
 

LIBE NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 13 - 18 NOVEMBER 2015 1 
  

 

 

sajdlaf  

 

LIBE 
Newsletter 

Issue 1 

23 July 2014 
 

   

Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs  IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Words by the Chair  
Last Friday night in Paris a series of terrorist attacks 
were perpetrated. More than 130 people were killed 
and about 350 injured. I would like to  pay tribute to the 
victims, their families, French citizens as a whole and 
the authorities of the French Republic. 
France has declared 3 days of national mourning. They 
have been days of mourning for all Europe and 
Europeans. I would like to assure our French colleagues 
on this Committee of our deepest sympathy and most 
vivid solidarity. 

There will be a time for analysis, prosecution and political discussions. We will hold such 
debates in LIBE this week putting together the necessary legislative instruments and resources 
to fight terrorism. An extraordinary meeting of the Justice and Home Affairs Ministers  will be 
held on Friday 20 November in Brussels to assess the situation, and I will meet with Ministers 
on that occasion. 

*** 

Key reports have been adopted this month in the LIBE Committee which cover crucial issues in 
the area of Justice and Home Affairs including the Dati report on radicalisation and extremism 
as well as my report on electronic mass surveillance of EU citizens to be debated in plenary 
next week. 
Our Committee has also advanced in its work on the report on the holistic approach to 
migration. In the last Strasbourg plenary session, the LIBE Committee held two extraordinary 
meetings with both Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos and Commissioner Vera Jourova  on 
migration and data protection.  
Bearing in mind the EU Court of Justice's ruling on Safe Harbour following the Max Schrems 
case, it was important for the European Commission to present its views on this case and 
inform Members of the next steps following the court's invalidation of the Safe Harbour 
agreement, which echoes the Parliament's longstanding concerns on the EU-US agreement. In 
the meeting, I called on Ms Jourova to provide the Committee with a detailed communication 
on the impact of the Court ruling, which has now been published. It is important that EU 
institutions work closely together towards ensuring high-level protection when EU citizens' 
data are transferred to third countries.  
The LIBE Committee has also held a joint meeting with the BUDG Committee to discuss the 
joint BUDG/LIBE mission to Sicily as well as hold an exchange of views with Vice-President and 
Commissioner for Budget and Human Resources Kristalina Georgieva and Commissioner for 
Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris Avramopoulos. This meeting served as a 
great opportunity to gauge the full extent of the budgetary challenges with regards to the EU's 
response to the biggest refugee crisis in Europe since the Second World War.  
The meeting was also timely when considering the EU West Balkans Summit which took place 
a few days before. The Commission also presented a communication with regards to the state 
of play in managing the refugee crisis. It is key that Member States work together to facilitate a 
humane and organised policy with regards to border management and reception conditions. 
  

Claude MORAES 

 

Highlight of the month 
Strengthening procedural rights for citizens in 
criminal proceedings. 
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Highlights of the last LIBE meetings 
Learn what was discussed on 19, 26 and 27 October, 
as well as 10 and 12 November. 
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Upcoming LIBE Meeting  
See an overview of the main items on the agenda of 
19 and 23 November. 
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LIBE missions  
Get an overview of the missions held in  China and to 
the Internet Governance Forum in Brazil. 
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Protecting on-line privacy by 
enhancing IT security and EU IT 
autonomy 
Read more on this High-level conference  taking place 
on 8-9 December. 
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Latest news from JHA agencies 
Find the latest information concerning their work. 
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Council activities in the field of JHA 
From the JHA Council to the Valletta Summit on migration. 
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Commission, Council of Europe and 
US Congress activities in JHA field 
Get to know more about their latest news. 
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A chat with... 
Laura Ferrara, EFDD Coordinator 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&mode=XML&reference=A8-2015-0316&language=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/international-transfers/adequacy/files/eu-us_data_flows_communication_final.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/
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Presumption of innocence 

The LIBE Committee on 10 November approved a deal struck by 
Parliament and Council negotiators on new EU rules to ensure 
the strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of 
innocence and of the right to be present at trial in criminal 
proceedings (Rapporteur: Nathalie Griesbeck, ALDE). The aim is 
to enhance the right to a fair trial and to strengthen Member 
States' trust in each other's criminal justice systems. 

The new law will apply "at all stages from the moment when a 
person is suspected or accused of having committed a criminal 
offence, or an alleged criminal offence, until the final 
determination of the question whether the person has 
committed the offence concerned and that decision has 
become definitive". Around nine million people are the subject 
of criminal justice proceedings every year in the EU. 
 

Banning public authority statements that presume guilt 

Member States will be required under the directive to take 
measures to ensure that public authorities do not refer to 
suspects or accused persons as being guilty "before such 
persons have been proven guilty according to law". This is 
without prejudice to acts of the prosecution which aim to 
prove the guilt of the suspect or accused person (e.g. the 
indictment), or to preliminary decisions of a procedural nature, 
such as decisions on pre-trial detention, provided that they do 
not refer to the suspect or accused person as being guilty. 

National authorities must also abstain from presenting suspects 
or accused persons as being guilty, in court or in public, "through 
the use of measures of physical restraint", such as handcuffs, glass 
boxes, cages, and leg irons, unless the use of such measures is 
required for case-specific reasons, relating to security or to the 
need to prevent them from absconding or from having contact 
with third persons, such as witnesses or victims.  
 

Burden of proof on the prosecution 

The burden of proof in establishing the guilt of suspects or 
accused persons is on the prosecution and any doubt should 
benefit the accused. The directive also includes safeguards to 
ensure that the rights of the defence are respected. 
 

Silence must not be used against suspects 

The new rules state that the exercise of the right to remain 
silent and of the right not to incriminate oneself may not be 

used against a suspect or accused person and "shall not be 
considered as evidence that the person concerned has 
committed the offence which he or she is suspected or accused 
of having committed". 

The new directive also lays down rules on the right to be 
present at one's trial, sets out strict conditions under which 
trials would be allowed in the absence of the suspect or 
accused person, and clarifies the cases in which the accused 
would have the right to a new trial.  
 

Next steps 

The agreement on the new directive still needs to be approved 
by the full House at a forthcoming plenary session. Once the 
directive has been formally approved by both Parliament and 
the Council, Member States will have two years from the date 
of its publication in the EU Official Journal to transpose it into 
national law. 

The UK and Ireland have opted out of adopting this directive 
and will not be bound by it, while Denmark has a blanket opt-
out for justice and home affairs legislation. 

 

Safeguards for children and legal aid 

These two other proposals are at the "trilogue" stage of 
proceedings (three-way talks between Parliament, Council and 
Commission aimed at reaching an agreement).  
 

The proposal on the procedural safeguards for children 
suspected or accused in criminal proceedings (Rapporteur: 
Caterina Chinnici, S&D) aims at strengthening the protection 
of children, as vulnerable persons when there are confronted 
with the criminal justice system. The negotiations started 
during the Latvian Presidency of the Council and have 
continued under the Luxemburgish Presidency with the aim to 
reach a first reading agreement. 
 

The proposed directive on legal aid (Rapporteur: Dennis De 
Jong, GUE/NGL) aims at reinforcing the right to legal aid for 
suspects or accused persons in criminal proceedings and for 
requested persons in European arrest warrant proceedings to 
render effective the right to a fair trial. The negotiations to 
reach a first reading agreement between the European 
Parliament started in the second semester of 2015, under the 
Luxemburgish Presidency. 

Highlight of the month: 
 

Strengthening procedural rights for citizens in 
criminal proceedings 

 

The EU works towards achieving common minimum standards of procedural rights in criminal proceedings to ensure that the basic rights of 
suspects and accused persons are protected sufficiently. To achieve such standards, a Roadmap on procedural rights was adopted in 2009. The 
previous Parliament passed three EU laws that are part of this roadmap: a directive on the right to interpretation and translation, a directive on 
the right to information and a directive on the right of access to a lawyer. The current Parliament is working on a new package of proposals, which 
includes a proposal for presumption of innocence, another covering safeguards for children and a last one on legal aid.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0407(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0407(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0408(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0408(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0409(COD)&l=en
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/doc/srv?l=EN&f=ST%2014828%202009%20INIT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32010L0064&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32012L0013&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013L0048&from=EN
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19 October 2015, Brussels 

 Joint debate on the Council decision on the signing, on 
behalf of the European Union, of the Council of Europe 
Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism (CETS No. 
196) and its Additional Protocol 

The Commission presented an update. 

 

 European Union Agency for Law Enforcement 
Cooperation and Training (Europol) and repeal of 
Decisions 2009/371/JHA and 2005/681/JHA (Rap:  

The rapporteur, Agustin Diaz de Mera (EPP), informed the 
Committee of the latest state of play of trilogue negotiations 
on the new Europol Regulation. An important element  was the 
question whether and how to address the issue of the recently 
established EU Internet Referral Unit (in the framework of the 
fight againt terrorist radicalisation) in this file.  

 

 Situation in the Mediterranean and the Need for a 
Holistic Approach to Migration                                             
(Co-rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP/Kashetu Kyenge, S&D) 

Roberta Metsola and Kashetu Kyenge presented their working 
document on tackling criminal smuggling, trafficking and 
labour exploitation of irregular migrants. 

 

 Towards a Digital Single Market Act (Rap: Michal Boni, EPP) 

The draft opinion was presented and a deadline for 
amendments was set (26 October 2015). 

 

 Prevention of radicalisation and recruitment of 
European citizens by terrorist organisations                        
(Rap: Rachida Dati, EPP) 

On 19 October, the LIBE Members voted a report on the 
prevention of radicalisation and recruitment of European 
citizens by terrorist organisations. MEPs called for a 
comprehensive EU strategy to prevent radicalisation and 
recruitment of EU citizens by terrorist organisations. This 
strategy should involve foreign policy, social policy, education 
policy, law enforcement and justice, with an emphasis on 
preventive rather than reactive measures and on respect for 
fundamental rights. 
 

Item adopted during this meeting: 

 Draft report on “The prevention of radicalisation and 
recruitment of European citizens by terrorist 
organisations” (Rap: Rachida Dati, EPP) 
 

26 October 2015, Strasbourg  

 Exchange of views with Věra Jourová, Commissioner for 
Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality 

The Commissioner presented her views on case C-362/14 
"Maximilian Schrems v Data Protection Commissioner" of the 
EU Court of Justice of 6 October related to Safe Harbour issues. 

 

*** 
 

27 October 2015, Strasbourg (jointly with BUDG) 

 Joint BUDG/LIBE mission to Sicily from 22 - 24 July 2015 

Jean Arthuis (BUDG chair, ALDE) and Iliana Iotova (LIBE vice-
chair, S&D), the co-chairs of the joint BUDG‐LIBE delegation to 
Sicily 22-24 July 2015, presented the draft delegation report. 

They praised the work done by the Italian authorities but 
considered the EU more of an observer than a genuine actor in 
helping resolve the problems witnessed, stressing that a 
genuine European response was needed. 

 

 Budgetary challenges and the current migration situation 

The two Committees discussed budgetary challenges and the 
current migration situation in the presence of Commission Vice-
President Georgieva (responsible for budget and human 
resources) and Commissioner Avramopolous (responsible for 
migration, home affairs and citizenship). 

The Commissioners described the extra funding and 
reinforcement of measures both within the EU and regarding 
development cooperation. In particular they set out the proposals 
contained in the Amending Letter No 2 to the draft general 
budget 2016 with further immediate budgetary measures under 
the European Agenda on Migration. 

These budgetary measures include a further increase of the 
emergency assistance under the funds, further staff increases for 
the agencies most involved and further increases of the funds. 

The Commissioners noted that this issue was likely to remain a 
significant factor in the forthcoming mid-term review of the MFF 
and in Budget 2017. 

They advised that while the EU has acted swiftly to provide funds, 
contributions that the Member States agreed to pay into the 
various Trust Funds those contributions are so far falling 
significantly short. 

The Commissioners as well indicated that funding available 
under other funds, such as the regional and social funds, is 
being looked at in order to verify whether they can as well be 
used to address the migration challenges, for instance 
regarding housing or integration.  

Highlights of the last LIBE Meetings: 
 

19, 26 and 27 October, 10 and 12 November 
 

The full agenda, the documents and the webstreaming of the meetings are available here. 
 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2015/EN/1-2015-513-EN-F1-1.PDF
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?committee=LIBE
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10 November 2015, Brussels 

 Communication from the Commission to the European 
Parliament, the European Council and the Council on 
Managing the refugee crisis: State of Play of the 
Implementation of the Priority Actions under the 
European Agenda on Migration 

Presentation by Marta Cygan, Director of Strategy and General 
Affairs, DG HOME, European Commission.  

 

 Follow-up to the joint BUDG/LIBE meeting of 27 
October 2015 

 

 Arrangement with the Swiss Confederation on the 
modalities of its participation in the European Asylum 
Support Office (Rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP) 

Consideration of draft opinion and decision on deadline for 
tabling amendments (13 November). 

 

 Joint debate on: 

- Strategic cooperation in the fight against serious crime 
and terrorism between the United Arab Emirates and 
Europol (Rap: Alessandra Mussolini, EPP) 

- Operational and strategic cooperation between Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and Europol (Rap: Lorenzo Fontana, ENF) 

The Luxembourg Council Presidency and Europol presented 
the two new proposed Europol cooperation agreements. The 
rapporteurs presented their draft report, in which they 
suggested to approve the strategic cooperation agreement 
with the United Arab Emirates, but to reject the operational 
cooperation agreement with Bosnia and Herzegovina, since 
the latter will allow for the transfer of personal data. In the 
following discussion several Members raised the question 
whether it would not be more prudent to adopt the new 
cooperation agreement only after the new Europol Regulation 
will enter into force. The deadline for tabling amendments was 
set for 19 November. 

 

 Public access to documents (Rule 116(7)) for the years 
2014-2015 (Rap: Laura Ferrara, EFDD) 

A draft report was considered and the deadline for tabling 
amendments was set (27 November, 12.00). 

 
 Judgment in Case C-362/14 "Maximillian Schrems v 

Data Protection Commissioner" 

An exchange of views took place with the Chair of the Article 29 
Data Protection Working Party. 

 

 Report from the Commission to the European 
Parliament and the Council concerning the 
implementation and the results of the Pericles 
programme for the protection of the euro against 
counterfeiting in 2014 

The Commission presented its report. 

 Join debate on two questions for written answer by 
Angel Dzhambazkito the Commission of: 

- 2 July 2015 on Italy's refugee problem and plan of action  

- 18 June 2015 on measures to tackle illegal immigration  

Exchange of views pursuant to Rule 130(4) of the EP Rules of 
Procedure. 
 
Jointly with PETI 
 Special report of the European Ombudsman in own-

initiative inquiry OI/5/2012/BEH-MHZ concerning 
Frontex (Raps: Ska Keller, Greens/LIBE and Roberta 
Metsola, EPP/PETI)  

A draft report was presented. The deadline for amendments 
was set for 11 November. 

 

 

Items adopted during this meeting: 

 Draft reports on  the agreement on the short-stay visa waiver 
between the EU and, respectively, Dominica, Vanuatu, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Samoa, Grenada, Timor-Leste, Saint Lucia, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, and United Arab Emirates 
 (Rap: Mariya Gabriel, EPP) 

 

 Text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations on 
Strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of innocence 
and of the right to be present at trial in criminal proceedings 
(Rap: Nathalie Griesbeck, ALDE) 

 

 Question for oral answer on The situation in Hungary: follow-
up to the European Parliament Resolution of 10 June 2015 

 

 

*** 

12 November 2015, Brussels (jointly with PETI) 

 
 Special report on the Special Report of the European 

Ombudsman in own-initiative inquiry OI/5/2012/BEH-
MHZ concerning Frontex (Raps: Ska Keller, Greens/LIBE 
and Roberta Metsola, EPP/PETI)  

The amendments were considered during this joint meeting.

 

LIBE-related plenary resolutions adopted during the last part-sessions (26-29 October): 

 Draft reports on Automated data exchange with regard to dactyloscopic data in Poland, Sweden and Belgium (Rap: Monika Flašíková Beňová, S&D) 

 Motion for Resolution on the Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution of 12 March 2014 on the electronic mass surveillance of EU 
citizens (Rap: Claude Moraes, S&D) 

 EU Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL  (Rap: Kinga Gál, EPP)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0365+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0363+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0364+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0388+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0388+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0386+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#BKMD-2
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19 November 2015, Brussels, room JAN 2Q2 

 Visa Package 

The Committee will have an exchange of views on the 
amendments tabled on the two reports of the Visa Package. 

 

The first rapport is on the Regulation amending Regulation (EC) 
810/2009 establishing a Community Code on Visas (Union Code 
on Visas) - recast (Rap: Juan Fernando López Aguilar, S&D). 

 

The second report is on Establishing a touring visa and amending 
the convention implementing the Schengen Agreement and 
Regulation (EC) No 562/2006 and (EC) No 767/2008 (Rap: Brice 
Hortefeux, EPP).  

 

 Debate on the aftermath of the terrorist attacks in Paris 
on 13 November in preparation of the extraordinary JHA 
Council on 20 November 

Debate with the Council Presidency, the European Commission, 
Gilles De Kerchove, EU Counter-Terrorism Coordinator (tbc), and 
Rob Wainwright, Director of Europol. 

 

 European Union Agency for Law Enforcement 
Cooperation and Training (Europol) and repeal of 
Decisions 2009/371/JHA and 2005/681/JHA                        
(Rap: Agustín Díaz de Mera García Consuegra, EPP) 

Presentation of the state of play of trilogue negotiations. 

  

 Situation in the Mediterranean and the Need for a Holistic 
Approach to Migration                                                                     
(Co-rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP/Kashetu Kyenge, S&D) 

The LIBE Members will consider the working document "Analysis 
on how Home Funds are spent in migration & development 
context, including emergency funds". 

 

This working document is co-authored by Roberta Metsola (EPP), 
Kashetu Kyenge (S&D), Barbara Spinelli (GUE/NGL) and Ignazio 
Corrao (EFDD). 

 LIBE ad-hoc Delegation on "a holistic approach to 
migration" to Tunis, Republic of Tunisia, 12 - 14 October 

Presentation of a draft delegation report. 

 

 Towards a Digital Single Market Act                                     
(Rap: Michal Boni, EPP) 

Consideration of amendments. 

 

In camera 

 Activation of the Integrated Political Crisis Response 
(IPCR) arrangements in the context of the refugee crisis 
by decision of the Council Presidency of                                
30 October 2015 

Presentation by the Council Presidency and the European 
Commission. 

 

*** 
 

23 November 2015, Strasbourg, room WIC 200 

 

Item to be voted during this meeting: 
 

 Draft opinion on Recommendations to the European 
Commission on the negotiations for the Trade in Services 
Agreement (TiSA) 

(Rap. for opinion: Jan Philipp Albrecht, Greens) 
 

 Draft report on Arrangement with the Swiss 
Confederation on the modalities of its participation in the 
European Asylum Support Office 

(Rap: Roberta Metsola, EPP) 
 

 Draft report on the Special Report of the European 
Ombudsman in own-initiative inquiry OI/5/2012/BEH-MHZ 
concerning Frontex 

(Raps: Ska Keller, Greens/LIBE and 
Roberta Metsola, EPP/PETI)   

 
Upcoming LIBE meeting: 
 
– 19 November 2015 
– 23 November 2015 
  

 

Find the list of available meeting documents here. 
 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
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Mission to China (2-6 November) 

 

 

The LIBE Committee visited Beijing between the 2
nd

 and 6
th

  of 
November 2015 and met with the National People's Congress, 
the Cyberspace Administration of China, the Minister of Public 
Security. 

The LIBE mission had very positive exchanges of views with 
Chinese authorities over the possible strengthening of police and 
judicial cooperation with Member States, Europol and Eurojust in 
the fields of Cybercrime, New Psychoactive Substances, the fight 
against international serious crime. 

The LIBE Committee expressed its concerns that the new cyber-
security laws put in place by Chinese authorities have the 
undesired effect of reducing access to Chinese internal markets 
for European companies. 

Given the rise of the Chinese cloud computing industry, the LIBE 
Committee welcomes the efforts of the Chinese authorities to 
start putting in place some internal legislation. 

However, it regrets that current efforts are limited to consumer 
protection in e-commerce and in the banking domain. It has 
encouraged adoption of a more extensive proper legal 
framework. 

Some MEPs met with some human rights lawyers and have 
witnessed their very serious concerns over the increasing 
repressive measures from the Chinese Government towards 
them. Representatives of  international press confirmed the 
trend and have complained about the obstacles to which they are 
confronted despite the inscription of the freedom of expression 
in the Chinese constitution. 

MEPs participating in the mission were Kinga Gál (EPP), Chair of 
the mission; Monika Hohlmeier (EPP);  Jószef Nagy (EPP); Ana 
Gomes (S&D); Juan Fernando López Aguilar (S&D); Nathalie 
Griesbeck (ALDE); and  Martina Anderson (GUE/NGL). 

Internet Governance Forum 2015 (10-13 November) - Brazil João 
Pessoa Joint delegation (ITRE, CULT, JURI, LIBE and STOA) 

The European Parliament sent a cross-committee mission to the 
Internet Governance Forum (IGF) 2015 which took place from 10 
to 13 November 2015, in João Pessoa, Brazil. 

 

The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) is a multistakeholder platform 
that enables the discussion of public policy issues pertaining to the 
Internet. The 2015 meeting had as a theme "Evolution of Internet 
Governance: Empowering Sustainable Development".  

The European Parliament was represented by Members from the 
Industry, Research and Energy Committee (ITRE), the Culture 
and Education Committee (CULT), the Legal Affairs Committee 
(JURI), Parliament's Science and Technology Options Assessment 
unit (STOA), and the Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
Committee (LIBE), which was represented by Michał Boni (EPP) 
and Josef Weidenholzer (S&D). 

The Members of the European Parliament, together with  
European Commission Vice President Andrus Ansip, issued a 
Joint Declaration at the end of this forum.  

 

*** 
 

Visit to Greece by EP President Martin Schulz (4-5 November) 
 

European Parliament President Martin Schulz on Wednesday 4 
November visited the camp set up in the Galatsi Sports Centre in 
Athens which welcomes up to 2.000 people. The day after he visited 
the Moria camp and hotspot in Lesbos, the first one in Greece. 
Approximately 2.500 persons are registered there every day. 

Concluding this two-day visit, Mr Schulz praised the work of the 
Greek government, NGOs and European and international 
agencies. But he also said that "the situation is dramatic. Much 
more needs to be done to start managing the situation". He 
finally urged EU Member States and others today to honour their 
commitments and step up significantly their efforts to provide a 
safe and permanent shelter in Europe for refugees in a spirit of 
European solidarity. 

LIBE missions in November 

China - the Internet Governance Forum 
 
 

http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/news/internet-governance-forum-2015-joint-declaration-european-commission-vice-president-andrus
http://www.europarl.ie/en/news_events/news/press_releases_2015/november/fdgdfhtfht.html


LIBE NEWSLETTER - ISSUE 13 - 18 NOVEMBER 2015 7 

 

 

The Internet and digital technologies are profoundly 
impacting our economy and society. As our reliance on IT 
systems grows and they become an intrinsic part of our lives 
with an exponential amount of our personal data stored 
online, it is vital to reassure citizens that their online data are 
safe and secure. 

 

Digital trust is the currency of today and will be central to 
defining the high performers of tomorrow. It is essential for 
realising a fully functioning digital single market and a digital 
economy. 

 

Revelations and public debate on electronic mass surveillance 
by intelligence services have considerably raised awareness 
among citizens about these issues. 

 

With the opportunities of the digital revolution still to be fully 
reaped (think of big data, open data, Internet of Things), we 
need to think carefully about how to ensure that the 
protection of online privacy keeps pace with the rapid 
technological developments. 

 

The protection of online privacy is a complex and multi-
faceted issue, at the crossroads of legal, technological, 
societal, ethical, industrial, geopolitical and economic 
considerations, with people from these various areas often 
looking at it isolated in their silos. 

This is the reason for which the European Parliament, 
together with the Luxembourg Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union, is organising on 8-9 December 2015 in 
Brussels a high-level conference entitled ῾Protecting on-line 
privacy by enhancing IT security and EU IT autonomy. 

 

The aim of this high-level event is exactly to break through 
this silo approach and bring together about 100 outstanding 
academics and professionals from the various relevant fields 
in order to discuss, interact and come up with bold, 
innovative, out-of-the-box ideas to help foster an EU online 
privacy protection and IT security strategy for the next years.  

 

The event aims to be truly interactive, using the format of 
῾brainstorm-like᾿ thematic break-out sessions, creating a 
stimulating atmosphere, where participants will be able to 
freely debate these 
issues from different 
angles, while also 
looking for concrete, 
practical solutions 
that will make it 
possible to increase 
European citizens' 
trust online. 

 

While the opening 
and closing sessions 
will be public, the 
break-out sessions 
will be restricted and 
held according to 
the Chatham House 
Rule in order to 
allow for a fruitful 
debate. 

 
For more information and background documentation , 

please click here. 

 

High-level conference 

"Protecting on-line privacy by enhancing              
IT security and EU IT autonomy", 8-9 December 

 

The European Parliament (the LIBE Committee, in cooperation with the STOA Panel and co -chaired by the ITRE and IMCO 
Committees), together with the Luxembourg Presidency of the Council of the European Union, is organising on 8-9 
December this high-level conference in accordance with the European Parliament resolution of 12 March 2014 on the 
"electronic mass surveillance". 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A7-2014-0139+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A7-2014-0139+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.stoa.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/cms/home/events/workshops/privacy
http://www.stoa.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/cms/home/events/workshops/privacy
https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/7d8972f0-e532-4b12-89a5-e97b39eec3be/att_20141016ATT91322-206135629551064330.pdf
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Meeting of Heads of Justice and Home Affairs Agencies in Tallinn (3-4 November) 
On 3-4 November, the Heads of the EU’s Justice and Home Affairs Agencies network came together in Tallinn (Estonia) to discuss and reflect on the 
agencies’ work and joint areas of cooperation in 2015. The network (CEPOL, EASO, EIGE, EMCDDA, Eurojust, Europol, Frontex, FRA and eu-LISA) 
focused in particular on their contribution and role in implementing the European Agenda on Migration and European Agenda on Security. The 
meeting also discussed further avenues for cooperation and relevant activities of JHA Agencies in 2016. 
 

Testing new registration process in Lesbos 

On 27 October Frontex began testing a new 
accelerated process of identifying and registering migrants on the Greek 
island of Lesbos as part of its efforts to assist Greece in handling the 
thousands of people arriving at its shores each day. The entire process 
takes place at a mobile office, set up as part of the implementation of the 
“hotspot” approach. Inside, a team composed of two Frontex guest 
officers works together with Greek authorities to register migrants and 
provide them with information on international protection. The newly 
launched pilot project will be tested for a month to establish standard 
registration packages for additional registration centres in cooperation 
with EU agencies eu-LISA and EASO.  
 

Asking for additional officers for registering migrants 

Thursday 12 November Frontex called on the authorities of EU Member 
States and Schengen Associated Countries to contribute an additional 
269 officers to help screen, fingerprint and register migrants at the 
European Union’s external borders. The total number of officers under 
the Frontex operations deployed at Lesbos is now reported to be 55. 

*** 

Relocation process 

EASO provides specific support to facilitate the 
overall relocation process: Facilitating direct 
cooperation and exchange of information between 

National Contact Points of the Member States of Relocation and Italy 
and Greece; Monitoring of the overall relocation process; Development 
of tools in support of specific steps in the relocation procedure 
(Standards for the information leaflets, the registration process and 
forms used in the relocation process; Methods for vulnerability 
assessment, preliminary nationality checks and tracing of elements 
which may trigger exclusion considerations); Deployment and 
coordination of Special Support Teams and Asylum Support Teams, 
composed of Member States experts, to Italy and Greece. 
 

New EASO Executive Director 

Following the decision of the Management Board,  Jose Carreira took up 
the post of Executive Director a.d. interim of EASO as from 1 November. 
Mr Carreira was previoulsy EASO’s head of Administration. Throughout 
his career Mr Carreira has worked in senior management positions 
within a number of EU agencies, including FRONTEX. He has also 
worked with the United Nations on humanitarian relief operations. 
 

Western Balkans Migration Route 

According to the statement following the Leaders’ Meeting on the 
Western Balkans Migration Route on 25 October, EASO (together with 
other stakeholders) is called to provide support, in particular on exchange 
of information on reception and size and movement of migratory flows 
and to provide, together with FRONTEX, technical assistance on return. 
 

New country of origin report on Nigeria 

EASO published a new country of origin report on Nigeria: Sex 
Trafficking of Women. 

Cooperation with Georgian Ministry of Justice 

EMCDDA Director Wolfgang Götz and the Georgian 
Minister of Justice Tea Tsulukiani met in Tbilisi on 4 
November to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU). The Ministry of Justice coordinates the Georgian 
Inter-agency Coordination Council on Combating Drug 
Abuse which is responsible for shaping, revising and 

monitoring implementation of the country’s drug policy. 
 

EMCDDA Management Board elects new Chair and Vice-Chair 
At its next meeting of 3-4 December 2015, the EMCDDA Management 
Board will elect a new Chair and Vice-Chair. The current Chair, João 
Goulão (Portugal), and Vice-Chair, Claude Gillard (Belgium), are coming to 
the end of their second three-year mandate and cannot be renewed. It will 
also be the last Board meeting for the outgoing Director, Wolfgang Götz. 

*** 

Conference on smart borders 

On 8 October the eu-LISA agency organised a 
conference on smart borders. The main topic of discussion was the 
performance of the different technical systems deployed during the pilot 
project. As a reminder the final report of the pilot project is expected in 
November 2015. Compared to the same conference last year, speakers 
gave a much more realistic view of the performance of the biometrical 
systems deployed. An overview of the replies of passengers to a FRA 
questionnaire, shows that the majority of passengers did not seem to 
have problems with the automated controls. 

*** 

ENISA High Level Event 2015 

The event took place on Monday 9 November in 
Brussels. This year's topics included: Putting 

Cybersecurity at the Service of Industry; Aligning Cybersecurity Goals 
with Democratic Principles; and Identifying Challenges & Priorities for 
NIS (Network Information Security) in Europe. ENISA’s Executive 
Director Udo Helmbrecht emphasised on cybersecurity enabled values 
for EU growth and highlighted the challenges in IoT and data security. 

*** 

Obligation to provide fingerprints for Eurodac 

Processing biometric data for immigration, asylum 
and border management purposes has become 

common. This focus paper looks at measures authorities can take to enforce 
the obligation of newly arrived asylum seekers and migrants in an irregular 
situation to provide fingerprints for inclusion in Eurodac. It is also examined 
the impact of refusing to give fingerprints on the principle of not sending 
migrants back to life-threatening situations (non-refoulement), the right to 
liberty and security, and the protection from disproportionate use of force. 
 

Guardianship systems for children deprived of parental care 

This report explores the key features of guardianship systems put in place 
to cater for the needs of all children in need of protection, including child 
victims and those at risk of becoming victims of trafficking in human 
beings or of other forms of exploitation.  

Latest news from JHA Agencies 

https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/EASO-Newsletter-OCTOBER-2015_f.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/news/2015/docs/leader_statement_final.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/BZ0415678ENN.pdf
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2015/fs9/georgian-memorandum-of-understanding
http://www.eulisaconference.eu/
https://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases/enisa2019s-executive-director-udo-helmbrecht-emphasises-on-cybersecurity-enabled-values-for-eu-growth-and-highlights-the-challenges-in-iot-and-data-security/
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2015-fingerprinting-focus-paper_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2015-guardianship-systems-in-the-eu_en.pdf
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Attacks in Paris: European Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos, French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve, and Deputy 

Prime Minister Etienne Schneider, representing the Luxembourgish Presidency of the Council of the EU issued a Joint declaration on 15 
November. They announce an extraordinary meeting of the Justice and Home Affairs Ministers on Friday 20 November in Brussels 
which will focus on the following key subjects: a European PNR, the question of firearms security and the reinforcement of controls at 
external borders.  

 

JHA Council meeting on 9 November 
Home affairs ministers were debriefed on the latest information 
on migratory flows and the situation on the ground, and had a 
wide-ranging discussion on progress in implementing the most 
recent EU measures. 

Ministers also decided on a number of further measures to 
handle the refugee and migration crisis as set out in a set of 
conclusions adopted by the Council. 

These conclusions focus in particular on the speeding up of the 
ongoing relocation process; strengthening the EU's external borders; 

fighting human trafficking and smuggling; return and readmission. 

 

General Affairs Council on 17 November 

During this meeting, the representatives of the Members States 
will hold the first annual Rule of Law dialogue. In December 2014, 
under the Italian Presidency, Member States adopted 
conclusions on ensuring respect for the rule of law within the EU.  

They committed themselves to establishing a dialogue among 
all Member States within the Council to promote and 
safeguard the rule of law in the framework of the Treaties and 
underlined that this dialogue would be based on the principles 
of objectivity, non-discrimination and equal treatment of all 
Member States. 

In the introductory part of this first dialogue, the Commission will 
present the outcome of its annual colloquium on fundamental 
rights "Tolerance and respect: preventing and combating anti-
Semitic and anti-Muslim hatred in Europe" that took place on 1-2 
October 2015.  

After that presentation, all Member States are invited to share 
one example of a best practice and one example of a challenge 
encountered at national level in relation to the respect for the 
rule of law, as well as the approach to respond to that challenge. 
Finally, delegations will have the opportunity to react to the 
Presidency non-paper “The rule of law in the age of 
digitalization” by indicating in which area they see a need for EU 
action to further strengthen the rule the law. 

 

2015 Valletta summit on migration 
 

On 11-12 November, the Valletta summit on migration brought 
together European and African Heads of State and Government 
in an effort to strengthen cooperation and address the current 
challenges but also the opportunities of migration. 

It recognised that migration is a shared responsibility of countries of 
origin, transit and destination. EU and Africa worked in a spirit of 
partnership to find common solutions to challenges of mutual interest.  

Leaders participating in the summit adopted a political 
declaration and an action plan designed to: address the root 
causes of irregular migration and forced displacement; enhance 
cooperation on legal migration and mobility; reinforce the 
protection of migrants and asylum seekers; prevent and fight 
irregular migration, migrant smuggling and trafficking in human 
beings; work more closely to improve cooperation on return, 
readmission and reintegration. 

They also agreed a list of 16 concrete actions to be implemented 
by the end of 2016. The existing mechanisms of the Rabat 
Process, the Khartoum Process and the Joint EU-Africa strategy 
will be used to monitor the implementation of the action plan. 

The EU Emergency Trust Fund for stability and addressing root causes 
of irregular migration and displaced persons in Africa was also formally 
launched at the occasion of the Valletta summit. It will provide 
additional funding to support the implementation of the action plan.

 

Informal meeting of                                             
the European Council on migration 

 

On 12 November, Heads of State and Government of the 
European Union met just after the Valletta Summit on migration. 

 

EU leaders discussed the latest developments in the migration 
crisis and how to accelerate the implementation of the 
measures agreed in September and October:  

 stepping up cooperation with third countries, including Turkey; 

 decisions on relocation;  

 setting up hotspots in Greece and Italy and reinforcing 
FRONTEX and EASO; and  

 effectively reinforcing control of EU external borders. 

 

President Tusk warned that the future of Schengen is at stake. 
He repeated the need for the EU to regain the control of its 
external borders and to effectively proceed to the registration of 
migrants: "It must be clear that without registration there will be 
no rights", said President Tusk. 

 

EU leaders particularly focused their discussions on cooperation 
with Turkey. President Tusk announced a possible EU-Turkey 
summit to be organised as soon as possible. 

Council activities in the field of JHA 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-15-6092_en.htm
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13880-2015-INIT/en/pdf
https://encrypted.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CBsQFjAAahUKEwjsyo7m-ovJAhVBdA8KHT4aCj8&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.consilium.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fworkarea%2Fdownloadasset.aspx%3Fid%3D40802192315&usg=AFQjCNGQAafxMpscI7cEI_9eVagCRFML6A&sig2=2llPSqJTg7XbPr3aDdVqYQ&bvm=bv.107467506,d.ZWU
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/11/12-valletta-final-docs/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/11/12-valletta-final-docs/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/11/12-tusk-press-conference-informal-euco/
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On 27 October, the European Commission adopted its 2016 Work 
Programme, the second of the Juncker Commission. The 
preparation for this Work Programme was launched with the 
State of the Union address of President Juncker in front of the 
European Parliament on 9 September and the Letter of Intent 
sent by him and First Vice-President Timmermans to the 
Presidents of the European Parliament and the Council on the 
same day. The Work Programme will deliver substantive 

legislative proposals to follow up 
on the strategic programmes 
adopted in 2015. The new 
initiatives which the Commission 
will deliver in 2016 include 
initiatives on Better Migration 
Management and proposals on Border Management and the 
implementation of the European Security Agenda. 

 

  

Evaluation report on the situation of persons with 
disabilities in Europe 

   

On 5 November the Council of Europe published a report on the 
implementation by its 47 member states of the Action Plan 2006-
2015 to promote the rights and full participation of people with 
disabilities in society. 

According to the report, progress has been made over the ten-
year period in particular with regard to legislation, service 
delivery, the physical environment and attitudes towards persons 
with disabilities. However, barriers to participation and 
discrimination persist and there are significant challenges ahead 
to ensure compliance with international standards to combat 
discrimination and achieve full respect of human rights of 
persons with disabilities. 

*** 

Report on the implementation by Cyprus of the 
Council of Europe Convention on Action against 

Trafficking in Human Beings 

 

The Council of Europe’s Group of Experts on Action against 
Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) has urged Cypriot 
authorities to step up efforts against trafficking for the purpose 
of labour exploitation, among other measures recommended in a 
report published on 6 November.   

In this second evaluation report on Cyprus, GRETA praises 
progress made over the last four years in implementing the 
Council of Europe’s Convention on Action against Trafficking in 
Human Beings, following the publication of GRETA’s first 
evaluation report in September 2011.  

The report calls on the Cypriot authorities to strengthen 
supervision of private employment agencies, increase labour 
inspections, and improve protection measures for domestic 
workers.  

Among other recommendations, GRETA calls on Cypriot 
authorities to ensure safe and suitable accommodation for all 
victims of trafficking. The expert group also recommends 
improving the procedure for the identification and referral to 
assistance of child victims of trafficking, by involving child 
specialists and child protection services. 

*** 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe  - 
Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights 

 

The Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe is currently 
working on: a draft report on Transparency and openness in 
European institutions (Rapporteur: Nataša Vučkovi, Socialist 
Group); and a draft report on Abusive use of the Interpol system: 
the need for more stringent legal safeguards (Rapporteur: Bernd 
Fabritius, Group of the European People's Party). 

 

 News from the US Congress 
 

On 3 November the Subcommittee on Commerce, 
Manufacturing, and Trade and the Subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology of the House of 
Representatives hold a joint hearing entitled “Examining the EU 
Safe Harbor Decision and Impacts for Transatlantic Data Flows.” 

Background documents, the witness statements as well as the 
video of the hearing are available online. 

Latest Commission activities in the field of JHA 

  

News from the Council of Europe 

http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/cwp_2016_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/cwp_2016_en.pdf
http://anws.co/bc9LX/%7bd77f9eeb-ffd5-4134-a56a-4b6d9a40726b%7d
http://anws.co/bc9LY/%7bd77f9eeb-ffd5-4134-a56a-4b6d9a40726b%7d
http://anws.co/bc9LY/%7bd77f9eeb-ffd5-4134-a56a-4b6d9a40726b%7d
http://anws.co/bdaGP/%7bdea6f840-a5f1-408c-aa85-df749e8c1040%7d
http://anws.co/bdaGQ/%7bdea6f840-a5f1-408c-aa85-df749e8c1040%7d
http://anws.co/bdaGR/%7bdea6f840-a5f1-408c-aa85-df749e8c1040%7d
http://energycommerce.house.gov/hearing/examining-eu-safe-harbor-decision-and-impacts-transatlantic-data-flows
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Q: Why did you choose to 
become a member of the LIBE 
Committee?  

 

I chose this Committee because 
I’ve been involved for years in 
issues dealing with it. 

I was indeed voluntary counsellor 
for a one-stop office for 
migrants, I’ve got a Ph.D. in 
Theory and History of Human 

Rights and I also worked as criminal defence lawyer.  

Therefore the choice was very natural for me. 

 

 

Q: You are also an active Member of the JURI Committee. 
How do you share your time between these, and what 
interactions do you see in your work? 

 

Honestly it is not very easy to be a full Member of both 
Committees, given that often the respective meetings 
overlap. 

Anyway, it is extremely interesting for a lawyer like me to 
face with these two Committees that often deal with the 
same law issue from different perspectives. 

 

 

Q: In your opinion, what are the main challenges that the 
Union is facing in the field of Justice and Civil Liberties? 

 

According to my opinion the main challenges are 
immigration and protection of fundamental rights, and the 
fight against organised crime. 

I think it's very important to strengthen the instruments to 
prevent both the violation of fundamental rights and 
criminal activities by organised crime organisations.  

In this connection I proposed the introduction of a 
permanent EU mechanism to prevent and resolve 
fundamental rights violations in Member States. 

Following this approach, I also think that in order to 
eradicate the phenomenon of organised crime and 
corruption, in the long run is of fundamental importance to 
promote active citizenship and the implementation of a 
culture of prevention and the spread of a culture of legality.  

 

 

Q: Half of the Members of the LIBE Committee were 
elected in 2014. Do you see in your working relationship 
with colleagues a difference between "veterans" and 
"newer" Members?  

 

I don’t think there are differences between old and new 
MEPs. They are all very helpful and I have a very good 
dialogue with many of them, while remaining in our different 
political perspectives. 

 

 

Q: What is the part of your work as LIBE Coordinator that 
you enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less 
about being a Coordinator?  

 

As the LIBE Coordinator for EFDD Group, I like to come 
forward with proposals and contribute to the organisation of  
the work of the Committee. 

The part that I like less is the rejection of the proposals of my 
Political Group by the other coordinators. 

 

 

On a more personal note: 

Q: Do your obligations as MEP and LIBE Coordinator leave 
you some free time for reading? What book would we find 
on your bedside table these days?  

 

Unfortunately my obligations do not leave me enough time 
for reading. 

An interesting book that I keep on my bedside table is 
“Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life” by Giorgio 
Agamben, a well-known Italian philosopher. 

 

 

Q: Have you got the time to enjoy the city of Brussels from 
time to time? Would you share with us your favourite corner of 
the town or something you like to do when you are here? 

 

When I read this question my first thought was that 
somebody would like to have fun of me...  Anyway, when I 
can, unfortunately very seldom, I like to explore, with my 
children, the parks of the city. 

I love very much the little streets near the Grand Place and 
the European District.  

A chat with... 

Laura FERRARA, EFDD Coordinator 
 
In this issue we are continuing our round of talks with LIBE Coordinators with Laura Ferrara (EFDD). Ms Ferrara has been a 
Member of LIBE and a coordinator for her political group since her election in 2014.  
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/members.html#menuzone
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