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Words by the Chair  
At the beginning  of July I attended the Justice and Home Affairs 
informal Council meeting. It served as a great opportunity for the 
European Parliament and Council to exchange views on a solution 
to the challenges faced. It is clear that the EU as a whole is not 
coordinating and responding with a serious and cohesive plan to 
manage the reception and redistribution of migrants arriving both 
through the Mediterranean and now increasingly across land 
borders. The refugee crisis in Europe has exacerbated over the 

summer, 2015 is now on its way to being the deadliest year for migration on record. 

The Commission announced proposals in July 2015 to upgrade emergency relocation, refugee 
resettlement and search and rescue plans and capacity. On 9 September President Juncker 
presented a second migration package which we will debate in LIBE on 22 September. EU 
Member States are now dealing with the consequences of an initial inadequate response. The 
European Parliament has consistently called for a common lasting EU solution to the refugee 
crisis, deciding in December 2014 to launch a strategic report assessing all migration-related EU 
policies and highlighted with the endorsement of establishing an EU relocation and resettlement 
mechanism. The Commission has also offered solutions to the refugee crisis, it is now up to 
Member States to stop diluting these solutions and agree to the plans outlined. 

The next few weeks are crucial for the EU, the meeting of the EU's Interior Ministers on 14 
September served as an opportunity for the EU to offer an organised and compassionate 
response. However, yet again, Member States failed to make the tough decisions. In contrast, the 
European Parliament has shown that it is ready to engage in a constructive dialogue with the 
Council highlighted in the quick response to proposals to relocate 120,000 asylum-seekers within 
the EU. Last 17 September MEPs overwhelmingly voted in favour of these proposals. The 
extraordinary European Council on 23 September serves as an opportunity for Member States to 
finally match the ambitions of both European Parliament and the Commission and show 
solidarity in response to the biggest refugee crisis since World War II in Europe. 

It is time for a comprehensive plan to ensure that the scenes we see around Europe's borders are 
brought under control. We need genuine policies to care for refugees, express  solidarity between 
Member States, to implement policies dealing with the causes of the refugee flows, and also 
think about legal routes and humanitarian visas for asylum seekers which would be one antidote 

to the growth in human trafficking and smuggling.                                                                      Claude MORAES 

Chair's agenda 
 29

th
-30

th
 September: Conference on "Investing in an Open and Secure Europe"  

Following the decision of the Commission to adopt a new agenda on migration and an agenda on 
security, this conference hosted by DG Home will offer a great opportunity to discuss and outline 
the role of the Home Affairs Funds in order to ensure better implementation within Member 
States. I will be participating together with a range of relevant actors including representatives 
from Member States, international organisations as well as civil society.  

 1
st

-2
nd

 October:  1st Annual Colloquium on Fundamental Rights 

This colloquium on tolerance and respect for preventing and combating anti-Semitic and anti-
Muslim hatred in Europe will serve as a great opportunity for me to provide an update on the 
work of the LIBE committee in this area following the hearing on hate-speech, anti-Semitism and 
Islamophobia in Europe (see also p.10). 

 

Highlight of the month 
European response to migration 
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Highlights of the last LIBE meetings 
Learn what was discussed on 15-16 July, 3 and 14-15 
September 
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Upcoming LIBE Meetings  
See an overview of the main items on the agenda of 
the LIBE meetings of 22-23 September, and 1 October 
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Public hearings 
Read more on the public hearings held in September 
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LIBE missions to Italy 
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Latest news from JHA agencies 
Find the latest information concerning their work 
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Commission and Council 
activities in the field of JHA 
Get to know more about their latest news 
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A chat with... 
Cornelia Ernst, GUE/NGL Coordinator 
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On 16 July 2015 the LIBE Committee approved the Ska Keller's 
report on a proposal for a Council Decision to relocate to other 
Member States 40,000 asylum seekers from Italy and Greece 
over the next two years.  
 
From 22 to 24 July a joint LIBE-BUDG delegation visited Sicily 
to study and discuss how to address the migratory pressures 
that the region is facing from a budgetary perspective. The 
delegation visited reception centres, met with local and 
government officials, representatives from FRONTEX and 
EASO as well as representatives of relevant NGOs. 
 

MEP Iliana Iotova, co-chair of the delegation on behalf of the LIBE 
Committee at C.P.S.A. (First aid and reception centre) of Pozzallo in 
southern Sicily during the EP delegation visit on 23 July 2015.  

On 3 September LIBE adopted its opinion on the 2016 Budget 
(Rap.  for opinion: Péter Niedermüller, S&D) on the tabled 
budgetary amendments. The Committee adopted budgetary 
amendments increasing commitment appropriations within its 
field of responsibility by around 105 Mio. € compared to the 
Commission's draft budget. 
 
The biggest increase of 78.5 Mio. € was adopted for the 
Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF). Increased 
appropriations were also voted for all eight agencies. In 
addition, the Committee voted for more staff for Frontex, 
Europol, EASO and Eurojust. 
 
The Committee supported a total of six pilot projects and 
preparatory actions in particular the creation of the function of 
European Coast guard

1
.  

_____________________________________________________ 
1. The other pilot projects are: Funding for the rehabilitation of victims of torture; 
PublicAccess.eu: Online platform for the proactive publication of EU institutions’ 
unclassified documents; EU institutions’ encrypted electronic communications; 
Europe of diversities; and Capacity-building for Roma civil society and 
strengthening their involvement in the monitoring of National Roma Integration 
Strategies). 

The Committee also voted to split the current two budget lines 
of the AMIF into five based on the four objectives of the fund 
and the new relocation mechanism. Also the Frontex budget 
line was split into two, with one budget line being proposed for 
the Triton and Poseidon joint operations.  
 
The vote on the opinion about the mobilisation of the 
flexibility instrument for the provisional measures in the area 
of international protection for the benefit of Italy and Greece 
took place on 15 September to adjust the opinion to the result 
of the vote of 3 September. 

*** 
 

In a special meeting on 7 September in Strasbourg the 
Committee held an exchange of views on the Council general 
approach on the temporary relocation mechanism (on the 
basis of a letter of the Council of 30 July 2015). 
 
The Keller report was adopted by the Plenary on 9 September 
(with a vote of 498 in favour, 158 against and 37 abstentions) in 
the context of a mere consultation of Parliament on the basis of 
Article 78(3) TFEU. It stresses the binding nature of the quota, 
and considers this exercise to be a test case for the legislative 
proposal, issued by the Commission on 9 September 
establishing a permanent crisis relocation mechanism. This 
permanent mechanism will be negotiated with the EP under the 
ordinary legislative procedure. When adopting the Keller report 
the Parliament enhanced the role of the applicants' preferences 
in the relocation procedure as well as the preferences of the 
relocating Member 
States. Members 
stressed the need for 
provisions on substantial 
information to the 
applicants and a regular 
re-assessment of the 
flows and trends.  

 
On 9 September the 
President of the Com-
mission, Jean-Claude 
Juncker, announced in his 
State of the Union speech 
in Strasbourg an 
additional package of 
measures, complementing 
the Spring European 
Migration Agenda. 

Highlight of the month: 
 

European Parliament's response to migration and refugees 
 
How has the European Parliament been dealing with the migration issue and refugees over the last weeks and what is it coming next in the 
following weeks? 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0306+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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 During the plenary sitting in September the Parliament also 
held a debate on the refugee crisis debate and adopted a 
resolution. 
 
On 14 September the Justice and Home Affairs Council met to 
discuss migration issues. No agreement was found on the 
temporary relocation mechanism for 120.000 people in Italy, 
Greece and Hungary (see also p.11). 
 
The day after LIBE Coordinators held a special  meeting and 
heard a debriefing by the Luxembourg Permanent 
Representative, Mr Christian Braun, on the 14

th
 September 

special JHA Council on Migration. 
 
The same day a joint LIBE/AFET/DROI meeting took place and 
in the context of the strategic own-initiative report on 
migration (Rapporteurs: Roberta Metsola (EPP) and Cécile 
Kyenge (S&D)) and representatives of Parliaments of the 
Southern part of the Mediterranean (see also p.11). 

 
Also on 15 September 2015 LIBE adopted its opinion on the 
proposal for a decision of the EP and of the Council on the 
mobilisation of the flexibility instrument for the provisional 
measures in the area of international protection for the benefit 
of Italy and Greece (Rap.  for opinion: Péter Niedermüller, S&D). 
 
The total budgetary impact of the first Commission proposal 
for relocation amounts to 240 Mio. €. As the remaining margin 
under the multiannual financial framework 2014-2020 was not 
sufficient the Commission presented at the end of May this 
proposal to use the so called flexibility instrument in order to 
finance part of the expenditure for the new mechanism. This is 
the first time that the Commission proposes to use the 
flexibility instrument for the area of freedom, security and 
justice. 
 
A compromise, prepared after the vote on the budgetary 
amendments, foresees the use of the flexibility instrument by 
an amount of 229 Mio. € (instead of 123 Mio. € as proposed by 
the Commission) to be able to finance the increase of some 
105 Mio. €, as it is the result of the vote on the budgetary 
amendments of LIBE. 
 
On 17 September in plenary in Brussels the Parliament voted 
its opinion under an urgent procedure: the emergency 

proposal to relocate 120,000 asylum seekers from Italy, Greece 
and Hungary among EU Member States was backed by 
Parliament. The first temporary emergency rules for relocating 
an initial 40,000 over two years from Italy and Greece had been 
approved by Parliament on 9 September. Parliament’s backing 
in record time of the European Commission’s 9 September 
proposal to relocate 120,000 asylum seekers sent a clear signal 
to EU Home Affairs ministers, who are to meet again on 
Tuesday 22 September, that it is high time to act and finally 
agree on this second emergency scheme. 

*** 
 

A LIBE delegation on a search and rescue operation was 
organised on 17-18 September in Lampedusa, Italy.  The 
mission took place in the framework of the strategic own-
initiative report on the situation in the Mediterranean and the 
need for a holistic approach to migration (co-rap: Roberta 
Metsola, EPP, and Kashetu Kyenge, S&D). This mission aimed 
to deepen MEPs' knowledge of the ways in which search and 
rescue operations are carried out at sea.  
 
As part of this visit, the MEPs visited the Bergamini Fregate, a 
Search and Rescue unit of the Italian Marina, and the Phoenix, 
the private Search and Rescue boat of the Migrant Offshore 
Aid Station (MOAS). While assisting at the disembarcation of 
two coastal units with rescued migrants, they met 
representatives of international NGOs and organisations 
working with the reception facilities in Lampedusa. 

The LIBE delegation in Lampedusa.  
 

On 22 September LIBE will dedicate a special session to the 
presentation of the second Commission migration package of 
measures announced in plenary on 9 September. 
 
An interparliamentary committee meeting with EU national 
parliaments will be held on 23 September (see also p.9). 
 
As already mentioned, a special JHA Council will take place on 
migration issues on 22 September. It will be followed by a 
special meeting of the European Council the day after. 
 
On 13 October the LIBE Committee will hold an exchange of 
views with the Committee on European Affairs of the French 
Assemblée Nationale on migration. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0317+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150915CHE00021
https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/39a977eb-ca49-42f8-9b35-76deee09dee6/Programme_Interparliamentary_meeting_migration.pdf
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15-16 July 2015, Brussels 

 Priorities of the Luxembourg Presidency of the Council 
of the EU in the area of Justice and Home Affairs 

Migration, fighting terrorism and organised crime and 
revamping EU data protection rules will be the Presidency’s key 
priorities, ministers Étienne Schneider (Internal Security), Jean 
Asselborn (Immigration and Asylum) and Félix Braz (Justice) 
said. The Presidency aims to conclude talks on new rules on 
third country students and researchers coming to the EU, 
European police cooperation, EUROPOL and data protection. It 
also expects to come close to completing negotiations on 
legislation to protect unaccompanied minors and hopes soon to 
begin talks with MEPs on the EU PNR proposals. 

Replying to MEPs' questions, the ministers assured them that 
Member States will share "best practices" on integration 
policies with countries that do not usually receive migrants. 

They stressed that the Presidency will look at preventive 
measures, and not just corrective ones, against radicalisation, 
and said that the Council would look into the 2014 court 
annulment of the data retention directive, since it is "not 
acceptable to have 28 national systems".  

 

 The prevention of radicalisation and recruitment of 
European citizens by terrorist organisations                
(Rap: Rachida Dati, EPP)   

On 17 June, Ms DATI presented her draft report. A total of 662 
amendments have been tabled to the text which deals with a 
very important and complex topic that has been debated a lot 
over the last months by policy makers on local, national and 
European level. The debate focused on the necessity to have a 
clear definition of the concept of 'foreign fighters', the risk of 
stigmatisation of the Muslim community and the necessity to 
develop powerful counter-narratives. LIBE Members will vote 
on the text on 12/13 October. 

 

 EU Agency for law enforcement training (Cepol)       
(Rap: Kinga Gál, EPP)   

Following the confirmation by the Council of the agreement to 
adopt the draft Regulation as amended (letter dated 29 June 
2015), LIBE Members adopted Ms Gal's report on the draft 
Regulation by 47 votes in favour, 7 against and 5 abstentions. 

 Question for written answer to the Commission of 12 
March 2015 on money spent on Frontex in Spain by 
Marina Albiol Guzmán   

A Commission representative came to present to the LIBE 
Members the evaluation results of four joint operations from 
FRONTEX and Spanish authorities. MEPs considered that the 
reports lack transparency on the use of EU funds and those 
objectives were not fulfilled as operations did not respect the 
Treaties and the Charter of Fundamental rights. 

 

Items adopted during this meeting: 

 Use of Passenger Name Record data (EU PNR)                     
(Rap: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR) 

 EU Agency for law enforcement training (Cepol)                       
(Rap: Kinga Gál, EPP)  

 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing provisional 
measures in the area of international protection for the 
benefit of Italy and Greece (Rap: Ska Keller, Greens) 

 

*** 

3 September 2015, Brussels 

 Safe use of remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS), com-
monly known as unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), in the 
field of civil aviation  (Rap. for opinion: Soraya Post, S&D) 

On 3 September, the LIBE Members voted a report on the Safe 
use of remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS) in the field of 
civil aviation (e.g. drones).  While recognising the benefits of 
RPAS, the LIBE opinion stressed their significant risks and 
potentially intrusive uses in the area of privacy and personal 
data protection. Issues regarding use by law enforcement or by 
natural persons as well as rules on safety and security of RPAS 
were also part of the Opinion sent to the TRAN Committee 
which voted on its report on 15 September. 

 

 Joint debate on common visa policy  

The LIBE Committee held an exchange of views with different 
representatives of the DG Home Affairs. Article 218(10) of the 
TFEU provides that the EP "be immediately and fully informed 
at all stages of the procedure" leading towards an international 
agreement. Under this legal base, the LIBE Committee has 
periodically devoted a session to follow these issues. 

The main issues covered during this meeting included a 
Commission report assessing the situation of non-reciprocity with 
certain third countries, a report on the Post-Visa Liberalisation 
Monitoring for the Western Balkan Countries and others different 
reports concerning on-going work towards further visa liberalisation 
with Georgia and Ukraine. Finally, the Commission reported on the 
state of play of the short-stay visa liberalisation process with Peru 
and Colombia after the agreements were initialled last 10 June 2015 
on the margins of the EU-CELAC Summit in Brussels. The 
Commission informed that the signature of the two agreements is 

Highlights of the last LIBE Meetings 
 

The full agenda, the documents and the webstreaming of the meetings are available here. 

 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?committee=LIBE
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expected to take place before the end of the year. The consent of 
the EP is needed for these agreements to enter into force. 

As for the non-reciprocity, the Commission reported on the 
notifications of non-reciprocity situations received from 5 
Member States (Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Poland and Romania) 
related to 5 third countries (Australia, Brunei Darussalam, 
Canada, Japan and the United States). 

 

Items adopted during this meeting: 

 Safe use of remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS), 
commonly known as unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), in the 
field of civil aviation (Rap. for opinion: Soraya Post, S&D) 

 General budget of the European Union for the financial year 
2016 - all sections (Rap. for opinion: Péter Niedermüller, S&D) 

 Repealing certain acts in the Area of Freedom Security and 
Justice, and the field of police cooperation and judicial 
cooperation in criminal matters (Rap: Claude Moraes, S&D. 
 

*** 

14-15 September 2015, Brussels 

 Join debate on short-stay visa waiver agreements    
(Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

The Rapporteur presented the draft reports on short-stay visa 
waiver agreements with 9 countries:   5 Caribbean nations, 3 Asian 
Pacific states and the United Arab Emirates, which provide for visa-
free travel for the citizens of the EU and for the citizens of these 9 
countries when travelling for a maximum period of 90 days in any 
180-day period.  The EP has been informed on the provisional 
application of these agreements since its signature. The vote will 
take place at the LIBE Committee meeting next 12-13 October. 

 

 Visa package 

 The draft reports on the review of the Visa Code (Rap: Juan 
Fernando López Aguilar, S&D) and on the creation of the 
Touring Visa (Rap: Brice Hortefeux, EPP) were presented. The 
deadline for amendments is on 25 September at midday. 

 

 Frontex 

Frontex presented the first report on the practical application 
of Regulation 656/2014, regarding the rules of surveillance of 
the external sea borders during Frontex operations. 

The committee also had an exchange of views with the Executive 
Director on the Frontex cooperation with third countries. 

 

 Petition 2801/2013 - Spanish Security Law  

The LIBE members debated concerns over the new Spanish 
Security Law with the European Commission. This law entered 
into force on 1 July 2015 together with the reforms of the 
Criminal Code. 

 Access for consultation of the Visa Information System 
(VIS) by designated authorities of Member States and by 
Europol for the purposes of the prevention, detection 
and investigation of terrorist offences and of other 
serious criminal offences (Rap: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR) 

Presentation of the proposal by the Council and consideration 
of the draft report. 

 

 EU-US agreement on the protection of personal data 
when transferred and processed for law enforcement 
purposes (EU-US "umbrella agreement") 

Presentation by Paraskevi Michou, Acting Director-General, 
DG JUST, European Commission of the agreement as initialled 
by the chief negotiators on 7 September 2015 (see also p.10). 

 

 Smart borders 

Krum Garkov, Executive Director of eu-LISA presented the 
Interim Report on the technical conclusions of the Smart 
Borders pilot project. Tests have been going on at 18 sites 
looking at 11 types of tests. In the meantime, tests at 9 of those 
sites have been finalised. There were positive reactions by 
travellers as well as by border guards. The first preliminary 
results indicated positive experiences with certain biometric 
identifiers while other biometric technologies do not seem to be 
mature enough at this point (e.g. use of iris recognition for 
passengers in cars, in a moving train or in low light conditions). 
The final report is due by the end of November. 

 

 Joint debate on automated data exchange with regard to 
dactyloscopic data (Rap: Monika Flasikova Benova, S&D) 

Presentation by the Council Presidency regarding Sweden, 
Belgium and Poland. 

 

 Joint debate on subjecting new psychoactive substances 
to control measures 

Presentation by the Council and the Commission and 
consideration of four draft reports on the implementing 
decision to control measures (Rap: Michał Boni, EPP and 
Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio, EPP). 

 

Items adopted during this meeting: 

 Proposal for a decision of the EP and of the Council on 
the mobilisation of the flexibility instrument for the 
provisional measures in the area of international 
protection for the benefit of Italy and Greece (Rap.  for 
opinion: Péter Niedermüller, S&D) 

 Oral question to the Commission as a follow-up to the 
LIBE hearing on anti-Semitism, islamophobia and hate 
speech in Europe on 29 June 2015 

 

LIBE-related items adopted during the last plenary sittings: 

 Proposal for a Council Decision establishing provisional measures in the area of international protection for the benefit of Italy and Greece

 European Parliament resolution of 10 September 2015 on migration and refugees in Europe 

 European Parliament resolution of 8 September 2015 on the situation of fundamental rights in the European Union (2013-2014)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/libe/libe_20150305_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0306+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0317+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0286+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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22-23 September 2015, Brussels, room JAN 4Q2 

 Joint debate on the second package of proposals on the 
European Agenda for Migration 

Presentation by the Commission  and exchange of views on 
this second package which includes: 

- Crisis relocation mechanism, amending the Dublin Regulation 
establishing criteria determining the Member State responsible 
for examining an application for international protection lodged 
in one of the Member States by a third country national or a 
stateless person (Rap: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR); 

- Establishing an EU common list of safe countries of origin for 
the purposes of common procedures for granting and 
withdrawing international protection (Rap: tbc (S&D); 

- a Communication on Public Procurement rules in connection 
with the current asylum crisis; 

- a Joint Communication on Addressing the Refugee Crisis in 
Europe: The Role of EU External Action; 

- a Communication on an Action Plan on return; 

- Draft Commission recommendation establishing a "Return 
Handbook" to be used by Member States’ competent authorities 
when carrying out return related tasks; 

-Draft Commission Communication on "A Trust Fund for 
Africa" (DEVCO expect in LIBE). 

An exchange of views is also scheduled about the situation at 
the internal borders within the Schengen area. 

 

 Report on the implementation of the EU Framework for 
National Roma Integration Strategies 2015 

On 22 September, the Commission will present to LIBE 
Members its Report on the implementation of the EU 
Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies 2015. 
The report reviews the progress made by Member states in 
different aspects of Roma integration. 

 

 European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction (EMCDDA) 

Exchange of views with 
Alexis Goosdeel, 
candidate selected by the 
EMCDDA Management 
Board for the appointment as EMCDDA Director (see also p.9). 

 

 Towards a Digital Single Market Act                                
(Rap: Michal Boni, EPP) 

Presentation by the Commission and exchange of views. 

 

 Joint debate on automated data exchange with regard 
to dactyloscopic data                                                              
(Rap: Monika Flasikova Benova, S&D) 

Consideration of the draft reports regarding Sweden, Belgium 
and Poland, decision on deadline for tabling amendments. 

 

 Question for written answer to the Commission of27 
February 2015 on unaccompanied minors in the EU by 
Nathalie Griesbeck and Cecilia Wikström 

Exchange of views pursuant to Rule 130(4) of the EP Rules of 
Procedure. 

Upcoming LIBE meetings: 
– 22-23 September 2015 
– 1 October 2015 

 
 
 

Find the list of available meeting documents here. 
 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/libe/libe_8leg_meetinglist.htm
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 Question for written answer to the Commission of 17 
April 2015 on Muslims drown Christians en route to Italy 
by Vicky Maeijer ;  

Exchange of views pursuant to Rule 130(4) of the EP Rules of 
Procedure. 

 

 Question for written answer to the Commission of 28 
April 2015 on National consultation on immigration and 
terrorism in Hungary by Sophia in 't Veld, Louis Michel 
and Jean-Marie Cavada.  

Exchange of views pursuant to Rule 130(4) of the EP Rules of 
Procedure. 

 

 Country Reports for the Study on Member States' 
Policies for Children with Disabilities 

Presentation of a study by Marta Ballesteros, Principal Legal 
and Policy Advisor and Nathalie Meurens, Legal Advisor, Milieu 
Ltd. (Milieu Law & Policy Consulting). 

 

Items to be voted during this meeting: 

 

 Implementing decisions to control measures on subjecting: 

- 4-methylamphetamine (Rap: Michał Boni, EPP); 

- 5-(2-aminopropyl)indole (Rap: Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio, EPP); 

- 4-iodo-2,5-dimethoxy-N-(2-methoxybenzyl)phenethylamine 
(25I-NBOMe), 3,4-dichloro-N-[[1-(dimethylamino)cyclohexyl] 
methyl]benzamide (AH-7921), 3,4-methylenedioxypyrovalerone 
(MDPV) and 2-(3-methoxyphenyl)-2-(ethylamino)cyclohexanone 
(methoxetamine) (Rap: Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio, EPP); 

- 4-methyl-5-(4-methylphenyl)-4,5-dihydrooxazol-2-amine (4,4'-
DMAR) and 1 cyclohexyl-4-(1,2-diphenylethyl)piperazine (MT-45) 
(Rap: Michał Boni, EPP). 
 

 Questions for ral answer to the Commission and the 
Council on the Follow up to the European Parliament 
Resolution of 12 March 2014 on 
the electronic mass surveillance 
of EU citizens         (Rap: Claude 
Moraes, S&D) 

 

1 October 2015, Brussels, room PHS 3C050 

 

First overview (points to be confirmed): 

 Presentation of the state of play of ongoing trilogue 
negotiations on: 

- The conditions of entry and residence of third-country nationals 
for the purposes of research, studies, pupil exchange, 
remunerated and unremunerated training, voluntary service and 
au pairing (recast) (Rap: Cecilia Wikström, ALDE) 

- Legal aid for suspects or accused persons deprived of liberty and 
legal aid in European arrest warrant proceedings                                     
(Rap: Dennis de Jong, GUE/NGL) 

- Protection of individuals with regard to the processing of 
personal data, and the free movement of such data (General 
Data Protection Regulation) (Rap: Jan Philipp Albrecht, Greens) 

- Procedural safeguards for children suspected or accused in 
criminal proceedings (Rap: Caterina Chinnici, S&D) 

 

 Report on recommendations to the European Commission 
on the negotiations for the Trade in Services Agreements 
(TiSA)  (Rap: Jan Philipp Albrecht, Greens) 

Presentation of a draft opinion and setting deadline for 
amendments. 

 

 Joint debate on automated data exchange with regard 
to dactyloscopic data in Sweden, Belgium and Poland 

Consideration of amendments 

 

Items to be voted during this meeting (tbc): 
 

 Access for consultation of the Visa Information System 
(VIS) by designated authorities of Member States and by 
Europol for the purposes of the prevention, detection and 
investigation of terrorist offences and of other serious 
criminal offences (Rap: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR) 

 

 Adoption of a preference list of 
candidates for the EMCDDA Management 
Board (members and substitutes) 

 
 

Wednesday, 23 September, 13.30 - 14.30 

Room: ASP 3G3 
 

EASO INFO DAY 

 

- General Presentation by Jean-Pierre Schembri, Spokesperson of Executive Office EASO 

 

- Contribution by an expert, Bieke Machiels, who participated in the EASO expert teams in Bulgaria and Cyprus                           
(FEDASIL, Belgian Federal Agency for the reception of asylum seekers) 
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• Respecting Human Rights in the context of migration flows in 
the Mediterranean jointly with AFET & DROI (15 September 2015)  

Measures to deal with 
the migration and 
refugee crisis as well as 
the situation in transit 
countries in the 
Mediterranean region 
were debated at a joint 
hearing held by the 
AFET, DROI and LIBE 
committees on 
Tuesday morning. 
MEPs expressed 

disappointment at the outcome of the Justice and Home Affairs 
Council meeting held the day before and urged EU to shoulder its 
responsibilities.  

The debate began with contributions from by Foreign Affairs 
Committee Chair Elmar Brok (EPP, DE), Justice and Home Affairs 
Committee Chair Claude Moraes (S&D, UK), EU foreign chief 
Federica Mogherini, Commissioner for migration Dimitris 
Avramopoulos, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
António Guterres and Human Rights Subcommittee Chair Elena 
Valenciano (S&D, ES) before members of the parliaments of 
Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia and Turkey as well as 
MEPs took the floor and voiced the views of their respective 
countries and political groups (see also p.2-3). 

• A holistic approach to migration (interparliamentary committee 
meeting) (Wednesday, 23 September 2015, room JAN 4Q2)  

The Commission has adopted, in 
May, its Communication “A 
European Agenda on Migration”, 
in which it announced the 
creation of hotspots, where 
relevant EU agencies would work 
on the ground with frontline 
Member States to swiftly 
identify, register and fingerprint 
incoming migrants. Hotspots are 
being set up in Italy and in 
Greece, and they are the platform 

from where the agreed relocation measures will be organised. 

In the framework of the strategic own-initiative report on the 
situation in the Mediterranean and the need for a holistic 
approach to migration (co-rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP, and 
Kashetu Kyenge, S&D), the LIBE Committee will host an Inter-
Parliamentary Committee Meeting to provide an opportunity for 
an in-depth discussion of the hotspots approach, together with 
the EU’s Justice and Home Affairs Agencies and the national 
Parliaments of all Member States. It will furthermore allow 
Members of the LIBE Committee to have a meaningful exchange 
of views with Members of National Parliaments on migration, 
asylum and border policies, to see how they are being discussed 
and dealt with at the national level (see also p.2-3).  

 

Further LIBE hearing scheduled: 
•     Alleged transportation and illegal detention of prisoners in European countries by the CIA (Tuesday, 13 October 2015) 

 

- LIBE/BUDG mission to Sicily, Italy (22-24 July) 

Immigrants waiting for identification at C.P.S.A. of Pozzallo, Sicily during the 
EP delegation visit on July 23, 2015 (see also p.2-3) 

- Mission on Search and rescue in the context of the strategic 
INI report on migration, Italy (17-18 September) 

Rescued migrants arriving in Lampedusa during the LIBE mission (see also p.2-3)
 

Further LIBE missions scheduled in September and October: 

 CIA secret detention fact finding mission, Romania (24-25 September) 

 A holistic approach to migration, Tunisia (12-14 October)

Public hearings in September 
 

 

LIBE missions on migration issues 
 
 

Antonio Guterres (UNHCR) and Dimitris 
Avramopoulos (EC Commissioner for Migration, 
Home Affairs and Citizenship) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150915CHE00021
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20150915CHE00021
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EMCDDA Management Board 
selects new Director 

Alexis Goosdeel (Belgium) was selected on 10 September to 
become the new Director of the EMCDDA. Following a public 
recruitment procedure, the agency’s Management Board, 
meeting in Lisbon, interviewed three candidates short-listed for 
the post in July by the European Commission. Mr Goosdeel was 
elected by over a two-thirds majority by secret ballot.  

Before being 
formally appointed 
by the Board, Mr 
Goosdeel will be 
required to make a 
statement before 
the European 
Parliament and to 
answer questions 
put by members of 
the LIBE Committee 
on 22 September 

2015 (see also p.6). 

Fifty-five-year-old Mr Goosdeel is expected to take up the post 
on 1 January 2016. He will succeed Wolfgang Götz (Germany), 
who has headed the agency, since 1 May 2005 and who will 
remain Director until the end of the year. 

Mr Goosdeel joined the EMCDDA in 1999 as a project manager 
working in the area of EU enlargement and international 
cooperation. Since 2005, he has been Head of the agency’s 
Reitox and international relations unit. In this capacity, he has 
played a central role in: coordinating a network of 30 national 
drug monitoring centres; preparing EU candidate and potential 
candidate countries for membership of the EMCDDA; preparing 
future cooperation with neighbouring countries to the EU; and 
nurturing relations with countries beyond the Union (Central 
Asia, Russia, Latin America). 

He has spent much of his 30-year career working in the field of 
public health at national, European and international level. He 
was one of the founders of Modus Vivendi, a Belgian NGO 
working in the area of harm reduction. Before joining the agency, 
Mr Goosdeel directed the Brussels-based Alizés, a European 
association working for development and cooperation in public 
health (1992–99). 

*** 

Conference on "The future tested: 
towards a smart borders reality" 

On 8 October eu-LISA will organise its annual conference. The 
agency will host a conference on "The future tested: towards a 
smart borders reality". Experts will discuss the evolution of 
border management and the technical solutions that are being 
developed. 

They will also look at possible long-term developments and 
discuss the state of the Smart Borders Pilot project. 

 

- Composition of the Frontex Consultative 
Forum on Fundamental Rights 

On 10 September the Frontex Management Board has decided 
on the composition of the Frontex Consultative Forum on 
Fundamental Rights for a new three-year term until 31 December 
2018. Nine civil society organisations were selected. These are:  

1. AIRE Centre; 

2. Amnesty International European Institutions (AI- EIO); 

3. Caritas Europa; 

4. Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME); 

5. European Council for Refugees and Exiles (ECRE); 

6. International Commission of Jurists (ICJ); 

7. Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS); 

8. Platform for International Cooperation on Undocumented 
Migrants (PICUM); 

9. Red Cross EU Office (RCEU). 

The Frontex Consultative Forum was created in 2012 to assist the 
Executive Director and the Management Board in fundamental 
rights matters offering recommendations on how Frontex can 
structurally improve the respect for Fundamental Rights in all its 
activities.  

 

- Greeks seize illegal guns on ship monitored by Frontex 

At the beginning of September the Greek coast guard seized illegal 
guns and ammunition on board of a ship (HADDAD 1) that had 
been monitored by Frontex as part of the Eurosur Fusion Services. 

The Frontex Executive Director has asked the Greek authorities 
for information regarding a shooting incident that took place on 
29 August on board of a yacht that resulted in the death of a 17-
year old migrant.  

During operation Poseidon a yacht tried to escape from a Latvian 
patrol vessel, finally trying to ram it. The yacht was stopped with 
the help of the Hellenic coast guard. When Greek officers 
boarded the yacht, they were attacked and one of them was 
injured. Shooting took place and after the incident an Iraqi minor 
was found dead. The Greek authorities have launched an 
investigation. 

*** 

- Annual Report on the Situation of Asylum in 
the European Union 2014 

EASO issued its Annual Report on the Situation 
of Asylum in the Union, which was presented 

by its Director in the LIBE meeting of 16 July.  

 

- "5 years of EASO and the CEAS: results & perspectives"  

To bid farewell to its first Executive Director, EASO is 
organising a full day general conference on 23 September in 
Malta with the theme: "5 years of EASO and the CEAS: results 
and perspectives. The programme can be consulted here.  

Latest news from JHA Agencies 

https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/EASO-Annual-Report-2014.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/easo-conference-5-years-of-easo-and-the-ceas-results-and-perspectives/
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The Council adopted a decision establishing provisional measures in 
the area of international protection for the benefit of Italy and 
Greece. This decision establishes a temporary and exceptional 
relocation mechanism over two years from those frontline Member 
States (MS) to other MS. It will apply to persons in clear need of 
international protection who have arrived or are arriving on the 
territory of those MS as from one month before the entering into 
force of the decision (which will be the day following its publication). 

Moreover, the main points of the Presidency conclusions are:  

1. to further develop resettlement possibilities, increase the support given 
to UNHCR to respond to the needs of refugees in camps, established 
close to their places of origin; and also increase the EU Regional Trust 
Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis significantly to provide immediate 
ad hoc support for Syria and the neighbouring countries;  

2. effective border control is imperative for the management of 
migration flows;  

3. to further strengthen ongoing operations, particularly the 
Frontex Joint Operations TRITON 2015 and POSEIDON 2015, as 

well as operation EUNAVFOR MED;  

4. to deploy without delay Frontex Rapid Border Interventions 
Teams to reinforce the response capacity of the EU at sensitive 
external borders;  

5. Greece should be supported in its efforts to strengthen the 
reception capacities, the asylum system and the management of the 
external borders, in full respect of human rights and safety 
requirements. Adequate financial resources should be made available; 

6. to further support the capacities of affected Western Balkan 
countries to manage their borders, receive and process flows of 
migrants, grant protection to those entitled to it and ensure the 
return of those who are not in need of international protection;  

7. to increase cooperation with Turkey, including in the area of 
border management and in the fight against smuggling and 
trafficking in human beings. 

Another JHA Council on migration will take place on 22 
September (see also p.3). 

Initialing of the EU-US umbrella agreement 

On 8 September 2015, the Commission informed on the initialing 
of EU-US international agreement on the protection of personal 
data when transferred and processed for the purpose of 
preventing, investigating, detecting or prosecuting criminal 
offences, including terrorism, in the framework of police and 
judicial cooperation in criminal matters (umbrella agreement). 

The initialing of this agreement follows the finalisation of the 
negotiations between the EU and the US. The objective of this 
agreement is to establish a comprehensive strong data 
protection framework setting out safeguards and protections in 
cases of exchanges of personal data between the EU-US for law 
enforcement cooperation. 

The agreement itself does not provide the legal basis for the 
processing and transfer of personal data in a specific case. The legal 
basis is to be found in the Union or bilateral agreements entered into 
with the US (e.g.  on the EU-US PNR Agreement) or Financial 
Payment Messages for law enforcement purposes (EU-US TFTP 
Agreement) and providing for the transfers of personal data.  

According to the Commission, the Agreement covers all personal data 
(such as names, addresses, criminal records) exchanged between the 
EU and the US for the purpose of prevention, detection, investigation 
and prosecution of criminal offences, including terrorism.  

The negotiations began officially on 29 March 2011 on the basis 
of a negotiating mandate given by the Council in December 2010. 

The Umbrella Agreement will be signed and formally concluded 
only after the US Judicial Redress Bill presented to the US 

Congress, granting judicial redress rights to EU citizens, will have 
been adopted. The Council, on the basis of a proposal by the 
Commission, shall adopt a decision authorising the signing of the 
Agreement. The decision concluding the Agreement will be 
adopted by the Council after obtaining the consent of the 
European Parliament. Jan Philip Albrecht (Greens) is the 
rapporteur for the LIBE Committee (see also p.5). 

 
1

st
 Colloquium on Fundamental Rights in the EU 

On 1-2 October 2015, First Vice President for Better Regulation, 
Interinstitutional Relations, the Rule of Law and the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights, Frans Timmermans, in cooperation with EU 
Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality, Věra 
Jourová, will host the 1

st
 Annual Colloquium on fundamental rights 

in the EU. 

The Colloquium will aim at improving mutual cooperation and 
greater political engagement for the promotion and protection of 
fundamental rights in Europe. It will seek to strengthen dialogue 
between the EU and international institutions, policy makers, 
academia and civil society, and deepen the understanding of 
challenges for fundamental rights on the ground. Another key 
objective will be the identification of gaps and achieving progress 
on topical fundamental rights issues. 

The EP President Martin Schulz and the LIBE Chair Claude Moraes 
will take part together with other high level participants from 
across the EU: national Ministers, representatives of leading NGOs 
and international institutions, MEPs and renowned academics and 
philosophers (see also p.1). 

Luxembourg Presidency of the Council: 

JHA Council meeting on 14 September 

 Latest Commission activities in the field of JHA 

http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11161-2015-INIT/en/pdf
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12002-2015-REV-1/en/pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5612_en.htm
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Q: Why did you choose, already in the past legislative 
term, to become a member of the LIBE Committee? 

A: When in the early 1990s, at the 
height of the wars in ex-
Yugoslavia, a heated and 
controversial debate took place in 
Germany about our asylum 
system. Unfortunately, in the end, 
strong limitations on the right to 
asylum were introduced in the 
constitution. That was the point 
when I finally decided to become 
involved in politics, I have been 

working on this topic ever since. 

 

Later, when I was a member of the state parliament of Saxony, 
a large scale scandal, the so-called “Sachsen-Sumpf” was 
investigated and major involvement of police and intelligence 
services was revealed. Those topics, asylum and how to control 
state authorities, have stuck with me ever since. So, becoming 
a member of LIBE was the obvious choice. 

 

Q: You have been active also as a Member of several 
Parliamentary delegations for relation with third 
countries, among which with Afghanistan, Iran, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. How do these parts of your work 
influence each other? 

A: In a way, these parts are two sides of the same medal. 
Working to improve the conditions for refugees in Europe is 
one thing, but it has to be complemented by work to 
improve conditions elsewhere. The struggle for human 
rights, in general and specifically for minorities and 
vulnerable people, is the linking element between my work 
in LIBE and the Parliamentary delegations. 

 

Q: In your opinion, what are the main challenges that the 
Union is facing in the field of Justice and Civil Liberties? 

A: Unfortunately, I am being reminded almost each morning 
when I watch the news. There is an ever increasing number 
of people dying at our borders and those who manage to 
cross it are left in misery on the streets or detained. 

 

And two years after Edward Snowden gave his first leaks to 
the press, new parts of the iceberg of modern mass 
surveillance are revealed, with practically not a single 
government in Europa willing to seriously tackle that giant 
scandal. When talking about legislative acts, there is no 

doubt that the trilogue on the data protection regulation 
that is expected to start soon is another major challenge.  

 

Q: Half of the Members of the LIBE Committee were 
elected in 2014. Do you have any advice for newer LIBE 
Members? 

A: We all know how LIBE is a committee with many passionate 
members, and that often makes it hard to reach your goals. 
That is why perseverance is important and not give up early. 

 

Then you have to reach out to other members and other 
groups, in most cases it is key to cooperate with others. Last 
but not least, you have to fight for what you stand for, don’t 
let yourself be sidelined or shut up. 

 

Q: What is the part of your work as LIBE Coordinator that 
you enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less 
about being a Coordinator? 

A: What I like most is the high degree of teamwork and 
collaboration that comes with that position. Working with 
the colleagues from my own group for a common position in 
LIBE and to bring forward our initiatives is always the best 
part, closely followed by collaboration with other groups, 
trying to find a majority of the centre-left groups against the 
conservative zeitgeist. 

 

On a more personal note... 

 

Q: Do your obligations as MEP and LIBE Coordinator leave 
you some free time for reading? What book would we find 
on your bedside table these days?  

A: It is not much, but I won’t complain. At the moment I am 
reading “Ostfriesenkiller” by Klaus-Peter Wolf, a crime 
novel. For all those who like stories of murder and 
detectives, this one is a must! 

 

Q: Have you got the time to enjoy the city of Brussels 
from time to time? Would you share with us your favourite 
corner of the town or something you like to do when you 
are here? 

A: It is not so much a particular corner of Brussels. I really 
adore the many art nouveau houses here. I also enjoy visiting 
museums and Brussels has plenty to offer albeit admittedly, 
time is always very short for this. That is why I spent my 
summer holidays this year in Belgium, visiting various places 
all over the country. 

A chat with... 

Cornelia ERNST, GUE/NGL Coordinator 
 
In this issue we are continuing our round of talks with LIBE Coordinators with Cornelia Ernst (GUE/NGL, DE). Ms Ernst has been a 
Member of LIBE since 2009 and she became one of the LIBE Coordinators in 2014.  
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ENF 
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BONI Michał (PL) 
DATI Rachida (FR) 
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ENGEL Frank (LU) 
GABRIEL Mariya (BG) 
GÁL Kinga (HU) (1

st
 Vice-Chair) 

HOHLMEIER Monika (DE) 
HORTEFEUX Brice (FR) 
KUDRYCKA Barbara (PL) (4

th
 Vice-Chair) 

MACOVEI Monica Luisa (RO) 
MATERA Barbara (IT) 
METSOLA Roberta (MT) 
MUSSOLINI Alessandra (IT) 
NAGY József (SK) 
SÓGOR Csaba (RO) 
UNGUREANU Traian (RO) 
ZDECHOVSKÝ Tomáš (CZ) 
 

CHINNICI Caterina (IT)  
FAJON Tanja (SI)  
FLAŠÍKOVÁ BEŇOVÁ Monika (SK) 
GOMES Ana (PT) 
GUILLAUME Sylvie (FR)  
IOTOVA Iliana (BG) (2

nd
 Vice-Chair)  

KAUFMANN Sylvia-Yvonne (DE)  
KYENGE Kashetu (IT) 
LAURISTIN Marju (EE) 
LÓPEZ AGUILAR Juan Fernando (ES)  
MORAES Claude (UK) (Chair) 
NIEDERMÜLLER Péter (HU)  
POST Soraya (SE) 
SIPPEL Birgit (DE) 
WEIDENHOLZER Josef (AT) 
 

HALLA-AHO Jussi (FI) 
KIRKHOPE Timothy (UK) 
ŠKRIPEK Branislav (SK) 
STEVENS Helga (BE) 
VON STORCH Beatrix (DE) 
TOMAŠEVSKI Valdemar (LT)  
 

GRIESBECK Nathalie (FR) 
HYUSMENOVA Filiz (BG) 
IN 'T VELD Sophia (NL) 
MICHEL Louis (BE) 
WIKSTRÖM Cecilia (SE) 
 

ANDERSON Martina (UK) 
BJÖRK Malin (SE) 
ERNST Cornelia (DE) 
VERGIAT Marie-Christine (FR) 
 

ALBRECHT Jan Philipp (DE) (3
rd

 Vice-Chair) 
JOLY Eva (FR) 
SARGENTINI Judith (NL) 
VALERO Bodil (SE) 
 

BATTEN Gerard (UK) 
CORRAO Ignazio (IT) 
FERRARA Laura (IT) 
WINBERG Kristina (SE) 

FONTANA Lorenzo (IT) 
MAEIJER Vicky (NL) 
VILIMSKY Harald (AT) 

VOIGT Udo (DE) 

BOCSKOR Andrea (HU) 
COELHO Carlos (PT) 

CORAZZA BILDT Anna Maria (SE) 
CSÁKY Pál (SK) 

FLORENZ Karl-Heinz (DE) 
JIMÉNEZ-BECERRIL BARRIO Teresa (ES) 

KALINOWSKI Jarosław (PL) 
LENAERS Jeroen (NL) 

MELO Nuno (PT) 
MORANO Nadine (FR) 

PABRIKS Artis (LV) 
POGLIESE Salvatore Domenico (IT) 

RADEV Emil (BG) 
SARVAMAA Petri (FI) 

ŠTĚTINA Jaromír (CZ) 
THUN UND HOHENSTEIN Róża Gräfin von (PL) 

VOSS Axel (DE) 
VOZEMBERG Elissavet (GR) 

 

BAYET Hugues (BE) 
BLINKEVIČIŪTĖ Vilija (LT) 

DALLI Miriam (MT) 
DRĂGHICI Damian (RO) 

GUTIÉRREZ PRIETO Sergio (ES) 
HEDH Anna (SE) 

KAMMEREVERT Petra (DE) 
KYRKOS Miltiadis (GR) 

MAMIKINS Andrejs (LV) 
MORGANO Luigi (IT) 

PAVEL Emilian (RO) 
PIRI Kati (NL) 

REVAULT D'ALLONNES BONNEFOY Christine (FR) 
SCHLEIN Elly (IT) 

VIOTTI Daniele (IT) 
 

DALTON Daniel (UK) 
JUREK Marek (PL) 

TOMAŠIĆ Ruža (HR) 
UJAZDOWSKI Kazimierz Michał (PL) 

VISTISEN Anders Primdahl (DK)  
 

 

DEPREZ Gérard (BE) 
JEŽEK Petr (CZ) 

MLINAR Angelika (AT) 
PAGAZAURTUNDÚA RUIZ Maite (ES) 

PETERSEN Morten Helveg (DK) 
 

ALBIOL GUZMÁN Marina (ES) 
CHRYSOGONOS Kostas (GR) 

DE JONG Dennis (NL) 
SPINELLI Barbara (IT) 

 

KELLER Ska (DE) 
LAMBERT Jean (UK) 

LUNACEK Ulrike (AT) 
TERRICABRAS Josep-Maria (ES) 

 

AGEA Laura (IT) 
BERGERON Joëlle (FR) 

JAMES Diane (GB) 
 

ATKINSON Janice (GB) 
LEBRETON Gilles (FR) 

LE PEN Marine (FR) 

GOLLNISCH Bruno (FR) 
SYNADINOS Eleftherios (GR) 

NI 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/members.html#menuzone
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