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Words by the Chair  
Following the announcement of the Commission's second package 
of the European Agenda on Migration, the LIBE committee held an 
extraordinary meeting to discuss the proposals which the 
Parliament will co-legislate on equal footing with the Council.  
These proposals include establishing a permanent relocation 
mechanism as well as a common list of safe countries of origin. 
Earlier this month, the LIBE committee also held a meeting with 
members from national parliaments from across the EU to discuss 

the EU's response to the crisis at national and local level. The meeting served as a great opportunity 
to discuss in detail “hotspots” and the experiences thus far of EU agencies in assisting Member 
States. The tough period is now, we can expect to see an increase in refugee flows before we are 
fully into the winter months. This is also a time when difficult decisions have to be taken to ensure 
the “hotspots” are fully implemented and the budget is made available for the very EU responses the 
Council has committed to. 

Also this month, the European Court of Justice delivered its ruling in the case regarding the transfer 
of EU citizens' data to the US by declaring the invalidity of the Safe Harbour agreement between the 
EU and US. This ruling echoes the long-standing calls of the European Parliament and the LIBE 
committee to suspend Safe Harbour agreement which does not provide enough protection to EU 
citizens particularly with regards to mass surveillance activities. I also echoed these concerns at the 
meeting of the Conference of Committee Chairs and College of Commissioners on 13 October 
during the plenary session in Strasbourg. It is important that the European Commission immediately 
responds to the ECJ ruling and put forward proposals to establish a stronger framework that fully 
comply with fundamental rights. 

Claude MORAES 

 

Chair's agenda 
 19

th
 October: Conference on "Criminal justice response to radicalisation"    

I am attending today the Commission's High Level Ministerial Conference on "Criminal justice 
response to radicalisation". The conference features a number of Justice Ministers from Member 
States as well as Justice Commissioner Věra Jourová and Migration and Home Affairs Commissioner 
Dimitris Avramopoulos to exchange views on effective interventions and management and 
sentencing practices to prevent the spread of radicalised ideas inside and outsides prisons across the 
EU. This serves as an excellent opportunity for the EU's key decision makers to meet and find 
practical solutions to strengthen the criminal justice sector as well as respond to complex and 
sensitive phenomena in the EU.  
  

 20
th

 October:  Keynote speech at UM @tlantic Series 2015 – 20th October 

Tomorrow I will attend and deliver a keynote speech at the UM @atlantic series hosted by 
Maastricht University. I will join fellow colleagues from LIBE as well as the European Data Protection 
Supervisor Giovanni Buttarelli, representatives from the European Commission, civil society and 
academia discussing current issues in the area of data protection, privacy, digital security and 
cybercrime. Given the recent ECJ judgement concerning Safe Harbour, this event serves as a crucial 
opportunity for key policymakers from both sides of the Atlantic to exchange views on similarities 
and differences in data protection policies. 

 

Highlight of the month 
The Commission Decision on the adequacy 
of the US Safe Harbour declared invalid. 
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Response on migration and refugees 
Follow-up to the previous newsletter. 
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Highlights of the last LIBE meetings 
Learn what was discussed on 22-23 September, 1st and 
12-13 October 2015. 
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Upcoming LIBE Meetings  
See an overview of the main items on the agenda of 
19 and 26 October. 
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Public hearings 
Read more on the public hearings held last weeks. 
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LIBE missions  
Get an overview of the fact finding mission held in 
Romania and the mission to Tunisia on migration. 
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Latest news from JHA agencies 
Find the latest information concerning their work 
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JHA Council meeting 
See what was discussed on 8-9 October. 
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Commission and Council of Europe 
activities in the field of JHA 
Get to know more about their latest news 
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A chat with... 
Judith Sargentini, Greens/ALE Coordinator 
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http://ec.europa.eu/justice/events/response-radicalisation-2015/files/agenda_high-level_conference_19_october.pdf
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The case was referred by the Irish High Court of Ireland in the 
proceedings between Max Schrems, an Austrian student using 
Facebook, and the Irish Data Protection Commissioner (DPA). 
Mr Schrems lodged a complaint with the Irish DPA regarding the 
fact that Facebook Ireland Ltd (‘Facebook Ireland’) transfers the 
personal data of its European users to Facebook Inc. in the USA 
and keeps it on servers located in that country. Facebook Inc. 
has self-certified its adherence to the US Safe Harbour 
established by the US Department of Commerce and declared 
by Commission Decision 520/2000 as providing an adequate 
level of protection within the meaning of Directive 95/46/EC.  
 

Mr Schrems asked the Irish DPA to exercise his statutory powers 
by prohibiting Facebook Ireland from transferring his personal 
data to the United States. Mr Schrems contended that US law 
does not ensure adequate protection of the personal data held 
in its territory against the surveillance activities that were 
engaged in there by the public authorities. The Irish DPA 
rejected the complaint alleging that the Commission has 
declared the US Safe Harbour ensuring an adequate level of 
protection and that it prevents him from examining the 
complaint. Mr Schrems made appeal of this decision to the Irish 
High Court which asked the European Court of Justice.  
 

In its judgment the Court holds that a Commission adequacy 
decision cannot eliminate or reduce the powers of national 
data protection authorities expressly accorded to them by the 
Charter (Article 8(3)) and the Data Protection Directive and 
which are required to act with complete independence. Even if 
the Commission has adopted an adequacy decision, the 
national data protection authorities must accept complaints 
from individual regarding the lawfulness of data transfers and 
must be able to examine them with complete independence. 
The Court however points out that it alone has exclusive 
jurisdiction to declare the invalidity of a Commission adequacy 
decision. Accordingly, where the national data protection 
authority is of the view that an adequacy decision is invalid, it 
or the person must be able to bring proceedings before 
national courts so that they may refer the case to the Court for 
final consideration. The Court refers to Articles 7, 8 and 47 of 
the Charter as well as the Data Protection Directive.  
 

The Court then examines the validity of the Commission Safe 
Harbour Decision. It states that Article 25 of Directive 95/46/EC 
implements the express obligation laid down in Article 8(1) of 
the Charter to protect personal data and, is intended to ensure 
that the high level of that protection continues where personal 
data is transferred to a third country. Although the terms 
"adequate level of protection" signifies that a third country cannot 
be required to ensure a level of protection identical to that 

guaranteed in the EU legal order, the Court has stressed that 
these terms must be understood as requiring  the third country in 
fact to ensure, by reason of its domestic law or its international 
commitments a level of protection of fundamental rights 
essentially equivalent to that guaranteed within the European 
Union by Directive 95/46/EC read in the light of the Charter.  
 

When assessing the level of protection afforded by a third 
country or a scheme, the Commission is obliged to assess the 
content of the applicable rules in that country according to the 
previous reasoning; also the Commission is required to check 
periodically whether the adequacy finding remains factually 
and legally justified. Such a check is required in any event 
when evidence gives rise to a doubt in that regard.  
 

On the basis of this reasoning, the Court proceeds to examine 
the Commission Safe Harbour Adequacy Decision. It points out 
that Safe Harbour principles are set aside by "national security, 
public interest or law enforcement requirements". This enables 
interference with fundamental rights and freedoms of EU data 
subjects whose personal data is or could be transferred to the 
US. The Commission did not show any finding regarding either 
the existence in US law of limits to such interference or the 
existence of effective legal protection against it (e.g. 
administrative of judicial means of redress). 
 

The Court noted that the Commission has found in 2013 that US 
authorities were able to access the personal data transferred from 
the EU to the US and further processed in a way incompatible 
with the purposes for which it has been transferred and that not 
legal means of redress is granted to EU citizens. The Court 
reminds that, under EU law, legislation permitting the public 
authorities to have access on a generalised basis to the content of 
electronic communications must be regarded as compromising 
the essence of the fundamental right to respect for private life, as 
guaranteed by Articles 7 and 47 of the Charter. However, the 
Commission did not state in the Safe Harbour Decision that the 
US in fact ensures a level of protection of fundamental rights 
essentially equivalent to that guaranteed in the EU legal order.  
 

Last, the Court also found that the Commission has exceed its 
implementing powers conferred on by Article 25(6) of Directive 
95/46/EC because it has restricted the powers of the national data 
protection authorities and denying them the power of examining 
complaints from individuals questioning the adequate level of 
protection declared by a Commission adequacy decision. 
 

The European Union Court of Justice’s ruling will be discussed 
with EC Commissioneer for Justice Věra Jourová during the 
LIBE meeting of 26 October. 

Highlight of the month: 
 

Commission Decision on the adequacy 
of the US Safe Harbour declared invalid  

 

On 6 October 2015, the European Court of Justice rendered its judgement in the Max Schrems case by which it declared the Commission Decision of 
26 July 2000 on the adequacy of the US Safe Harbour invalid. 
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Studies of the Policy Department on data protection: 
 

EU and US data protection law enforcement 

The study on the "Comparison between US and EU data 
protection legislation for law enforcement purposes" by 
Professor Dr. Franziska Boehm, University of Münster, Institute 
for Information, Telecommunication and Media Law, Germany, 
was issued on 8 October 2015. The study compares US and the 
EU legal frameworks on data protection in the field of law 
enforcement. It reviews US and EU principal legal sources of 
data protection legislation in the law enforcement and national 
security context and identifies rights available to individuals. It 
further considers newly introduced or proposed US laws such as 
the USA Freedom Act and the Draft Judicial Redress Act and 
reviews its compatibility with EU data protection standards. 

The study complements the study on “The US legal system on 
data protection in the field of law enforcement: Safeguards, 
rights and remedies for EU citizens” by Prof. Francesca 
Bignami, George Washington University Law School, 
Washington, DC, USA, published on 3 June 2015. 

 

Big data 

The study on "Big Data and smart devices and their impact 
on privacy", by Dr Gloria González Fuster, Research Professor 
at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), Dr Amandine 
Scherrer, European Studies Coordinator and Associate 
Researcher at the Centre d’Etudes sur les Conflits, Liberté et 
Sécurité (CCLS) , was published on 22 September 2015.  

The study focuses on the development of Big Data practices, 
smart devices and the Internet of Things (IoT) and the high 
degree of opacity of many contemporary data processing 
activities directly affects the right of the individuals to know 
what is being done with the data collected about them. This 
study argues that the promotion of a data driven economy 
should not underestimate the challenges raised for privacy 
and personal data protection and that strengthening the 
rights of digital citizens should be the main focus of the 
current debates around the current data protection reform 
process. 

  
The two studies will feed into the preparation of the LIBE report on the EU-US umbrella agreement on the exchange of information 
and data protection, for which the Parliament will give its consent under Art. 218 TFEU. They will also be presented during the 
LIBE meeting of 1

st
 December. 

The Commission’s proposal for emergency relocation of 
further 120,000 asylum seekers from Italy, Greece and 
Hungary among EU Member States, approved by plenary on 17 
September by urgent procedure, was finally adopted by 
qualified majority voting in Council on 23 September. 

LIBE is currently working on the Commission’s proposals for 
a permanent crisis relocation mechanism (Rap: Timothy 
Kirkhope, ECR) and for an EU common list of safe countries 
of origin (Rap: Sylvie Guillaume, S&D). Trilogues are 
ongoing on a legal migration instrument (Students and 
Researchers Directive); an amendment to the Dublin 
regulation, further to a Court ruling on unaccompanied 
minors, is under discussion. An evaluation and possible 
further changes to the Dublin Regulation are announced. 
More legislative proposals are expected before the end of 
the year in the framework of the implementation of the 
Commission European Agenda on Migration, in particular 
on border management and return. The Council and the 
European Council are meeting at an accelerated pace to 
deal with the manifold aspects of the situation. 

LIBE has to carry out its legislative role (mainly under co-
decision in these areas) but also to make sure that budgetary 
and operational means are made available on the ground, in 
particular to the relevant agencies (such as FRONTEX, EASO, 

EUROPOL) and to Member States (in particular under the 
AMIF fund). This is why LIBE has adopted opinions to the 
BUDG Committee on the 2016 Budget and on the use of the 
flexibility instrument in relation to the relocation files (Rap: 
Péter Niedermüller, S&D). A BUDG/LIBE delegation on 
migration matters visited Sicily in July, and a joint BUDG/LIBE 
meeting is envisaged. 

As requested by a plenary resolution LIBE is also working on 
the strategic report on the need for a holistic EU approach to 
migration (Co-Rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP & Kashetu Kyenge, 
S&D). The presentation of the strategic report is foreseen in 
December in LIBE for adoption early 2016. 

In this framework, several hearings took place, including a joint 
LIBE/AFET/DROI meeting on respecting human rights in the 
context of migration in the Mediterranean, an inter-
parliamentary committee meeting on the 'hotspots' and 
national and local approaches to migration. Videoconferences 
are being held with corresponding committees of national 
parliaments (a few days ago with the French National 
Assembly). LIBE missions were also sent to Italy on search and 
rescue operations in the Mediterranean and to Tunisia on 
cooperation with third countries. Regular exchanges with 
AFET and DEVE are key to dealing properly with the external 
dimension of the problems at stake.  

Follow-up: 

European Parliament's response to migration and refugees 
This is a follow-up of the last month’s “highlight of the month” on how the Parliament has been dealing with this issue. 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/536459/IPOL_STU(2015)536459_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/536455/IPOL_STU(2015)536455_EN.pdf
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22-23 September 2015, Brussels 

 Joint debate on the second package of proposals on the 
European Agenda for Migration 

Presentation by Laurent Muschel, Director at DG HOME  and 
exchange of views on this second package which included: 

- Crisis relocation mechanism, amending the Dublin 
Regulation establishing criteria determining the Member 
State responsible for examining an application for 
international protection lodged in one of the Member States 
by a third country national or a stateless person (Rap: 
Timothy Kirkhope, ECR); 

- Establishing an EU common list of safe countries of 
origin for the purposes of common procedures for granting 
and withdrawing international protection (Rap: Sylvie 
Guillaume (S&D); 

- a Communication on Public Procurement rules in 
connection with the current asylum crisis; 

- a Joint Communication on Addressing the Refugee Crisis in 
Europe: The Role of EU External Action; 

- a Communication on an Action Plan on return; 

- a Draft Commission recommendation establishing a "Return 
Handbook" to be used by Member States’ competent 
authorities when carrying out return related tasks; 

- a Draft Commission Communication on "A Trust Fund for 
Africa" (DEVCO expect in LIBE). 
 

 Report on the implementation of the EU Framework for 
National Roma Integration Strategies 2015 

On 22 September, the Commission presented its Report on the 
implementation of the EU Framework for National Roma 
Integration Strategies 2015. 

The report reviews the progress, made by Member States, in 
different aspects of Roma integration. 
 

 European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction (EMCDDA) 

Exchange of views with Alexis Goosdeel, candidate selected by 
the EMCDDA Management Board for the appointment as 
EMCDDA Director. 
 

 Towards a Digital Single Market Act                                 
(Rap: Michal Boni, EPP) 

Presentation by the Commission and exchange of views. 
 

 Country Reports for the Study on Member States' 
Policies for Children with Disabilities 

Presentation of a study by Marta Ballesteros, Principal Legal 
and Policy Advisor and Nathalie Meurens, Legal Advisor, Milieu 
Ltd. (Milieu Law & Policy Consulting). 

 

 Joint debate on the draft reports  regarding automated 
data exchange with regard to dactyloscopic data in 
Sweden, Belgium and Poland                                                
(Rap: Monika Flasikova Benova, S&D) 

Having regard to the Resolution of 10 October 2013 on 
strengthening cross-border law-enforcement cooperation in the 
EU the Rapporteur welcomed that for a growing group of 
Member States (Belgium, Poland and Sweden) the 
implementation of the so called ‘Prüm Decision’ (decision on the 
stepping up of cross-border cooperation, particularly in 
combating terrorism and cross-border crime) and the European 
Information Exchange Model, had become a regular tool in 
cross-border police cooperation and crime investigation as 
regards the automated searching of dactyloscopic data now.

Highlights of the last LIBE Meetings: 
 

22-23 September, 1st and 12-13 October 
 

The full agenda, the documents and the webstreaming of the meetings are available here. 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/com/com_com(2015)0299_/com_com(2015)0299_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/27_study_/27_study_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?committee=LIBE
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Items adopted during this meeting: 
 

 Implementing decisions to control measures on 
subjecting: 

- 4-methylamphetamine (Rap: Michał Boni, EPP);  

- 5-(2-aminopropyl)indole (Rap: Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio, EPP); 

- 25I-NBOMe, AH-7921, MDPV and methoxetamine           
(Rap: Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio, EPP); 

- 4,4'-DMAR and MT-45 (Rap: Michał Boni, EPP). 
 

 Questions for oral answer to the Commission and the 
Council on the Follow up to the European Parliament 
Resolution of 12 March 2014 on the electronic mass 
surveillance of EU citizens  (Rap: Claude Moraes, S&D) 

 
 

*** 

1 October 2015, Brussels,  

 LIBE mission on search and rescue to Italy, 17-18/09/2015 

The Head of Delegation, Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (EPP), presented 
the draft report of the mission. 

The members of the delegation visited the Bergamini frigate of the 
Italian Navy, where they were shown how search and rescue 
operations were carried out in practice and were briefed about the 
Italian operation Mare Sicuro, and the Phoenix vessel of the Migrant 
Offshore Aid Station, a private initiative to perform search and 
rescue in the Mediterranean. 

Furthermore, they assisted to a disembarkation operation in the 
Lampedusa harbour involving over 250 migrants rescued at sea and 
exchanged views with the major of Lampedusa. 
 

 Exchange of views about the situation at the internal 
borders within the Schengen area 

The Committee held an exchange of views with the 
Commission, regarding, in particular, the recent notifications 
of Germany, Austria and Slovenia to reintroduce border 
control at internal borders, in accordance with Article 25 of the 
Schengen Borders Code. 

The Commission considered that these reintroductions of controls 
at the internal borders were in line with the legal provisions as set 
out in the Schengen Border Code. 

 

 Further budgetary decisions in response to the 
migration situation 

The Commission presented two further budgetary decisions in 
response to the migration situation to further reinforce the 
2015 budget: the draft amending budget No.7 to the general 
budget 2015 "on Managing the refugee crisis: immediate 
budgetary measures under the European Agenda on 
Migration" (COM(2015) 485) and the proposal for a decision 
"on the Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument for 
immediate budgetary measures under the European Agenda 
on Migration" (COM(2015) 486). 

These proposals foresee the reinforcement of the emergency 
assistance provided under the Asylum, Integration and 
Migration Fund (AMIF) by EUR 80 million and the Internal 
Security Fund (ISF) Borders by EUR 20 million. 

Furthermore the proposals provide for 120 additional posts to 
increase the capacity of three agencies: 60 posts for Frontex, 30 for 
EASO and 30 for Europol for 2015. Further reinforcement is 
foreseen for a number of external measures as well (additional 
funding in commitments for the European Neighbourhood 
Instrument and additional payments for humanitarian aid). 

These two proposals follow the announcements of the 
Commission's Communication "Managing the refugee crisis: 
immediate operational, budgetary and legal measures under 
the European Agenda on Migration" (COM(2015)490).  

 

Items adopted during this meeting: 
 

 Draft report on the draft implementing decision fixing 
the date of effect of Decision 2008/633/JHA concerning the 
access for consultation of the Visa Information System 
(VIS) by designated authorities of Member States and by 
Europol for the purposes of the prevention, detection and 
investigation of terrorist offences and of other serious 
criminal offences (Rap: Timothy Kirkhope, ECR) 
 

*** 

12-13 October 2015, Brussels,  

 Judgment in Case C-362/14 "Maximillian Schrems v 
Data Protection Commissioner" 

Presentation by the EP Legal Service of the Ruling of the Court 
of 6 October ("Safe Harbour") (see also p.2). 

 

 Recommendations to the European Commission on the 
negotiations for the Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA) 
(Rap. for opinion: Jan Philipp Albrecht, Greens/ALE) 

Consideration of draft opinion and decision on setting a 
deadline for tabling amendments the 19

th
 October 2015, 12.00. 

 

 Uniform format for visas                                                       
(Rap: Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann, S&D) 

Presentation by the Commission. 

 

 Interoperability solutions for European public 
administrations, businesses and citizens (ISA2) 
Interoperability as a means for modernising the public 
sector (Rap. for the opinion: Jeroen Lenaers, EPP) 

Presentation of the state of play of trilogue negotiations as far 
as LIBE issues are concerned. 

 

 Annual Report 2014 on the Protection of the EU's 
Financial Interests - Fight against fraud                         
(Rap. for the opinion: Petr Ježek, ALDE) 

Consideration of draft opinion and decision on setting a deadline 
for tabling amendments the 11

th
 November 2015, 12.00.
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 Exchange of views with the Committee of European 
Affairs of the French National Assembly  

For the first time, a visioconference was held by the LIBE 
Committee with the corresponding committees of national 
parliaments. Migration and asylum were in the centre of the 
discussion. More videoconferences with EU national 
parliaments will take place in the future. 

 

Items adopted during this meeting: 

 Draft reports on Automated data exchange with regard 
to dactyloscopic data in Poland, Sweden and Belgium 
(Rap: Monika Flašíková Beňová, S&D) 

 List of persons eligible to be appointed as independent 
experts particularly knowledgeable in the field of drugs to 
the Management Board of the EMCDDA: Wolfgang Gotz 
and Tomas Zabransky 

 Motion for a resolution on the Follow-up to the European 
Parliament Resolution of 12 March 2014 on the electronic 
mass surveillance of EU citizens (Rap: Claude Moraes, S&D)

LIBE-related plenary resolution adopted during 
the last part-sessions (5-8 and 10 October): 

 

 ILO Forced Labour Convention:                                                  
judicial cooperation in criminal matters 

 Subjecting 4-methylamphetamine to control measures 

 Subjecting 5-(2-aminopropyl)indole to control measures 

 Subjecting 25I-NBOMe, AH-7921, MDPV and methoxetamine to 
control measures 

 Subjecting 4,4'-DMAR and MT-45 to control measures 

 Access for consultation of the Visa Information System (VIS) 
by Member States and Europol for the prevention, detection 
and investigation of terrorist offences and of other serious 
criminal offences 

 Mobilisation of the Flexibility Instrument for immediate 
budgetary measures under the European Agenda on Migration 

 Draft amending budget No 7/2015: Managing the refugee crisis: 
immediate budgetary measures under the European Agenda on 
Migration 

 

19 October 2015, Brussels, room JAN 6Q2 

 Joint debate on the Council decision on the signing, on 
behalf of the European Union, of the Council of Europe 
Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism (CETS No. 
196) and its Additional Protocol 

In May 2015 the Council of Europe adopted an additional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism 
related to the so-called "foreign fighters".  

This was a follow-up to the UN Security Council Resolution 2178. 
On 18 September 2015, the Council adopted a Decision 
authorising the signature, on behalf of the EU, of the 
Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism and its Protocol on 
foreign fighters. 

 The Commission will present an update to the Members of the 
Committee. 

 

 European Union Agency for Law Enforcement 
Cooperation and Training (Europol) and repeal of 
Decisions 2009/371/JHA and 2005/681/JHA 

Presentation of the state of play of trilogue negotiations 
(including the issue of the Internet Referral Unit) in the 
presence of the Presidency and the Commission. 

 Situation in the Mediterranean and the Need for a 
Holistic Approach to Migration                                             
(Co-rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP/Kashetu Kyenge, S&D) 

Consideration of a working document on tackling criminal 
smuggling, trafficking and labour exploitation of irregular 
migrants, presented by Roberta Metsola and Kashetu Kyenge. 

 

 Towards a Digital Single Market Act (Rap: Michal Boni, EPP) 

Consideration of a draft opinion and setting a deadline for 
amendments (26 October 2015, 12.00). 
 

Items to be voted during this meeting: 

 Draft report on “The prevention of radicalisation and 
recruitment of European citizens by terrorist 
organisations” (Rap: Rachida Dati, EPP) 
 

*** 

26 October 2015, Strasbourg, room WIC 100 

 Exchange of views with Věra Jourová, Commissioner for 
Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality 

The Commissioner will present her views on case C-362/14 
"Schrems v DPA" of the EU Court of Justice  of 6 October 
related to Safe Harbour issues (see also p.2).

 
Upcoming LIBE meetings: 
– 19 October 2015 
- 26 October 2015 

 

Find the list of available meeting documents here. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0325+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0325+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0326+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0327+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0328+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0328+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2015-0329+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0287&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0287&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0287&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0287&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0290&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0290&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0289&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0289&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2015-0289&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/libe/libe_8leg_meetinglist.htm
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• A holistic approach to migration (interparliamentary 
committee meeting) (23 September 2015)  

The meeting, held in the framework of the strategic own-
initiative report on the situation in the Mediterranean and the 
need for a holistic approach to migration (co-rap: Roberta 
Metsola, EPP & Kashetu Kyenge, S&D), brought together 
European and national Members of Parliament giving them an 
opportunity to exchange views on migration matters.  

 

The morning session was opened by the two co-Rapporteurs and 
by Claude Adam (member of the Chamber of Deputies of 
Luxembourg) and focused on the setting up of “hotspots.” 

 

A representative of the Commission introduced the concept 
and representatives of the Italian administration and of the 

Justice and Home 
Affairs Agencies (EASO, 
Frontex, Europol, FRA 
and Eurojust) explained 
how the work was on 
the ground, in 
cooperation between 
the different agencies, 
the national 
authorities and the 
Commission.  

 

The afternoon session 
was dedicated to an 
exchange of views 
with members of the 
Committee of the 
Regions, the European 
Economic and Social 

Committee and national Parliaments, who presented their recent 
and on-going works on migration matters. 

• Alleged transportation and illegal detention of prisoners in 
European countries by the CIA (13 October 2015) 

In December 2014, the US Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence released a summary of the "Study of the Central 
Intelligence Agency's Detention and Interrogation Program". The 
European Parliament, in a resolution adopted on 11 February 2015, 
welcomed the publication of the US Senate report, condemned 
the use of the interrogation practices and underlined the need for 
accountability in cases of violations of fundamental rights. It 
reiterated its calls on Member States to investigate the allegations 
about secret prisons on their territory, where people were held 
under the CIA programme and to prosecute those involved, taking 
into account all the new evidence that had come to light. 

 

Despite their particular nature, policies of national security and 
counter terrorism are not exempt from the principle of accountability 
and there can be no impunity 
for violations of international 
law and human rights. 

 

Accountability for extraordinary 
renditions, abductions illegal 
secret detentions and torture is 
essential in order to protect and 
promote human rights 
effectively in the internal and 
external policies of the EU and to 
ensure legitimate and effective 
security policies, based on the 
rule of law. 

 

This public hearing was the opportunity to take stock of past and 
ongoing parliamentary and judicial inquiries relating to Member 
States' involvement in the CIA programme to gain insight on the 
extent to which the recommendations, made by the European 
Parliament in its resolution of 11 September 2012, have been followed. 

Public hearings in September and October 
 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events-nationalparl.html?id=20150923CHE00198
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2015-0031&language=GA
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/536449/IPOL_STU(2015)536449_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events.html?id=20151013CHE00199
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2012-0309&language=EN
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 - Fact finding mission, Romania (24-25 September) 

A delegation from the European Parliament's Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs Committee visited Bucharest on 24-25 
September to look into allegations that the CIA had been 
illegally detaining people in Romania. The mission was a follow-
up of the resolution adopted by Parliament in February on the 
US Senate report on the use of torture by the CIA. MEPs will 
continue their work on illegal detention and torture of prisoners 
by CIA on the European soil. 

The Civil Liberties Committee delegation to Romania was 
headed by Tanja Fajon (S&D). Other members participating were 
Eva Joly (Greens/EFA), Laura Ferrara (EFDD) and Jeroen Lenaers 
(EPP). Ramona Mănescu (EPP, RO), member of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, was an accompanying member. The 
delegation met with: representatives of civil society and 
investigative journalists, representatives of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Prosecutor General and several members of 
the Romanian Parliament. 

- A holistic approach to migration, Tunisia (12-14 October) 
The delegation took place in the context of the works on the 
strategic own-initiative report on the situation in the 
Mediterranean and the need for a holistic EU approach to 
migration (co-Rapporteurs: Roberta Metsola, EPP and Kashetu 
Kyenge, S&D). The aim of the delegation was to deepen the 
Members’ understanding of how cooperation with Tunisia in the 
area of migration, asylum and borders control is being carried 
out; and how it will unfold in the future, as well as to examine the 
stage of establishment of the new asylum legislation, which 
Tunisia is in the process of adopting.  

The delegation was jointly headed by Roberta Metsola (EPP) and 
Kashetu Kyenge (S&D). Helga Stevens (ECR), Cecilia Wikström 
(ALDE) and Ignazio Corrao (EFDD) took also part in this mission. 

 

Further LIBE mission scheduled in November: China (2-6 November 2015)  
The LIBE Committee has been invited by the National People Congress to visit Beijing. This LIBE mission will discuss with Chinese 
authorities the threats posed by commercialization in the EU, via Chinese on-line services, of new psychoactive substances (NPS) 
produced in China, as well as,  the threats posed within the EU by international serious crime organisations, originating from China 
(in the fields of human trafficking and child pornography). In addition, the second goal of the mission is to gain a better 
understanding on the current status of the Chinese legislation in the fields of Data Privacy and Cybersecurity and to assess its 
possible impacts on the privacy of EU citizens (given the rise of China as a content and service provider of cloud services). The 
mission mainly addresses the level of police and judicial cooperation in the different fields of interest. The scope also includes the 
status of the cooperation with Chinese authorities regarding prevention, mitigation and investigation of cyber-threats threatening 
the privacy of EU citizens. Meetings are planned with the National People's Congress, the China National Narcotics Control 
Commission, the International Law School of Beijing and the Ministry of Information and Internet Technology (MIIT). 

 

*** 
 

Internet Governance Forum 2015 - 10-13 November - Brazil João Pessoa Joint delegation (ITRE, CULT, JURI, STOA and LIBE) 

The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) is a direct outcome of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) held in Tunis in 
2005. Its main purpose is to bring people together from all stakeholder groups to engage as equals in a dialogue on public policy 
issues related to the Internet and its governance. The EU was a key player in the 2002-2005 WSIS, which led to the design of the 
Internet governance system we have today. The EP sent an ad-hoc delegation to the 2005 WSIS and thereafter to every annual 
meeting of the IGF. It stressed in its resolution of 11 February 2015 on the renewal of the mandate of the Internet Governance 
Forum that the Parliament should continue to participate in future IGF meetings with a substantial delegation together with the 
Member States and the Commission.  

The 10
th

 IGF has now been convened by the UN Secretary-General and will be held in João Pessoa, Brazil on 10-13 November 2015 
to discuss key elements of Internet governance and set out the Forum's mandate, which is to be renewed by the UN General 
Assembly in 2015. The Coordinators proposed to follow last year's practice by sending a cross-committee mission to the annual IGF 
meeting. The LIBE Committee will be represented by Michał Boni (EPP) and Josef Weidenholzer (S&D). 

LIBE missions to Romania, Tunisia and China 
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 New director of the FRA appointed 
At its meeting of 24-25 September 2015, 
the Management Board of the European 
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 
appointed Michael O'Flaherty as new 

director of the agency, in accordance with Article 15 of Council 
Regulation (EC) n° 168/2007.  

Michael O'Flaherty is currently 
Professor of Human Rights Law 
at the National University of 
Ireland Galway, as well as 
Director of the Irish Centre for 
Human Rights.  

He has also been a member of 
the United Nations’ Human 
Rights Committee and has been 
active in the field of human rights 
for over 20 years, nationally and 
internationally.  

He has been a senior expert for 
Ireland as part of FRA’s multi-
disciplinary research network, 
FRANET, since 2014. 

 

Cost of exclusion from healthcare – The case of migrants in an 
irregular situation 

This report aims to estimate the economic cost of providing timely 
access to screening and treatment for migrants in an irregular situation, 
compared with providing treatment only in emergency cases. 

It presents an economic model to calculate such costs for two medical 
conditions: hypertension and prenatal care. 

To better illustrate its application in practice, the model is applied to 
three European Union Member States (Germany, Greece and Sweden). 

 

Experts gathered to discuss FRA biometrics project 

FRA is carrying out a project on the fundamental rights implications of 
using biometric data in large EU IT-systems.  

The project is looking at the negative as well as the positive fundamental 
rights implications of inserting, storing and using biometric data – such 
as fingerprints – in the EU’s three large-scale border management 
systems: Eurodac, SIS II (Schengen Information System) and VIS (Visa 
Information System). 

On 25 September, around 20 selected experts discussed the interview 
questions developed in the framework of the field work of the project. 
The interviews form part of the fieldwork that will begin in late autumn 
this year in Belgium, Germany, Italy, Poland, Spain and Sweden. 

 

FRA published paper on alternatives to detention  

FRA published a new paper on "Alternatives to detention for asylum 
seekers and people in return procedures". The paper discusses a number 
of such alternatives to detention and presents the general human rights,  
EU legal framework and relevant case law.  

Making use of alternatives to detention is of advantage both to the 
hosting state and migrants, as on the one hand, they are more cost-
effective and on the other, they are less intrusive and more respectful of 
fundamental rights. 

EMCDDA conference: 20 years of monitoring 
and communicating evidence on drugs 

Understanding the dynamics, nature and scale of 
drug use in Europe, including lessons learnt and 
challenges for the future, was the thrust of an 
EMCDDA technical conference, which was held in 
Lisbon from 21–22 September. The event, organised 

ahead of the First Lisbon Addictions Conference 2015, commemorated 
the EU agency’s 20 years of monitoring and communicating evidence on 
drugs. Building on national and early European-level activities, the 
EMCDDA has worked for the last two decades to establish and develop 
mechanisms to monitor Europe’s drug problems. At the heart of its 
activity, there have been efforts to enhance the comparability of drug 
information across Europe and to devise the standards, methods and 
tools required to achieve this. Among the agency’s core achievements 
are its five key epidemiological indicators, supported by EMCDDA expert 
groups, which allow countries to describe in a ‘common language’ the 
extent and nature of drug use and its consequences. 

This event brought together over 180 experts from across the globe, 
including representatives of: the EMCDDA Key Indicators expert 
networks; the Reitox focal points; and other technical domains covered 
by the agency. The event contributed to the agency’s ongoing efforts to 
inspire cross-discipline, multi-indicator analyses of the drugs problem 
and the sharing of perspectives from different technical domains. 

 

Minimum quality standards for drug demand reduction 
interventions in the EU 

On 14 September 2015, the Council of the European Union adopted Council 
conclusions on the implementation of minimum quality standards in drug 
demand reduction in the EU. This innovative initiative lists 16 standards 
that represent a minimum benchmark of quality for interventions in: drug 
use prevention, risk and harm reduction, treatment, social integration and 
rehabilitation. Although non-binding for national governments, this 
document represents the political will of EU countries to address demand 
reduction interventions through an evidence-based perspective. These 
guidelines have been drawn up in the context of Action 9 of the EU action 
plan on drugs (2013–16). The EMCDDA is disseminating the standards via 
its Best practice portal and will monitor their implementation. 

 

2
nd

 International conference on 'Wastewater-based 
epidemiology' (11–15 October)  

The EMCDDA and the associations SCORE, SEWPROF and Eawag 
organised the second transdisciplinary conference 'Testing the Waters 
2015' in Ascona above Lago Maggiore, Switzerland. The conference 
reviewed the ‘state of the art’ in this emerging discipline, providing an 
opportunity to present latest research findings, methodological 
developments and new applications.  

 

New EMCDDA Director 

The Management Board decided to select at its meeting of 9–11 
September 2015, Alexis Goosdeel as the candidate for the appointment 
as EMCDDA Director for a five year term. On 22 September 2015 Mr 
Goosdeel made a statement and answered to questions put by LIBE 
members. On the basis of the positive opinion of the European 
Parliament, the EMCDDA Executive Committee adopted, on behalf of 
the EMCDDA Management Board, the formal decision on the 
appointment of the new Director. Mr Goosdeel will take up his function 
as Director as of 1 January 2016.  

Latest news from JHA Agencies 

http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2015-cost-healthcare_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2015-alternatives-to-detention-compilation-key-materials-1_en.pdf
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2015/nr7/20-years-of-monitoring-conference
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The Ministers of Justice and Home 
Affairs met on 8 and 9 October under 
the Presidency of Jean Asselborn, 
Minister of Immigration and Asylum, 
Étienne Schneider, Minister for Internal Security and Defence 
and Félix Braz, Minister of Justice of Luxembourg. 
 
The Home Affairs ministers had a discussion on the future 
management of the EU external borders, such as the evolving 
collective responsibility of member states and Frontex, the use of 
new technologies and how to improve the use of the current 
monitoring and evaluation mechanism to verify the application 
of the Schengen acquis. 
 
An overwhelming majority of member states were in favour of 
strengthening the collective responsibility for the external border 
controls and expressed the necessity to strengthening Frontex’s 
roles and capacity. 
 
The Commission presented its recent proposals to improve the 
return policies of member states: an EU Action Plan on Return 
and a common Return Handbook. The Council had a discussion 
on the future of the return policy and adopted a set of 
conclusions. 
 
The ministers were briefed by the European Commission and 
the Italian and Greek delegations on the implementation of 
the decision of the Council adopted on 14 and 22 September, 
regarding the relocation of 160 
000 persons in need of 
international protection. 
Ministers welcomed the first 
relocations, which started to 
take place already on 9 October 
2015. 
 
The Council agreed to take into 
account a number of suggestions 
made by the Presidency for the 
continuation of the work on the 
"Visa Package", presented by 
the Commission on 2 April 2014. 
The "Visa Package" contains the 
proposal for the recast of the regulation on the Union Code on 
Visas (the "Visa Code") and the proposal for a regulation aiming 
at establishing a touring visa. 
 
The Council was briefed by the Presidency on the progress of 
discussions on a regulation establishing an EU common list of 
safe countries of origin and on a regulation establishing an 
emergency relocation mechanism and amending the Dublin 
regulation.

The Council adopted conclusions on 
strengthening measures to fight 
trafficking in firearms. 
 

In the Justice field, the Council agreed its negotiating position on 
the draft data protection directive. This draft directive is aimed 
at protecting personal data processed for the prevention, 
investigation, detection or prosecution of criminal offences or 
the execution of criminal offences or the safeguarding against 
and the prevention of threats to public security. The presidency's 
objective is to reach an agreement on the whole data protection 
package by the end of the year. 
 
The Commission informed the Council about the consequences 
of the judgement of the European Court of Justice declaring the 
Commission's safe harbour decision invalid (C-362/14). The 
European Court of Justice on 6 October 2015 ruled that national 
supervisory authorities may examine whether the transfer of a 
person's data to a third country complies with EU law even in the 
case of a Commission decision finding that a third country offers 
an adequate level of data protection. Where the authorities 
consider that the Commission's decision is not valid they have to 
bring the matter before the national courts which can ask for a 
preliminary ruling to examine that decision's validity. 
 
The Council provisionally agreed certain articles of the draft 
regulation establishing the European public prosecutor's office 
(EPPO). The agreement covers articles 24-37 of the draft 

regulation. They establish rules 
notably for the conduct of 
cross-border investigations, for 
criminal prosecution at national 
courts and procedural rights of 
suspected and accused 
persons. Articles 34 and 36 on 
transactions and judicial 
control will for the time being 
be exempted of the 
agreement. 
 
Over lunch, ministers for justice 
discussed about judicial 
cooperation and the fight 

against xenophobia in the migration crisis. 
 
The Council adopted a regulation helping Greece to maximise its 
use of EU funds and improve liquidity for boosting growth and 
creating jobs. The adopted measures are exceptional and 
designed to respond to the unique situation created by the 
financial crisis in Greece. The adopted text reflects an agreement 
reached with the European Parliament, which approved it on 6 
October 2015. 

Luxembourg Presidency of the Council: 

JHA Council meeting on 8-9 October 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/10/08-jha-return-policy/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/10/08-jha-fighting-trafficking-firearms/
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12555-2015-INIT/en/pdf
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* On 1-2 October 2015, First Vice President of the Commission, 
Frans Timmermans, in cooperation with EU Commissioner Věra 
Jourová, hosted the first Annual Colloquium on Fundamental 
Rights in the EU. For this first edition the central theme was: 
"Tolerance and respect: preventing and combating antisemitic 
and anti-Muslim hatred in Europe".  

The Colloquium was held in Brussels and brought together more 
than 300 participants from across the EU: national Ministers, 
representatives of leading NGOs and international institutions, 
MEPs and renowned academics and philosophers. Claude 
Moraes, LIBE Chair, took part in the opening of the colloquium 
together with First Vice President Timmermans and Felix Braz, 
Minister of Justice of Luxembourg. Birgit Sippel, Cecilia 
Wikström and Kashetu Kyenge, LIBE Members were among the 
participants.

* On Monday 19 October 2015, the European Commission hosts 
in Brussels a Ministerial Conference on the "Criminal justice 
response to radicalisation". 

The Conference is being organised together with the 
Luxemburgish Presidency of the Council of the European Union, 
and with the support of the EU Counter-Terrorism Coordinator. 

Preventing radicalisation leading to terrorism and developing 
effective disengagement and de-radicalisation programmes is a 
priority for the Commission. 

This was set out in the European Commission's "European 
Agenda for Security" of 28 April 2015 and in the Council in its 
Internal Security Strategy 2015-2020 adopted by Ministers on 16 
June 2015. The LIBE Chair, Claude Moraes, is attending this 
Conference (see also p.1). 

 

Foreign terrorist fighters 
  

The additional protocol to the Council of Europe Convention for 
the prevention of terrorism, intended to address the problem of 
‘foreign terrorist fighters’ will be opened for signature at an 
international conference to be held in Riga (Latvia) on 22 
October. 

 The protocol will make a number of acts, including taking part in 
an association or group for the purpose of terrorism, receiving 
terrorist training, travelling abroad for the purposes of terrorism 
and financing or organising travel for this purpose, a criminal 
offence. 

In the face of the growth in the numbers of individuals travelling 
to conflict zones, particularly in Syria and Iraq, to fight in the 
armed jihadist organisation known as “Islamic State” and 
subsequently returning to their countries of origin, some of them 
with the intention of committing terrorist attacks there, the aim 
of this Protocol is to harmonise legislation in Europe so as to 
facilitate co-operation between states. 

The protocol also provides for a network of 24-hour-a-day 
national contact points facilitating the rapid exchange of 
information. 

The signing  on behalf of the European Union of the Council of 
Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism and its 
Addition Protocol is to be discussed in the LIBE meeting of 19 
October 2015 (see also page 6). 

.

Slovakia: 

Roma, LGBTI persons, and persons with 
disabilities need more protection 

  

 

 

On 13 October 2015, Nils Muižnieks, Council of Europe 
Commissioner for Human Rights, released a report following his 
visit to Slovakia in June 2015. 

According to the Commissioner "Slovakia has to step up its 
efforts aimed at combating and eradicating discrimination in law 
and practice, and take effective measures to improve the 
protection of Roma, persons with disabilities and LGBTI 
persons." 

   

► Read the Commissioner’s report and the comments of the 
Slovak Republic 

 

► Read the report in a nutshell 

 

Latest Commission activities in the field of JHA 

  

News from the Council of Europe 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/events/colloquium-fundamental-rights-2015/files/1st_colloquium_fundamental_rights_conclusions_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/events/response-radicalisation-2015/index_en.htm
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CM/PV(2015)125add1&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=app&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CommDH(2015)21&Language=lanEnglish
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CommDH/GovRep(2015)8&Language=lanEnglish
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CommDH/GovRep(2015)8&Language=lanEnglish
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CommDH(2015)21/Infographic&Language=lanEnglish
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Q: Why did you choose, already in the past legislative 
term, to become a member of the LIBE Committee? 

A: Before becoming a Member of 
European Parliament I was the 
chair of the Greens in the 
Amsterdam City Council and 
spokesperson on ´general affairs´, 
everything the Mayor had in his 
portfolio: public order, security, 
demonstrations, squatters, drugs 
(it is Amsterdam), sex work (as I 
said, Amsterdam) and also asylum 
seekers and irregular migrants. 

We were confronted, already in 2004, with the assassination 
of film director Theo van Gogh by a Muslim extremist. 

 

How should a multicultural big city respond to that? How do 
we continue to live together in a city that is judged as 
extremely tolerant by outsiders? It is hard work to keep such 
a city functioning and the atmosphere relaxed. I believe 
that´s where I got my passion for issues of civil liberties.  

 

Q: You are also an active Member of the DEVE Committee and 
the DROI Subcommittee. How do you share your time between 
these, and what interactions do you see in your work? 

A: The issue that links my work in these committees is 
migration. Human beings are programmed to make life 
better for themselves. If that is not possible at home, they 
will try to find it elsewhere. We can try and square the circle, 
but people are people, and will find ways to go under and 
over the fence. 

 

Wellbeing and welfare help persons not to be pushed away, 
but it can't and won´t overcome the natural habit of human 
beings to move. So, fair trade, fair investment, helps persons 
to make fair decisions but it should not be aimed at stopping 
migration. As the Clash song goes: ´Should I Stay or Should I 
Go now? If I go, there will be trouble, and if I stay it will be 
double´. 

 

Q: In your opinion, what are the main challenges that the 
Union is facing in the field of Justice and Civil Liberties? 

A: We seem not to be able to find consensus on the role of 
fundamental rights in Europe. Whether it is Charlie Hebdo, 
the reception of refugees or the right to demonstrate in 
Spain, our member states are afraid to use peer pressure to 

correct each other. We see a variation to 'if you scratch my 
back, I'll scratch yours', that is 'let's both look away'.  

 

Q: Half of the Members of the LIBE Committee were 
elected in 2014. Do you have any advice for newer LIBE 
Members? 

A: Well let's see, a lot of reports in our committee are very 
interesting, but you can't follow them all, and - worse - there 
seem to be colleagues that are after the same reports as you 
are. It helps to build a niche for yourself, specialise. That way 
a new report might more easily land in your hands, as you 
are the moral owner anyway. But I guess that's a tip for 
politics in general. 

 

Q: What is the part of your work as LIBE Coordinator that 
you enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less 
about being a Coordinator? 

A: This is my second term as coordinator, and what I do 
appreciate is the chance to take a look at the political 
strategy. How can we put something on the agenda and keep 
it there. How do we find majorities, cherish collegial 
cooperation even though we do not agree at all on the issue. 
I Highly appreciate gentlem(wo)mens agreements. 

 
On a more personal note... 

 

Q: Do your obligations as MEP and LIBE Coordinator leave 
you some free time for reading? What book would we find 
on your bedside table these days?  

A: Luckily it does. At the moment I am reading ´the plot 
against America` by Philip Roth, and this summer I read ´If 
this is a man` by Primo Levi and the new David Grossman ´a 
horse walks into a bar`. Somehow I ended up reading all 
around the topic of the persecution of Jews in the Second 
World War and the aftermath. 

 

Q: Have you got the time to enjoy the city of Brussels 
from time to time? Would you share with us your favourite 
corner of the town or something you like to do when you 
are here? 

A: Now that is indeed a question I hardly have an answer to. I 
visit Place Flagey from time to time as I live in the 
neighbourhood, but honestly, I am an Amsterdam girl, and I 
try to spend my weekends there. 

 

A chat with... 

Judith SARGENTINI, Greens/EFA Coordinator 
 
We are continuing our round of talks with LIBE Coordinators with Judith Sargentini (Greens/EFA). Ms Sargentini has been a 
Member of LIBE and a coordinator for her political group since 2009.  
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