PressRelease/Pages/eu-LISA-Site-Agreement-ratified-by-the-Estonian-Parliament.aspx
http://frontex.europa.eu/assets/Images_News/Illegal_border_crossing_routes_February__2015.pdf
https://secure.edps.europa.eu/EDPSWEB/edps/EDPS/Publications/Strategy2015
https://secure.edps.europa.eu/EDPSWEB/edps/site/mySite/Strategy_2015-2019_video
http://www.eprs.sso.ep.parl.union.eu/lis/lisrep/09-Briefings/2015/EPRS-Briefing-548980-Foreign-fighters-FINAL.pdf
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Q: Why did you choose, already in the past legislative term, to 
become a member of the LIBE Committee? 

A: The Committee on Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs, as its title 
already indicates, is mainly responsible 
for protecting civil liberties and human 
rights, which are laid down in the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights, the 
European Convention on Human Rights 
and the EU Treaties. Hence, in LIBE, we 
work for the very protection of the 
democratic foundations of our Union 

and thereby also build the cornerstone of any further legislative 
work. This I find very fascinating. Besides, the Committee offers 
one of the widest scopes for debate and action within the 
Parliament, since it represents one of the biggest committees 
and most of the dossiers are worked on under the ordinary 
legislative procedure. 
 
Q: You have been active also as a Member of Delegations for 
relations with third-countries (South Asia in the 2009-2014 
term, and Mashreq countries at present). Also, you have been 
a substitute Member of the Committee on Employment and 
Social Affairs. How do you share your time between these, 
and what interactions do you see in your work? 
A: Apart from LIBE, I also try to be active in the EMPL 
Committee, where I am a substitute, and in the Delegations. Of 
course, this is not always easy, but there are a lot of overarching 
subjects, where it is actually very helpful and even necessary to 
follow the work done outside of LIBE. In the area of legal 
migration, for instance, it is essential to take into account 
questions regarding labour and social standards, which are dealt 
with in EMPL. As for the Common European Asylum Policy, it is 
very interesting to also follow developments in the Mashreq 
countries which have to handle a lot of the migratory flows out of 
which only a small part actually comes to Europe in the end. 
 
Q: In your opinion, what are the main challenges that the 
Union is facing in the field of Justice and Civil Liberties? 
A: As the issues dealt with in LIBE cover a broad range of topics, 
we're also facing various challenges. On the one hand, the fight 
against international crime and against terrorism is an important 
topic, but it must, nevertheless, never undermine human and 
fundamental rights, such as privacy and data protection. To find 
the right balance at this is getting increasingly difficult due to the 
ever new technological developments. The rise in migration 
flows presents another serious challenge, which we have to 
address by pushing for a reform of the current EU migration 
policy; for instance, by offering migrants legal and safe ways to 
Europe. Besides this, fighting against discrimination based on 
racial or ethnic origin, religion, belief, disability, age or sexual 

orientation is a challenge, which, regrettably, we still have to face 
today, not only outside but also within the Union. 
 
Q: Half of the Members of the newly elected LIBE Committee 
are new; do you have any advice for new LIBE Members? 
A: With half of its Members being new, the LIBE Committee 
definitely enjoyed a boost of energy after the elections, because 
most of the new Members have been very committed to jump into 
work. Yet, they probably quickly realized that also experience (in 
the Parliament, the Committee, the work with other institutions 
etc.) is an important tool in daily work. I can therefore only advise 
new Members to keep their fresh dedication to work, to not be 
discouraged by first setbacks and to get in contact with the "old" 
Members. Merging the new impetus from newly elected Members 
with the experience of those already established will only be for 
the benefit of the work of our Committee. 
 
Q: What is the part of your work as LIBE Coordinator that you 
enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less about 
being a Coordinator? 
A: Being the Coordinator of the S&D Group really offers a new 
range of tasks but also responsibilities compared to the work of a 
classical Committee Member. This mostly includes questions of 
coordination, from an administrative point of view but 
particularly from a political point of view: among Members of our 
Group and also with Coordinators and Members of the other 
political groups. This is probably the most challenging but also 
most exciting part, because it offers the chance to shape our 
Group's activities but also that of the Committee on a more long-
term perspective. 
 
On a more personal note... 
Q: Do your obligations as MEP and LIBE Coordinator leave you 
some free time for reading? What book would we find on your 
bedside table these days?  
A: During most of the weeks, there isn’t much time to read, 
because I'm arriving home quite late. However, apart from trying 
to be up to date by reading professional literature, I like to read 
crime stories − such as "Ostfriesenwut" by Klaus Peter Wolf, 
which I'm reading at the moment. 
 
Q: Have you got the time to enjoy the city of Brussels from 
time to time, would you share with us your favourite corner of 
the town or something you like doing when you are here? 
A: It is true that, particularly during Committee weeks, I barely 
have time to enjoy the European capital. But now and then, I like 
spending a weekend with friends or family in Brussels to 
experience this European town. Beyond Grand Place, which, 
especially before Christmas, creates a charming atmosphere with 
the lighting and music, I love the variety of the city's squares, 
parks and markets in Brussels. 

A chat with... 

Birgit Sippel, S&D Coordinator 
 

In this issue we are continuing our round of talks with LIBE Coordinators with Birgit Sippel (S&D, DE). Ms Sippel has been a Member of LIBE 
since 2009 and she became one of the LIBE Coordinators in 2014.   
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