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Questions: Replies 
Question from Ms Joly, Greens/EFA: 

Will you commit today in this democratic house in front of our 

committee to publicly disclose, even voluntarily, public country by 

country information (like banks do), especially :  

a) where you employ people,  

b) your turnover,  

c) your profits,  

d) your tax paid and  

e) public subsidies you receive ? 

'AB InBev welcomes the idea of country by country reporting (CBCR), as put forward by BEPS. We 

would emphasise that uniform implementation of a CBCR-standard around the world is essential to 

maintain a level playing field. The EU institutions have an important role to play in coordinating 

uniform implementation across the EU. 

AB InBev does not support public CBCR. Country by country information on turnover, profit, taxes 

and/or incentives could be used to derive detailed insights into a company’s commercial strategy, and 

would put such a company at a significant competitive disadvantage compared to competitors in 

other jurisdictions where public CBCR is not required. 

AB InBev believes that the careful balance that has been struck by the OECD’s BEPS proposal, with 

the recommendation to implement CBCR to government authorities only, is indeed the best proposal 

and is sufficient to achieve the transparency benefits which tax authorities will obtain from the 

proposed BEPS-style reporting.'  

Question from Mr De Masi, GUE/NGL: 

Did your company ever pay a fee to or remunerate a third party, be this 

tax advice or auditing firms, or the tax administration of an EU member 

state (see for instance claims made by researchers here 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2685642) whereby 

the payment was in direct relation to the amount of taxes saved through 

the service of that third party? If yes, could you please specify in which 

transactions such a relation existed, who the third parties were and which 

were the amounts involved in terms of payments and saved tax for your 

company? 

 

'We can confirm that our advisors who advise us on tax matters and compliance are generally paid on 

a fixed fee or hourly fee basis. As such, we are not paying fees to or remunerating tax advisory or 

auditing firms or any tax administration in the EU whereby the amount of those fees is linked to the 

amount of corporate income taxes saved. 

In certain cases we may have arrangements in place with third parties whereby we pay these third 

parties on a success fee basis for recovery of indirect taxes – which would otherwise not be 

recoverable (e.g. for foreign VAT recovery on expense notes we may pay the company a success fee 

if we manage to recover it).' 
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