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Words by the Chair  
It has been a busy couple of weeks for the LIBE committee 
ahead of the summer recess. At the beginning of June we 
welcomed Commissioner Dimitris Avramopolous for a 
structured dialogue to discuss the Commission work 
programme for 2015 as well as preparation of the 2016 
work programme. Our committee also welcomed Matthias 
Reute, Director General of DG Home who presented the 
first measures of the European Agenda on Migration. The 
Committee have also made progress on the report on the 

situation in the Mediterranean and has held a number of exchanges of views with key 
international bodies such as ECRE and the UNHCR as well as key EU agencies such as the EU 
external action service. It is essential that the Committee continues to work closely with these 
bodies to ensure that we bridge the gap between policy and practice with regards to the 
response to the situation in the Mediterranean.  
 
The LIBE Committee also adopted key reports on the situation of fundamental rights in 
Europe, Budget for 2016, as well as the resolution on the European Security Agenda. At the 
end of June members also voted on the selection procedure candidates for the post of 
Director of the EU fundamental rights agency. LIBE Members voted their preferred 
candidate to become the next FRA Director. On the 29th June the LIBE committee held a 
hearing on anti-Semitism, Islamophobia and hate speech in Europe which offered a great 
opportunity for Members to discuss with civil society how to promote tolerance and respect 
of diversity in our continent. I attended the informal JHA council meeting in Luxembourg, 
key topics on the agenda included asylum resettlement, anti-terrorism, cyber-security and 
an action plan on migrant smuggling. It offered a great opportunity for me to present the 
European Parliament's case for emergency relocation of asylum-seekers with my colleague 
Ska Keller, the rapporteur for the LIBE report on establishing provisional measures in the 
area of international protection for the benefit of Italy and Greece. 

Claude MORAES 

Chair's agenda 
 20

th
-23

rd
 July: Transatlantic week  

I will participate in the Transatlantic week in Washington D.C, where I will appear in a panel with 
House of Rep.  Jim Sensenbrenner on the latest developments in the field of privacy. It will offer a 
great opportunity to exchange views with our US counterparts on key issues such as safe harbour 
and enhancing fundamental rights for US and European citizens as well as give an update on the 
work of the European Parliament in this area.  

 14
th

-15
th

 September:  EU Citizenship and Justice  

The Luxembourg presidency will host an event on EU Citizenship and Justice in September at the 
European Court of Justice. I will join Commissioner Vera Jourová, Luxembourg Minister of Justice Felix 
Braz and the President of the CJEU Vassilios Skouris to discuss key issues in the area of fundamental 
rights and justice in the EU. 

  

 

 
Highlight of the month 
European Agenda on Migration 
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Highlights of the last LIBE meetings 
Learn what was discussed 
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Upcoming LIBE Meeting  
See an overview of the main items on the agenda of 
the LIBE meetings of 15-16 July 
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Public hearings 
Read more on the public hearings on Trade agreements 
and data flows, on Anti-semitism, islamophobia and hate 
speech in Europe, and on the Visa Package 
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Latest news from JHA agencies  
Find the latest information concerning their work 
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News from the Council of Europe 
Get to know more about its latest works 
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A chat with...  
Cecilia Wikström, ALDE Coordinator 
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Last May 13th the 
European Commission 
presented its European 
Agenda on Migration 
outlining the immediate 
measures that will be 
taken in order to respond 
to the current  situation in 
the Mediterranean as well 
as the steps to be taken in 
the coming years to 
better manage migration 
in all its aspects.  
 
Following the Council 
statement of the 23rd of 
April 2015 and the release 
of the European Agenda on Migration, the European 
Commission also adopted on the 13th of May the draft 
amending Budget number 5 responding to migratory 
pressures. The Commission proposes to increase the EU 
Budget by 75.8 million euros in commitment appropriation in 
addition to redeployment of existing resources. The budget of 
FRONTEX is proposed to be increased with 26.8 million in 
commitment appropriations.   
 
For the Commission, the Agenda sets out a European 
response, combining internal and external policies, making 
best use of EU agencies and tools, and involving all actors: 
Member States, EU institutions, international organisations, 
civil society, local authorities and third countries. 
 
The first part of the European Agenda on Migration 
(Immediate action) addresses its immediate response to 
the human tragedy in the Mediterranean Sea. The 
Commission sets out 4 concrete actions: (1) Tripling the 
capacities and assets for the Frontex joint operations 
Triton and Poseidon for 2015 and 2016; (2) An EU-wide 
resettlement scheme to offer 20 000 places distributed in 
all Member States to displaced persons in clear need of 
international protection; (3) Activation of the emergency 
response mechanism under Article 78(3) TFEU to assist 
frontline Member states confronted with unprecedented 
pressure. The Commission will propose a temporary 
distribution mechanism for persons in clear need of 
international protection within the EU. A proposal for a 
permanent EU relocation system will follow by the end of 
2015; and (4) A Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) operation in the Mediterranean to dismantle 
traffickers' networks and fight smuggling of people, in 
accordance with international law. 

The second part of the 
Agenda (four pillars to 
manage migration 
better) sets out more 
structured medium- 
and long-term actions 
for an EU migration 
policy: (1) Reducing 
the incentives for 
irregular migration, by 
seconding European 
migration liaison 
officers to EU 
Delegations in key 
third countries; 
amending the Frontex 
legal basis to 

strengthen its role on return; a new action plan with measures 
that aim to transform people smuggling into high risk, low 
return criminal activity and addressing the root causes through 
development cooperation and humanitarian assistance; (2) 
Better Border management, by strengthening the role and 
capacity of Frontex and also the capacity of third countries; (3) 
Ensuring a full and coherent implementation of the Common 
European Asylum System; and (4) A new policy on legal 
migration which focusses on the revision and update of the 
Blue Card scheme, and by reprioritising integration policies.  
 
Claude Moraes (S&D, UK), Chair of the LIBE Committee, 
welcomed the Commission’s plan for an EU-wide resettlement 
scheme, presented in the Plenary of Wednesday, 20

th
 May, to 

provide refugees with a compassionate alternative to the deadly 
smugglers routes across the Mediterranean. There is a low 
support by some EU member states for relocation and 
resettlement policy, Mr Moraes noted, calling on the 
Commission, with Parliament's cooperation, to push for "the 
strongest relocation and resettlement policies" and for a "bolder 
strategy" on legal migration. On Wednesday, 27

th
 May, the 

Commission adopted the first proposals of its comprehensive 
approach to improving the management of migration. 
 
A strategic own-initiative 
report on the situation in the 
Mediterranean and the need 
for a holistic EU approach to 
Migration is currently being 
drafted in the LIBE 
Committee, in order to outline 
the EP’s views on a holistic 
Union policy on Migration. Co-rapporteurs are Roberta 
Metsola (EPP) and Kashetu Kyenge (S&D) (see page 4).  

Highlight of the month: 
 

European Agenda on Migration 
 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/communication_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/communication_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/04/23-special-euco-statement/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/04/23-special-euco-statement/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4956_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/biblio/documents/2015/DAB/dab5_2015_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/biblio/documents/2015/DAB/dab5_2015_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdfs/news/expert/infopress/20150511IPR54602/20150511IPR54602_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-5039_en.htm
http://www.oeil.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/2095%28INI%29&l=en
http://www.oeil.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2015/2095%28INI%29&l=en
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Data Protection Package Reform 
On 24 June 2015, following the adoption by the Council of its general 
approach on the proposal for general data protection regulation, and 
under the presidency of the Chair of the LIBE Committee Claude 
Moraes, the interinstitional trilogues on the general data protection 
regulation started. 

Mr Moraes stated that “data protection reform is not only one of the 
key priorities of the Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
Committee but of the entire European Parliament. We have proved 
our commitment and leadership on the data protection reform 
package by adopting our position well over a year ago and constantly 
calling on the Council to finalise their text and begin negotiations with 
Parliament”. He also stressed that the Parliament works on the basis 
of a single package approach, as the Regulation and the Directive are 
inter-linked and the legislative process must be in parallel. He urged 
the incoming Luxembourg Presidency to publicly stress its 
commitment to the package approach and that it aims at reaching 
the general approach on the law enforcement Directive under its 
term. Secondly he also reminded that current Directive 95/46/EC 
constitutes the red line that the EP will not trespass, particularly as 
regards the material scope of activities covered by the Regulation 
(private and public sector) and the level of protection that should be 
established. 

The EP rapporteur, Jan Philipp Albrecht (Greens/EFA) said: "It is 
encouraging that at the start of negotiations today, the Council of the 
European Union, European Commission and European Parliament 
jointly reaffirmed their commitment to reach an agreement on the 
package of the Regulation on data protection and a Directive on data 
protection in criminal proceedings by the end of 2015”. He also 
stressed the need to establish sound and uniform data protection 
standards that provide a high level of protection starting from the 
level of the current provisions enshrined in the Directive of 1995. 

From the Council, both current Latvian Presidency (Minister Mr 
Rasnacs) and the incoming Luxembourg Presidency (Minister of 
Justice Mr Braz) referred to the priority given to the data protection 
reform and the need to meet the objective of agreeing on the 
proposal in 2015. Mr Braz expressed the commitment of the incoming 
Luxembourg Presidency to work on a package approach and on the 
intention of the Presidency to reach a general approach on the 
Directive at the JHA Council of October 2015. Trilogues on the 
Directive could start shortly after. 

Commissioner Jourová reminded the package approach of the data 
protection proposals. She also indicated that the Directive 95/46/EC is 
the very minimum level of data protection that must be guaranteed. 

The first meeting on 24
th

 June 2015 has shown that this target is 
achievable if, as they have just jointly declared, the three negotiating 
partners work together on the basis of their voted positions to find a 
compromise. 

The on going reform of the EU data protection is made of a package 
of two proposals: a general regulation covering the bulk of personal 
data processing in the EU, and a directive on processing data to 
prevent, investigate, detect or prosecute criminal offences or enforce 

criminal penalties. The two legislative proposals were presented by 
the European Commission in January 2012. Parliament’s negotiating 
brief was approved by the LIBE Committee in October 2013, and 
endorsed by Parliament as a whole in March 2014. Since then, 
Parliament has been waiting for Member States to agree "general 
approach" among themselves in order to begin the final talks. MEPs 
have many times called on the Council to move forward on the 
package, stressing the need to update EU data protection rules 
without further delay, so as to give citizens the standards of data 
protection needed in the digital era. The Parliament has always 
stressed the package approach implying a parallel negotiation and 
adoption of the two proposals.  

The adoption of the general approach on the proposed regulation by 
the Council on 15 June 2015 has enabled the start of the trilogues on 
this text. As far as the other instrument of the package is concerned 
(the directive) the Luxembourg Presidency aims to reach the general 
approach in October 2015. 

The second trilogue has been foreseen for 14 July 2015. 

 

*** 
 

EU  Fundamental Rights Agency 
On 25 June 2015, Frauke Seidensticker, Chair of the Management Board 
and Constantinos Manolopoulos, interim Director of the European Union 
Agency for Fundamental Rights presented the annual report of the 
Agency for 2014: challenges and achievements. FRA’s annual report this 
year examines fundamental rights-related developments in equality 
and non-discrimination; racism, xenophobia and related intolerance; 
Roma integration; asylum, borders, immigration and integration; 
information society, privacy and data protection; the rights of the 
child; access to justice including rights of crime victims; and the EU 
Charter of Fundamental Rights and its use by Member States. LIBE 
Members also had the opportunity of listening to the presentation of 
the European Commission’s Annual report on the application of the 
Charter by Paul Nemitz, Director for Fundamental Rights and Union 
Citizenship in DG JUSTICE. 

The last part of the afternoon session of the 25
 
June LIBE meeting was 

dedicated to the hearings of the candidates for the post of Director of 
the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA). Pursuant 
to Article 15 of Council Regulation (EC) nº 168/2007, the candidates 
are selected by the Commission and they are asked, before an 
appointment is made, to address the Council and the competent 
European Parliament Committee and to reply to questions. The three 
shortlisted candidates, Michael O’Flaherty, Lousewies van der Laan 
and Ilze Brands Kehris were heard individually and they replied to the 
questions of the LIBE Members. In order to determine the order of 
preference of the candidates, a vote took place during the LIBE 
meeting of 2 July. The 3 candidates respectively got 30, 32 and 9 
votes. 

Also on 2 July, the Members of LIBE voted on the draft report on the 
situation of fundamental rights in the European Union 2013-2014 
(rapporteur: Laura Ferrara/EFDD). 

 

*** 

Highlights of the last LIBE meetings 
 

The full agenda, the documents and the webstreaming of the meetings are available here. 

 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/fundamental-rights-challenges-and-achievements-2014
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?committee=LIBE
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Smart Borders Package 
A delegation of LIBE Members travelled to Finland from 25 to 26 June 
to be informed about the border control undertaken at the Finnish 
borders and to witness the currently ongoing tests undertaken in the 
context of the Smart Borders Pilot. The delegation was composed of 
the rapporteurs of the Smart Borders Package, Ms Fajon and Mr Díaz 
de Mera, as well as the shadow rapporteur Mr Halla-aho. 

 

The programme started with a visit to the Finnish/Russian land border 
crossing point at Vaalimaa. Members had the occasion to see the 
border control undertaken there and to exchange with the Finnish 
Border Guards about the challenges ahead. They also observed in 
Vaalimaa the currently on-going testing undertaken in the framework 
of the Smart Borders Pilot. The agency eu-LISA tests there a series of 
test cases including the enrolment of 4, 8 and 10 fingerprints at first-
line border check, the enrolment of the facial image as well as the 
capturing of the facial image from biometric passports and the 
comparison of this facial image with the live facial image. 

On the second day Members visited the port of Helsinki at the time of 
the arrival of the ferry from St. Petersburg to see the border control 
undertaken at the sea border and to see the particular challenge of 
controlling a large number of third-country nationals disembarking at 
the same time. At that border crossing point further tests are 
undertaken for the Smart Borders Pilot. Of particular interest was the 
use of self-service kiosks as possible accelerators in the process. 

The programme ended with a visit of the controls undertaken at the 
Helsinki airport. A particular issue of interest there was the use of 
automated border control including a series of pilot projects involving 
third-country nationals. 

 

*** 
 

Resolution on European Agenda 
on Security 

Luigi Soreca, Director Internal Security, DG Home presented on 6 May 
2015 the key principles, the priorities and the actions foreseen in the 
European Agenda on Security adopted by the Commission on 28 April 
2015. The Agenda's actions will be guided by the principles of full 
compliance with fundamental rights, transparency, accountability and 
democratic control, consolidation and better implementation of existing 

EU instruments, joined-up inter-agency and cross-sectorial approach, 
bringing together the internal and external dimensions of security. 

The Agenda proposed to strengthen the Union Security framework by 
improving the information exchange, increasing operational cooperation 
and by supporting actions in the fields of training, funding, research and 
innovation. The Commission has proposed as priorities for immediate 

action tackling the terrorism and preventing radicalisation, disrupting the 

organised crime and fighting cybercrime. 

It is a continuation and further strengthening of the current EU 
Internal Security Strategy and is focussed on three priority areas: the 
fight against terrorism, cybercrime and serious and organised crime. 
The European Parliament during its July session on 9 July 2015 has 
adopted a resolution. 

 

*** 
 

Situation in the Mediterranean 
 The situation in the Mediterranean and the need for a 

holistic EU approach to migration                                         
(Co-Rap. Roberta Metsola, EPP/Kashetu Kyenge, S&D) 

LIBE Members on 6 May 2015 exchanged views on Article 80 - 
Solidarity and fair sharing of responsibility, including search and 
rescue obligations, with the external contributors invited to the 
debate: Zoe Konstantopoulou, President of the Hellenic Parliament; 
Admiral Filippo Maria Foffi, Commander in chief of the Italian Fleet; 
Brig. Ret’d Martin Xuereb, Director of the Migrant Offshore Aid 
Station; and Professor Philippe De Bruycker, MPC/EUI, coordinator 
Odysseus network. 

LIBE Members listened to the contributions on strategy on 
cooperation with third countries, in particular on regional protection 
programmes, resettlement, returns and how to address the root 
causes of migration, which were made by the external speakers: 
Pedro Serrano, Managing Director for Crisis Response & Operational 
Coordination from the European External Action Service; William 
Lacy Swing, Director General of the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM); and Miguel Ángel Moratinos, Former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Spain.  

 

 Draft amendment N° 5 to the general budget 2015 – 
“responding to migratory pressures” 

In the last weeks LIBE also dealt with the budgetary aspect of the 
situation in the Mediterranean. On the 26th of May, Matthias Ruete, 
Director General, DG Migration and Home Affairs, European 
Commission, presented the actions foreseen in this 5th draft 
amendment intended to provide the financial resources for the 
measures included in the declaration of the European Council of the 
23

rd
 of April and to implement the EC migration agenda published 

May 13
th

.  
 
On the 8th June, the LIBE rapporteur presented its opinion that was 
adopted on the 16th June following a voting session of 28 
amendments . The BUDG committee integrated the content of LIBE 
opinion in its final report that it adopted on the 23rd June and that 
was voted in plenary on the 7th of July. 
 
LIBE welcomed the Draft amending budget No 5/2015 as a first step in 
response to the challenges posed by migration trends and the 
unprecedented situation in the Mediterranean and noted the  increase 
in commitments of EUR 75 722 000, with payments of EUR 69 652 000. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/2015_0185_/2015_0185_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bTA%2bP8-TA-2015-0269%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/com/com_com%282015%290241_/com_com%282015%290241_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/com/com_com%282015%290241_/com_com%282015%290241_en.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/04/23-special-euco-statement/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/04/23-special-euco-statement/
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/communication_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/communication_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-557.412%2b02%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-560.706%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-560.706%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-557.262%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0248+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
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Part of these resources will go to the operations of Triton and 
Poseidon enabling the extension of the geographical area. Among 
other points LIBE also welcomed the additional funding for the 
Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund but considered it to be 
insufficient to allow for an optimal financing of Commission’s 
relocation-mechanism and resettlement-programme, to improve 
reception and integration conditions for asylum seekers and refugees, 
and to support all frontline Member States experiencing migratory 
pressure.  It called for the funding of the 2016 budget to be better 
aligned with the real expected number of arrivals in 2016. 

 

*** 
 

Rule of law and 
fundamental rights  

 Exchange of views further to the Conference of 
Presidents' decision of 30 April on the possible effects, 
including on its rights and status as member of the 
European Union, if a Member State decided to 
reintroduce the death penalty 

Following the decision of the Conference of Presidents of 30 April, to 
refer to LIBE the question about the possible effects, including on its 
rights and status as Member of the European Union, if a Member 
State decided to reintroduce the death penalty, an exchange of views 
was held on this matter on 7

th
 May 2015 with the participation of  

Paraskevi Michou, Acting Director-General, DG Justice and 
Consumers of the European Commission. 
 

 
 Exchange of views on the situation in Romania , 

further to the request in Plenary of 8 June and the 
Conference of Presidents of 11 June 

On 25 June 2015, further to the request in Plenary of 8 June and the 
letter of the Conference of Presidents of 11 June, the Member s of the 
LIBE Committee held an exchange of views with Frans Timmermans, 
First Vice President of the Commission in charge of Better Regulation, 
Interinstitutional Relations, the Rule of Law and the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights, on the situation in Romania regarding recent 
alleged cases of corruption. 

 

*** 
 

28-29 May 2015, Brussels 

 
 Conference on the Democratic oversight of intelligence 

services in the European Union 
The European Parliament's Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs, the Belgian House of Representatives’ Committee 
responsible for monitoring the Standing Committee P and the 
Standing Committee I, the German Bundestag's Parliamentary 
Oversight Panel and the Italian Parliament’s Committee for the 
Security of the Republic (COPASIR) were jointly organising an 
interparliamentary committee meeting on Democratic oversight of 
intelligence services in the European Union.  
 
The meeting was a follow up to paragraph 133 of the European 
Parliament resolution of 12 March 2014 on the USA surveillance 
programme, surveillance bodies in various Member States and their 
impact on EU citizens' fundamental rights and on the transatlantic 
cooperation in Justice and Home Affairs (2013/2188 (INI)). It brought 

together national and European actors to discuss about the 
challenges that democratic oversight bodies are facing in the digital 
age and how to overcome them. The meeting served to foster 
cooperation between national oversight bodies, allowing them to 
share best practices and to discuss common concerns. 
 
In the closing session, the Chair declared his intention, together with 

the co-organisers, to convene a follow-up conference in 2 years’ time. 
 

*** 
 

2 July 2015, Brussels 

 
 OECD/Commission Report “Indicators of Immigrant 

Integration 2015: settling in” 
 
On 2 July 2015, Angel Gurria, Secretary General of the OECD and 
Belinda Pyke, Director at the European Commission presented the 
report "Indicators of Immigrant Integration 2015: settling in". 
 

This joint publication 
by the OECD and the 
European Commission 
presents the first broad 

international 
comparison across all 
EU and OECD countries 
of the outcomes for 
immigrants and their 
children, through 27 
indicators organised 
around five areas: 
employment, education 
and skills, social inclusion, 
civic engagement, and 
social cohesion. 
 
The findings of this 
report were subject of a 
lively debate at the LIBE 

Committee with special focus on two specific groups: young people 
with an immigrant background and third-country nationals in the 
European Union, who are the target of EU integration policy. 
 
During the debate Mr Gurria declared that "in these challenging 
times, attitudes about immigration in part depend on the fate of the 
immigrants and their children (...). Our report presents the facts and 
evidence on the integration of immigrants in Europe and helps to 
dispel myths and prejudices on this complex political and social issue". 

More detailed information can be found here. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events-nationalparl.html?id=20150528CHE00195
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2014-0230&language=EN
http://www.oecd.org/migration/indicators-of-immigrant-integration-2015-settling-in-9789264234024-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/discrimination-and-poor-job-prospects-hit-children-of-immigrants.htm
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15-16 July 2015, Brussels, PHS1A002  

 EU Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation (EUROJUST)  

Michèle Coninsx, newly reelected President of Eurojust will present 
the 2014 annual report of Eurojust to the LIBE Committee in Brussels 
on 15 July. The Annual Report shows how the number of cases 
Eurojust deals with increased to 1 804 in 2014, up from 1 576 the 
previous year. 

 

It also provides an overview of the operational activities of Eurojust 
and developments in 2014, a focus on the European Arrest Warrant 
and challenges and best practice in drug trafficking and cybercrime 
cases, including the evaluation of a cybercrime case called 
BlackShades. 

 

 Priorities of the Luxembourg Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union in the area of Justice and Home 
Affairs 

Exchange of views with Étienne Schneider (Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Internal Security), Jean Asselborn (Minister of 
Immigration and Asylum) and Félix Braz (Minister of Justice) for the 
Presidency-in-office 

 

 Protection of individuals with regard to the processing 
of personal data, and the free movement of such data 
(General Data Protection Regulation)  

(Rap: Jan Philipp Albrecht, Greens/ALE) 

Presentation of the state of play of trilogue negotiations 

 

 Safe use of remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS), 
commonly known as unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), 
in the field of civil aviation (Rap: Soraya Post, S&D) 

Consideration of amendments 

 

 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing provisional 
measures in the area of international protection for the 
benefit of Italy and Greece (Rap: Ska Keller, Greens/ALE) 

Consideration of amendments 

 

 Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument for the 
provisional measures in the area of international 
protection for the benefit of Italy and Greece  

(Rap: Péter Niedermüller, S&D)  

Consideration of draft opinion 

 

 General budget of the European Union for the financial 
year 2016 - all sections  

(Rap: Péter Niedermüller, S&D)  

Consideration of draft opinion 

 

 The situation in the Mediterranean and the need for a 
holistic EU approach to migration  

(Co-Raps: Roberta Metsola, EPP & Kashetu Kyenge, S&D) 

Consideration of working documents on solidarity and on safe and 
legal access 

 

 The prevention of radicalisation and recruitment of 
European citizens by terrorist organisations  

(Rap: Rachida Dati, EPP) 

Consideration of amendments 

 

 Joint Debate 

• Agreement between the EU and Dominica on the short-stay 
visa waiver (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

• Agreement between the EU and Vanuatu on the short-stay visa 
waiver (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

• Agreement between the EU and Trinidad and Tobago on the 
short-stay visa waiver (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

• Agreement between the EU and Samoa on the short-stay visa 
waiver (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

• Agreement between the EU and Grenada on the short-stay visa 
waiver (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

• Agreement between the EU and Timor-Leste on the short-stay 
visa waiver (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

• Agreement between the EU and Saint Lucia on the short-stay 
visa waiver (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

• Agreement between the EU and Saint Vincent on the short-stay 
visa waiver (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

• Agreement between the EU and the United Arab Emirates on 
the short-stay visa waiver (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming LIBE meeting: 
– 15-16 July 2015 

 

Find the list of available meeting documents here. 

15 July 2015, 15:00 – 17:00 
 EU Agency for law enforcement training (Cepol) 
 Use of Passenger Name Record data (EU PNR) 

16 July 2015, 09:00 – 09:30 
 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing provisional 

measures in the area of international protection for the 
benefit of Italy and Greece 

http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/doclibrary/corporate/eurojust%20Annual%20Reports/Annual%20Report%202014/Annual-Report-2014-EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/libe/libe_8leg_meetinglist.htm
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Implementation of the Solidarity Clause (Tuesday, 16 June 
2015) jointly with SEDE 

The Solidarity Clause, introduced by 
Article 222 of the Lisbon Treaty, aims 
at enabling the Union and its Member 
States to act jointly in the face of 
disasters, emergencies, crises or 
terrorist attacks and to provide 
assistance to one another. On 24 June 
2014, the Council adopted a Decision 
on the arrangements for the 
implementation by the Union of the 
solidarity clause (2014/415/EU). 
 
This hearing looked at the practical 
implementation of the Solidarity 

Clause, including the set-up and actual use of the arrangements set 
out in the 2014 Council Decision regarding the invocation of the 
solidarity clause, the response arrangements at Union level and 
Union-level threat assessments. Furthermore, the Hearing looked at 
the way ahead and what further steps could be taken to implement 
the Solidarity Clause in order to better jointly address the threats 
posed by terrorist attacks and natural or man-made disasters. 
 

Visa Package (Wednesday, 17 June 2015) 
The Visa package consists of two 
legislative proposals, namely the 
proposal for a Regulation on the Union 
Code on Visas (COM(2014) 164) 
amending the Visa Code currently in 
force and the proposal for a Regulation 
establishing a touring visa (COM(2014) 
163), a completely new type of visa. 
The package also contains a report 
about the implementation of the 
current Visa Code in force as required 
by it (COM(2014) 165). 
 
With this hearing the LIBE Committee seeked the input of experts for 
its further works in order to formulate an adequate response of the 
Committee to the Commission's proposals. Both proposals will have a 
significant impact on the work of consulates but also on visa 
applicants as well as on EU citizens - be it as business partners, family 
members or others, therefore it is crucial for the LIBE Committee to 
hear from stakeholders and concerned parties. The hearing therefore 
complemented the mission to Istanbul with a series of visits to 
consulates as well as an external service provider which took place on 
9-10 April this year. More information including the programme and 
the link to the video are available here. 

Trade agreements and data flows: Safeguarding the EU 
data protection standards (Tuesday, 16 June 2015) jointly 
with INTA 
The LIBE Committee co-organised with 
the INTA Committee a joint public 
hearing on Trade agreements and data 
flows: Safeguarding the EU data 
protection standards.  
 
Several trade negotiations and trade 
agreements including services (TTIP, 
TISA, CETA) touch upon areas that have 
an impact on data flows between the EU 
and the partner country (e.g. financial 
services, telecommunications). 
 
To which extent do these negotiations 
respect the EU's acquis on data privacy? What are the views of our 
trading partners on these issues? Which offensive and defensive 
interests are at stake? Those issues were tackled by renowned experts 
during the two panel discussions. 
 

Anti-semitism, islamophobia and hate speech in Europe 
(Monday, 29 June) 
In the aftermath of the tragic events in Paris, Copenhagen and 
Brussels at the beginning of this year, the European Union is faced 
with worrying trends of discrimination and violence against Jewish 
and Muslim communities. 

Such discrimination is contrary to the 
values, enshrined in Article 2 of the 
Treaty on European Union: respect 
for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law 
and respect for human rights, 
including persons belonging to 
minorities. 

The EU should use all the available 
tools, in cooperation with the 
Member States, to prevent and 
combat all forms of racism, 
intolerance and discrimination. In 
this context a reflection on hate 
speech against Jewish and Muslim 

communities or individuals is also necessary. 
 
The hearing provided the opportunity for an exchange of views with 
experts, civil society organisations and different stakeholders to gain 
insight into the nature of these phenomena.  

Public hearings in June: 
 Visa Package 

 Trade agreements and data flows: Safeguarding the EU data protection 
standards (jointly with INTA) 

 The implementation of the Solidarity Clause (jointly with SEDE) 

 Anti-semitism, islamophobia and hate speech in Europe 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150615CHE00031
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150615CHE00031
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150617CHE00192
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150616CHE94766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150616CHE94766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150616CHE94766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150629CHE00197
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Severe labour exploitation in the EU 
FRA launched the report from its ‘Severe 
labour exploitation in the EU’ project at a 
high-level event at the Council of the EU on 2 

June in Brussels. The event was being jointly organised by FRA, and the 
General Secretariat and Latvian Presidency of the Council of the EU. The 
project looks at criminal exploitation of the workers moving within or to 
the European Union. It has collected information on the nature of and 
responses to severe forms of labour exploitation from 21 Member States 
across the EU. High-level policy makers and practitioners will discuss the 
research findings with a view to explore what can be done by the EU and 
Member States to tackle the various criminal forms of labour exploitation 
that is taking place in the EU today. 
 

UN Disability Convention: A driver for EU change 
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 
has helped advance the rights of people with disabilities across the EU. A 
new Focus paper by the EU Agency of Fundamental Rights outlines how. 
“The UN’s Disability Convention marks a significant departure in how 
people with disabilities are viewed,” says FRA interim Director 
Constantinos Manolopoulos. “It has helped alter the thinking of EU 
and national policy makers. While much remains to be done to 
change the daily lives of many people with disabilities, the EU and its 
Member States are making steps in the right direction.”  
 

The rights of intersex people are too often overlooked 
Often the fundamental rights of intersex people are not respected as they 
remain largely unrecognised in European societies. The mainstream 
approach, which recognises people as either male or female, impacts 
on law and policy, finds the latest research from the EU Agency for 
Fundamental Rights. The results, presented in a new FRA Focus paper, 
show that there is a need to review laws and practices across the EU 
that can result in discrimination, and violations to the physical and 
psychological integrity of intersex people especially when young. 
 
“The rights of intersex people have been largely overlooked by policy 
makers and legislators across the EU over the years,” says FRA interim 
Director Constantinos Manolopoulos. “FRA’s work points to some of 
the urgent challenges that need addressing to break down the 
discriminatory barriers that persist and to alleviate the unnecessary 
suffering from medical interventions.”  
 

"Justice needs to be more child-friendly", finds FRA 
"Each year hundreds of thousands of children across the EU are 
involved in legal proceedings. Justice systems need to do more to 
cater to the needs of these children", finds a report report from the 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA). Making justice 
more child-friendly is in the best interests of the child, improves child 
protection and their meaningful participation in judicial proceedings. 
“We cannot allow children to be confused or stressed when they 
participate in judicial proceedings,” says FRA’s interim Director 
Constantinos Manolopoulos. 
“The EU and its Member States have an obligation to ensure that child 
rights are respected and fulfilled. This is especially the case for judicial 
proceedings. Member States should also ensure that the Council of 
Europe guidelines on child-friendly justice are applied in daily practice 
by everyone involved.” The findings of the report were presented in a 
joint event with UNICEF at the European Parliament on 3 June at the 
EP Intergroup on the rights of the child on the margins of the 9

th
 

European Forum on the Rights of the Child. 

Overview on forced return monitoring systems across the EU 
FRA has recently published an overview table of the state-of-play of 
forced return monitoring systems across all 28 EU Member States. 
Under the EU Return Directive, Member States must provide an 
effective forced-return monitoring system for those third-country 
nationals ordered to leave the EU because they do not or no longer 
fulfil the conditions for entry and/or stay. 
 
The table shows that nine states have no operational systems yet, even 
after the deadline for transposing the directive into national law passed 
four years ago, and in one additional Member State the monitoring is 
carried out by an entity belonging to the branch of government 
responsible for returns. FRA will regularly update its state-of-play-table. 

*** 
 

26 June: International Day against 
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
Every year the EMCDDA welcomes the 
Ambassadors accredited to Lisbon as 

well as high-level representatives of the Portuguese authorities to a 
reception held at the EMCDDA premises to mark the International Day 
against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. On this day, the EMCDDA 
launched a publication from its series "EMCDDA papers”, which address 
policy and other issues in a short and straightforward way. 
 
The publication “Drug policy and the city in Europe” takes a look at drug 
problems and the responses to them at the city level around Europe. The 
study addresses four areas: urban spaces and drug use, responses to 
city-level drug problems, city-level drugs strategies, and the 
coordination and funding of city-level policies. It provides a means for 
policymakers and professionals in the drugs field to take stock of what is 
currently happening in some of Europe’s main cities. 
 

European Drug Summer School 2015 
The fourth European drugs summer school (EDSS) took place in Lisbon 
from 29 June–10 July. Entitled “Illicit drugs in Europe: demand, supply 
and public policies”, the initiative is organised by the University Institute 
of Lisbon (ISCTE–IUL) and the EMCDDA, with the support of the US 
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA). EMCDDA scientific experts and 
ISCTE–IUL professors, along with leading academics, guest speakers and 
policymakers, will prepare participants to meet the complex policy 
challenges in this field. ‘Keynote lectures’, a prominent feature of the 
summer school, will be continued in 2015. 
 
Speakers included: Prof. Robert West (University College London and 
Editor-in-chief of the journal Addiction), Dr Owen Bowden-Jones 
(Honorary Senior Lecturer at Imperial College) and Dr João Goulão 
(Director of Portugal’s General-Directorate for Intervention on Addictive 
Behaviours and Dependencies/SICAD). 
 
Week 1 of the summer school focused on ‘Monitoring the problem’ and 
featured lectures on: problem drug use; drug supply in Europe; and 
detecting new drugs. Week 2 was dedicated to ‘Hitting a moving target’, 
with lectures on: broadening the scope (addictive behaviours and 
dependencies); international drug policy; and the analysis of best 
practice as a means to enable decision-making. Students will look at the 
Portuguese drug policy as a case study. 
 
Some 25 students have enrolled for the course from the EU Member 
States, Ghana, India and the USA. 

Latest news from JHA Agencies 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/severe-labour-exploitation
http://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2015/how-address-severe-forms-labour-exploitation/programme
https://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2015/un-disability-convention-driver-eu-change
https://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2015/rights-intersex-people-are-too-often-overlooked
http://fra.europa.eu/en/about-fra/structure/director
https://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2015/justice-needs-be-more-child-friendly-finds-fra
https://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-migration-borders/forced-return
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/emcdda-papers/drug-policy-and-the-city
http://www.drugsummerschool.cies.iscte-iul.pt/np4/home
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Smart borders 
The Executive Director of eu-LISA, Krum 

Garkov, was present at the hearing on the Visa Package at the European 
Parliament Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs on 
Wednesday, 17 June. He gave an overview of the rollout of the VIS in the 
different regions (regions 17-23) during 2015. The VIS will be launched in 
November 2015 for the last remaining regions, i.e. regions 21 (Andorra, 
Holy See, Monaco, San Marino), 22 (Ireland and the UK) and 23 
(Schengen Member States). No technical difficulties, either at the 
central system or at the national levels are expected. 

*** 
 

European Day for Border Guards  
Frontex organised the European Day for 

Border Guards on 21 May. More than 900 persons participated. This 
included border guards from the EU but also from the associated 
Schengen states. The meeting this year marked 10 years of Frontex, 20 
years of opening the borders under the Schengen agreement and 30 
years of the signing of the first Schengen agreement. Commissioner 
Avramopoulos gave the opening speech in which he gave an overview of 
the European agenda on migration. He showed support for a European 
system of border guards. 
 
There were 4 panel discussions. The first concentrated on 30 years of 
Schengen - was it worth it?.The second panel discussed the way children 
were treated at the border, while the third discussed the future 
passengers traffic. The last panel was a discussion between the different 
JHA agencies on the way forward in the cooperation with Frontex. The 
Frontex executive director concluded the meeting pointing at the need 
for cooperation between Frontex and law enforcement. 

*** 
 

Seminar on International protection and EU 
acquis on asylum for Moroccan MPs 
Within the framework of EASO’s external action 
project entitled Promoting the participation of 
Jordan in the work of EASO as well as the 

participation of Morocco and Tunisia in the work of EASO and 
FRONTEX, and in the context of the upcoming discussion in Morocco’s 
Parliament on their new law on asylum, experts from Belgium and the 
Netherlands delivered a seminar on International Protection law and on 
European acquis on asylum to Moroccan Members of Parliament (MPs). 
 
Moreover, the seminar brought together representatives from three 
countries, Jordan, Tunisia and Morocco, to share information and 
expertise on the situation of asylum and international protection law in 
the region and the Moroccan inter-ministerial sub-commission on 
asylum – body responsible for compiling the draft law on asylum 
presented to Parliamentary voting – gave an overview of the draft law as 
presented for Parliament’s voting. 
 

Practical guide on identification of persons with special needs 
The development of the practical tool on identification of persons with 
special needs is an important quality project which EASO is working on 
in 2015. Following the need expressed by Member States to prioritise 
this development, the process started in September 2014. EASO, 
together with experts from Member States, and with valuable input 
from the European Commission, UNHCR and the European Council 
on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE), embarked upon the development 
of a tool that would address the issue of identification of persons 
with special procedural and/or reception needs in a comprehensive, 
yet practical, way. The tool will be designed as a web-based 
interactive solution, allowing for the individual identification of the 
potential special needs of the asylum applicant.  

2014 Report on the Situation of Asylum in the European Union  
On 8 June, EASO launched its Annual Report on the Situation of Asylum 
in the European Union 2014. The report aims to provide a 
comprehensive overview of the situation of asylum in the EU+ (EU 
Member States plus Norway and Switzerland) by examining requests for 
international protection to the EU, analysing application and decision 
data, and focusing on some of the most important countries of origin of 
applicants for international protection. 

*** 
 

European Data Protection Supervisor  
On 2 July 2015, the EDPS presented his Annual 
Report 2014 to the LIBE Committee and to the 
press. 2014 was a year of transition for the EDPS, 

marked by the delayed selection and appointment of a new Supervisor 
and Assistant Supervisor. Despite the resulting uncertainty, the EDPS 
continued to make significant progress in mainstreaming data 
protection in EU policymaking. The Annual Report 2014 reviews the 
activities of the European Data Protection Supervisor and his focus on 
increasing the capacity of EU bodies for accountable data processing 
and for more proactive integration of data protection rules and 
principles in policy making. In addition to prior checks of processing 
operations and inspections, and numerous Opinions and comments on 
policy initiatives, including comments on the ongoing data protection 
reforms, they have published several key guidance documents 
addressing, for example, data subjects rights, data transfers and data 
protection in financial services regulation.The EDPS' priorities for 2015, 
as part of the five year strategy published in March 2015 is to work more 
closely than ever with national data protection authorities as well as the 
Parliament and Member States, so that the EU speaks with one voice, 
credible and consistent, to uphold the rights and interests of the 
individual in an ever more globalised and digitalised society. To this end, 
the adoption of the data protection reform will be a significant milestone 
for Europe and an important message to the rest of the world. 

*** 
 

Tactical and strategic meeting on terrorism  
For the third consecutive year, Eurojust has put the 
considerable and growing threat of returning foreign 
fighters at the top of its counter-terrorism agenda, 
and held tactical and strategic meetings on 24 and 25 
June, chaired by Ms Michèle Coninsx, President of 

Eurojust, National Member for Belgium and Chair of its Counter-
Terrorism Team. Attending the meetings were the Eurojust National 
Correspondents for Terrorism, high-level counter-terrorism prosecution 
experts from the Member States, representatives from the national 
authorities of the Member States and third States, representatives from 
the European Commission, the Council of the European Union, Europol, 
INTERPOL and Frontex. 
Topics on the tactical meeting’s agenda were the criminal justice 
response to foreign fighters in the European Union, enhanced judicial 
cooperation with third States in foreign fighter cases, and challenges 
and lessons learned from prosecutions of foreign fighters. Animated 
discussions took place on the adequacy of the legal framework, 
gathering and admissibility of e-evidence, and exchange of information. 
Presentations on the prosecution of foreign fighters in Member States 
and third States were delivered by senior prosecutors to provide a 
national perspective. On the second day, three workshops dealt with a 
case scenario. The tactical meeting was followed directly on 25 June by 
the 11th annual strategic meeting of the EU National Correspondents for 
Terrorism. Representatives from the European Commission made a 
presentation on the European Agenda on Security, and highlighted the 
importance of the involvement of Eurojust in initiatives at EU level. The 
presentation was followed by a panel discussion on developments in the 
national and EU legal framework on terrorism. 

https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/EASO-Annual-Report-2014.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/EASO-Annual-Report-2014.pdf
https://secure.edps.europa.eu/EDPSWEB/webdav/site/mySite/shared/Documents/EDPS/Publications/Annualreport/2014/EDPS_Annual_Report_2014_Web_EN.pdf
https://secure.edps.europa.eu/EDPSWEB/webdav/site/mySite/shared/Documents/EDPS/Publications/Annualreport/2014/EDPS_Annual_Report_2014_Web_EN.pdf
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European ministers adopt new 
legal standards for tackling 
foreign terrorist fighters  
 

On 19 May 2015, during the 125
th

 
Session of the Committee of 
Ministers, the Foreign ministers 
from the Member States of the 
Council of Europe adopted the 
first set of legally-binding 
international standards to help 
tackle "foreign terrorist fighters".  
 
The measures take the form of 
an additional protocol to the 
Council of Europe's convention 
on the prevention of terrorism, 
which has so far been signed by 
44 of the organisation's 47 
member states. 
 
The protocol will require countries to outlaw various actions 
including intentionally taking part in terrorist groups, receiving 
terrorism training or travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism. 
It also provides for a round-the-clock network of national contact 
points to rapidly exchange information. 
 
Participants at the meeting also adopted a political declaration 
and a three-year action plan on the fight against violent 
extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism. The action plan 
sets out a series of Council of Europe-led measures to help tackle 
radicalisation, including in schools, prisons and on the internet. 
 

 
18 November to be marked as European Day against Sexual 
Abuse of Children 
 

On 12 May, the Committee 
of Ministers of the 47-
member Council of Europe 
took a decision to establish 
18

th
 November as a new 

European Day on the 
Protection of Children 
against Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual 
Abuse. Sexual abuse and 
sexual exploitation of 
children, a particularly 
vulnerable group of 

society, constitute serious violations of their rights and tend to 
have a long-lasting and detrimental effect on their entire lives. 
 

The objective of the European Day will be to raise awareness of 
such crimes and of the need to prevent such acts, to promote the 
ratification and implementation of the Lanzarote Convention 
(the Council of Europe Convention on Protection of Children 
against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse) requires by the 
member States of the Council of Europe, as well as to prevent the 
stigmatisation of victims. 
 

Urgent measures to combat judicial corruption 

The Legal Affairs and Human Rights Committee in the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe adopted on 19 
May a report on Judicial corruption (Rapporteur: Kimmo Sasi 
(Finland, EPP/CD)). 
 
According to the Committee, corruption among judges undermines 
the foundations of the rule of law, severely impedes the protection 
of human rights and, public trust in the integrity of the judiciary 
continues to be very low in a number of Member States. 
 
The adopted text invites Member States to implement fully and 
in a timely manner all relevant recommendations of the organs 
and monitoring bodies of the Council of Europe, in particular 
those of the Group of States against corruption (GRECO).  

            News from the Council of Europe 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CM/PV(2015)125add1&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=app&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CM(2015)74&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=final&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CM(2015)74&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=addfinal&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/standardsetting/children/default_en.asp
http://website-pace.net/documents/10643/1264407/EPROVJudicialCorruption19052015_EN.pdf/1e034e5a-dc9a-4512-a039-790de54deb11
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Q: Why did you choose, already in the past legislative term, to 
become a member of the LIBE Committee? 

A: LIBE is in my view the most highly 
political committee. In this mandate it 
has developed into the political 
battlefield of the EU, since so many 
contagious issues belong to us: 
Schengen, free movement, migration 
and asylum, Europol, PNR, fundamental 
rights, rule of law etc. In LIBE, we debate 
with each other! Sometimes quite 
dramatically - but still we speak to each 

other and always greet each other in the corridors. In that 
respect, LIBE is a unique committee in the EP and I am happy and 
proud to be the ALDE coordinator in it. 
 
Q: You have been active also as a Member of the Committee on 
Legal Affairs and of the Committee on Petitions, the latter of 
which you are currently chairing. How do you share your time 
between these, and what interactions do you see in your work? 
A: Actually a lot of interactions, just ask Claude (our LIBE 
chairman) and you will know! In the CCC for example, we support 
each other and even sometimes speak on behalf of the other 
committee. We have a great and unusual cooperation between 
us, Claude and I.. I also have a wonderful team both in LIBE and in 
PETI, what makes my work joyful even if it is sometimes 
extremely time consuming and tough. 
 
Last mandate, I was the ALDE coordinator in JURI, which I liked 
very much. JURI is much more technical, so now I have a good 
experience of both, which is very useful for me now when I am 
the committee chair in PETI and try my outmost to improve the 
performing and increasing the impact of it in this house.  
 
Q: In your opinion, what are the main challenges that the 
Union is facing in the field of Justice and Civil Liberties? 
A: The tragic situation with 2000 dead persons in the 
Mediterranean only this year is the number one challenge we 
have and must find a sustainable solution for. We are still only 
in May and I am afraid that the numbers of drowned persons 
will by far increase the horrifying figure of last year, where 
almost 3500 persons lost their lives in the water. 
 
The second challenge we have is that the EU, which was founded 
on values and principles, is deteriorating when it comes to 
protecting its commitment to guaranteeing fundamental rights 
and freedoms for its citizens. We need to make sure that 
countries live up to their commitments and comply with the 
Copenhagen criteria that they committed to when applying for 
membership in the EU.  

Hungary is an example that must be named and shamed for its 
most recent proposals: re-introducing the death penalty and 
sending out a severely discriminatory questionnaire to all citizens 
above the age of 18. This is simply not acceptable and in breach 
with the values upon which this union was built. 

 
Q: Would you have any advice for the Members of the LIBE 
Committee who were elected and joined LIBE in 2014? 
A: No, but I think that my own motto could serve well for every 
politician: Keep your head cool, your heart warm and your hands 
clean! 

 
Q: What is the part of your work as LIBE Coordinator that you 
enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less about 
being a Coordinator? 
A: I enjoy the cooperation and I am convinced that all colleagues 
are as committed as myself to achieve the maximum for the EU 
citizens- it is only the ways forward and the methods that differs. 

 
If you respect, and even like, each other on a personal level it is so 
much easier to find compromises at the end. I myself like the 
negotiations a lot. 

 
On a more personal note... 

 
Q: Do your obligations as MEP and LIBE Coordinator leave you 
some free time for reading? What book would we find on your 
bedside table these days?  
A: Always the Bible, always one or two contemporary novels, 
right now Patrick Modiano, in French! I also have a couple of 
classical novels and a lot of poetry on my desk, in my bag during 
my many flights and on my bedside table.  

 
And I have an empty notebook for my own thoughts and ideas, 
ready to write something when I wake up at night or in the early 
morning and when I travel. 

 
Q: Have you got the time to enjoy the city of Brussels from 
time to time, would you share with us your favourite corner of 
the town or something you like doing when you are here? 
A: The Ascension holidays were the first time ever that I spent 
several free days in Brussels and I liked it a lot!  

 
I saw the Chagall retrospective, followed the Queen Elisabeth 
competition and enjoyed La Monnaie where I saw Un ballo di 
Maschera by Verdi.  

 
Next time I'll try to see Mons and maybe some other cities in 
Belgium- and take a loooong walk in Bois de la Cambre! 

A chat with... 

Cecilia Wikström, ALDE Coordinator 
 
In this issue we are continuing our round of talks with LIBE Coordinators with Cecilia Wikström (ALDE, SE). Ms Wikström has 
been a Member of LIBE since 2009 and she became one of the LIBE Coordinators in 2014.  



LIBE NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 10 - 14 JULY 2015 12 

 

 

LIBE Members 

  Full Members              (as of 14.07.2015 - updates available here)     Substitute Members  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Europe of Nations and Freedom 
(ENF) 

BECKER Heinz K. (AT) 
BONI Michał (PL) 
DATI Rachida (FR) 
DÍAZ DE MERA GARCÍA CONSUEGRA Agustín (ES) 
ENGEL Frank (LU) 
GABRIEL Mariya (BG) 
GÁL Kinga (HU) (1

st
 Vice-Chair) 

HOHLMEIER Monika (DE) 
HORTEFEUX Brice (FR) 
KUDRYCKA Barbara (PL) (4

th
 Vice-Chair) 

MACOVEI Monica Luisa (RO) 
MATERA Barbara (IT) 
METSOLA Roberta (MT) 
MUSSOLINI Alessandra (IT) 
NAGY József (SK) 
SÓGOR Csaba (RO) 
UNGUREANU Traian (RO) 
ZDECHOVSKÝ Tomáš (CZ) 
 

CHINNICI Caterina (IT)  
FAJON Tanja (SI)  
FLAŠÍKOVÁ BEŇOVÁ Monika (SK) 
GOMES Ana (PT) 
GUILLAUME Sylvie (FR)  
IOTOVA Iliana (BG) (2

nd
 Vice-Chair)  

KAUFMANN Sylvia-Yvonne (DE)  
KYENGE Kashetu (IT) 
LAURISTIN Marju (EE) 
MORAES Claude (UK) (Chair) 
NIEDERMÜLLER Péter (HU)  
POST Soraya (SE) 
SIPPEL Birgit (DE) 
WEIDENHOLZER Josef (AT) 
 

HALLA-AHO Jussi (FI) 
KIRKHOPE Timothy (UK) 
ŠKRIPEK Branislav (SK) 
STEVENS Helga (BE) 
VON STORCH Beatrix (DE) 
TOMAŠEVSKI Valdemar (LT)  
 

GRIESBECK Nathalie (FR) 
HYUSMENOVA Filiz (BG) 
IN 'T VELD Sophia (NL) 
MICHEL Louis (BE) 
WIKSTRÖM Cecilia (SE) 
 

ANDERSON Martina (UK) 
BJÖRK Malin (SE) 
ERNST Cornelia (DE) 
VERGIAT Marie-Christine (FR) 
 

ALBRECHT Jan Philipp (DE) (3
rd

 Vice-Chair) 
JOLY Eva (FR) 
SARGENTINI Judith (NL) 
VALERO Bodil (SE) 
 

BATTEN Gerard (UK) 
CORRAO Ignazio (IT) 
FERRARA Laura (IT) 
WINBERG Kristina (SE) 

FONTANA Lorenzo (IT) 
MAEIJER Vicky (NL) 
VILIMSKY Harald (AT) 

cLÓPEZ AGUILAR Juan Fernando (ES)  
VOIGT Udo (DE) 

BOCSKOR Andrea (HU) 
COELHO Carlos (PT) 

CORAZZA BILDT Anna Maria (SE) 
CSÁKY Pál (SK) 

FLORENZ Karl-Heinz (DE) 
JIMÉNEZ-BECERRIL BARRIO Teresa (ES) 

KALINOWSKI Jarosław (PL) 
LENAERS Jeroen (NL) 

MELO Nuno (PT) 
MORANO Nadine (FR) 

PABRIKS Artis (LV) 
POGLIESE Salvatore Domenico (IT) 

RADEV Emil (BG) 
SARVAMAA Petri (FI) 

ŠTĚTINA Jaromír (CZ) 
THUN UND HOHENSTEIN Róża Gräfin von (PL) 

VOSS Axel (DE) 
VOZEMBERG Elissavet (GR) 

 

BAYET Hugues (BE) 
BLINKEVIČIŪTĖ Vilija (LT) 

DALLI Miriam (MT) 
DRĂGHICI Damian (RO) 

HEDH Anna (SE) 
KAMMEREVERT Petra (DE) 

KYRKOS Miltiadis (GR) 
MAMIKINS Andrejs (LV) 

MORGANO Luigi (IT) 
PAVEL Emilian (RO) 

PIRI Kati (NL) 
REVAULT D'ALLONNES BONNEFOY Christine (FR) 

SCHLEIN Elly (IT) 
VIOTTI Daniele (IT) 

 

DALTON Daniel (UK) 
JUREK Marek (PL) 

TOMAŠIĆ Ruža (HR) 
UJAZDOWSKI Kazimierz Michał (PL) 

VISTISEN Anders Primdahl (DK)  
 

 

DEPREZ Gérard (BE) 
JEŽEK Petr (CZ) 

MLINAR Angelika (AT) 
PAGAZAURTUNDÚA RUIZ Maite (ES) 

PETERSEN Morten Helveg (DK) 
 

ALBIOL GUZMÁN Marina (ES) 
CHRYSOGONOS Kostas (GR) 

DE JONG Dennis (NL) 
SPINELLI Barbara (IT) 

 

KELLER Ska (DE) 
LAMBERT Jean (UK) 

LUNACEK Ulrike (AT) 
TERRICABRAS Josep-Maria (ES) 

 

AGEA Laura (IT) 
BERGERON Joëlle (FR) 

JAMES Diane (GB) 
 

ATKINSON Janice (GB) 
LEBRETON Gilles (FR) 

LE PEN Marine (FR) 

SYNADINOS Eleftherios (GR) 
NI 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/members.html#menuzone
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Contact: libe-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Head of Unit:  

         Antoine CAHEN  
        Administrators: 

  Mila ASSENOVA    

  David CHICO ZAMANILLO    

  José Manuel DE FRUTOS GOMEZ    

  Anže ERBEŽNIK      

  Katrin HUBER    

  Gerrit HUYBREGHTS   

  Peter IDE-KOSTIC    

  Claudine JACOB     

  Kristiina MILT     

  Gai OREN     

  Danai PAPADOPOULOU   

  Rosa RAFFAELLI    

  Amparo RUEDA BUESO   

  Nicolas STRAUCH      

  Patricia VAN DE PEER   

  Michael VANFLETEREN 

 

        Assistants: 

  Petra GÖTZ     

  Angela HRINCESCU   

  Ulrike LEHMANN     

  Nessa CULLIMORE    

  Nicolas DAVID    

  Vita GRIFITA     

  Michela LUCCHINI    

  Kelly MATHIOUDAKI-KOTSOMYTI  

  Eva PICKMANN     

  Pauline PLEITINX     

  Carmen PUERTAS     

  Mariann SZAKÀL     

  Gesthimani TENGELIDOU 
 
Trainees: 

  Chiara BOEYNAEMS   

  Francesco BATTISTOTTI   
 

 

Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
DG Internal Policies 

LIBE Secretariat 
Square de Meeûs Building - 8

th
 floor 

B-1047 Brussels 
 

Email: libe-secretariat@ep.europa.eu 
Website: www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html 

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/EP_Justice 

 
Closure date of the current issue 

14 July 2015 
 

Newsletter subscription 
If you wish to receive this newsletter, please send an e-mail to libe-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu with the subject 'newsletter'. 

 
Legal Disclaimer 

The content herein is drafted by the LIBE Secretariat and is provided for general information purposes only. 
The newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The LIBE Secretariat does not necessarily 

endorse the views expressed on these websites. 
Pictures: © European Union 
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