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Words by the Chair  
 
On 14 April, the Civil Liberties Committee launched its strategic own-initiative report on 
the situation in the Mediterranean and a holistic approach to migration. Many voices, 
including the co-rapporteurs Roberta Metsola and Cecile Kyenge, called for effective, 
concrete action by the European Union and the Member States. 
 
Less than a week later, yet another horrendous shipwreck took place, taking the lives of 
an estimated 800 persons. Action cannot be postponed any more: we need a 
comprehensive search and rescue operation, a plan to manage refugee flows with 

compassion, and a holistic strategy 
for asylum and migration policies. 
 
The European Commission has 
announced the imminent 
publication of its European Agenda 
on Migration. On 23

rd
 April the 

European Council met for an 
extraordinary meeting. I stated my 
views as did the co-rapporteurs. The 
European Union and its Member 
States must act now, and the Civil 
Liberties Committee will do its part. 

 
Claude MORAES 

 

Chair's agenda 
 
 Meeting with Udo Helmbrecht – 12

th
 May  

 
I will meet for a follow up discussion with Udo Helmbrecht, Executive Director of 
the EU Agency for Network and Information Security. Last month colleagues in the 
LIBE committee and I attended a breakfast debate hosted by ENISA to dis cuss IT 
security in the EU. It has been almost a year since the European Parliament adopted 
my report on NSA surveillance which included recommendations to improve IT 
security. It is crucial that EU institutions work together to ensure sufficient follow 
up to the recommendations made.   

 

 
Highlights of the month 
Get to know more about the strategic INI report on a 
holistic approach to migration, and about the fight 
against terrorism 
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Highlights of the last LIBE meetings 
Learn what was discussed at the end of March and April 
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Upcoming LIBE Meeting  
See an overview of the main items on the agenda of 
the LIBE meeting of6-7 May 
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LIBE mission on visa policy  
Read about this mission held in Istanbul on 9-10 April 
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Latvian Presidency of the Council 
The EU Charter of fundamental rights in the AFSJ 
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Latest news from JHA agencies  
Find the latest information concerning their work 

Page 7 
 
 
 

News from the Council of Europe 
Get to know more about its latest works 
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A chat with...  
Timothy Kirkhope, ECR Coordinator 
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http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?id=24ae2ea3-d252-4e27-9560-a47a00e827bc
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4813_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/04/23-special-euco-statement/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150424IPR45706/html/Moraes-regrets-lack-of-commitment-on-number-of-refugees-to-resettle
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150424IPR45706/html/Moraes-regrets-lack-of-commitment-on-number-of-refugees-to-resettle
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/fr/news-room/content/20150421IPR43102/html/Mediterranean-MEPs-call-on-EU-leaders-for-concrete-action-to-save-lives
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At its meeting on the 14th of April, the Civil Liberties Committee 
launched its strategic own-initiative report on this matter in the 
presence of Dimitris Avramopoulos, Commissioner for 
Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship, Dr. Lawrence Gonzi, 
former Prime Minister of Malta (2004 to 2013) and Zanda 
Kalniņa-Lukaševica, Parliamentary State Secretary for EU 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia.   
 
This initiative is the result of a procedure that started in the LIBE 
meeting of 5 November 2014, with the vote on a LIBE Oral 
Question to Commission and Council on the situation in the 
Mediterranean and the need for a holistic EU approach to 
migration. LIBE Members had some queries on the progress 
made since the Task Force Mediterranean was set up for the 
area after the tragic Lampedusa boat accident in October 2013. 
 
After the debate in the November Plenary, the European 
Parliament adopted on 17 December 2014 adopted a 

Resolution instructing the LIBE Committee to assess the 
various policies at stake and develop a set of 
recommendations and report to Plenary via a strategic 
initiative report before the end of 2015.  
 
The two co-rapporteurs for this LIBE strategic own-initiative 
report, Roberta Metsola (EPP) and Kashetu Kyenge (S&D), 
have decided to focus on the works for the report in a series of 
LIBE meetings, in the course of which they will discuss the 8 
subject matters identified in Parliament’s Resolution with 
representatives of other EU institutions, Member States, 
international organisations, experts and stakeholders. 
 
The shadow rapporteurs are Helga Stevens (ECR), Cecilia 
Wikström (ALDE), Barbara Spinelli (GUE/NGL), Judith 
Sargentini (Greens/EFA), Ignazio Corrao (EFDD) and Lorenzo 
Fontana (NI). 
 
The next debate is scheduled for 6 May, 15.00-17.00, and will 
focus on solidarity including search and rescue, and funding. 

 
On Tuesday 14 April, the LIBE Committee held a hearing on 
the fight against terrorism and the challenges for EU internal 
security. This hearing has brought together institutional actors, 
researchers and practitioners to discuss this matter. 
 
The main objective of the public hearing was to give the 
Members the point of view of experts about the evolving 
terrorist threats and the policy approach to take, both in the 
field of counter-radicalisation and in the field of law-
enforcement and criminal justice. The first session focussed 

on the evolving terrorist threats and the implications for EU 
internal security. The second analysed ways to counter 
violent extremism and prevent radicalisation and the third 
session assessed the policy instruments in the fight against 
terrorism. 
 

This hearing was a new step in the ongoing works of the LIBE 
Committee in the field of internal security prior to the 
presentation by the European Commission of its new Internal 
Security Strategy. The debates will also serve as an important 
input for the own initiative report on "The prevention of 
radicalisation and recruitment of European citizens by terrorist 
organisations" (rapporteur: Ms Rachida Dati, EPP) which will 
be presented on 17 June 2015. 
 

On 28 April the Commission presented before the Plenary its 
European Agenda on Security. The LIBE Committee will hold a 
first exchange of views on 6 May.  

Highlights of the month: 
 

 Situation in the Mediterranean and the need                               
for a holistic approach to migration 

 
 
 

 Fight against terrorism and the challenges for EU internal security 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150414CHE00192
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30-31 March and 1
st

 April 2015, Brussels 

 The situation of fundamental rights in the EU (2013-2014) 
(Rap: Laura Ferrara, EFDD) 

 
On 30th March, a hearing was held in presence of First VP of 
the European Commission, Frans Timmermans to contribute 
to the on-going dialogue on the mechanisms and methods to 
better safeguard the rule of law and the fundamental rights 
of persons in the Union, as well as to allow for an assessment 
of the Union's efforts to protect and promote its common 
values. The day after, the rapporteur presented her draft 
report to the LIBE Committee. 

 
 Surveillance of electronic communications for 

intelligence and national security purposes  

Isabelle Falque Pierrotin, President of the French data 
protection authority and Chair of Art. 29 Working party, 
presented the working document, adopted by the latter in 
December 2014, on surveillance of electronic 
communications for intelligence and national security 
purposes. She recalled that the right to private life is a 
fundamental right and the principles of proportionality and 
necessity must always be respected. 

 
 National security and secret evidence in legislation and 

before the courts 

Prof. Didier Bigo, Dr Sergio Carrera, Dr Amandine Scherrer 
and Nicholas Hernanz presented the study "National security 
and secret evidence in legislation and before the courts: 
exploring the challenges", prepared for the Policy 
Department. 

 
 Creation of a European System of Border Guards (ESBG) 

to control the external borders of the EU 

The European Commission exposed the main findings of the 
study on the "Feasibility of the creation of a European 

System of Border Guards to control the external borders of 
the EU" in order to foster the debate on the further 
development of Frontex.  
 
 Joint debate on FRONTEX  

Fabrice Leggeri, Executive Director of Frontex presented the 
Annual Risk Analysis and the program of work of the agency 
for 2015, pointing out the challenges expected for this year. 

 

In addition, Barbara Kudrycka, head of the LIBE delegation to 
Frontex on 16-17 February 2015, presented the report of the 
mission, which allowed to understand the problems and 
challenges faced by the agency and to get a more realistic 
view of the current capabilities of the agency. 

 

 Additional Protocol supplementing the Council of Europe 
Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism pursuant to 
Article 218 TFEU (“foreign fighters”, CETS No. 196) 

The European Commission presented its recommendations 
for a Council decision in order to authorise the opening of 
negotiations on this additional Protocol. The Council 
adopted the mandate for negotiation on 1

st 
April. Once the 

Protocol signed, ratification by the EU will require the 
European Parliament's consent.  
 
 Dissemination of Earth observation satellite data for 

commercial purposes (Rap. for opinion: Josef 
Weidenholzer, S&D - Responsible Committee: ITRE) 

The European Commission presented its proposal for an EU 
directive on this matter. 
 

 

Items adopted during this meeting: 
 

 Smart borders package: two questions for oral answer to 
the EC and to the Council of the EU were adopted and 
tabled in view of the debate in plenary of the 28

th
 April. At 

the opening of the plenary session, these questions were, 
however, postponed to a further plenary. 
 

 Strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of 
innocence and of the right to be present at trial in criminal 
proceedings (Rap: Nathalie Griesbeck, ALDE): the adopted 
report is the mandate for the negotiation team in the 
upcoming trilogues. 
 

 Recommendations to the EC on the negotiations for the 
TTIP (Rap for opinion: Jan Philipp Albrecht, Greens/EFA): 
the opinion to the INTA report was adopted (vote in INTA 
on 6/7 May). 

 

Highlights of the last LIBE meetings 
 

The full agenda, the documents and the webstreaming of the meetings are available here. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150330CHE00191
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/13_wp29_wd228_/13_wp29_wd228_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/14_ipol_stu%282014%29509991_/14_ipol_stu%282014%29509991_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/15_study_esbg_/15_study_esbg_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/com/com_com%282014%290344_/com_com%282014%290344_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/qo/1054/1054317/1054317en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/qo/1054/1054317/1054317en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/qo/1054/1054333/1054333en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?committee=LIBE


LIBE NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 9 - 5 MAY 2015 4 

 

 

 
Also on 1

st
 April 2015 
 

 Joint DEVE/LIBE debate on the nexus between 
development and migration 

 
On 1

st
 of April, Members of the LIBE Committee held a joint 

exchange of views with Members of the Committee on 
Development, focusing on the nexus between development 
and migration.  
 
Four experts were invited to address the Committees: Eugenio 
Ambrosi, Regional Director for the EU of the International 
Organisation for Migration; Mr Ajay K. Bramdeo, Ambassador 
of the African Union to the EU and to the ACP countries in 
Brussels; Aspasia Papadopoulou, from the European Council 
on Refugees and Exiles; and Conny Reuter, Secretary General 
of the NGO Solidar. 
 
The speakers described the general challenges and elaborated 
on existing projects aimed at enhancing policy coherence with 
development of migration policies. LIBE and DEVE Members' 
intervention stressed the need to take into account synergies 
between the two policy areas in responding to the difficult 
situation around the Mediterranean.  
 
The debate provided important input for the Civil Liberties 
Committee's strategic own-initiative report on the situation in 
the Mediterranean and the need for a holistic approach to 
migration (co-rapporteurs: Roberta Metsola, EPP and  Kashetu 
Kyenge, S&D). 
 
 

 
*** 

 
13-14 April 2015, Brussels 
 European institutions and human rights in Europe - 

Recommendation 2065(2015) by the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 

Michael McNamara, Vice-Chair of the Committee on Legal affairs 
and Human Rights in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe and rapporteur for the report "European institutions and 
human rights" presented his report which is extremely relevant for 
the work of LIBE. He stressed that the EU and the Council of Europe 
share the same core values and that cooperation between the two 
institutions needs to be strengthened, be more systematic and 
avoid duplication of work.  He referred to the 2014 Commission 
communication on a new framework on the Rule of law and added 
that if the mechanism is implemented, it should be coordinated 
with the Council of Europe and that its monitoring bodies should be 
taken into account and play a role. 
 
Mr McNamara had also included in his report a part about the 
role of European Central Bank and the European stability 
mechanism and the respect of fundamental rights in the 
context of imposed austerity measures.   

 2014 annual report  on judicial training 

 

Francesco Fonseca Morillo, Director for Criminal Justice at the 
Commission DG Justice, presented the 2014 annual report on 
European judicial training in a joint debate with the JURI 
Committee. The target to train 700 000 legal professional by 
2020 will be reached. He stressed the importance of the pilot 
project proposed by the European Parliament to identify best 
practices in EU law training to achieve that goal. 

 
 Member State responsible for examining the application 

for international protection of unaccompanied minors 
(Rap: Cecilia Wikström, ALDE) 

A debate took place in the presence of stakeholders from 
different non-governmental organisations who issued position 
papers on this draft piece of legislation. 

 

 Joint debate on repealing certain acts in the Area of 
Freedom Security and Justice (Rap: Claude Moraes, S&D) 

The Commission submitted a package of three proposals to 
repeal a number of acts identified as obsolete. The Rapporteur will 
consider proceeding with this request under normal procedure. 

*** 
 

23 April 2015, Brussels 

 Joint Operational Team (JOT) "Mare" 

Europol is hosting and supporting since mid-March 2015 the Joint 
Operation Team (JOT) Mare, a dedicated maritime intelligence 
centre, aimed at reinforcing action against smuggling, by analysis 
of the routes and methods used by these organised crime groups. 
13 Member States are participating in the JOT Mare. It will require 
close cooperation between border guard and police authorities 
inside the Member States as well as with Europol, Frontex and 
Interpol. In this LIBE meeting, Members exchanged views on the 
JOT Mare with Michael Rauschenbach, Head of Business Area O2 
“Serious and Organised Crime" and Laurent Muschel Director, 
Commission Direction C-Migration and Protection.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/5_report_/5_report_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/criminal/files/final_report_2014_en.pdf


LIBE NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 9 - 5 MAY 2015 5 

 

 

 Safe use of remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS), 
commonly known as unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), 
in the field of civil aviation (Rap. for opinion: Soraya 
Post, S&D - Responsible Committee: TRAN) 

These days the use of RPAS or drones is becoming a growing 
trend and is a matter on which LIBE is preparing an opinion. 
During the exchange of views held on 23 April, the Rapporteur 
stressed that the use of RPAS may interfere with basic 
fundamental rights, particularly the right of private life, data 
protection and, depending on the use, freedom of expression 
and information, particularly if RPAS are used for law 
enforcement or intelligence and surveillance purposes. 
 
The Rapporteur also underlined that the most commonly 
identified risk relates to the use of surveillance equipment 
installed on RPAS. She pledged for ensuring that privacy by 
design and privacy by default are implemented in this field. 
  
The LIBE opinion will focus on the impact on fundamental 
rights and will address the issues it raises and propose 
recommendations to ensure that in the opening up of this 
sector and the deployment of drones respect of fundamental 
rights is included and there are provisions to make it this 
deployment respectful. The presentation of the draft report is 
scheduled for the LIBE Meeting of 4 June.  
 
 STOA study on Mass Surveillance (December 2014) 

Stefan Schuster, Project Director at TECNALIA Research & 
Innovation, presented the risks and opportunities raised by the 
current generation of network services and applications 
stressing that user awareness about threats and possibilities of 
protection must be increased, and emphasising the need to 
promote security best practices, especially the use of 

encryption and cryptographic tools. Then, Patrick de Graaf, 
Principal Consultant/lead Cybersecurity at Capgemini 
Consulting, presented the technology foresight options for 
longer term security and privacy improvements , underlining 
how End to End Encryption, if adopted collectively on a mass 
scale, is what can help deter illicit mass surveillance forcing the 
way to more selective and licit target surveillance approach.  

 
 ECHR case Tarakhel v. Switzerland  

The EP Legal Service presented the judgement in this case 
(application no. 29217/12) as part of the LIBE work on criteria 
and mechanisms for determining the Member State responsible 
for the application for international protection lodged in one of 
the Member States by a third-country national or a stateless 
person (recast version) (Rap: Cecilia Wikström, ALDE). 
 
 Judgment of the Court of Justice of the EU of 16 April 

2015 in joint cases C 317/13 and C 679/13 

The EP Legal Service presented the judgement in two actions 
for annulment of Council Decision 2013/129/EU of 7 March 
2013 on subjecting 4-methylamphetamine to control 
measures and Council Decision 2013/496/EU of 7 October 2013 
on subjecting 5-(2-aminopropyl)indole to control measures. 

 
 Judgment of the Court of Justice of the EU of 16 April 

2015 in case C 540/13  

The EP Legal Service informed about this action for annulment 
of Council Decision 2013/392/EU of 22 July 2013 fixing the date 
of effect of Decision 2008/633/JHA concerning access for 
consultation of the Visa Information System (VIS) by 
designated authorities of Member States and by Europol for 
the purposes of the prevention, detection and investigation of 
terrorist offences and of other serious criminal offences. 

 
 

Upcoming LIBE meeting: 
– 6-7 May 2015 

Find the list of available meeting documents here. 
 

 

6-7 May 2015, Brussels, PHS1A002 (first overview) 

 The European Agenda on Security will be presented in 
LIBE after the debate in plenary on 28 April. An exchange 
of views will follow. 
 

 Second debate on the Situation in the Mediterranean 
and the need for a holistic approach to migration (Co-
Rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP and Kashetu Kyenge, S&D) 
 

 The EU Justice Scoreboard - Presentation by Paraskevi 
Michou, Acting Director General, DG Justice 
 

 Consideration of amendments regarding the situation of 
fundamental rights in the EU (2013 – 2014)                        
(Rap: Laura Ferrara, EFDD)

 

 Consideration of amendments regarding the 
interoperability solutions for European public 
administrations, businesses and citizens (ISA2) 
Interoperability as a means for modernising the public 
sector (Rap: Jeroen Lenaers, EPP) 
 

 Exchange of views further to the Conference of Presidents' 
decision of 30 April on the possible effects, including on its 
rights and status as member of the European Union, if a 
Member State decided to reintroduce the death penalty 

 
 

 
Also on 6 May, 12.00 - 12.30, PHS3C50 

 

Joint LIBE/ECON meeting on Prevention of the use of the 
financial system for the purpose of money laundering and 
terrorist financing (Rap: Judith Sargentini/Krišjānis Kariņš): 
 
-Vote on the results of negotiations pursuant to Rule 70(5)  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/libe/libe_8leg_meetinglist.htm
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The delegation at the Spanish Consulate 
 

On 9 and 10 April, a delegation from European Parliament's 
Committee on Civil liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) 
travelled to Istanbul in the framework of the ongoing legislative 
work on the Visa Package (Union Code on Visas and the 
establishment of a touring visa) 
 
The proposals of this package concern in their essence the 
conditions and procedures for the issuing of visas for the 
Schengen area and also a new type of visa, the Touring Visa. 
The proposals aims at shortening and simplifying the 
procedures for non-EU nationals wishing to come to the EU for 
short stays, reducing costs and bureaucracy, whilst 
maintaining the level of security. 
 
The programme of the delegation consisted of a series of 
visits to different Member States' consulates. On Thursday 

April 9th, the delegation visited the French and German 
consulates, holding discussions with consular staff and with 
representatives of the Local Schengen Cooperation. On 
Friday 10th April, the delegation visited the Spanish 
consulate and the external service provider meeting with 
their staff. 
 
The delegation was composed by Brice Hortefeux (EPP), Heinz 
Becker (EPP), Pal Csáky (EPP) and Ignazio Corrao (EFDD). 

The delegation visiting the premises of an external service provider 

 
Further LIBE mission scheduled in June: 

   - Mission to Finland on Smart Borders 
 

 
In the framework of the cycle of conferences 
organised by the TRIO on the role played by 
the European Court of Justice in building the 
EU’s Area of Freedom, Security and Justice in 
the post-Lisbon era, the Latvian Presidency 
hosted a conference under the title "The EU 
Charter of fundamental rights in the AFSJ: five 
years after the Lisbon Treaty". 
 
The conference, organised in cooperation with 
the Riga Graduate School of Law, took place in 

Riga from 28 to 29 April. The discussions 
focussed, among other issues, on how the 
Charter is mainstreamed at all stages of the 
legislative procedure and examined the 
impact of the charter on the application of EU 
law in the AFSJ. 
 
Laura Ferrara, rapporteur for the report on the 
situation of fundamental rights in the 
European Union 2013-2014 contributed to the 
introductory session via a video message. 

LIBE mission on Visa Package 
 

From 9 to 10 April 2015 the LIBE Committee participated in a delegation to Istanbul, Turkey on the Visa Package. 
 

Latvian Presidency of the Council: 

The EU Charter of fundamental rights in the AFSJ: 

five years after the Lisbon Treaty 

http://www.oeil.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0094(COD)&l=en
http://www.oeil.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0095(COD)&l=en
https://eu2015.lv/images/Kalendars/TM/Agenda_harta.pdf
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   Working Party on combating hate crime 
On 30 March, FRA, together with the Latvian Presidency of the Council 
of the EU, hosted the second meeting of the Working Party on 
combating hate crime, with the participation of representatives from 
24 EU Member States. Members of the European Commission, the 
OSCE’s Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, and the 
Council of Europe’s Commission against Racism and Intolerance also 
took part. The aim of the discussions was to bring about an increase in 
reporting and an improvement in recording methods through a 
detailed exchange of best practices as victims of hate crimes are often 
reluctant to report their experiences to the police or any other 
organisation. 
 

Protection for people with disabilities victims of hate crime 
FRA published a Focus Paper entitled "Equal protection for all victims 
of hate crime: the case of people with disabilities". While hate crimes 
violate a number of rights enshrined in EU and international 
legislation, violence, harassment and abuse nonetheless remain 
common experiences for many people with disabilities. This Focus 
Paper examines the difficulties faced by people with disabilities who 
become victims of hate crime, and lists proposals for improving the 
situation at both the legislative and policy levels.  

 
*** 

  European Drug Report 2015  
The EMCDDA will launch on 4 June in Lisbon its annual overview of the 
European drug situation. Central to the multilingual, multimedia 
information package is the European Drug Report 2015: Trends and 
Developments, a top-level analysis of the latest trends across the 28 EU 
Member States, Turkey and Norway.  
 
The report will examine: drug supply and the market; drug use and 
drug-related problems; and health and social responses to drug 
problems. Accompanying the report will be Perspectives on drugs 
(PODs), online interactive articles providing insight into specific issues 
in the drugs field.  
 
The four themes in focus this year are: misuse of benzodiazepines 
among high-risk drug users; psychosocial interventions; drug 
consumption rooms; and heroin trafficking routes. The information 
package will be completed by the 2015 Statistical bulletin, containing 
the full European dataset underpinning the report, and Country 
overviews, providing national-level data and analyses.  

 
*** 

International protection and EU acquis on asylum  
Within the framework of the EASO's external action project entitled 
'Promoting the participation of Jordan in the work of EASO as well as 
the participation of Morocco and Tunisia in the work of EASO and 
FRONTEX', and in the context of the upcoming discussion in 
Morocco's Parliament on their new law on asylum, experts from 
Belgium and the Netherlands delivered a seminar on International 
Protection law and on European acquis on asylum to Moroccan 
Members of Parliament (MPs).  

The seminar also brought together representatives from three countries, 
Jordan, Tunisia and Morocco to share information and expertise on the 
situation of asylum and international protection law in the region.  
 

Dr María-Teresa Gil-Bazo appointed 
The International Association of Refugee Law Judges (IARLJ) 
appointed Dr María-Teresa Gil-Bazo as Legal Expert for the 
development of the curriculum for the training of judges across Europe 
on EU Asylum Law.  
 
The IARLJ has concluded a contract with the European Union Asylum 
Support Office (EASO) to develop core judicial training materials in 
asylum law, including on the Common European Asylum System (CEAS) 
and the role and judicial responsibilities of the courts and tribunals in the 
field of international protection. 

 
*** 

 

     Statistics in 2014 for the SIS II 
Eu-LISA has published its statistics for the Schengen Information 
System (SIS) for 2014. The SIS contains entries for wanted persons and 
objects introduced by the Schengen states. 
 
On the 1

st
 of January of this year, 28 countries (24 Member States and 4 

associated states) were connected to the system. The main news 
actually did not happen in 2014, but is the integration of the United 
Kingdom into the SIS as of 13 April 2015.   
  
In 2014 2 billion queries were reported by the countries involved. In 
countries where the difference can be made between manual and 
automated queries, about one fifth of the queries are automated 
queries. Automated queries are e.g. performed by automatic number 
plate recognition systems (ANPR). 
 

*** 
 

  The future of Border Checks 
On 17-18 June 2015 Frontex will hold the 2015 Global Conference on the 
Future of Border Checks in Warsaw, Poland. 
 
The conference will discuss the practical steps needed to develop and 
implement a risk-based approach to facilitation, while enabling better 
resource allocation and increased cost-effectiveness.  
 
The focus will be on operational challenges and solutions, exploring 
issues such as: how to verify a traveller’s identity in a reliable manner 
early in the travel process; how to identify, through advance risk 
analysis, persons of interest who should be subject to further 
examination by border guards upon their arrival at a physical border; 
how to bring together point solutions to enable risk-based end-to-end 
facilitation; and how to incorporate societal concerns into a revisited 
border control paradigm.  
 
The conference will also examine cutting-edge research developments 
in the area of personal identification, which in the future could be used 
to advance technological innovations in the border control domain. 
 
A programme outline will be published soon. You can get more information 
about the event contacting: FOBC-Conference@frontex.europa.eu. 

Latest news from JHA Agencies 
 
 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2015/fra-holds-second-meeting-working-party-combating-hate-crime
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2015/fra-holds-second-meeting-working-party-combating-hate-crime
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/equal-protection-all-victims-hate-crime-case-people-disabilities
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2015/2/european-drug-report-2015-launch
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2015/2/european-drug-report-2015-launch
http://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/EASO-starts-new-project-with-Jordan-Morocco-and-Tunisia.pdf
http://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/EASO-starts-new-project-with-Jordan-Morocco-and-Tunisia.pdf
http://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/EASO-starts-new-project-with-Jordan-Morocco-and-Tunisia.pdf
http://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/Press-release-EN.pdf
http://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Publications/Corporate/SIS%20II%20-%20public%202014%20stats.pdf
mailto:FOBC-Conference@frontex.europa.eu
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The State of the Union conference, organised by the European 
University Institute (EUI), is an annual event for high-level 
reflection on the European Union.  
 
The conference’s fifth edition will bring 
together leading academics, policy-
makers, civil society representatives, 
business and opinion leaders to discuss 
four main topics, all confronting the future 
of Europe. 

These are the establishment of the Alcide De Gasperi 
Research Centre, Europe's place in the world, a new Schuman 
Declaration for the 21st century and the impact of surveillance 

in Europe.  
 
The conference takes place from 6 – 9 May 
in Florence, Italy. Its full programme is 
available here.  All the sessions on May 6th 
and 8th will be live streamed on the 
conference website. 

 

 

Council of Europe’s anti-torture committee makes public 
statement on detention conditions in Bulgaria  
 On 26 March 2015, the Council of Europe’s anti-torture 
committee (CPT) made a public statement concerning Bulgaria. 
The statement pointed out at the major shortcomings the CPT 
identified over the past twenty years in police establishments 
and prisons in Bulgaria. 
 
The European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment requires that 
states party take decisive action to improve the situation in 
detention facilities in the light of recommendations made by the 
CPT. Following its 2012 and 2014 visits to Bulgaria, the CPT had 
expressed its extreme concern over the lack of progress. 
 
Council of Europe anti-torture committee issues report on 
treatment of irregular migrants in Spain 
 On 9 April 2015 the Council of Europe anti-torture committee 
(CPT) published the report on its visit to Spain in July 2014, in 
which it examines the treatment of irregular migrants 
intercepted in Melilla on the border with Morocco. It also 
assesses the implementation of previous CPT recommendations 
in relation to the detention centres for foreigners (CIEs) in 
Barcelona (Zona Franca) and Madrid (Aluche).  
 
The CPT also expresses its concern on recently adopted 
legislation, pending in front of the Spanish parliament at the time 
of the adoption of the report, which legalises the practice of 
forcibly deporting irregular migrants without any prior 
identification or assessment of their needs.  The response of the 
Spanish authorities has been published together with the report. 
 
European justice ministers back new action plan for 
implementing human rights judgments 
 On 27 March 2015 the 47 member states of the Council of Europe 
have reaffirmed their support for the European Convention on 

Human Rights (ECHR) and given their backing to a series of 
measures to improve the implementation of judgments from the 
Strasbourg court. Government representatives unanimously 
adopted the Brussels Declaration, together with an 
accompanying action plan. 
  
Human trafficking: Many European states not doing enough 
for child victims 
 On 16 April 2014 the Council of Europe's Group of Experts on 
Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) published 
its Fourth General report which highlights some of the main 
trends from GRETA's first 35 country reports. 
 
The new report identifies the areas where states need to 
strengthen action to meet their obligations under the 
Convention. GRETA found that the majority of the 35 
evaluated countries had to step up their efforts to identify 
child victims of human trafficking and provide them with the 
support they are legally entitled to. Further measures are also 
needed in many countries to improve the identification of 
victims of trafficking, and to provide victims with better 
assistance and protection as well as compensation. Improving 
the effectiveness of investigations, prosecutions and 
convictions related to human trafficking is another area where 
there is still much work to be done.  
 
CoE Commissioner for Human Rights' 2014 activity report  
On 23 April, Nils Muižnieks, Council of Europe Commissioner for 
Human Rights, presented his annual activity report 2014. The 
Commissioner highlighted the dire situation of migrants who 
continue to die in the Mediterranean Sea in their attempt to 
reach Europe after having fled conflicts, persecution and poverty. 
2014 was also dominated by events in and around Ukraine, the 
grave deterioration of the human rights situation in Azerbaijan, 
and the growing pressure against NGOs and the media in many 
Council of Europe member states.  

 
 

News from the Council of Europe 

      EUI's State of the Union conference  

https://stateoftheunion.eui.eu/
http://www.eui.eu/
http://www.eui.eu/
https://stateoftheunion.eui.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/The.State_.of_.the_.Union_.2015_Programme.WEB_.pdf
http://stateoftheunion.eui.eu/
http://www.cpt.coe.int/en/default.htm
http://www.cpt.coe.int/documents/bgr/2015-17-inf-eng.pdf
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/ListeTraites.asp?MA=999&TI=torture&LO=999&AO=&AV=&CM=2&CL=ENG
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/ListeTraites.asp?MA=999&TI=torture&LO=999&AO=&AV=&CM=2&CL=ENG
http://www.cpt.coe.int/fr/etats/bgr.htm
http://www.cpt.coe.int/en/default.htm
http://www.cpt.coe.int/documents/esp/2015-19-inf-eng.pdf
http://www.cpt.coe.int/documents/esp/2015-20-inf-eng.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016802ef2f9
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/trafficking/default_EN.asp?
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/trafficking/Docs/Gen_Report/GRETA_2015_1_4thGenRpt_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/trafficking/Docs/Monitoring/Country_Reports_en.asp
https://wcd.coe.int/com.instranet.InstraServlet?command=com.instranet.CmdBlobGet&InstranetImage=2724538&SecMode=1&DocId=2252924&Usage=2
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Q: You have been working as an MEP in the area of LIBE 
competences for almost 16 years now. What are the reasons why 
you find this field so appealing to you? 

A: As a former immigration and race 
relations Minister in the UK and as a 
lawyer, the sorts of issues in the LIBE 
committee, such as migration, law 
enforcement and security have always 
been central to my working life. Ensuring 
the safety and security of European 
citizens is one of the most central roles of 
any Government, or any parliament. Each 
of the 16 years which I have been on the 
LIBE committee, has been an opportunity 

to contribute towards this. It may sound clichéd but every day is an 
opportunity to do it better, to get it right, and to make a difference. 
From protecting children, to saving lives of refugees, to protecting 
our hard won freedoms. There will always be new challenges, new 
threats, and it is why the work in this area is my opinion is so 
valuable and varied after all these years. 
 
Q: Since 2009 you have been active also as a Member of the 
Delegation for relations with the United States. In your view, 
what are the main challenges at present between the EU and the 
US in the LIBE area of competence? 
A: Europe’s relationship with the U.S. is a vital one, we are partners; 
economically, globally, and in our fundamental values of freedom 
and liberty. In a world of emerging threats, changing geopolitics and 
new economic power players, having strong relationships with our 
old friends, is as important as forging new ones. Our work on TTIP, 
on the new data protection umbrella agreement, safe harbour and 
anti-terror agreements shows just how vital this relationship 
remains. The challenge in my mind is not each other, but how we can 
respond together in a coordinated way to help create more jobs, 
provide more security, and provide privacy, in a changing world. We 
also need to know how we can forge common ground where the U.S. 
has a bill of rights and the EU has the charter of fundamental rights; 
and how we can work together whilst respecting each other’s 
differences and histories.  
 
Q: Also, you have been a substitute Member of a number of 
Committees (among others, Culture, Constitutional Affairs and 
Transport). How do you share your time between these, and what 
interactions do you see in your work? 
A: As Coordinator for the LIBE committee this committee of course 
is my priority in terms of my time. It is a busy, dynamic, and 
challenging committee. But we see cross over on issues all the 
time, I know that my time working on the transport committee, 
helped me see different perspectives on the issues of PNR and the 
e-call system, and constitutional affairs are key when it comes to 
talking about subsidiarity, the Treaties, the Charter of fundamental 
rights etc. I believe that as a politician in order to create sensible, 

moderate legislation, you cannot become too entrenched in one 
particular way of thinking or looking at things. Therefore, a 
broader perspective on the way the Parliament works and the 
issues it works on will always help. 
 
Q: Half of the Members of the newly elected LIBE Committee are 
new; do you have any advice for new LIBE Members? 
A: My advice would be to listen to everyone’s advice, to the all the 
facts on offer, to as many different people’s perspectives as possible 
on an issue, but at the end of the day do what you believe to be right. If 
you do what you believe to be right, then it makes the successes in 
politics more meaningful, and it makes the defeats seem less severe. 
As long as you can go back to your constituents and tell them you did 
what you thought was right, and right for them, then half the battle is 
won. I would also recommend a large dose of humour. 
 
Q: What is the part of your work as LIBE Coordinator that you 
enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less about being 
a Coordinator? 
A: Being Coordinator can be hard. You are not only balancing the 
wishes of all of the Members in your political group, but you are also 
trying to compromise with 6 other political groups to find an 
outcome everyone can live with. Compromise can sometimes mean 
that everyone walks out of the room unhappy. However, as 
Coordinator, you also get to lead your team of members in your 
committee to defend what you believe in, to shape legislation, and 
you get to see everything that goes on in a fascinating area of work. 
It really is a privilege.  
 
On a more personal note... 
 
Q: Do your obligations as MEP and LIBE Coordinator leave you 
some free time for reading? What book would we find on your 
bedside table these days?  
A: When I do have time to read, I find history; and European military 
history particularly fascinating. I was born right at the end of World 
War II, and to read about how Europe and the world has been shaped 
since then is important to understand the world we live in now. I also 
enjoy reading about the American Civil War. 
 
Q: Have you got the time to enjoy the city of Brussels from time 
to time, would you share with us your favourite corner of the 
town or something you like doing when you are here? 
A: Whilst there can be a lot of rain in Brussels, in some of the more 
pleasant months, Brussels many great places to eat and drink in the 
evening, sit outside and enjoy its unique architecture and the café 
culture. But what is great about the Parliament, is that everyone 
comes every week and exchanges anecdotes from their own 
constituencies, and shares their own citizens concerns and 
challenges, and views. I think this is very important that we see 
beyond the Parliament, and Brussels, and understand how we can 
make Europe work for everyone in every country. 

A chat with... 

Timothy Kirkhope, ECR Coordinator 
 

For our monthly talk with LIBE Coordinators, this time we interviewed Timothy Kirkhope (ECR, UK). Mr Kirkhope has been a Member of the 
European Parliament since 1999 and became one of the LIBE Coordinators in 2009.   
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NI 

BECKER Heinz K. (AT) 
BONI Michał (PL) 
DATI Rachida (FR) 
DÍAZ DE MERA GARCÍA CONSUEGRA Agustín (ES) 
ENGEL Frank (LU) 
GABRIEL Mariya (BG) 
GÁL Kinga (HU) (1

st
 Vice-Chair) 

HOHLMEIER Monika (DE) 
HORTEFEUX Brice (FR) 
KUDRYCKA Barbara (PL) (4

th
 Vice-Chair) 

MACOVEI Monica Luisa (RO) 
MATERA Barbara (IT) 
METSOLA Roberta (MT) 
MUSSOLINI Alessandra (IT) 
NAGY József (SK) 
SÓGOR Csaba (RO) 
UNGUREANU Traian (RO) 
ZDECHOVSKÝ Tomáš (CZ) 
 

CHINNICI Caterina (IT)  
FAJON Tanja (SI)  
FLAŠÍKOVÁ BEŇOVÁ Monika (SK) 
GOMES Ana (PT) 
GUILLAUME Sylvie (FR)  
IOTOVA Iliana (BG) (2

nd
 Vice-Chair)  

KAUFMANN Sylvia-Yvonne (DE)  
KYENGE Kashetu (IT) 
LAURISTIN Marju (EE) 
MORAES Claude (UK) (Chair) 
NIEDERMÜLLER Péter (HU)  
POST Soraya (SE) 
SIPPEL Birgit (DE) 
WEIDENHOLZER Josef (AT) 
 

HALLA-AHO Jussi (FI) 
KIRKHOPE Timothy (UK) 
ŠKRIPEK Branislav (SK) 
STEVENS Helga (BE) 
VON STORCH Beatrix (DE) 
TOMAŠEVSKI Valdemar (LT)  
 

GRIESBECK Nathalie (FR) 
HYUSMENOVA Filiz (BG) 
IN 'T VELD Sophia (NL) 
MICHEL Louis (BE) 
WIKSTRÖM Cecilia (SE) 
 

ANDERSON Martina (UK) 
BJÖRK Malin (SE) 
ERNST Cornelia (DE) 
VERGIAT Marie-Christine (FR) 
 

ALBRECHT Jan Philipp (DE) (3
rd

 Vice-Chair) 
CEBALLOS Bodil (SE) 
JOLY Eva (FR) 
SARGENTINI Judith (NL) 
 

BATTEN Gerard (UK) 
CORRAO Ignazio (IT) 
FERRARA Laura (IT) 
WINBERG Kristina (SE) 
 

FONTANA Lorenzo (IT) 
LÓPEZ AGUILAR Juan Fernando (ES)  
MAEIJER Vicky (NL) 
VILIMSKY Harald (AT) 
VOIGT Udo (DE) 

 

BOCSKOR Andrea (HU) 
COELHO Carlos (PT) 

CORAZZA BILDT Anna Maria (SE) 
CSÁKY Pál (SK) 

FLORENZ Karl-Heinz (DE) 
JIMÉNEZ-BECERRIL BARRIO Teresa (ES) 

KALINOWSKI Jarosław (PL) 
LENAERS Jeroen (NL) 

MELO Nuno (PT) 
MORANO Nadine (FR) 

PABRIKS Artis (LV) 
POGLIESE Salvatore Domenico (IT) 

RADEV Emil (BG) 
SARVAMAA Petri (FI) 

ŠTĚTINA Jaromír (CZ) 
THUN UND HOHENSTEIN Róża Gräfin von (PL) 

VOSS Axel (DE) 
VOZEMBERG Elissavet (GR) 

 

BAYET Hugues (BE) 
BLINKEVIČIŪTĖ Vilija (LT) 

DALLI Miriam (MT) 
DRĂGHICI Damian (RO) 

HEDH Anna (SE) 
KAMMEREVERT Petra (DE) 

KYRKOS Miltiadis (GR) 
MAMIKINS Andrejs (LV) 

MORGANO Luigi (IT) 
PAVEL Emilian (RO) 

PIRI Kati (NL) 
REVAULT D'ALLONNES BONNEFOY Christine (FR) 

SCHLEIN Elly (IT) 
VIOTTI Daniele (IT) 

 

DALTON Daniel (UK) 
JUREK Marek (PL) 

TOMAŠIĆ Ruža (HR) 
UJAZDOWSKI Kazimierz Michał (PL) 

VISTISEN Anders Primdahl (DK)  
 

 

DEPREZ Gérard (BE) 
JEŽEK Petr (CZ) 

MLINAR Angelika (AT) 
PAGAZAURTUNDÚA RUIZ Maite (ES) 

PETERSEN Morten Helveg (DK) 
 

ALBIOL GUZMÁN Marina (ES) 
CHRYSOGONOS Kostas (GR) 

DE JONG Dennis (NL) 
SPINELLI Barbara (IT) 

 

KELLER Ska (DE) 
LAMBERT Jean (UK) 

LUNACEK Ulrike (AT) 
TERRICABRAS Josep-Maria (ES) 

 

AGEA Laura (IT) 
ATKINSON Janice (UK) 
BERGERON Joëlle (FR) 

 
 

FERRAND Edouard (FR) 
LEBRETON Gilles (FR) 

LE PEN Marine (FR) 
SYNADINOS Eleytherios (GR) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/members.html#menuzone
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Email: libe-secretariat@ep.europa.eu 
Website: www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html 

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/EP_Justice 

 
Closure date of the current issue 

5 May 2015 
 

Newsletter subscription 
If you wish to receive this newsletter, please send an e-mail to libe-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu with the subject 'newsletter'. 

 
Legal Disclaimer 

The content herein is drafted by the LIBE Secretariat and is provided for general information purposes only. 
The newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The LIBE Secretariat does not necessarily 

endorse the views expressed on these websites. 
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